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" DR. WILSON'S INDICTMENT
. OF PRINCETON CLUBS |

“They divide all four classes Into segments and sharply separate the
| classes as wholes from one enother during the two earler

vears of

} the undergraduate’s course, when characters are beilng formed and i
points of view estabdlished. }
“The club absords all the planning facuities of the undergraduates,
becsuse all social ambitions”turn upon it It will be difficult to ex- i‘
| agperate the !mportance in the life of the undergraduate as to whether. 1
§ &t the end of his gsophomore yvear he is golng to Le taken into one of the
f upper class clubs
“The university *  * *  secms in danger of becoming, If the pres-
ent tendencies of undergraduate organisations are allowed to work out
thelr Jogical resuilts, only an ariistic sétting and background for life on !

Prospect avenue™
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Club and Fratemity

Undergraduate socjety life in Ameri-
can colieges divides caturally into two
types. In one the olub idea is dominant;
in the gther the fraternlty or tirother-

oo idea is uyppermost. Definite re-
strictions to one or two clalses is com-
mon in tHe clyb type. The fraternity
type takes men {rom all classes and all

ourses, forming what might be styled
¥ group.

To § {ilustrations of the clud typs
one must seck Harvard, Yale or Prince-
ton. Iz this eastern tric of unfversi-
jes, redojent with history and tradl-
tions, the intercollegiate soclsty takes
the lower place. But it speaks vigor-
ously for the power of the fraferpity
idea that not & single other !nstitution
in the land has followed the cxample
of these three i localizing their soclal
interests. “olumbla, Cornsll, Syracuse,
Pennsyivania have thelr dozens of
chapters of the Greek letter societies.
Dwvery one of the so oalled historical
colleges of the east nas its guotz from
three or four up. In the dsmocratic
west and especially in the nany sicsd
state universities thess socistics have
had & very sturdy growth. The inst!.
tutions of the south are filled wiih
chapters,

The reason for the differentiation of
socleties in Harvard, Yale and Princ. .
ton from the fraternal type lles in local
conditions. In the two New Englsnd
‘nstitutions college sentiment hes over-
powered what might be called the In-
vercolisgiate spirit. Both are gelf-suM-
clent, to use the word & no carping
sense. They have felt less the need of
outside ties than institutions of less
agn Princeton received her direction
slong society lines largely through =a
faoulty decree Jdating back half a cen-
tury.

Harvard has been from the begin-
ning & graveyard for Greek letter go-
cleties. Almost every prominent fra-
ternity bhas gttempted to support =
chapter there, and most of them have
fafled. Sometimes the charters have
been withdrawn because the Harvard
organizstion had becomse misrepresent-
ative of the parent soclety. This was
notably trus 15 years ago of the so

alled “Dickey.” BEstablished as a chap-
of Delta Kappa Bpsiion, it came
to be a sophomore society, which re-
juired its candidates to 4o sens=ational
and even dangerous “stunts.” Finally
the fraternity withdrew Iits sanction
and the soclety mow exists only as &

ocal.

In much the same way the Alphs

tar

Delta Phi chapter at Harvard has
hanged its position, though still re-
taining ctonnection with the fraternity.

To most Harvard men it is only known
as the “A D. clud,” and is largely an
upper class soclety, initizting men of
social position and weailth, Many of
its members come up through a sort of
society chain. This begins with the
mique institute of 1779, which salects
perhaps 100 freshmen by tens, and it
continues through the wsophomore
“Dickey.”

Combining wsocial prestige with at-
tention to the drama are the Hasty
Pudding, full of years, and the P{ Eta.
Both these sogietiss give plays In the
spring. usually original prcductions eof
the members,

Coe bears mors adout Greek letter
societies at Tele than at Harvard
They have adjusted themselves mors
cicsely, pgrhaps, to the Yale system,
whioh, in the academio department at
least, has no counterpart in any other
American ©o!

The influence of the senicr societies,
fkull and Bones, Scroll and Key and
Woll's Head, to which bas recently
been afdded & would Be rivai, the Elf
club, is overshad . Owing to the
pressure of these the older
of which dates bmock 76 yeare, the lead-
ing Greek letter socleties are virtualiy
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in existence thers In 1888, when the
college authorities finally voted to
exclude them.

