
MKelly;had|revlred;and^«tartttd'ibrfta(»l
Jcabins.' Diazy and reeling ba had rmi»»w| 3

1aOßlM*}.fccHHHvlTiMnufbt|of ;lad|\vho >bere<i up'tha rnountala'to his"task. And
"

L^pngith^ai»iy^ti^Vto[th»ri^mmltl»S^

so. Gene Thompson said that he would
aleo go. and one ,morning the two set'
out.on

'
their

'
Ions: tramp through :deep

snow.
:>.On the very morning: Kelly.left lie
was cautioned against making the trip

too quickly.-- But is not in- the
makeup of a man "who is 24 years'old
and weighs 195 pounds and glories in
Uls strength. V "•

At Independence the boys bought y

their ."grub." They spent two days

there and; Just as they :left early one .
;morning-,; Ray Kelly lifted a 150': pound
weight straight up over bis head "arid
let it»down* again. It was a-compact

weights He laughed at the ? wonder: of
men who saw him do it. Then he' tools
the trail.
;Tho^snow was ;five1 feet /deep along-

parts of that trail; The ascent was not-;-
as "easy,- as the dcaceht \u25a0 had vbeen. Buti,
just at sunset the two men stood. fwlth:
their packs, at the very summits of old
White' mountain,- \ three -,miles r;Bfrom

'

camp, arid happy. i--';vi " * -
\u25a0

Outlined against a.sky shaded from
the deepest gold to. the ,Paleat

'
hues

*
;of

/emerald and -bluo, the -\u25a0 two/men stood
looking atx the white;topped peaks, that
glittered for miles;and -

miles In .the
sun. Deep, shadowed 'valleys were at \u25a0

their feet. They stood 12,000 feettabbva,
\u25a0the- world;below; with- whole 'counties
epread:out like a map.' ," . \u25a0

His Only Effort •

: -tThen^Kelly; staggered. .-Grasping his \u25a0

partner's iarm:he stood :,for
-

a^ moment
and •

then fell.. His great musclds [were |
limpand^useless. ,For*the;ittrstltimeTini
his llfe";he

•knew, whatsit fmeaJßtfto ;b« •

hejpless, and as he struggled. fbrbreath";.'
Jn^the; scant air; of thefaiouitalnXtbp^
iKAymond- Kelly:feit the ;iarstipanfifs^ot-"
Buffering he had ever known. , '.'•-/'
It. was; thenf, that JinvThompsoir sairf;

;that his friend
'Was passing, •

and '-.bit-,-*-
terlyirealized; that: he could give [no""
help. ButJ. Thompson Is:no"';weakling. ;
-He is not a.man \ to give ;up. ".Lighter '-
than. Kelly, the deadly altitude;had not
touched his ;heart' iHis ;strength Vwas }.

s all
'
he could give the dying 'man. }', Btjt

_he) could :not;carry:,the jheavy . athlete ;

down '.UieVdahgerous trail, and he had
no "stimulants. , There vwasVjustHone I;

ithings to do—-go for;help:to' get;Kelly^
toa lower!level.''

' ,J \u25a0:-'-" . ""'

;\u25a0 ; .Thompson!: took his •;o wn;clothing;oft
-

and ;'covered ;Kelly,\with;it.;'-In;:his|un- .'"\u25a0*
,jScrcibth^fhe^alai^ea^for% ;thelwm]^^'
Down the trail•he •; plunged,' breasting A
his way \u25a0 through the, snows by-m ain
strength. He must get to campt^Down,^;
down,- untii the very feet grew, mile*,
until at last he fell into one of 'the
cabins and gasped his message of
death. .He>'had had thrllftngIescapes
from falling over:precipices whose per«iiV

Jlous. edges were overhung :witfifsnotr^
.He;was ;worn;out with the' runit But"i\k~,\
made camp. • , '"

,
Gathering j.whisky,tnien';took \up* the\,

trail., .Thompson vhad
'

told"* t^m|tljat fi
Kelly'lay at Jthe^very summit; ?Mrs.V
'Schooleytwentiwith?the?rest fThomp-x

son>:after lying;\u25a0 a»;i one dead for^an 'i
hour," ran:back to the summit.%BUnk^l
IngIlantern* *hurrying*here and thereji
itoldlhCT^t^KeTiy^S^SoWb'^nl
found.' The men were following'<. his'-.

