
In tt'eD 0/ the recent raids of Jap-
enese seal poachers on American fishing
islands in the Pacific, ncv> interest is.
cisakened in the subject. The follotf-
big article, fcp Henry W. EltiotU
has a special importance, as Mr.Elliott
is an authority, and his book, "Alaska
and the Seal Islands," 'published by
Charles Sajbncr's Sons, is considered
the last Tuord on the subject

In the subjoined article he declares
that "the Japanese raids on, the Alaska
seal islands are planned by American
and Canadian promoters." He, also
makes the surprising statement thai the
killing of five Japanese hunters on St.
Paul island this summer Tsasthe result
cf a so called Japanese poaching expe-
dition, but ipkich teas originated by the
Japanese themselves. - • :

One of the excellent pictures accom-
panying the article shorts the landing
ct St Paul island, Bering sea, near
tsherc too cchooners end 65 Japanese
hunters "acre captured July 5 by the
revenue cutter Manning.

\u25a0 The pictures are taken from senate
documents cf the jiflvs-fourthcongress,
except the one shotting northeast point
of St. Paul island, rvhich was taken
by Mr.Elliott himself. > .

Henry W. Elliott

THE
Killing of five Japanese

hunters on St. Paul island last
suramer aroused intense public'

Interest and was commented on
universally as an Improper business
conducted by one party to It unlaw-
fully and by the other cruelly. But
since a fresh haul last July, on the sth,
of more than 60 Japanese hunters and
two vessels has been made by our
revenue marine authorities right oft!
shore and near the landing at St. Paul
Island, it seems that the public cught
to know now that this business of
raiding the fur seal Islands with crews
-ef Japanese hunters shipped on "Jap-
anese" vessels Is not a new one and It
Is not of Japanese origin or direction.

In Ehort, It never did originate in
Japanese minds, and it never was con-
ducted by Japanese offlcers and agents

from ISSO, when it was first launched,

•cp to tho close of the season of 1906,

vrhe^ it resulted In the death of those
men above mentioned. The status of
the present season is not yet known
asd willnot be accurately defined un-
til tha end of the hunting at sea next
October or early in November.

But we have full and complete rec-
ords of the inception and progression
of this business of fur seal piracy, os-
tensibly under the Japanese flag. The
facts in this history of that lawless
hunting are .Interesting and timely in
their publication at this nour.

\u25a0When the transfer of the fur seal
islands, to our possession took place in
1567 by the cession of Alaska not much
attention was given to the skins of fur
seals; they were not valuable then;
they did not average more than $2.50
to $4 a pelt. The chief attention given
by our people then -was to the acquisi-

tion cf sea otter and silver and black
fox skins; these were very valuable
then, as they are today.

But by the lapse of a few years
these fur seal skins rose to a value of
$8 and (10 a pelt, and considerable in-
terest was aroused In raw fur buyers

\u25a0who looked out for that business In
San Francisco. They began to regard
•with jealous eyes the return cargoes

of fur seal eklna which came down
from the seal islands of Alaska and the
Russian seal Islands, off Kamchatka;
they made mental computations of tha
gTeat profit which the lessees of thesa
Islands made annually on their
catches; they heard of the enormous
numbers of-fur seals which annually

hauled out there, and which were never
killed, slncb the lessees were not per-
mitted to take more than 100,000 an-
nually. /v''l]

The result of this Jealous survey of
the work and profit of the lessees of
these 6eal islands of Alaska and of
Russia was to stir up In the minds of
several San Francisco and Victoria fur
buyers this Idea of sending a vessel and
men up to raid those islands; to run a
party of hunters Inupon a rookery un-
der cover of fog, there to so rapidly

kill and skin seals that within the
limit of a few hours' time this pirating
party could retire with two or.threte
thousand ekins to their vessels, leaving
no 6ign of their going and coming upon
the ground and giving no alarm to the
agents of the government or the lessees
on the islands.
Itwas necessary, of course, that such

piracy as this Idea fomented should be
•wrought insecrecy or itwould speedily
briny -Jts authors to punishment. It
wsaid not do to hire hunters who could
end would babble ..- about this work-
Then, wnere were such hunters to be
hired who would not talk .after the
voyage ended and they were paid :for
their sbar* in Its unlawful success and
gain? P*^M**TaMFgm
Itdid not take 'these San .Francisco

and Victoria traders long to solve that
problem: They hit upon tho plan of
outfitting an English or^-- Victoria
ecKooner or an American vessel in.a
Japanese port, irhere they;cleared her
trith Japanese papers for a "fishing and
hunting voyage In.the North

-
Pacific"

In this port they hired the 25 or 30
hunters

—
hardy, perfectly trained Jap-*

anese waterman and ;flshermen
—

whom
they required to go ashore on the seal
Islands to club and skin fur seals— not
one of them able to speak a word of
English anfi all orders siven «to them

oy «s interpreter. A Canadian or Amer-
ican skipper would then take the helm,
with two or three white "seamen" whe
could alternate. at the wheel and man-

"

age the vessel (a small 60 or 70 ton
schooner) under short sail while the
Japanese hunters were out on the raids.