This action was taken to save from
destruction the anclent Cliosophic end
American Whig socleties, commonly
called Cllo end Whig. These or-
ganizations for Iliterary and parlia-
mentary training were founded in 1763
and 1769 respectively. They had
existed in healthy rivairy nearly a cen-
tury before the Greek letter societies
came. Then their glory began to wane
and Princeton’s leadeérs acted vigor-
ously to oust the newcomers.

Princeton has no memorial hall, no
“commons,” hence the gathering of stu-
dents in small coteries at meals out-
side has long been a popular idea. The
membership of these clubs regulated
itself. Men of the same llkes gravi-
tated together, even the quelity ef
“grub” furnished belng of less im-
portance than the social afMnity of
the “crowd.”

Members took the clubs not at all
seriously. They gave them the most
fantastic names they could devise, and
often bdoth name and club dled with
ths year. Thus it came about that
while the Ivy, the first eating club or-
ganized on the present basis, was
was founded in 1878, it was still in 1838
the only olub having a permansnt
character. v

A year later the Cottags clud came
inte being. Tiger inr came the foliow-
ing year. Then it was evident that the
university was on the eve of a social
revolution. Bverybody bad suddenly
discovered how nice it would de to have
& permanent home for his dining club.

So into the university came swiftly
10 more eating clubs, well organized
and meny of them incorporated to in-
sure long Iife. In order of founding
these were Cap and Gown, Colontal,
Him, Cannofi, Campus, Quadrangls,
Charter, Tower, Terrace and Key and
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These, with the older Ivy, Cottage
and Tiger Inn, constituts ths 13 clubs
agalinst which the Princeton trusteés
are moving., Each has {ts own house,
its seal and charter, {ts board of alumni
governors, {ts honorary members from
the faculty and its pretty pin.

The active membership of sach clud
is about 30, nearly equally dtvided be-
tween seniors and juniors. The cludb-
houses range In size from bulldings
worth perhaps $15,000 or $20,000 to
elaborats structures of older clubs, riv-
aling in equipment and luxury the
homes of country clubs. One house cost
$100,000, and enother is not far behind.
The value of property held by the 13
clubs is conservatively estimated today
at $500,000. Five of the clubs that now
have falrly gocd houses are already
planning to erect finer ones,

Yet Dr. Wilson says thess clubs, with
their manifold deligh must be abol-
ished or transformed. his report to
ihe trustees, which the board approved
with virtual unanimity, he declared
that the success of the preceptorisl ays-
tem in Princeton was in danger from
the g demunds of club life, He
called de able the condition of up-
per classmen who were not chosen to
g9 forward,”
sald, “to their graduation almost lke
men who are in the university and yet
not of 1t.”

He described how sophomore olubs
have been organized in the university
with almost the sole pu of getting
their members into the upper class
clubs. Freshmen also have their organ-

ization designated to make easy a
transition into the sophomore ¢clubs and
then higher

uD.
As a oure for this state of affairs the
committes X
the under

and dlversion and its resident macter
aCMem.mm«m

}
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“the grouping of
quad.

Chancellor Syracuse
- Shey ronel e g B & Ditive s

viewseS Shall be associated in a sort of
family life, 82 comraded at meals and
in many dafly activities, the upper
classes ruling and forming the lower
and all in constant association with
members of the faculty.”

The Princeton clubs are hardly to be
classed as even near fraternities. In
their selective principle and in their
linking of alumni and under graduates
they resemble Greek letter socleties,
but they are weakest where fraternities
are strongest—in the joining of class
delegations by a common bond. And
it is deeply significant that President
Wilson's propsed reform would estab-
lsh in Princeton subdlvisions of the
students or almost the exact lines of
fraternity chapters, but omitting the
selective principle and adding repre-
sentatives of the faculty as guides and
mentors of the under graduates.

Secretary Root’s Story

It was in keen recognition of this
point that Secretary Root, a member of
Sigma Phi, speaking at the Hamiiton
commencentent dinner, where he prais-
ed the Influence of fraternities, told
this pithy incident: g :

“I have been ve y much interested in
the announcement that Princeton Is
preparing to do away with the grest
dining clubs. I asked the president of
Princeton at Harvard yesterday
whether it was true and he said that he
had become satisfled that it was neces.
sary for the greatest usefulness of the
institution that instead of & separate
system of clubs from classes there
should be a restoration of dluds that
should include in different groups the
members of all classes. I said, "That
is what your schoo! expeiled men for
50 years ago!'" -

The head of the state t is

not alone among pubdblic men ia
recent expression of for
college organization to he.

