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however
enthusiasm
foreseg the un-

r conditions which ve since
arisen, made =0 many rash promises,
impossible preliminary estimates and
ggerated claims, that they have
»d off many a prospective concrete
and placed not a few actual
5 in the somewhat embarrassing
of having to stop at the sec-

third story when they had

planned to go up seven or eight.
Materials, too, are expensive, Con-
crete, not 80 many months ago, was at
& premium, but owing to the compara-
i slump in bullding activities it has

come down L0 & very reasonable figure.
’u k, however, is still high priced and
difficult to obtain. In fact, during the
puliding boom a4 few months ago, the
Telegraph IMlt quarry was beseiged
with wagons walting their turn for a
load of roek. Like theater enthusiasts
anxious to secure choice seats for some
important theatrical first night, drivers
started early in the morning to be first
and would patiently go up the line with
the money in their hand, ready to pay
cash for a precious load. Often, just as
they neared the end of their long wait,
the crusher would break down and
then their morning was wasted and
they had to return with an empty
wagon, tired, worn and disgusted, only
to be cussed by thelr foreman for hav-
ing failed to secure a load.

The largest reinforced concrete con-
struction company in San Francisco
has recently solved this end of the
problem for itself by acquiring an ex-
cellent quarry just under Twin Peaks,
$rom which it secupés the blue trap

rock, which is very clean and free from
dirt. The weekly payroll of this par-
ticular firm, by the way, is $38,940, and
uses $95,000 worth of building mate-
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-ith incred@ible rapldity. In the

case of the concrete buildings, on the
contrary, the uctures rise as soon as
the excavations are made, and there is

no cessation of work until the build-
ings are completed and ready for occu-
pancy.

Briefly the difference in the con-
+4 Struction is th For the steel build-
”‘:rpz, after the reliminary sketches

re approved by the owner, several

weeks or months are required to pro-
duce careful wor drawings and
framing pl all the dimen-
sions of eve¢ in exact figures
before the ste ered. Aftev
these are prepared it juires from
five to seven months' time to get deliv-
ery of the steel in San I'rancisco.
When the steel is delivered the skele-
ton frame goes up rapidly and the
public is ed with its rapid
sks king into con-

sid n roofing of th
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other hand, when the owner
pproved the preliminary sketches
for a concrete building. the steel vods
forming the sinews of the structure
can be ordered at once, without wait-
ing for the completion of werking

drawings, and can be delivered in San
Francisco from the Pittsburg mills In
five weeks after the order is placed.
It goes directly to the buildings from
the ears, requiring no shop work, anl
all placed in position by unskilled
labor. As the structure rises it is
complete, ready for plastering, witn
all plumbing and heating pipes and
ejectric conduits in place. Each con-
floor forms a good roof so
that the finishing of the lower stories
may be completed and possibly oeccu-
pied, while the structural part of the
per stories is !mm'g erected,
corngr of California an’l
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king piles, with
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of false work, and

bristling with iron

hz nd out sharp against the

sky These are the Boyd estate

and Santa Marina « buildings,
which will be ready f occupanty this

fall.

e Bord building is eight stories in
height and is to be fitted up for offices
for shipping marine agencies, I
will represent outlay of $150,000,
The major of the false work
has been removed and the building
presents 2 solid, substantial appear-
ance, which seems to justify the claims
of the reinforced concrete experts that
it will take a greater shock than Cali-
fornia has expericnced since the com-
ing of the padres to producé in thess
carefully constructed bulldings any
sign of failure.

Asblock farther up. 2t the corner of
Market, Davis and California streets,
stands the Lichtenstein realty com-
pan's three story office bullding. It is
not a particularly imposing edifice, he-
ing notable more for the arca it covers
and its valuable frontage on three im-
portant streets. The major portion of
the stores and offices is already oc-
cupied.

On the other side of the street, at
the southeast corner of First and Mar-
ket streets, the Mark Sheldon estate
office building. eight stories in height,
is going up. It will cost about $150,000
and the entrances, cornice and brack-
ets will be worked out very artisti-
cally in cement.

Mrs. Nellie Bernhard is putting up
a $20,000 office building in Market
Street, just west of Sansome, It also
has a frontage in Sutter street. The
basement is to be occupied as a cafe,
which will doubtless be quite an im-
Provement on the none too cleanly Fly
Trap, formerly at the gore of Market
and Sansome streets.

Almost adjoining the Bernard bufld-
Ing in Market street is the Eleanor
Freeborn building (27:6x108). Although
only three stories high, it will be an
attractlve little structure with a very
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ornate exterior. The roof is already
completed and the four large exterior
conerete columns, molded in sections,
arc now being put in place.