Such in brief was the Inception of
that "Japanese" piracy which we are
noting in the public press today.; The
first of these "Japanese", raids as*

planned .and promoted was made in a
small American schooner known' to.ua '
as the Mascotte, but which cleared from
Yokohama in .ISBO under a Japanese
name. She was commanded by Captain
Beekwlth and was owned by a Sat
Francisco firm. She raided Otter Isl-
and, w^-.lch lies Just six miles south of
fit.Paul island, the chief sealing island
of the Pribilof group.

In this same year, another smalV
schooner, the Three Sisters, was fitted
up in the same manner at Yokohama
by the same San Francisco firm and
sent on a piratical errand to the Rus-.
slal seal islands. _She „ successfully
landed on Copper island and made way
with a large catch.

The result of these piratical voyages .
In 1880 to Otter island on our side and
Copper Island on. the Russian side was
highly gratifying to the promoters In

'

San Francisco. They had solved the
problem of how to have such work dono
and escape the penalties, while at the
same time they reaped the immense

f
proflts of the business.' These Japa-
nese hunteys were paid <. what was fb
them an immense wage. They under-
stood that they wera to go Out again"
and again, as long as they could find
Beals in this manner. and did not talk
about It to white men.' The assurance
of this employment opened the way
to fortunes for these men and they em-
braced It with all conditions and wero
loyal to their American and Canadian
employers

—
they never talked.

-
;

With epeclal regard to these raids
made on the Alaskan seal islands; by
Japanese hunters hired' as -described
above and which raids were first mads
in. 1880, the following preliminary
statement 6hould be made:

The Pribilof Islands are enveloped
In fog banks nearly all the time from-:
early In June to the end of September
annually; not. more than four or five
clear days occur during that period.
This shelter of the fog is the opportun-'
ity of the pirate. Under its cover hecan slip ashore, kill seals and retreat
to his vessel with the skins unseen.
But there is one danger which he must
take his chances on

—
thesq fog banksoften suddenly roll up and away for a

lew moments or a few hours, then as'
suddenly roll down again. No warning
Is given of this rising or lowering of
these fog curtains.

On account of t.iis"peculiarity of sud-den liftingand then settling of the fog
these "Japanese" fur seal pirates/
successfully raided the seal islatids'dur-
inr that long period between 18S0 andJuly 16, 1908, when for the first 'time
seven of their.men were. shot to death,
red handed, on tho. seal rookeries at
Northeast Point, St. Paul Island. Theplan of. operation' ;whlch has been car- 1
ried out by them was substantially as
below, stated.

On a clear day the spars and hull
of a small sealing schooner can be dis-
tinctly seen eight or ten miles distant
from the lookout points on,the islands.' :
Therefore the raiding -schooners anch-
ored Or '"laid off and on" 15 or 20 miles/
to tha westward and northward of st
PauL This is the chief sealing island

»of the Pribilof/group, on which more
than nine-tenths of the fur seal herd
existed. Then when the Judgment of

'
tho captain of the schooner-decided on
the steady holding of the fog for theday he* would:run In close to the shore
of a rookery, ground, usually at North-
east Point on St. Paul island, lower ".
five or six boats and send 25 or 30 men

'

ashore armed twith nothing but clubs
and skinning knives.-

The exact area and location of every
fur seal. rookery on the two seal Islands
St. Paul and:St. George were sknown :
to this captain. He know the men who-represented the government

*
and the -

lessees on the Islands, and ha knew
'

. what their. habits and order.of -living"
were. In short; he was perfectly well
aware of what they were and
going to do from the opening to the \u25a0

end oorfrthe sealing season: .He knexv
what 1steps they were taking to guard

"

the rookeries. If any .were taken,; and
when and where ha could get.In'upon

-
, the seals with little or ;no risk of de-
tection. by these Islanders.

