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The Insider
Relates an anecdote of the late George l.(nox,
showing how he-rose from digging flltCh.Cs
to affluence as an established linguist
Incident in Life G t this ci o e
of George T. Knox  \JT L00in of the MeMahon grenadicr

guards, who recently passed away, was one of those who came to San Fr.an-
cisco in '49. He had not definitely determined what he would do, so he tried
his hand at everything which brought him an honest dollar. One day, while
digging a trench in Clay street, néar Kearny, he noticed two men trying to
engage in conversation. It was utterly impossible for them to understand
one¢ another. One spoke English but no French, and the other Freach but
no English. Knox got out of the trench and volunteered his services, say-
ing, “If you will permit me I will help you out, as I am a linguist” And
he did help them, S

The English speaking man, who was one of San Francisco's early days’
lawyers, then turned to Knox and asked him several gquestions the answers
to which satisfied him that the man with the shovel was a lingnist and a
scholar.

“I'm astonished to see a man of your attainment at this kind-of work:
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population, which, as the city grew, was of great advantage to him. More
than once Knox was heard to say, as he related the incident, “I never
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T appears that Fairbanks has been tried and found wanting. It as just awarded a pension/ I knmow ome man who would be ready with

his mite. This is Charles Josselyn, who has often expressed admiration for
Mlle. de la Ramee’s writings.  When Josselyn compiled his book of quota-
tions, which was published about two years ago, there were a number of ex-
cerpts from Ouida’s novels included. Few people read Ouida nowadays, but
except that her style is somewhat verbose and old fashioned, she Is a thou-
sand times nearer worth while than some of the “best seilers” that it is the

| fashion to rave about. She is a philosopher, and love is to her an open book
iu many volumes.

may be that the people do not care for vaudeville politics, even
when mixed with a suspicion of melodrama and the limelight.
A mixture of buttermilk and cocktails, complicated with the
rescuc of a damp, unpleasant damsel from a watery grave, was
very well by way of entertainment for the silly season, but the
people, by and large, could not be persuaded to take seriously
the persevering activities of the press agent. The only result
achieved was that people began asking, What has Fairbanks done
and what politics does he stand for? And ansffer seems to be,
Nothing in particular, or, at least, nothing of which he cares
to boast.
Within the republican party there is, of course, a division
of sentiment of the sort that always exists and must always con-
tinue tagcharacterize the opinions of any strong and important body.

] ; : ! . A NEW industry for child laborers has
i s = . Unfair Pay for been discovered by a IMttle girl who,
;;f?‘ i \ a Child Laborer though she has .rich’ parents, likes to
i ;{{ W » earn an honest nickel with her own chubby hands once in awhile. The in-
I.’.'1 [ !li’l ”,:’ f
|
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furnish an i{dea for the kids to work upon. Little Mary had been playing in a

]
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" dustry would be impossible outside this city, or this state anyway, but it may
g neighbor's yard all the morning, and when she returned home she showed

One faction—we use the term in a parliamentary sense—favors
advanced and progressive policies of the sort that Roosevelt advo-
cates. The other is conservative and very well pleased with exist-
ing conditions. Their opponents call them “reactionaries,” while
they retort that the Roosevelt followers are revolutionary, or worse,
and would pull down the temple about our ears.

Fairbanks was first put forward by the conservative wing, just
to see how he would take with the country. He has not taken very
well.  His active enemies riddled him with shot, while the indiffer-
ent public were only amused at the absurd activities of the press
agents, of whom Mr. Faigbanks maintai#®§ a maltifarious staff.

In this situation the conservatives are ‘turning to Philander
Knox, senator from Pennsylvania. Senator KnoxX has not made
himself ridiculous nor as yet afforded game for the American
humorist. It may be that he showed a certain lack of originality
when he announced in a recent address that he chiefly favored a
“return to the constitution.” We would not impute plagiarism,
which is odious, but it might seem that Colonel Henry Watterson
had copyrighted this sentiment in the more pungent shape of “Back
to the constitution.” We greatly doubt whether the plain people
will work up any considerable enthusiasm over any of these “back
to nature” platforms.

Politicians who watch things at the east are saying that the
real contest in next year's convention will be between Taft and
Knox. A tremendous effort, backed by unlimited money, will be

# made to take the Ohio delegation away from Taft, and if it should
succeed that would be fatal to his ambition. But it will' fail, in all
probability, notwithstanding the activity of Foraker. Knox will
start in the race with the big Pennsylvania delegation behind him,
and all the conservative influences in the several states will be
employed to drum up delegates.

