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r young lieutenant took his post graduate course

the « war of the tenth of Meiji (1877),

througt b Korean trouble of five years later, and
on Jumne 23 1894, we find him capturing a Chinese
transport as the commander of the AKitsushima. The
story of the Akitsushima through the battle of the

g or Halyan-to has mever failed to tune our blood
her gung and men sang

hapless Chinese of the

which

to the

national anthem

of many a

once yasted Pelyang fleet, which wae and is not now.
in November, 1903, at the formation of the united fleet
of the Nippon navy, Vice Admiral Kamimura was given
the command of :“e second squadron, composed of
armored cruisers

If the idolized commander in chief of the united

fleet of 1904-05 would be unlikely in the future to lead
brain of the Nippon

is still in the flower of his use-

the ships in person, the tactical

of 1904 and 1965

navy

fulness and activity.

As for the Sakusen” (one might translate it the
framing skeleton of fight), said Admiral Togo at the
beginning of the Russo-Japanese war, “We have
Shimamura with us.”

Today you need not take the words of Admiral Togo

on S} amura. The Russo-Japanese war comments on
his ability with significant emphasis. No particular
surprise, therefore, if Nippon would turn once more. in
her eritical hour that is to be to the tactical ability
of Rear Admiral Shimamura. Vice Admiral Kataoka

and Vice Admiral Uriu would doubtiess lead the second
and third squadrons of our country, The actual school-
5
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ing t wrving winter blockade of Port Arthur,
the rigorous schooling of August 10 on the Yellow sea
through the Corean
the Japan sea may count for something

wough the

and the lessons they ledrnad

straits and on

with the officers and men who are to serve under these
lead

Ca Viadimir ‘Semenoff of th Russian navy
fought on the Tsarevitch on August 107 He saWw also
the battle of the Nippon sea from the bridge of Ad-
miral Rojestvensky's ‘flagship. The difference in the
performance of the Nippon men on these iwo occa-
sions shocked out of him this exclamation, *No, it was

)t like
Nippon
the Nippon

the

sea there

10th of August!” And since the battle of
reasons for assuming that
navy has gone to rust. We went into the
fight of 1904 and 190 with six battleships.

As for the ships, we have many an old acquaintance,
line of battle. Last year we saw the
resurrection of the historic Mikasa out of the mud of
Sasebo harbor, and if the Americans were to make war
on us tomorrow she will be guite ready once more to
carry the commander’'s pennant on her halyard. Just
about the time when the Mikasa was being restored to
life and usefulness we saw the completion of the two
sister ships—the Kashima and the Katori. The one is
more than 16,000 tons displacement and the-other is
it. Each of them carries four 12-inch

arc scant

even in the first

very close to

guns and four ten inch rifies and each steams more.

than 1814 knots, and these two latest additions to our
navy are perhaps among the most pow;ertul vessels
afloat today.

We went into the Russian war with only six battle-
ships; today we have 11 first elass hattleships, each of
which, with the single exception of the Tango (the old
Russian Poltava), has a speed of 18 knots or more, and
the eight armored cruisers which can join the first line
battle, as indeed they. did, both at the hattle of
August 10 and of the Japan sea, are intact, as the fol-
lowing table shows:

of

First Claas Speed. When

Battleships, Tonnage. Knota, Built
Kashima -....... SRR . . 16,400 19 1906
Katorl .. 15,950 1814 1908
Asahi ...... & 15,200 18 - 1899
MIKASE  ....co00r sassoeas 15,140 ig 1800
Shikishime ...... .0 14,850 18 1898
*Iwami (Oriel)” ........ 18,518 18 1902
Hizen (Retvizan) .,..... 12,700 18 1902
Sagam! (Peresviet) ..... 12,674 18 1901
Suwo (Pobleda) ......... 12,874 18 1901
P SRR TR 12,420~ 18 1897
Tango  (Poltava) ....... 10,960 16.2 1898
*Launched.