A half block abowve, at the Intersec-
tion of Market, Kearny and Geary
streets, is the glaring white Flannery
building, which enjoys the distinction
of being the first reinforced concrete
office building to be finished and ocecu-
pled. 1t is five stories in height and

very substantial. being strengthened by
sizeleton framework. Much
amentation is molded plaster
‘hich makes a good appearancd,

but is geally ondy a flimsy veneer,
On the site of the old Flood build-
N at the southwest corner of Mar-
ket and Fourgh streets, is the massive
fic building, which has reached the
eighth story and will have the roof on
before July 31. This structure has risen

like 8 mushroom, despite the fact that
in its ecarliest stages it was badly
handicapped with nearly two months

of rainy weather. But with large day

and night shifts constantiy at work,
its growth has been remarkable. [t
will be ready for occupancy in the

fall, as originally planned.
Notable Pacific Building

This is by far the most notable re-
inforced concrete bullding in San Fran-
cisco, or, In fact, in the United States.
It wiil be nine stories high, will cost
$800,000, or-25 cents a cubic foot, and
in equipment and finish will excel any-
thing which San Francisco possessed
before the fire. The building has a
frontage in Market street of 195 feet
and in Fourth 175 feet. Its exterior
for the first two . stories will be
veneered with ceramic tile in rieh
hr‘w\'ns. Above the second story the
entire front will be faced with cream
colored glazed térra corta n rich de-
tail. The corridors and lobbies will
he finished in imported marbles and
six ecleetrie, high speod elevators will
installed. All the offices and stores
will be trimmed in mahogany. A law
library will be put in for the use of
the attorneys who may be tenants.
The building will have - a complete
heating. lighting and power plant suf-
fiefent to provide for the needs of all
the neighboring buildings.

One striking feature of the Pacific
building will be the fact that ine
stories are made possibie within ‘the
limit of the height to which concrets
buildings are restricted by the city
ordinance-—102 feet. The first story
will be 20 feet high; the second 12;
and the other stories, 10 feet each. By
an ingenious arrangement of the
struecture, the fact that the roof is of
concrete makes it possible to dispefise
entirely with an attic story.

Directly opposite, on the corner of
Market and Ellis streets, a large gang
of men is putting in the foundation ot
the West bank building, which is to be
one of the hafidsomest edifices
new San Francisco. The triangular
lot has a frontage of 160 feet on Market
street and 130 feet on Ellis street, and
covers 6,000 square feet. The building
will be eight stories high, of pure
English gothic architecture, with an
ornamental tower at the extremity of
the gore. The exterlor will be finished
in ivory white enameled te cotta,
The cost of the bullding will be $220,-
000, or about 30 cents a cubic foot, in
its complete equipment.

Two blocks farther up, on the north
side of Market street near Mason, Mrs.
Elsie Drexler is erecting a 7 story and
basement reinforced concrete build-
ing, which will be ‘occupled about
October 1 by Brittaln & Co., retail
dealers in hardware, general household
and sporting goods. They have taken a
10 years’ lease of the premises at a
total rental of about $500,000.

Over on the smsouthwest corner of
Geary and Taylor streets, the Edward
Barron estate is putting up a 7 story
reinforced concrete hotel (137:6x137:6),
which will be known as the Bellevue
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contention of the concrete enthusiasts
that any design that can be meodeled
in wax or clay can be duplicated in
cement. The lower story is adorned

with 10 stately cement Doric columns’”

and the elaborate cornice which tops
the building is not only beautiful but
a remarkable bit of skillful engineer-
ing work. It projects several feet over
the edge of the building, and, owing
to its great weight, had to be strongly
anchored to the roof to prevent it from
cracking and toppling off into the
streel below.

The Hopkins building, which will
cost $125,000, has many other interest-
Ing features. The floors are to be of
marble mosalcs and not an inch of
wood will be used in the entire build-
ing. Tke Union Jce company, West
Coast Life company, Woodruff & Co.
and the San Francisco clearing house
will eccupy the bullding.

Just a block away, in California
streat, near Sansome, adjoining the old
Bank of California site, Is the Halsey
building (45:10x124), which is to be
four stories high and will cost $80,000.
The front is Tudor-gothie in treatment
and practically all of the reinforced
cement work of the . building is now
completed, The ground floor will be
occupied by the banking office. The
counters will be marble, with bronze
grillwork, and covered with milk plate
glass,

There is also to be a three story
concrete bank building (60x80) at the
corner of California and Front streets,
which will cost $35.000.