An odd factor of the situation is that the conservatives find
themselves in, some degree handicapped by their own past activi-
ties. They have contrived, through the pervasive assiduity of
their press agents and led captains, to create a Ccertain body of
“Fairbanks sentiment.” Now that they find Fairbanks won’t do,
they are compelled to undo their own work and replace it with
an equally fervent form of affection for Knox. The situation is
embarrassing, because simple minded people do not relish being
asked to accept two distinct and separate gospels in one twelve-
month. It is greatly feared that some of the “Fairbanks senti-
ment” may go astray, now that its object is no longer considered
an eligible suitor. Besides, the “Fairbanks sentiment” cost a lot
of money, first and last, and much perspiration of the brow. Unfor-
tunately for the promoters, it cannot be handed over on a clcan~1

plate to Knox.

E Great Surplus.” The existing surplus in the treasury is nearly
$90,000,000, and Mr. Roberts contends that the people could

use that money to better advantage than letting the government

spend it. It should be left to fructify in the pockets of the people.

This is the argument:

At 2 bankers’ state convention, two or three weeks ago, a general panic
was predicted unless the revenues, as a whole, should be paid directly to
the banks instead of passing through the treasury as now. The argumeént
is that business cannot afford to have its life blood drawn away. Far more
obvious is it that the people should keep their own money and the govern-
ment extort the least possible amount. In that course is the surest guar-
antee of safety, the chief bulwark of protection. Probably disaster, when-
ever it shall come, will be local and transient, and in single classes, not
covering the continent or all consumption and commerce. The or

a hundred million dollars a year kept busy by the citizens wifl bear richer
and better fruit than if piled up inpbankayorytreunry. e

There is a great deal of force in this reasoning, but it will
scarcely commend itself to the standpatters, who are ever on the
watch for any movement that threatens even remotely the pain-
fully constructed edifice of the tariff. A revision of the tariff will
not be had for the next two years, and in the meantime the sur-
plus will keep piling up at the rate of nearly $100,000,000 ‘a year.
Doubtless congress will find means to spend it, but that means
extravagance and probably waste. ; :

SOLDIERS AT WAR AMONG THEMSELVES

ERHAPS it's a way they have in the army. Licutenant

THE ONEROUS SURPLUS

LLIS H. ROBERTS, formerly treasurer of the United States,
writes in the North American Review on “The Wrong of the

/when be called his brother officers w

e is retired.|
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her mother fifteen cents,
“I earned it, mamma,” she said.
When question
neighbor’s black spaniel. “Five cents

further, she explained: “I took the fleas off Tip”—the

a dozen: [ removed three dozen.”
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The Smart Set;

case of the Keokuk school teacher. “I understood,” remarked the
visitor, “that Mr. Blank was dismissed because he was foo loqua-
cious.” “No, sir,” explained the school trustee;™we tns allowed
it were because he talked too much with his mouth” = -

The retirement of Colonel Ayres for physical disability, is the
sequel of a somewhat confused military episode that began at- West
Point, when Mrs. Ayres criticised the commanding officer because
he ordered that the cadets’ overcoats be removed from the shoulders
of certain young ladies, who wore them as protection from the
rain during a parade at the post. Mrs. Ayres, who is a lady of
nimble tongue and facile pen, took occasion thereafter to sass the
commandant. She was ordered excluded from the post. She threat-
ened to sue the whole staff and the secretary of war for damages.
Colonel Ayres very naturally took his wife’s part and-said some
pretty hard things about court martial methods.

This is not by any means the first time that Colonel Ayres
has had trouble with his military superiors. While he has an
unusually brilliant record for gallant service in the field, yet he
has had a way of getting into hot water. ‘We may not assert that
there is any relation between these traits and the diagnosis made
by Major Guy Edie of the examining board that retired Colonel
Ayres. This is the diagnosis: A

Among the physical ailments mentioned specifically by the: surgeons
was chronic Bright's disease, a hardening of the arteries, and, in the way
of motor action, an accentuated motion of the elbows and knees. ~

“The circulatory trouble,” said Major Edie, “would soon result in physi-
cal bréakdown if golonel Ayres remained in service. Apoplexy ‘is almost
sure to intervene. To prolon? his life the colenel must live very quietly
and save himself absolutely from excitement and exposure.”

These are impressiwe, mouth filling words, but there will be
some to say that the Keokuk school trustee might have sized up
the situation more closely.