Armored Cruisers,
ABRIHE <, 0. .5 08 ke 9,750 22 1898
Tokiwa ........ G A 9,750 22 1898
TR0 h s R R o % 9.760 21 - 1899
IWOte i ies o s T ain 9,750 21 1900
WREDIBIO o o'o's s ' ehbiatare s o v al 9,646 20 1899
Azutn - LK e 2,307 20 1899
KBSUER . . s o5 s canemeine 7,628 20 1901
Nisshin ,..ocnes csseces 7.628 F 1]
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. A# for the Teader of our-lend ftorves, the choice is not
so simple. Like Admfiral Togo, Field Marshal Oyama
would only grace with his presence and ripeness of ex-
perience the councils of war at Tokyo. Perhaps Gen-
eral Nozu, who was made fleld marshal; perhaps Gen-
eral Oku, who succeeded General Kodama as the chief

. of headquarters staff, but more likely another.

B A few weeks ago at Washington, answering to a
friendly toast at a banquet,ia soldier of Nippon said:
“I belong to & profession the only justification of which
is to maintain the peace.” It would be a strange twist

“of the whimsical fingers of the Soverelgn Potter of
Dfe!tlnles' to take this guiet nan,

and still more modest in splirit, in 16\'9 wm,'peace, and

‘who asks of the zods mothiug’better now than to en-

\ i

modest in stature

joy a few peaceful days of quict among the pines and
the Plums of his old Satsuma bhome, whose simple heart

of
him

Americans
army

candid
tears,

the frank and friendship the

almost to and lead
against the Americans, in whom he has found so many
things to admire and love. But, of course, we are talk-
ing of an “impossible war” and therefore may be per-
mitted indulge in strange fancies, no one, it
such unfortunate crisls were to occur, would be
surprised to see General Kuroki placed at the head of
the land forces of Nippon.

It was an early day in May, 1904, a few days after
General Kuroki had driven the Russians from the Yalu,
and the place was the historic and time honored castie
at Kjuliencheng, just over the Yalu river. A telegram
was handed to him. It read, “Umimo rikumo Kajiyva-
machi mochi Kiridana,” which by interpretation
means, “Both by land and by sea Kajiva sireet has
done it all” The telegram came from Admifal Kab-
ayama, he who was the chief of the admiralty staff
in our war with China; for, like Togo and Oyama and
kamimura, General Kuroki came from the self-
fame historic street, Kajiva, in Satsuma, where he was
born in the 11th day of the third moon, 1844,

Of Polish parentage? Pshaw! we are not jesting
General! Kuroki has just about as much Polish
blood as President Roosevelt—a little less, if anything.

Like that of his friend, Admiral Kamimura, the
bright day of General Kuroki fell in the closing days
of the Tokugawa shogunate. With the rest of the
vouths, General Kurokli worshiped the great Selgo as
he had never done a god. When the troublesome days
of the restoration came, Kuroki found himself at the
head of a subcompany, No. 4, under the command of
“great Seigo. It was at the famous battle of Fushim!
and of Toba that Kuroki read his first primer of war,
writ in actual blood and fire. 1 through the trying
vears of the restoration Kurokl fought under the Ym-
perial, standard, and In 1871 he ‘was summoned . to
Tokyo and made the captain of the bodyguard of the
emperor. The year 1872 saw him promoted to the rank
of major and placed at the head of a battalion of the
Imperial guard. 2

In 1876 he was made a lleutenant colonel and was
given the command of the Twelfth regiment infantry
of the Hiroshima garrison. When the ecivil war of
1877 came he was commanded to take the fleld against
his own clansmen of Satsuma, at the head of whom
was the god of his youth, the great  Seigo.

In the herolc story of the relieving of the Kuma-
moto castle, which had withstood the repeated assaults
of the Satsuma forces under Seigo and which had suf-
fered from perhaps one of the most trying sieges in
history, you hear the name of Kuroki mentioned more
than once. The struggle was desperate. Finally, on
April 15, 1877, Kuroki, at the head of his men, entered
the castle., That was the beginning of the end of the
civil war.