*
; In ISSI and .1882 the first regularly
ordered work"of raiding the Pribilof
Islands by "Japanese", manned "vessels
was Instituted. These- schooners thus
engaged were ;two> American: vessels,'-
the :Otter and the Alexander, owned

'
by an old \u25a0 San Francisco iflrm. They
carried ;American captains ;and Japan,
ese crews "or.hunters.- They, anchoredevery eight to;the northward of ,St.
Paul *Island. ;some .15 1or -20;miles /dls- ':

"

tant; then, during the night hours and

•come,,lso .that^he could not, land' there
successfully/; wlth^aidoclle^creTv of Jap-/

7anes<3'<hunters.V Indeed,^these .men said
/to /:him%that:,they v-\rould1not /ship "to
\u25a0flghtfon« shore; for/seals.. He therefore
shipped t9l,crew of,-white hunters in San

EFrancisco Jfor //the.' James Hamilton
Lewi*/and 'gave* th'emfno ldeaof wha.the;' really -Intended ;.to/do, except . that
..they. were;to seals oTi'.the high
seas. ,;Hejcleared as an;"American citi-
zen.^ lawfully În-command of 'the James

-Hamilton jXewls/AjJanuary J 10/ r1892,

failed" out from-the: port;of San;Ffah-
/ciscb. March "9,'.fully/equipped for.'a

- six;
month's*,' voyage ,;ihto the North" Pacific
"fishing antfhunting."

' -
Vat;The:nex t.heard \ from this"'"British' pi-J

rate," for,;he; was and Is not;an Ameri-

* new claim for damages against tha
-United .States government In 1904 be-

cause the Lewis.was ;ordered out of
our; part of Berlrtg: sea In.1891 and :.
prevented from raiding our own pre-
serves J

'\u25a0„','\u25a0' These meni with the help of certain
.officialism in Washington.' had a bill
'.(S.^SilO) \reported "out, of the^stnato

foreign';relations committee April 13.'
.1904; (Rep! 2728). •.unanimously by Mr.
SJorgan, wlrtch* provided for the Inter-

ests .pf..the, J^H.vLewts' own«n and her* captain's. ;Alexander ilcL.ean'3, personal
Interestafsas ifan? American citizen" in
two1 British .(See page i,i
lines 8. 11 and 12 of said bill.)
t ;.These. ;pirates -ha* this senate bill
(No.: 3410) called; up "January *; 1905.
and for three days several of tha most
influential and abler 'senators' In the
chamber strove hard to secure Its pass-
age, but the stubborn ,< opposition of.
Sena ton* Platt (Conn.) and Dolliver de-
feated }it.' Dolliver *-was;getting pr«-.
pared .to, unmask :.the ;piracy of \u25a0 th«»

"owners of the Lewis, their 'association
;wlth the department of.state and the
perjury-of their agent. Captain Alexan-
der i'lcLean, . wtlen '^the

;
supporters of

the -111 favored measure suddenly

mdropped It. Those Innocent senators
who had indorsed it finally saw a great
light!-- ; •;.: . ;,_•;-"

.The Iparticular .nerve and
*•Industry

of this Canadian pirate and bis
1American ;backers XlnjSan '-Francisco Is
.wellshown up by the followingepitome

of.his' doings since 1850 up'to dat». It
record 3his -progression as, ah :"Amer-
ican citizen.' lawfully engaged," etc
Alexander McLea"h, British subject, was

. in-.—
-

:-.\u25a0\u25a0•\u25a0\u25a0- . v -:t: / -\u25a0 • -
1890—In-unlawful command of the J.

Hamilton Lewis, American registry, San
.- Francisco, H. Liebes, owners; he raids
Copper? island August 1; he" gets away
-with .two men injured."
:*

.IS9l—ln;unlawful command of the J.
Hamilton Lewis;,he Is seized while
raiding. Copper island August 2; he
is 'busy on this raid,, with
ther.'assUftance of his brother,- "Dan"

tMcLean, /who As in command the
American" schooner E.:E./Webster, also

'\u25a0owned by IIvLlebes of San Francisco;

the Ruaslar.j confiscate and destroy tr»»

J. H..Lewis, Imprison McLean and his
crew for a few weeks at Vladivostok:
released and returned to San Francisco
InOctober.lj{{^{l!jj||ißjl3Byp)P-

1892
—

In unlawful command of the
Rosa Sparks. American schooner, of
San Franclseo; sno-. raids, reported
against him this year, thougrh he may
have been heavily engaged.