4.
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WAKED UP THE WRONG PROFESSOR

S the white fly dead? Apparently it is officially dead and there
is war over the remains, but Professor” Woodworth of the
University of California declares that the white fly is not scien-
tifically dead and may have to be killed all over again. It
should be explained that the white fly is a destructive insect that
threatens the orange crop and has effected alodgment at Marysville.
Horticultural Commissioner Pease swears on a stack of bibles
that the insect has been eradicated by his labors at Marysville,
chiefly in the way of defoliation. As a consequence of this
process of plucking the trees it is the official theory that the
baneful insects die of starvation or are consumed by fire along
with the leaves. .But Professor Woodworth remarks, with some
asperity, that the plucking was done at the ‘wrong time. Pease

wings. In that defeniseless condition of the enémy victory for
the state would have been easy. But Pease did not know enough,
says Woodworth, and proceeds to make a pot roast of the com-
missioner. ’ Bt e ] r

“The management of the past campaign,” says the proféssor,
“has been fundamentally bad and its history is chiefly useful in
pointing out how not to do the work,” He characterizes the work
of Pease as “streny but misdirected”—what the vulgar ‘call4
coarse. He speaks with fine contempt about fighting flies with a

the work anew, avoiding the mistakes of the past campaign.”"

We must attribute. the acidity of Professor Woodworth's
remarks to a sevgreand&xaéﬁng scientific conscience and not at
all to any feeling due to the commissioner's charge that Weod-
worth was guilty of ary from" i
Gossard, but we are ready to bet a big red apple that by this
2 ' up the wrong professor.
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should have attacked the insects before they had grown legs and| :

saw and a whitewash brush, and adds that “we ‘should begin all|

plagiary from the work of the distinguished |*

The army surgeons say it is Bri but there are
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Western Union Slowness
Receives Another Rap
DITOR Call—Dear Sir: In your
issue of the 24th inst. I notice
: thq.t. A1 R. Kanaga complains of
the Wesgern Union's slow deliv-
ery. He says that with an ox team
which can travel three to five miles
an hour he can beat a Western Union
telegram.

I very much doubt his assertion. I
claim that the Western Union can do
and does much better than that. I
filed a telegram at Indio, Cal, Sunday
at 11 a. m., notifying my people that
I would arrive on the following Mon-
day morning. Sitting at my home on
Union street, Oakland, the following
Tuesday at 5 p. m”the telegram arrived
and the boy had the audacity to charge
10 cents for delivery. It took. the tele-
gram 54 hours to truvel 610 miles.

1 do_not believe Mr. Kanaga could
beat this record with a mule team,
much less with oxen. It is strange
how some people are so fond of find-
ing fault and always complaining
about trifles. J. P. BARATA.

Oakland, July .25, 1%07.

Railroad Gossip
ULIUS -KRUTTSCHNITT, director
J the Harriman lines, left yesterday

“ aftermoon for home by special

train, going by way of Niles canyon to

of maintenance and operation for
Tracy and then on east.
. - .

George Fraser, not disheartened by
‘the successive and crushing defeats
which the baseball team of the Trans-
portation club has received from every
‘club it has encounteréd, has determined
to try conclusions with the embryo
Deweys and Paul Joneses that flourish
Goat island. Fraser has sent the
team of the training school a challenge
to play it on its own grounds. It is
und _that the challenge has been
accepted, but as the ferry boats do not
make Goat island a-port of call Fraser
is negotiating with the secretary of
the navy to have a man of war detailed
to carry over to the island the Trans-

Po; ‘.club: baseball team, the
friends, the relatives and also their ad-
mirers.. is an impression abroad

that Fraser intends to make this base-
‘ball game one of the most exclusive
‘sotial features of the summer season.
Ft I b e ol AL e
-~ Bruce’ Norton, traveling ‘passenger
agentt of the Union Pacific at Fresno,
is in the city and says that the San
Joaquin ,valley was never more pros-
perous. & ;
“Why, do you know,” he remarked,
“that as an evidence that we are rich,
‘the sum of $100,000 has been spent dur-
ing the last 60 day$ on automobiles in
the city of Fresno? Every man who
has & 40 %icre vineyard now buys a run-
bout, a man with 80 purchases a.