the
the
d fraternity mbt.;
longed and the
general. At a banquet
tendered to him March by the
Delta Upsilon club of New York ?m
ernor Hughes elogqu the
benefits of fraternity

To these individual c 5
might be muiltiplled &
could be added the views eof

residents who belleve in £3
ﬁ:-. Only a few yuﬂ*m
of 48 colleges in the ocountry were
sounded by a fraternity man. Of the
m?onlu only pn& wuo d ais-
ingly opposed to the '
tem. Thirty - four peplies ware t:
tinctly favorable,
That there are
fraternity life, how
question.

ays: :
“If fraternities were not in Syracuse

I would not Welcome them. That
thers are some good things about
them to be commended I do not gues-
tion. They can be made in some of
their features helpful to character and
scholsrshiy, and some of the chapters
are so. But they may bs mischievous
and harmful, sand thege are in all

large chapters that are
loafing places, fbsorbing time that
should be dsvoted to study and giving
triviai 3 and social festivi-

convelrsation
ties the pilace that belongs to solid
thinking and earnest discussion of
student purposes snd plans.

“The rivalry of chapters is not a
rivalry of scholarship. The chapter is
not sacrificed to the university., Every-
thing must serve the chapter.

“It is not possible to securs a spirit
of democracy in a university Sswhers
fraternities and similar clubs are a’;'n-
inant. And there is no plaee whers
democracy is so desired as in college.
We want no rich or poor, high or low
in college. We want equal terms of
manhood and womannhood and equality
of student privileges. Our aristocracy
should be the aristocracy of character
and scholarship with equal advantages
and amenities to all.

“There should be decided changes in
college fraternities and clubs or they
should go. The only ground upon
which they have any claim to stay is
the service they reénder the instity-
tion.”

To the discussion of fraternity bet-
terment Clarence P, Birdseye, a New
York lawyer and member of Chi Pst,
has regently made an Interesting con-

tridbution. In a beook on *“Individual
Training in Our Colleges” he develops
the idea that fraternities should take
the place in the lives of thelr members
that the college authorities used to
have before the institutions became so
iarge. Discussing this large proposi-
tion he says:

“There has been no systematic study
of the fraternity as an educational In-
fluence until about three years ago.
Then one fraternity put a pald secre-
tary into the fleld to look out for Its
18 coliege homes and bring its alumni
into close and living touch with its un-
dergraduate members and thus pro-

vide a force that would IT‘ and
inspire the cillege Ilves of under-
graduats members.

“Its results have Deen very marked
in the very place sought to be reached,
1. e, in the 96 per cent of the student's
life spent outside the classroom, with
& corresponding beneficial effect on the
10 per cent spent in the classroom.

“This fraternity is seeking the co-
operation of its sister fraternities.
What it has found as to student con-
ditions In general makes it imperative
to move all other fraternities to do
the sanie for their own membaers.

“Already, as the resuilt of this experi-
ment, four other fraternities are agi-
tating 'the appointment of & general
secretary. Furthermore, the officers of
at least four large universities, with
an aggregate attendance of 13,000, have
recognized the power of good of the
fraternities and are proposing to im-
prove student conditions by organizing
the alumni of the various fraternities
for systematic work In the college
homes of the undergraduates™
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Willlam pondl Baird, a member
of Beta DW and » recognized
authority on ternity matters from
his editing of American College Fra-
ternities, Is less optimistic as to the
educationsl development of Greak
letter pocietios. ke writes In pesponse
to a gquestion:

“Tt will probadly de !mpossidle sssen-
ally to modify the fraternity systasm
L] Iam exists within the tarm of one
or generations. It !s my opinion
that siowly this condition of things will
finally be arrived at’ fraternities will
muitiply until at each oollege where
the system is permitted to axist there
will be & sufficlent numbder of chapters
to afford membership to all ¢he students
whe from whatever standpoint aze ells.
gidle to membership.