1893
—

In (lawful?),command of th»
\u25a0 steam sealing

'
schooner Alexander,

owned by- H. Liebes & Co., and fly-
ing the Hawaiian Gag; he Is de-
tected py the U. S. S. Mohican In the
act of raiding Northea3t Point, St. Paul
Island. In July, but he escapes ta the
fog because the propeller of tho Uo-
hlcan Is disabled.

*
In\December the owners of the J. H.

Lewis and McLean present a claim for
damages against Russia to the depart'

ment of state and urge Its*collection.
1594

—
Sealing; no raids reported

against him."
1895—Sealing; no raMs reported

against him.
*

IS96—ls hired to go as an "American
pelagic hunter" before the Baring Sea
claJm* award commission, which sat at
Victoria, to agree upon the sum which
the United States government should
pay the,British owners of the sealing
vessels seized In ISS3. 133T and ISS9 In
the .°P«o .paters of Bering sea by

United States revenas marina officers.
He."testifies et the peril of hi* life" for
the American side as to the real value
of these British boats so seized. (.Sea
report 3138. senate bill3410, flfty-elsrhih
congress, second session.) The rascal
Is,,la. troth.* there to serv« his sealing
associates, and he does serve them well.
These sealers, get. every, cent of the
actualIdamages which they ortglsally
claimed." But they do not get their
"consequential" damage claims allowed.
The Geneva award denied these claims,
and the precedent held, good here—not
the testimony of HcLean.

1537-IS9S— Is sealing, but no raids
reported against him; his claim of the
J. H. Lewis is now up to the Russian
government and his backers want him
to keep quiet.

1599-1902
—

Is sealing every year, but
keeps in the rear; his claim of the J. 1L
Lewis taken, June. 1902. to The Hagua,
and pressed there against Russia by 11.
H.D. Pelrce. third, assist? \t secretary
of state; November,' 29, 1902. an award
to him of 150.000 Is made by the court.
.^1903-—Divides up this award with H.
H..D^.Plerce;;he seals this, year, but ao
direct report of his raiding Is made.

1904—1n -command of the "Mexican"
1 schooner ,Carmenclta; raids Copper
island August 2; one of his men bally

shot.
190?

—
In command of tha Acapulco. a

"Mexican" schooner, he" attempts a raid
.on jNortheast Point. St. Paul, island,

in July: he defies tha United States
agents to arrest him at Victoria in Oc-
tober. 1905; he Is a British subject and
proves it;never has been an American
citizen. • -
; 1906—1n charge of and directs the
movements of two "Japanese" schoon-
ers which raid St. Paul Island in July:
sends*, the Japanese hunters ashore at
Northeast .Point, but they are fired on
and some 25 or, 30 captured and five
killed; h» keeps out -of sight.

1907
—

Two "Japanese" vessels and
their crews (65 men) are taken July 5
off the landing, St. Paul Island. (This
record of 1907 cannot be made up until
thet close of the season,- In December
next.) . , BBSS

Th« Immense increase of value, to
these skins of the fur sear since ISSO,
owing to its swiftly disappearing num-
bers, has stimulated the pelagic hunt-
ing of the same to the utmost energy
and skillof its human foes. This business
of

'
fur seal piracy Is also likewise

stimulated by the high prices and
scarcity of the skins. It is plain to
the sight of thoso who look unselfishly
that unless there is some speedy con-
cert;of action between Canada and the
United "States government over this fur
seal question pow at issue . between
them the inexcusable and scandalous
extinction of this fur seal herd and itsspecies even of Alaska Is right at hand.can :Cltlisen'and;neyer /has, tried to be

one, ;ls -that" he \is/seized' red handed, 1
'Augusti2, 1592,"^^0ff Copper island by a
Russian- patrol- boat—^which: be ;dld.not/'rec'osrnlse, forlno/such ;seizure :would

,ha.ye^enßued./"The;Jtusiians ;take Mc-
Lean*andshls vessel,';the,;James'Ham-
"llton/Lew's/ to /Petropaulovskyi/nie
'vessel -is, confiscated and

•

McLean|and <hls men are! taken |to Vla^ *.