'

itrackstinftoe 'BtxamM-}'-\u25a0^\u25a0^ :

iupturned face ie tio ;\u25a0grave iof snow. ;
la the %n1sht h*•saw the boy a. prey to .\u25a0
unknown ,:assailants. But whlla ha
'dreaded storm following atorm, he also

.'dreaded the 'suhsUlne. "•\u25a0Teeka T/ore Into
months and only tha thougrct-that no
must* keep all ot hls'strength for tha
effort that soon must come kept Harry
Kelly from: grieving his lira "away.
There .has seldom ,been "such grief as

-iGrief, as \rell as love, makes
.hqroeS,:and Harry Kolly ia a.hero of
grief/'';v ;^ . .:- > • .-. • \u25a0

M>But on the mountain tbere came a re-
spite from the storms. In the canyons

below the mining camps the. snow lay
drifted across thai trails, making tha :
foot of old White mountain a trackless

".wilderness. ; But on;the sanhy, side' at ,
the summit the white 'sheet melted'and
the Schooleysknewthat Raymond Kel-,
ly'a*body;must \u25a0 be '.watcke.iL .-
\ Then •It was that ,all that"was wom-
anly-In Mrs.r Schooicy fose to. tho

"

heights of ;heroisrivy I^gra $became tho
task of,watchlns," hers, the 'lonely vigil

on-the great, silent-mountain of the
dead.' ;\u25a0

" . _ • v -'
\u25a0Day by. day. Schooley worked. at his

miningclaim. From his cabin ho clam-
-

H«;naa struggled on ror ?half
"
a tnne. ,

Raymond KellyVas ho weakling.'

"At"the bottom :of: the canyon Kelly/
\u25a0wasIfound. His

•
broken body lay mo-

rtlonless.* raised his head. Ray-

mond ,\u25a0';Kelly;opened his ,eyes, ;saw ~his
friends, and knew them.

,"Then h© smiled
vendu end closed

*
hla eyes '

'"
again.l;. He was dead. .

At'midnight .they burled him \u25a0In.the"'
snovr. ':'-\u25a0- \u25a0-

' ' ' '\u25a0\u25a0 ;

-\u0084Next iday Thompson {broke;his',"way
through th£Ienow to'send the ncv.-3 of
«leath. to Harry !Kelly. <

Snowffell .upon old White* mountain.
Deeper and~ deeper It grew. .""Do-no;
try to;come .noW," Schooley wrote •to
Harry Kelly,-"the;trails "are Impass-
able." \Yel Schooley got his letter out

:,\n sonic ;Way. '"I\u25a0 will conic when you
\u25a0end for me," wrote back!Harry Kelly,
and -.the keeping of his word came near
costing -the father^ his own life.1

'
• .-.

* "

--..Twice during the winter HarrTjKelly
hired;undertakers^ itq'attempt :the; trip

Into-the;mountains. 1 They, sent the;r
!.bills/,but

'
never 'went beyond :Independ-

i•nee. The white defenses of the*m"oun-,;
tain were \u25a0 not tojbe scaled.

Impotent to help, Harry Kelly,at hli

Kelly la*'. The snows had malt si from
the tody, and from the recesses of tae
rocks each day she carried cool mow tot
plaea

"
upon the man who died for tin

'

:common good.*
For «stx .weeks the woman tolled upon

•bar >Journey
~
r day byiday. .Then, \u25a0• •with ,

the'warm '
sun shining upon:the east- JerlysWa of tho great mountain, snowr

was hard. to get.'; for It!had ,to,be car-ji
(rled.fa^ long J way<to tha lonely 'graved
and .so Vone

-
morning ;

;Schooley . and ,th«•.
brava

'
little heroina set out.- determined .

toT carry the \body ito the north side of
the mountain, -where there -was a whlu. expanse of anow.*

- -
"'\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 Few women 'i would havi»

''
faced K this "*.

ordeal. ;Harry Kelly tella of that day's
work -with tears in his

'
eyes. :Schooley.

ffnd;his -'.wife carried the< heavy body V
out of the canyon over the 'summit and
burled It in a safer places -"under

'
many

feet of sno~nvr^yggßdHWVßSH
'Then the January storms broke.