“The chapter house system s net
developing in the direction of uﬂm
as many competsani obdservers h
that it would ten years ago. Probably
after these houses ares pald for alummnl
enthusiasm will take the form of en=
dowing them so that permanent I
comes will be afforded for thelr sup-

When this time arrives the next
natural step will be of providing
aried tutors and librarians whose
ness it will be to superinisnd
course of study of the chapter,
and to afford the members advice
ass'stance In their collegs work™

It ssems a little singular that thees

fraternity workers should se alosely
approximate in their ideas the proposi.
tion of President Wilson. Fosaibly

siay not oe too rash s suggestion
the New Jersey university may yet
in an enlar and invigorated
ternity systim a cure for its clud
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Legendary Supérstitions of the

By Mary C. Ringwalt

ROM our gocart days we accept
the sun as & Jolly matter of
course, & too dazzling fact for our
bilnking eyes to take Ilberties
with; but from the night when with
outstretched baby arms wa first cry
for the moon that lesser luminary ex-
cites our curjosity and mekes persistent
demends upon our imagination.

Small wonder, then, during the child-
hood years of the race, when the world
1o0Ked out upon life from nursery win-
dows, that all sorts of legends and su-
perstitions gathered about the bright
mystery of the night. Traditlons were
handef down and added to from gen-
eration to generation unt!l now the
moon has a veritable folk lore of its
own,

. There s a dlversity of gpinion in the
household concerning that interesting
individual whom we all agree lives in
the moon, You claim that he is the
wicked old man of biblical story, who,
having gathsred sticks on the Sabbath,

murderer and fugitive, and the dog
‘%ntuu:n:u:vnr%ﬁ.o k, wko
€00!
mmtn&:ﬁ of
mlb !n(lni‘ is .'—l.lho
moon is &
'.3:1 : 8ix1 Chang-ngo, to
e e et 51
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the celestfal kingdom with an elixir of
life, conveniently condensed in a pel-
let. But the potentate, careless of im~
mortality, left the pellet—and, inciden-
tally, the slave girl Chang-ngo—in his
room while he went out a brief mo-
ment. The wideawalke malden took ad-
vantage of her rare opportunity and
-quickly swallowed the pellet. Upon the
discovery of the trick that she had
played him, the furious emperor vowed
death and Jestruction upon the pretty
culprit. But meanwhile the pellet had
be to work, and befors the fleeing
Chafig-ngo could be captured she was
safely whisked up into the moon, where
she has lived happily ever sincs with
the pet white rabbit that she had
snatched in her arms In her fight
from the palade,

The Mandingo tride In Africa look
upoy each new moon as newly creatsd,
wh ring a prayer at the first glimpse
of the silvery crescent, thelr reverent
hands held up to shadow their faces,
while another primitive tribe welcomes
it with hand clapping and beating of
drums,

As a curlous coincidence we read of
the Irisk kneeling down at the discov-
ery of the new moon, reciting the
Lord’s prayer and adding in & loud
voice: “May thou leave us as safe as
thou hast found us.”

store the moon’s brightness.

In the days of Caesar, unless hard
pressed, the Germans would not en-
in . battie before the full mwoon,

that if they did so they would
be defeated.
Drul
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feeble and amMicted folk were
great ances to bathe in &
spring.

“I saw the new moon lats yestresn,

‘W1 the auld moon In her army

And If we gang to sea, masten,

I fear we'll coms to harm™e—
Warns the old ballad of Sir
Spens. And another weatherwise
ity sapiently informs us:. “When th
moonse appeareth in the springtime
ons borne spotted and hiddem with
blacke end great cloud from the
day of his apparition to the fourth dayw
after, it {s some signe of tempests
troubles in the alre the summer

When the moon is at its full I»
golden time for matrimony; but the
e malden pins her hopes
the new moon, for if on the first
of its appéaring she sits on the gate
stile and yays:

“All hail to the moon, sil hall to
I prithee, good moon, declare to me
This night who my bwsband shall

She will either immediately see an

parition her lover to be or slse

him in her' *reams a little later on.
The i velorn mald, hovever, has

monopoly of Intersst ulyn the no;r =

Every mortal discrestly’ rts its favor

12 times a year, h"!:;‘m& “to

& npew moon the ﬁ:’w’:: the righ

hand or directly

the utmost guod IM\‘?’.‘ ol:.! month; as

her on your behind
to haye her ¥ a

i
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80 that in turning your !
happen to see lhLer, o
worst; as also they say 'O be
gold In your pocket at yGat time I8 ¢
very bad consequence.” 5
But the noon is no reSDecter of sex.
If a man has his halr | °ut when the
moon is In Leo his l9cks wilk .
shaggy like a llon's mane; w
in Aries they will curl (a8 d
&8 & ram’s horm. ;
Passing from bew’té‘ teet, ll_'ﬂl‘
speedily discover: L 2wy
“That when the moon'r in her in-.|
crease, .
corn