{diyostok, nominally^imprisoned for a
\u25a0'few; weeks, then '*- sent "homo to- San
FranciscoJn' October. -

/ > :
/. 2f6w*w|iat.happens?. A'strange, and
shameful "sequel. -i-When ,the owner3:of'
ihej'James '.-!&$Lewis found|that , their.
vessel\was destroyed .and!tho enormous,

\u25a0ill';-;gottenviprofits -
off/1890 , suddenly

\u25a0 enatched^from :f:fttiey.;,determlhed
~t\; recoup /themselves,;;- even if they,
/subbrned ''"perjury v

;and!forgery. rTheyi
made^\u25a0upVa'/clainvif against' the -govern- i

.rherft iof!Russia/ for. the /."Illegal;selz- -
of*.their;"American .vessel; legally/.

employed |on \ the \high seas." McLean, ?.
.who/commanded^the-Lewlf, 1.not -being

-
ah*America n;citizen,*- as he \must; be :to:

'. lawfully*%command ran",j American" .ves- .
ah;

\u25a0. American .register, "was induced to*per-
ijure '\ himself and \ niake joath

*
that .;, lto.

.was.' ilThis appended ito>
ithis jboguß<l claim 7*7*and" aibogus ""ship's"
;log,':

t
madeiup -by«thls ? perjured/McLean.-

*;was xi- toD the?:departnient "'-; of•
state

*
as 'genuine*and proof; that 3'^ theIclaim {the ;owners )of, theJJames .'

H.'^Lewis J was \u25a0; a jjust one.
[ofjthls.business -

department .*„*indorsed,-; these
-

t fraudulent -(papers yandltook '^ them v to
'

fJohhif Hayfas ? genulne^and ibona Vfida \u25a0

»•iL4*'nc''» ithen'^ thetseal fofjour -govern--.,
;>ment % was *•put jupon^those-; fraudulent -;

ipapers *and! they£were .- explolted;at The^
Hagua as jbearrng|the '^indorsement :of -

-our/ g6vernmerit.\r4Upon"'ltno "'\u25a0 strength*
'of ;"this /'indorsement?^ these .^pirates,/;

and{owners4ofithe s LowJs; -act- !
1ually,received fan fawafid|6f \u2666 sonrre ;|50,-:*
3000 11rom\the? Russian? treasury] Noyemv
2beri 29,11902 J(madeTat|.The'f Hague.-No/;
r;vember '-:29»'-' 1902," 'and ".paid In March",

:.'-'";/;":.'-'";/;" \u25a0'/\u25a0/\u25a0"/ \u25a0/./-./"\u25a0 '-: '-*VX>
i;// The /nerve /.and ;': industry _

s of •.' these ;
Owners J of

'
the/Jam*s jHamilton v«Lewis;

'Uhelr 5agent// this tißrltlshlplrate.*
\i Captalnjf Alexander^ McLean.t;didSj not
? subside iat 3alliafter / their.',success lat \
?. The r Haarue.

'!Thay -raatuallv -.'nrßnarflij

The Strong: Man and the Auto
IX sight of the mountains of the

'.Tyrol, near Munich. -In Bavaria, Is
one 'of the most charming spots In that
part of-the "world/ On o sparkling

stream .tumbling from the hills is an
old "time

'
country mill. - A wonderful

spring' boils from th« rocks beneath
and .for miles' around! the people 'come
for Its;refreshing waters In cases of1

-.debility or ailments of any kind. .
.;^One day'the.femperor of Austria, who
;often .visited the neighborhood chiefly
because his \vlfe._ the';'..must beloved

«Empress JElizabeth*, r was' born 'there,
:came" ridlngUy v.-Uh-his'offlcera.

'

As on
many ;other* "occasions, .ho ;stopped ,at
the!;mill

"
for a.*drinkrfrom \lae

'
famous

spring.'/ Great wa's, his 'surprise on this
occasion'iwhan ;6ne of the.miller's sons,
.young ',George" -Lettl.jcama 'out/with = a
glass; of iwater" on a millstone .for a
salver. .Tn.s millstone weighed, 4T3
-pounds; 'The surprising thing,was that
the/miller's boy not| only carried/ the

;blgv:maas. of rock easily/ and
.Jauntily. ;but -. he

"
held it.;high ? enough

forv the.efnperdr'on horseback to;reach
i.ther.glass" and, drink Its

=
sparkling", con-

tents.-;* '\u25a0"\u25a0\u25a0•; \u25a0 \u25a0."" \u25a0' :;-v; '\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0""-'.\u25a0 '"'\u25a0*- '"A '\u25a0''/ '\u25a0 :
.;-,. = The feat was/ so f astonishing... that
his.4.majesty -dismounted,'- and '^with a
niischiei^bus \ twinkle"in/ his ,,feyo;asked
:first his aid and then each officer :to:- Jer-

