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tal in the ncighborhood of $717.000.
The rental of grounds and other inci-
dentals connected with the runr ng of
well equipped parks cost mag -
nates $600,000 ez year. The salaries
of the umpires reach in the eighbor-
hood of $200,000, while the spring train-
h season opens represents
< 50,000.

nagers of the various clubs
in agues receive about $100,000

ear all told. which, by the way, is

one of the smallest items in the vast
expense account. The organization ex-
pens i incidentals connected with
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est in a 21l tea wa to &« it
win games, for it iz the winning t
that gels the pennant and draws t
largest crowds both on the home
grounds and on the road. Everybody
is anxious to see the ar team per-
form, no matter in what eity or league
it might be, and it is principally fer
this reason that the great rivalry t
al baseball so exciting exis in
very town fron bush circuit to the
national league.

It is the desire to win that has made
baseball a sport worth going miles to
« Victory on the diamond is dearer

the heart of t r or the mag-

thar nything ¢ in this world.

e is winning he is happy, but

when r the dreaded mp sets in he
low i the mouth and nobody has
power to comfort nor console him.

And the fan is built on somewhat the
£2m¢ nes. He loves the home team
w a le born of the stars and

tr « W the boys are winning

3 s in his element, but as =oon
as the tide of fortune turns he gen-
eraliy ¥ omes dyspeptic. he has no use
f the good tuings of 11fe, and. In fact,
at times he figures that there is no use
in living now that the home talent is
down and out without a chance to
bring home the pennant.

While the game of baseball has been

forging a
mactically
itributed its mite

all
in the union 1
toward making the

Iing

very state

these vears

s

F 3 pastime what it is. New York

ally the mother state of the

e, while Pennsylvania, Massachu-

setts, Connecticut and other of the

great ecastern commonwealths have
vegn ldentified very closely with it.
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California has been closely linked
the national pastime.

:n the baseball fever began te
read throughout the country in due
it reachead the Golden state. The
was contagious, and before
v moons there were professional
amateur baseball teams in nearly

of

very

and
every cit California.
Old timers can look back about 38

vears when the park at the corner of
Twenty-sixth and Harrison streets was

built., They can remember when the
gams wag played on the old Alameda
grounds when it was necessary for the
fans to rise bright and early in the

12 and do many a hot step before

morni

reached the old grounds across
the bay. where the stars of former
daye were wont to shine.

hose dayvs California’s fans were
Those were the days of the
iruve fap—the fan who would walk all
day long for a chance to witness a
game of baseball, that would furnish
him with a stock of conversation large
enough to last till the next game was

developed,

played.

In these times baseball was not so
well organized as it is at the present
time. The governing body of the
sport was not the power that it is

now, and the system of drafts, releases

and contracts was not down to the
fine point of perfection that it now
is. 3ut the foundation for all these

things was iaid then, and laid well, and
in due time California fell in line with
the other great states of the nation
and helped them build up the natiopal
pastime from year to yvear. ;
Perhaps no other state has con-
tributed so many wonderful ball play-
ers to the big leagues as California.
There are *‘people in the east who will
sniff and scoff at this statement, but
nevertheless it is true. For 30 'vears
past California has beemw sending haclk

star after star who has made his mark
with the fans of the larger eastern
cities. Invariably, California’'s play-

ers have become favorites, but the ma-
jority of the fans on the other gide of
the Rockies generally forget where
these men learned to play the game,

and when they have made good and
helped win pennants they are in-
variably claimed by the cities where

they make their mark, and, as usual,
California gets the worst of it.

Then, again, there has been many a
star in the big leagues, who, though
he is not entitled to claim the Golden
state as his home, made his mark here,
and in fact learned how to play the
game under our sunny  skies. These
men probably were possessed of the
ability, but it is a singular coincidence
all the same that, after playing in
other lecagues for years without gain-
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ing reputations, they drifted out here
and in a short time became fit sub-
jects for the major organizations.

A Famous Pitcher

There i8 many a fan today who Is
not aware of the fact that the greatest
pitcher of his time, and considered by
some to have been the greatest the
game has_ever known, was Charley
Sweeney, a San Francisco boy, who
went back to Providence and won the
pennant for that team in the days of
the old league, 1881. Sweeney pei-
formed a feat on the ancient Boston
grounds that has never been equaled
since, and perhaps never will be. He
struck out 19 of the famous Boston-
ians, shutting them out and pitching a
game the like of which was never sur-
passed in any league.

It was Chorley Sweeney who won.the
pennant for Providence that year. "Be-
sides being a grand pitcher he could
wield a ciub with a fierceness that
drove many a pitcher from the.slab.
Sweeney won ope remur,kable game
for Providence by knocking the ball
out of the lot in the eighteenth inning,
scoring the only run of the most mem-
orable contest of its time. And after
all the glory he won on the green dia-
mond Sweeney died alone and’' unat-
tended at the city and county hospital
hedre five years ago. - It was not till
after his death that the thousands who

knew him in hi¢ palmy days realized
‘what a wonder he was.