At the close of the war Kuroki was promoted to
the‘rank of colonel and his majesty bestowed upon him
the decoration’ of the Rising Sun. After that many
vears of peace. =

Then came the Chine-Nippon war, which told the
werld how well Geperal Kurokl ytilized tha dgvs of

moved make an

to and

an

de

now,

‘handwriting on the wall

peace for the cpitical hour that was to be. To Gemeral
Kurok! was given the difficult task of superintending
the details of mobilization at home. He had never had
suel @ trying job befgre nor since. General Kuvok!
has a way of taking vacations when he is placed at the
fighting front, and 'later, when he was actually In
Shantung, e was heard to say: "I have never worked
and worried as much as I did then. Tt was the hardest

job I have ever undertakem, but, of course, here on the
battlefietd I am enjoying myself very well. I feel as
though a heavy burden had beer v thrown off my
shoulders.”

Under General Oyama "Kuroki took th® fleld
northern China at the head of the famous Kyus
boys, and the capture of Weihaiw 3
Kuroki's splendid victory is now one
told tales.

Speaking of his work in the late Russian war, some
one has said that American had Lee, Germany Von
Moltke, France Napoleon and England r Wellington,

but these countries count their geninses
among the dead. Happier than they, has he
J.ee., Von Moltke, Napoleon and Wellington all in
person of living Kurokl. Perhaps he was ght A\
anyv rate, Japan would feel no misgiving in | 18
destiny in the hands of this silent admiral, the child
of the elder days of Nippon. ®
Baron General Kodama, “the brain of Oyama's
camp,” as he has been repeatedly called—and justly,

too—Iis no more. Still we are not without consolation.
Have we not with us General Fukushima? He was the
man—I almost said the man of genius—who had given
for the guldance of our Manchurian army in the last
war & knowledge of Manchuria which was very much
more complete and accurate than was possessed by the
Russians themselves. He also made himself famous
with his amiable handling of the newspaper corre-
spondents in the last war. Thére are people who say
that his second achievement was greater even than the
first. Men have spent time and words trying to com-
pare -General Fukushima to General Kodama. They
have not always succeeded  in making one more bril-
liant than the other as a military tactician, and that
says a great deal for the ability of General Fukushima,

A few months ago his majesty the emperor ex-
pressed his confidence and appreciation of Gegeral Nogi
in an unusual way. The general was placed by the
imperial command at the head of the Nobles' college,
an jnstitution devoted emtirely to the education of the
children of nobility. That was another way of saying
that his majesty chose the general as an ideal man
(and the ideal of Japanese manhood is a union of the
soldier and the scholar in one), and honored him in
intrusting In his hands the peculiarly delicate work of
fashioning the characters of the future sovereigns of
the empire and their Intimate kinsmen. But on a ecrit-
ical day, if ever it comes, Nippon knows always that
the sword of General Nogi is at her command.

To General Hasegawa and his men will perhaps be
given the distinction of acting as the striking arm of
our army in the next campaign. Like the rest of his
compeers, General Hasegawa comes from Satsuma.
Like the rest of his comrades, he has devoted his en-
tire life to the service of the country. He has served
in'every war since the civil war of 1377, and ian the
Russian war he was placed at the head of the picked
men we call the Imperial guard, which upheld the fame
of*‘Kuroki's ranks. Then there is General Terauchi.

In the matter of leaders, the Japanese army actu-
ally suffers  -from embarrassment of riches. As the
Russian war did, so doubtless would a future war pick
out men who would make a Jacob's ladder of heaven
sent opportunities. But very likely all the d&tvision
commanders of our army, the number of which after
the reorganization has been increased to 17, will be
called upon to take a very active part in a future war

These, then, are the leaders of our forces by land
and by sea in a future war. But why should I think
of it? Do I belleve in the peossibility of a war with
Amgerica? Not at all. Nelther does any other sensible
man on this side or that of the Pacific. At the same
time, no sensible people believed in the possibllity of
the Spanish-American war on the very day when the
Maine was blown up.
from nothing.

Great fires have often resulted
It is all very well for us to talk of the

What's the use? It ls very
sure that none of us reads It
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