\u25a0 forra t-the (? feat;/ ;^They| not'only /failed,
IbutUhe^entire 'staff combined could
get enough

*
purchase, on ]the',: stone • to

even: lift It. fromV the ground/ •\u25a0*/.-•
'-

v,"When ,'theVemperor
treturned/to .VI--

ehna he sent:young'George;a token of
-refnembrance-^-a* fine.. portrait of".hlra-
;sel f.iwithV.his

*
autographiwritten /be-

neath"the.-.picture. -This;rrecognition

s.frornithe;emperor/ soon
*
became ';known,"

and ;the young .: manjbegan to receive
'offers/ fromfmanagers! In1 the..big. ci ttes"

to;show; what he \ could
'
do^lh.public

He iflnallywent
'
into

-
traWing ;"a Htt!e

and soon found himself doing stunts in
/The /other *

day .'^he came to
"'America. J" ;/\u25a0

"
\u25a0 / ".••'\u25a0\u25a0'"'\u25a0'-'.*' '-.'\u25a0'\u25a0 \u25a0 :

f SHis
'
friend,' 'Attlla/who;has given'him

«»."cijura« of >sclentlfle . instruction
"

in

London, where he also taught Sandow.
arranged for a private exhibition of
his strength. The Bavarian proposed
to stand between "two automobiles and
hold them fast in'.spite' of the chauf-
feur and the engines. To hava a fair
test, without the usual trappings and
mechdnical aids of a stage perform-
ance, a daylight test was made.

A little crowd of automobile. exparts
was on '. hand ;to see the .performance..
Two cars, one of I<V horsepower and
the other 1?, were placed back to
back, with a -space of about three or
four feet between them., A rope with
ah iron hook was fastened to.the rear
of each machine, and in the middle of
this . space stood \u25a0 the young ? Bavarian
with,his hands lopped in the 'straps at-
tached to ;the iron hooks fastened to
the cars. When; everything was ar-
ranged for a start under .-

fall speed
headway George Lettl spread.hls lejr.3

:to' the .widest possible limit for
stvensth and v

safety, took an extra,

clutch on the 'straps looped around his
wrists and then the word was given
for an instantaneous

'start.
.The. machines puffed and emitted

clouds of gasoline vapor, but
"
had

moved only a rew inches when Lettl
brought one of the cars to a standstill
and began pulling it toward him. Th«
other, machine seemed to get the best
of him and he let sllg the loops, re-
leasing; himself from tn« car. At the
rnext attempt he held both machines
and pulled one backward toward him
aya v foot',or two. Further, trials demon 3.
:strated that he held both machines
falrlyfand ho was Jcongratulated'by the
spectators.*

V;::Attlla said that, everything -was
genuine /and "that Lettl has no aids
whatever. -'He considered him tb«
strongest „man* In*the

'*
world. George

comes honestly rby his -strength, he
said, his family and ancestors having
been millers, for 500 years and were
always noted! for their marvelous feats
fn?liftlng. 'Unlike the

'
•'million pound

llftersT.- he does ;not raise his - weights
on the installment plan or two or.threa
hundred pounds at a tima until ta« mil-
lion"pound "s^int'* la achieved

when the\ fog,.nem carkest.-'luey ran,.
In close to the "Island and sent .their
hunters ashore. , " - .'->,.".'"

Theae \u25a0";: small sealing boats \" were
"clinker '"built" Whitehall ;models,:car-
rying six men, a sprltsall and oars wlth:^
muffled rowlocks. -;.If|the \landing .was
on a sandy. beadh :thenithe boats were
drawn up with sterijs just awash; if it
was rocky,:\UjenIone. man- with5a

;
:pole:

and boathook -stayed; In the .boat- and
held It within Jumping distance of the
landing, and so remained

*
in -charga.

until his comrades returned with their
spoils.. ; •/\u25a0 '-W \u0084V '\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0'[\u25a0:.': .'...

When ashore these pirates took, their.
clubf, Btout oaken sticks, a little larger
but exactly like,pick handles.. and their
skinning .'knives' with";them to*.;the; seal \
rookery, which was always close ;at
hand. In these early days of,this ,
piracy, when seals\ wero -in immense ".
numbers, tho

'
raiders \u25a0 never killed? on

their breeding grounds, because; lt was ;
attended^wltha great deal; more "labor,
and; loss^of time; the: old .bulls ..would*
flghtsohard and so;defiantly that'be-
fore thejj were 'disposed \of much valu-

'

able_tlme was wasted. :.
_ ,- ..