Then there was the great Carroll and
Morris battery that went back to Phila-
delphia in the later seventies and took
the Quaker City by sterm. Carroll
was a left handed pitcher and Morris
a catcher who could "wing the ball

‘around the field better than any one in

his day.. After years of triumph the
pair returned to Califofnia, where they
took their places among the many
other former greats, and are now heard
of no more. s
Everybody Who follows baseball
knows all about old George Van Hal-
tren, the patriarch of the Oakland
team. For the last 25 years Van has
been a star of the diamond. He was

one of the most talked about men in
baseball when he was drafted by the
old Chicago White Sex 'in the early
eighties. KEver since that time Van
hag held his own in every club with
which he has played. He was one of
the most popular men who ever chased
flies on the famous New York pole
field and he could be there yet, despite
his years, had he not preferred to play
in his native town, where he started
out as a lad on the sand lot s0 many
vears ago that none save the real old
timefs can remember.

California also gave Jerry Denny,
the greatest third baseman of his time,
to the big league. Jerry was with the
old New York Giants when they won
the pennant in 1889 and 1890, This is
still considered by the fans to have
been the greatest aggregation of ball
lossers that ever perforined on any dia-
‘mond, and that is saying a whole lot.

Patsy Cahill, fdndly known as “White
Wings,” is ' aneother €alifornian who
won the hearts of the bleachers in the
old National league,
fielder who had few eguals. He passed
away in Oakland several years ago
after an honored career in the field.

Has Chicago ' ever known ahother
batter like Big Bill Lange, the largest
man in the diamend in the old days=?
Every honest fan -in the windy city
will.tell you no. Bill, or “Little Eva,”

-as everybody called him, is a California
-boy, and, unlike most of the old stars,

is a prosperous business man in this
city at the present time. 'There are
few men in haseball today who can hit
the ball or run bases like the big fel-
low, and if Chicago could get him to
return te old time fans wm?be hap-
pier than they have been f many a
day. 3 '

Then there was Joe Corbett, who
came a - little ‘later. ‘When' Joe .was
pitching for the old Baltimore Orioles
in 1894 the :fans of Maryland city
swore by him. They all agreed that it
was due to his wonderful pitching that
Baltimore won the championship of the

‘National league., Joe was considered

one of the greatest curve ball-pitchers
who ever stepped Into the box, and he

Patsy was an in-"
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learned the game at ol St..Mary's eol-
lege in Oakland. .

Parke Wilson was one of the few
catchers who was.capable of holding
the cannon ball shoots of the only
Amos Rusie, whose speed - has never
been equaled. Parke went from San
Francisco to jein the Giants in New
York when Rusie was pitching for
them. Parke shone for many a year
as a big league star, and now she Is
managing the Vancouver team of the
Pacific northwest league.

During the last few years California
has sent back many sensational per-
formers whose names are too numerous
to mention. .Take, for instance, Ovie
Overall,. the former blue and gold
pitcher whose great work in the box is
keeping the Chicago Cybs in first place.
Then there is Hal; Chase, the Santa
Clara college boy, who has not a peer
as a first baseman today, and whom the
New York fans compelled Clark Grif-
fith to bring back, no matter how much
salary he demanded.

Joe Nealon, the former St. Ignatius
college and Seal first baseman, is clout-
ing the ball hard for Plttsburg and in-
cidentally drawing -the largest salary
rever’'paid a voungstér breaking in.
Tommy Sheehan, on the same team, is
best remembered as a member of the
old Sacramento and Tacoma clubs, while
little Bobble Keefe, with the New York
Americans, is making good with a ven-
geance and.fooling' tiie best of batsmen
with his wonderful curves and shoots. '
* If oné went down the Hne.and care-
fully ‘studied the lists of players in
the clubs of the various big league
teams. today he could readily pick out
a score of Californians, or men who

_learned ‘to.play. the game as.itsshould
be played in California. They are all
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making good. In ract, most of them
are stars, and so it is that California
has done more than its share toward
supplying talent to the big leagues,
Today, baseball in California is as

popular as it ever was. The .fan of
today Is just as ardent as the fan of
the past and ome has but to take a

glance at the bleachers at Recreation
park some sunny Sunday afternoon and
note the 10,000 or more enthusiasts to
satisfy himself of this.

Today California is developing
terial for the big leagues just as it
has done in the pa&t. When the pres-
ent season comes to a close, it is safe
to assert that there will be many a
Colifornia boy on the drafted lists of
the National and American leagues.
8oes without saying that they wiil
make good in fast eempany. They
have always responded in the past, so
they realize that it Is up teo them to
uphoild the honor of the Golden Stais —_—
the future.

The spirit of California as a great
sporting community was never more
clearly illustrated than after the recent
disaster. The ball park went when the
flames swept south of Market street,
but in less than six weeks the league
officials got together, paiq up thelr
men and started out anew on the Oak-
land field. Every club of the league
finjshed the regular season and the
fans who attended the
after their usual custom,
their glee, that the ashes of the burned
city were still hot. They were deter-
mined that baseball should not die, and
it was due to their determination and
the gameness of the league ‘oMicials
that the national game is now flourish-

ing'in our midst just as tho b mothin
had happe : s E:
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