At Drumm and California streets is

o
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artistic treatment. It i
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A Ralf block awa) at the n
corner of Battery anc
estate is putting ur
conerete office huilding he fifth floo
has already been reached and three
more are to be added.

At the northeast corner of Battery

lot aft

basexn

and Washington the Jennings building
is nearing completior It s three
stories and basement and will cost in
the neighborhood of $100,000. It will

be completed about the first of August
and will be occupied by N. Van Bergen,
the pioneer liquor firm. Great care was
taken in putting the cement in the
forms, and as a result the extarior of
the building presents a very smooth
surface, which will necd no further
work on it.

Along Keammy Street

Kearny street already boasts of two
reinforced concrete structures—tiha
compact little three story I. Lowenbherg
building, 22 by 54, between Market and
Post, which s nearing completion and
is to have a very prettily ornamentsd
front, and the Macdonough estate offica
bullding, §6.by 38, on Kearny near Pina

hotel and promises to be one of Sag
Francisco’'s most attractive caravane
sarics. It has reached the fifth floor, ia
to be of the new modern Parisian hote]
styvle, and will cost half a million del.
lars./I. 8, de Wolfe, former manager of
the Pleasanton hotel, is to be the man-
ager.

Nearly opposite the Bellevue hotel,
Mrs. Nellie P. Moulton will build an 8§
story, bhigh «c¢lass apartment house
(28x62:6). The various stories will be
divided into suites of two or three
rooms, so arranged that a whole floor
can be put at the disposal of a family,

Another notable reinforced con-
crete apartment house, on the edge
of the burden district, is the Clark

building on Turk street between Polk
and Larkin, from which, it will Dbe
réemembered, so many strike sympa-
thizers hurled bricks and iron at the
strike breakers on that memorable
first day when they attempted to run
the cars. The Clark building started
out to be a class A building, but after
the walls and two stories of the in-
terior floors were up eilther the funds
gave out or material and labor proved
too high or diMcult to obtain, so
wooden floors and partitions were
used. As a result the bulldhg will
land somewhere in the class or O
category.
terra cotta
about $200,000.
Near by, at Golden Gate and Leav-
enworth, the Coast realty company is
to put up a three story and basement
bullding. y

Novel Apartment House

W. T. Albertson Is building an
apartment house or hotel strycture on
Ellis, near Leavenworth, which !s
novel in many respects. Walls, gird-
ers, pilasters and curtaln walls are of
the most modern style of strongly re-
inforced concrete, while subpartitions
and floors are of heavy frame con-
struction, properly fireproofed. The
bullding is designed to eventually
carry. six stories, but at present will
be stopped at three for economic and
financial Treasons. The construction
of the frame floors to the concrete is
such that should a severe fire gut the

frontage and will cost

It has a pressed brick and

FLAdORATF MPRiCE OF
ANCHORING “ITHE MASSIVE
CORNICE OF THE HOPXING
DU LINING

Interior the girders and
conerete cownstruction
supporting; in faet, the
and floors have nothing to do with
the strength of the building other
than to support their own weight and
carry the floors,

Another c¢luster of reinforced con-
crete bulldings is to be found over on
Sutter street, from Hyde down to
Polk. On the site of the old Granada,
a stately new ten story reinforced
concrete hotel is rapidly rising. it
will be 102 feet high, with an orna-
mental tower at the corner af Sutter
and WHyde. A large light well will
run up the front of the building. The
cost will be about $250,000.

Across the street, near Larkin, Dr.
Winslow Anderson’s three story hospi-
tal, to be known as St. Winifred’'s sani-
tarium, is ready for ghe roof, and in
the block below the’ story Calla-
ghan building, to befoccupied as a
grocery, is receiving the finishing in-
terior touches. '

On the eastern slope of Nob hill, on
Pine near Stockton, the Viavi com-
pany's néw reinforced building haas
been erected. It is a very substantial
bullding And was constructed with
every odern convenfence for the
manufatture of this company’s medl-
cines. o

Opposite Unlon square, on Post, be-
tween Powell and Stockton, the Cen-
tury investment company is erecting
a six story ‘bullding. The forms for
the first floor and basement are al-
ready in place and before long the
structure will be progressing rapidly.