So* these landings- were; usuallyr-yes,"
lnvariably-^-made on the sandy beaches ;
adjacent to,the..b.lg;.breeding^ grounds. J
In' the reariof .which; theJ.youngimale-
sealSiwere found all hauled.put together-
and by themselves. f:Tlie|old breeding 9
bulls never s

let ;them. goTon the rookery y
ground '^with :the' females, -and Iso they.
are compelled :to herd: apart. in this
manner by the natural order of their
iive3... '-. \u25a0 ..,;;.\u25a0 '.["',''\u25a0 .-\u25a0\u25a0'\u25a0 '-.}\u25a0

The Japanese hunters would step ,

around and drive out l;000 or, I.COO
'

of these young male, seals, i/one, ,two, ,:
three and four.years • old,"drive, them/
out like so many hogs or ,sheep down :
close' to the boat^ landing, /then "club"
them and, skin tlie bodies right at; thef
surf margin, so that when; the carcasses
were thrown into the" sea they, sank .at •

once and: all traces "of this .klllihffJdls-
appeared, blood and bodies, "as fast, as
the work was done- ;. :'These hunters were careful ne^er t to
taiocU down more;- than^ a few"hundred \u25a0\u25a0

seals at any one-time, so that, they
would nr>ver be caught by a eudden lift-;
ing of the fog "with.:aMarge'.n»injber.?6f-j
plain seals, which,they. would be obllgftd';
to leave bchlnd'them and' so . furnish ;

evidence of .thelrsec ret,visit and: thus '-.-.
put the Island agents and' natives _on j
their trail to assail them when they;re-
turned. ':-': \u0084'- (.v'^t-/;;^''/'^ '•'•'::0

>

The pressure .of"the 'opinion .of the
legitimate pelagic ;. sealer became -soy
great .that:by.1892-93 . these ,men

*
who r~

led these raiding parties ;into. the.Alas- 5
kan and the;.-' Russian ;seal i> rookeries -:
were publiclydenounced 'in Victoria and?
repudiated by,,the pelagio ;sealing [own-%
ers ':and captains. '-'-iIt*became so:warm
for those men :who were;known;tb have]
any. interest in this' illicit formof pela-;i
glo sealing that the business\ot>piracy;''-
was abandoned by,all'Interests engaged
in Itsave one San Francisco firm and its?;
correspondents In^Vlctorla.

'
f'.- •. /' *.

•

That
'

this piracy.? was
'
persisted \u25a0laxby;,':

those parties became 1evident: at*lnter- \
vals until the exposure ;of ', their
agent, /Alexander -\u25a0 McLean,' at Victoria,
In:October, •1905, settled >;lt.- ,-V.\<-:':-.:/'i

The \u25a0 history of.-Alexander McLean,::as
associated withithis \u25a0 business of piracy;';
and pelagic ; fur. scaling; in Bering sea; ,
readsllke a romance. >••\u25a0."''\u25a0'. :t f:?-:. J . ;

In -1882-3 i'two>?: Cape £Breton M(New!
Brunswick. N,*S.)< fishermen landed In;
Vlctoria'.with the ldea'ot.betteringthelr^
calling asIhalibut

'"
and cod . flshermen;

Thes e man. ;Daniel and fAlexander tMe-A
;Lean.' were brothers, ibornrand Iraised In'"'
Cape •.Breton;; the \u25a0 eldest, Daniel,' being
some .40? years Jof;age, and Alexander .
about; 24, when they made this change
of:their olives ?? 1n? 1883,'.* from "•>\u25a0 honest-,
toilers of the deep to become fur seal

'

pirates/ r:--':-:' :, -"..:"-.;,V'-' ../ -.-'/,-- :~ /;/y'j-::-;
-.; "

Whi1c Alexan derMcLean has .been tha
most talked of

-man InConnection withI
that. fur;seal piracy known to the Rus-
sian \u25a0•and Alaskan ;islands '? in

*
the;Bering

sea, \u25a0".;. yet, \u25a0In % truth.1his j;brother sDan lei.:
was 1:the imaster? mmd 7and \u25a0".the Iboldari

\u25a0of; these
*
two ? hardyi.men:f;t When J; tha^

McLean < brothers first!;came *|over, ?in1^

188S, the J.business;- of :pelagic sealing ;'\u25a0
had not been organized aa an Industry,'
and!lt was

'
;not/,; for- that.matter, until ;