Snow fell forjdays. Blizzard followed
.blizzard. \u25a0\u25a0 'There .were 20 feet of snow
over Raymond Kelly,and tha .full fore«
of winter was upon .the mountain.

Then \u25a0 Mrs. Schooley's trips ceased.
But at .his home far away in Santa
Barbara, :Harry Kelly scanned "the
papera, and with each day came news']
ot recurring storms In the mountains.*?
where he knew. his boy lay;cold and"
stiff. The months would hare mads ;.;
another man old before his time." ..But"
Kelly wes hoarding his strength. Tak-:,
ing^long-walks every day, he hardened

*

his athletic muscles.
"

He was training.
for the'day whon the word should
come, "It*is time." .

At last- the snows melted "and Kelly ,
laid his plans. He had tried under-'^
taker after undertaker, for hi.must;'
take one to the

-
summit to care tor

his
"

dead. Finally he found a young: 4
roan, fortunately .a man used to the
mountains, InJlcDermott, a Santa Bar-;
bara undertaker, and giving ilcDer-*
mott the shortest ronte. Kelly went to
Lone

'
Pine. In Inyo county, where he

found willingmen ready, to help him in
his hour of need. SSQfepHBBQH

Money: could not;have bought ;.the \u25a0 ;
service that Kelly,had from'these men •

.who were • strangrera to him.-, but »who x\
will always remember bis bra-»e

*
fight

for xthe -boy ho loved. Horace -Ald^r,
aatd to-be the .best packer -

InfInyo
*

county,
-
tramped with Kelly,and the

restito the* very summit. He took with
him<!i,"Jim," the" strongest

•
pack ;mule

and the most wary in all the mountain
range. The little,party climbed ithe ;
mountain, where , they met >Schooloy
and J. B. Contero, superintendent of,a%

mountain mine. McDermott and
his party arrived' two days later. Jusl;
as;Kelly\u25a0reached Ithe grave the -snows
had

*
melted •from.around "For, two
;he and- Schooley and Contero and

Alder icarried "•hundreds of pounds '.,ot *
snow Insacks to cover lt.7]old Jim and
many pack horses were tethered near

Man.anti Mule
;Never before did an undertaker work

t,in such Taiplace, uHe ;found that in'his %:-
;fall.Ray

*
had .broken the ,bones •offhis ;

great Tchesti.Otherwise the 'boy "was "as i;
he had stood when" be raised the heavy
weights at Independence on the fatal
day of,his last climb. V.7. .-'• ,

Old 'Jim i3tood jpatlently while .Alder;put uponhlm the only,pack; of its kind
he ihad^ever carried. .-It «waa;a;heavy

\u25a0burden. -"-.Weir. he •kn»w.:what .was .:be--.
-.foreV blra.";*for old.Jim

-
had }crept pa3t

thai edge of many -a precipice \before.-'\before.-'
and knew .the dangers of - a mountain
trail aftdai^ heavy pack.

-Never once did the pack shift or*the J
;• old;myle % falter..\u0084Th« • men 4had to ? cut

*

,the trail before them Inplaces.. Twenty
'

*
miles ;\u25a0• they .worked. \u25a0 down 3to ithe ._ foot
of;the;trail,' to ,-Whitney/ station "on .» *
;railway.- '.Then' poor;old Jini* dropped.
in•:his.tracks, ;his great ,strength jgone.' %

s.For Itwo days . oeTrested. 1moving never *;
;;a1muscle. Heihad;a:right to rest.' 1Old;* Jim's \u25a0,trip ')was one^ of th« greatest V
things an < animal ever aid in
mountains of California.

S^For. two weeks neither Kellynor llc-
s Dermott I--removed ca 2; garmen tl?i
-Toil,;,hardship.' ? griefiand » danger •were|
\u2666allctheylknew. "*But;they didjtheirjdu^
Vtles like,the men they are-r-strong man, "

/not]afraid." undaunted,^ tireless, *
brave.'^v

And thus It'was* that Raymond Kelly|,'
came by_ a decent.* grave.}-- -Throughja*' 1

'woman's*herof ami;a \u25a0father's ;readiness
*'

"to' suiter. :the -braveryjof. atdozen" hardy ..
Iminers >of '-the*'county ,*; of •;Old VWhlteH
• mountaln. and,the strength of old Jim.
:the rstrongest and safest pack mul« infalltCaaforuia- i
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THE
lonely death vigilof an Inyo

county heroine lias coma to. an
end. tnS the body of Raymond
Kelly lies Ina decent grave In a

southern California cemetery.