Without a doubt the most artistic
reinforced concrete building In San
Francisco is the seven story E. W.
Hopkins building (36x85) in Pine and
Leidesdorft streets, the site of the old
Dividend building. Its exterior is in
the qugan Renaissance style of archi-
tecture, highly ornamented with alle-
gorical heads, an attractive frieze and
effective panel work, which proves the

heams of the
would be self-
frame walls

N

the nandsome Santa Marina estate
building (92x137:6). It is of the Italian
Renaissance type, with large windows.
The first floor and basement, will be
occupied by the California freit can-
ners' association and the upper floors
will contain 225 large, well lighted
offices equipped with every modern
convenience and reached by three ele-
vators. All the elevator shafts and
staircases will be inclosed with solid
walils and the openings into them will
be fitted with automatically closed fire
doors with wire plate glass to he used
in case of fire.. All the floors will be
mosalc.

Over at the southwest corner of
Front and Clay the Portuguese-Ameri-
can bank is buillding an absolutely fire-
proof home. The walls, the columns,
the floors, ete., wlill all be of reinforced
concrete with not a particle of wood or
other inflammable material entering
into their construction. :

Sansome street will also have a num-
ber of notable reinforced concrete
buildings. The Scatena estate is put-
ting up a six story concrete builiding
at the northwest corner of Clay and
Sanseme, It will be an offica building
and high speed passenger and freight
elevators will be installed. All win-

dow framies and outside finish will be.

in metal and the windows will be
glazed with wire plate glass.

At the southeast corner of Sansome
and Bush streets, opposite the First
national bank, another handsome struc-
ture is going up on property 97 feet
square. It is designed for a seven
story -buildigg, but at the present tima
only three, or possibly five stories, will
be erected. One important feature of
its design as well as construction is
that, although #t will go up as a loft
building, it can be turned into an office
building whenever the owner desires
to do so, as the framing of\the girders
for the building has been arranged ac-
cordingly, and plugs are being left in
the floors wheraver future piping calls
for outlets. The two fronts of the
building wiil be of Colusa sandstone
and pressed brick. The former will he
secured to the concrete by bolts :m-
beded in thé concrete, the latter by
wire. There are no concrete walls to

PINE STREETS
At Sacramento and Montgoms the
Security investment company is to put
up & three story building. 1t is poss
ble that the owners will run it up »

eight stories, as
a definite decisi
South

they have not come to

nearly a doze inter ed
concrete buildings o
FE. B. Pond loft be
Mission and Ne
joining the Wells,
Ing, i= making excell
is to be stories and !
facade wi have a massive 't
suggesting the great strength of tug
interior

In Mission near is the freak
[sh looking Bothin which has

been leased by the Owl drug company.
Constructors and architects are agreed
that the building, when it !s com-
pleted, will be a solid affair, but many
of them contend that the irom lath
frame work is overdone and that the
unnecessary labor and material used
in placing the metal reinforcing will
bring the cost up to almost a class A

steel frame building. In its present
condition it resembles a vast trellised
arbor.

Half a block farther up In Mis-
sion street is the McLaughlin
story building which is being
structed as a warehouse for W. i
Sloane company. It is a very massive
building and is designed to .carry 300
pounds to the square foot. It has a
ready reached the second story, and
when completed will cost $110,000. The
exterior will be adorned with som
very fine cast cement ornamentatio:

The flve story Heuter-Bass building
in Mission between Fourth and Fift)
which will have a striking glazed tile
and glaze terra cotta front, and the
Martin estate three story structure a
the northwest corner of Mission and
Fremont, are two other reinforces
concrete edifices that will add to the
attractiveness of Mission street. The
latter (113x129:8 feet) has been leaseqd
to H. C. Horton for a term of ten years
at a total rental of $180,000.

One of the first concrete buildings to
be completed after the fire was the
Sehilling tea plant at Second and Fol-
som. Between Fifth and Sixth, In Fel-
som, Jeseph Baer Is bullding a four
story lodging house to cost $25.000

Henry Michaels and Renert Watt are
putting up a seven story outlding, §°
by 130, at First and Jessie, for a plo
neer firm In the druggist supply bus*
ness. he building was designed es
pecially to suit the requirements of the
firm’s business, and the pillars, girders
and foundations will represent the
highest engineering skill.

Jonas Schoenfeld’s bullding In course
of construction at the northwest corner
of First and Minna streets. with =
frontage of 45 feet on rrst street and
150 feet on Minna, and an L of %30 feet
extending from the westerty end of the
site, will be a four story concrete and
pressed brick structure, modern
throughout. Bonestell, Richardson &
Co. have secured a lease on the build-
ing for a term of years to accupy it
for a whoelesale paper warehouse. The
structure, when completed, will cost
about $90.000.

At Sixth and Jessie streets, B J.
Balis is to put up a three story base-
ment building, while at Sixth and Stev
enson the Peiser company will erect
a three story apartment house, 22:@ by
78, which is to have a very beautifu!

(Continued on Next Page.)