1886,* but Ibusiness; of .raiding \tha^
\Russian 'and "Alaskan /seal \hadv
been \u25a0'.fairly;started \u25a0:\u25a0 by 'this ;San Fran- ;
Cisco fjir,]trading house and its agent.;*;;
;at I-Victoria,-''as rstated -above.'-" These*.
men .were on :the" lookout* for"likely,.
hardy,: fit persons to1take, command Tofj,
their --vessels \and'/ push' the business'
of fur seal piracy with secrecy and. en-"
ergy. ,It\u25a0Was not 'long* before the Capay
Breton :brothers /entered/ tho% employ'
ment of these/ American promoters. }.\u25a0'*

Dan /McLean^ took • one of the *p5rat-
leal vessels owned by.:the^e San Fran-
cisco V parties -aforesaid -and .made;- a
specialty.. /of .; raiding '// the.': Alaskan-
islands.>; Alexander ;took1another and
devoted his wit and seamanship to faid-
inprthe.Russian islands.- . .-,.'\u25a0\u25a0..-.'\u25a0 /- From the date «*i»tbolr entry into tho
liusinesß.of fur-seal piracy;in 18,83 up
to

'
the; clbseYof ithe season of 1891Athe'}

McLean/ brothers ,*made~'a> great "record;
;for themselves \u25a0/ and: thefr. employer:^-
The' entire ;relatiori; ofHhelr*experienced
would fill/the"pageß? of a;blg^volume/?

;It-ca!n therefore -bV'only suggested here"-
at;thJs-tlme.tAndas^the, career.'of Al-
exander; McLean? happens to be theiohe .
most spectacuiar'and notorious wewlll'

•confine] our 'review \u25a0to his chicf >and sa-v
lleht transgressions. He. certainly >put:''
up fa\ groat Vshow^pf bothjon'v
hie iown'partjftnd; tiiaf of ',his associates,/.
i'/McLean

* cameiiip tIn:1890 from v.Sah?
Francisco/; as Jusual, jIn:a;,vessel .owned >|
;by^his -American/ masters ;and promptly
:went\ifr> workVbnlorie:.'of ;, the ;rookeries ;

-
:ofiCopper jisland." CTO: the great amaze-;
;ment j," of,-Mils

- men" and?:, himself,', the \u25a0•:
guards .didcnbt: fire;"blank ';' cartridges"
over' his;head.^vThey

'
shot

'
this -;tlme/to*

\kill.;;'He ';hastily 'put;offJ.wlth'one |man.;
"soIbadly. shot ithat}to his «life and

*

;keepihis frelatlyeVt;fronvi talking:fMcS
;Lean; had' toraban<!on: the; workicut-'Quts
and- take!this, wounded, ahipmate,* named;
-York, a over/ to/a/ hospital Uon/ZPuget;*
sound,': at/Port 'Townsend. \.Needless \u25a0; to=
say, McLeah'^did^not;lose'this•voyage,''-
:in spite *6f that immense drawback.

at 5
of!tho ;s'eason*2.Bt3;; fur.'seal:skins,'.- out;

\u25a0of whichJlli439uwereT taken Cfopper ';
island.*^As|each-*kln (was \ worth1more J
'than''s2sitoatho?ownaraVof/.thiCJ* mM|
;Hamilton L«wiiF(for;this jwaslthenamej
:of(the .r,.

r,vessel vwhichSMcLean \command-
ed),"the -reader Jean ifigure on *

the \huge!
iprofltsJofttbafjplracyi whenThetis Hold!
jthat >eVetyIcent ;of2$174periskin"/,was i
V-'Puro Jyelvet"~t.Is*1

's*«
>J1"!net iprofit\to

*
the )

)owners lot\ thelvessel tandIto"Alexander!
;McLean^*HowS the ;-• division T\between j
:themlwas fmade Iwe;.wlll,'never -,know"
Pirates 5do j.not s keep '-, books: t;/^

- :"'
In;s;s1891, as 4the?season];openjj, vIs,a^

period In"•:McLean's vassociation >^ with'<
thla^bußlnessj^whicbyshows ithe^splrlti
of a ;true'4pirate|on *his fpart 'and \u25a0"the'j
energetic *backlngiof \his s owners.^; Me-i
:Lean idetermined |to .-\u25a0 navel an American
:and Canadian Screw, finstead; jof>:Jap» ;'
anese 'hunters,- for-the*- work \ori-.Copper

fisland « this gyear. Heiknew*than th«
*
;*

change •In
*jruardins: » the rookeries :had
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