4,000 tov ‘car and: one with 120
acres’ has ‘runabout and also a tour-

ing car.”

o RS, YNEZ SHORB WHITE has
arranged the dates of her as-
semblies for this coming winter.
These popular dances will take

place on the evenings of the following
Fridays: ' November 22, December 13,
January 17, February 7 and February
28.  They give promise of being very
gay. A number of bachelor officéers will
be stationed at the Presidlo and from
all accounts the whole navy will be on
deck, This will be very cheery news,
indeed, for the charming debutante.s.
E - -

A delightful bit of news has reached
the friepds of Miss Claudine Cozzons,
whose engagement to Charles A, War-
ren Jr. Mrs. A. R. Cozzons has just an-
nounced. For some days past the en-
gagement of this interesting young
couple has been an open secret. Miss
Qbzzons is a bright, cléver college girl,
belonging to the Kappa Kappa Gamma
fraternity of Stanford. Charles War-
ren Jr. is associated with his father in
the Warren improvement company. He
is a particularly nice chap and well
known and likéd among .the Berkeley
fraternities. While no date has been
set for the wedding it wil probably be
an affair of the e_arily tcﬂ.

-

Mrs. C. A. Gillette, wife of Major
Gillette, formerly of the armiy, i8 now
enjoying all the delights of camp life
near the Mammoth Hot Springs hetel,
in Yellowstone park, accompanied by
her children. Major Gillette, before his
resignation was forwarded to Wash-
ington, D. C., was considered one of the
ablest engineers in the service. ile
was stationed some few years ago at
Fort Mason and later at Philadelphia,
and is now engaged in construetion
work in the City of Mexico. They may
visit this coast before returning to
their home in’ ,Phlladelghu.

® »*

R. Mes® and Mrs. Mead, well known
both here and along the coast, are en-
joying their bridal trip at Yellowstone
park. Mrs. Mead was May Sadler of
this city. . %

Lieutenant Commander Irving V. Gil-

‘on the Siberia.
-

‘Lynda Bryan, Mrs, A S

lis of ‘the navy, accompanied by Sur-
geon James C. Pryor, U.S. N, and Mrs.
Pryor and Commander James H. Sears,
U. 8. N, sailed Thursday for Honeolulu

- -

Louis Carrigan and Miss E. Carrigan
have sailed for Hongkong. They are
on a pleasure trip and will visit many
interesting places beforée their return.

- . .

Among those sailing on the Siberia
for the orient were Commander
Richard M. Hughes, U. 8. N.; Assistant
Surgeon Andre E. lee, U. S N, and
Lieutenant Charles M. Tozler, U. & N.

3 - . -

Dr. W. A. McEnerny and his sister,
who accompanied the remains of the
late Mrs. McEnerny to Salt Lake City
for burial, have stopped for a few days
of rest at Tahoe before returning to
this ecity.

Mrs. W. G. Murchison, accompanied
by Misd Taynton, has arrived from the
east and will await the coming of Cap-
tain Murchison from Manila, who is ex-
pected on the Buford.

- .

Mrs. John McGaw entertained a few
friends one afternoon last week in an
informal way at bridge. Among ‘the
players were Miss May Rels, Mrs. John
P. Hopkins, Mrs. J. . Jennings, Mrs.

Baldwin, Mr=.

John M. Hammond, Miss Magzie Coyle,

Miss Angela Coyle, Mrs. O~ D. Baldwin

Mrs. Sharon,: Miss May Sharon,

John Clayton and Mrs. Hogue. .
K - -

Mr. and Mrs. E. . Snell of San Fran
cisco were the

Mrs. J. F. Ford at Redwood City.
- - -

Mr. and Mrs. Wi D. Chapman,
Miss Chapman and Chapman

are visiting at Del Monte.
- » -

Sumner Hardy and Prentlss Grav
have been enjoying the temnis courts at
Del Monte. :

Mrs.

- - ® &
Mr. and Mrs. I. W. Hellman, 1. W.
Hellman Jr. and Frederick M. Hellman
are passing the weelkat Del Monte.

" . . Personal

‘Mention

John Hay of London is at the Falir-

mont.
E. C. Roberts ®f Yreka is at the

Savoy.
Dr, H. Hunt of Los Angeles is at the

Carl C. Schroeder of Clncinmati is at
the Hamlin.

the Baltimore.

the St. Francis. A o
W. H. Foster of Youngstown, O., is
at the Fairment. 282 R Sate £
Henry W. Field of San Luis Obispo
1s at the St. l"ruc!-.l
Walter Knight and Mrs. Knight of
Napa are at the Fairmont. -~ .
Dr. €. L. Rion, U. 8. A, and Mrs.
Rion are at the Jefferson.

W. E. Bowden_
Cclo., are at the J.
are at the Imperiak

Henry Wiezmann of Seattle Is at.

T. J. Field, a Montdrey banker, is at St.

and wife of Leadville, '
e -Hora
A, L. Ware and Mrs. Ware of Los |

Congressman James MeLachlan of
is at the Magestic.
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