But for the bravery of Mrs. Edward
Bchooley, the wife of an Inyo county
miner, Raymond Kelly could never have
had any grave at all, and buzzards
voulfi have eaten bis body when the
tnowi of winter melted from the top of
eld White mountain, where Kellydied.
and where for weeJtE Mrs. Schooiey

•watched beside the body, covering it
every day with deep enow, working

like a man with a sack and shovel to
perform a duty that seemed plainly to
be hers- t

This woman's pluck and grit grave

back to Harry Kelly, the father, all
th&t was left of the pride of bis life, of
a son of eonr, a lad who had been So]
strong that whole football teams were
afraid of him, and hardy mountaineers
marveled at his tireless strength as lie:
-worked In the Inyo mines. Miners and
mountaineers helped Harry Kelly.re-'.
cover Raymond Kelly's body, and
Mrs. Schooley end Harry Kelly end the
miners and mountaineers have lain In
their turn longintheir graves there wll£
be talk InInyocounty of Mrs,Schooler,
the heroine, and of Harry Kelly'sheart-
breaking trip to the top of White moun-
tain to pack his son's body down peril-
ous trails to decent burial. There will
Le talk of Ray Kelly's life,given for
Ms friends,. and of bow his friends and
his father struggled for months to pay
the last debt of gratitude that could be
paid.

*
v

_
Bay Kelly came ;into life with*in

enormous vitality. As' a littleboy he
could whip any lad he knew of titles
his size. Harry Kellywas an athlete.
Inhis day he was a last runner, but ht

"

could never run as his son could run.
He was a swimmer, but Ray could beat
him before the lad was 12 years old.
Harry Kellyis a boxer and from baby*

hood Ray was taught to box. Itwas
Harry Kelly's proudest day when .his
strapping son floored him with a
straight punch with the gloves and
Harry realized that he had grown a
boy who was sure to be a real man. ,

Boys like Raymond Kelly do not etay.

in small towns. Ray left a quiet home
*

In southern California and Trent into
Xas Angeles., Then he went to 'other
towns, wandered Into San Francisco,
Into the east. Harry Kelly is a mastet
decorator, but\Ray Kelly could earn
snore money than his fathe"r and saw
the world because he could earn the
money to pay his way as he went. He
\u25a0was a well garbed boy, and when he
dropped. Into his home now and, then
there was noprouder father than his. .

But decorating is no way of making

a fortune, end Kelly determlned
t
to try

ctfnlng. That was how he came to be
a prospector for gold in the'mountains
of Inyo. He determined to pit his
matchless strength against the'-hard-
ships of the trail and thtf cold priva-

tions of winter. Over snow clad peaks
and into desolate canyons he packed,
his prospector's ottflt. In many a
cabin he spent a night and left a pleas-
ant memory. Then he took up a claim
on the side of White mountain and
started to dig for gold.

Ho was not alone on White mountain.
Thero were other miners "there. \Ed
Schooley was there and there was a
mining company's :outfit where there
were several men.

#
Kelly, was with

James Thompson of Santa Barbara,
another who sought gold in the, silent
places. ,

t '-
\u25a0

•

A Mountain Giant
During last, summer -everybody

worked hard. Then earlier than usual
came a heavy snow. Last1 winter .was
on* of the worst, ever known in ? the
mountains. ,Forweeksthe camps were
snowed iln.*V

"
Then came ;a time when

some: one •must take the trail to Inde-
pendence for food. This meant taking
;the '\u25a0\u25a0 up :trail to

;the summit :of
*
White

i
mountain *nd a^ long down, trail1-. into.
independence. Xa:a matter; of course
Raymond Kelly,eatd ,he would go. -Was '.
not Ma/ strength; equal to \u25a0• any . task)
that; a' man could; do?" 'Kelly thought

THE HEROINE OF THE INYO MOUNTAINS


