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THEGIRLWHOMAKESVIOLINS

Mira Abbott Maclay
..IT can't be done." So all Miss••IGrace Barstow's friends assured

I her when ehe announced to"
them that she was going '

to.
make a redwood top violin. "Redwood
is too soft for the violin," they said,
"and you won't get any tone.at all.".: ".!

But the young San Jose girl,"who' is
'

the granddaughter of Judge Rhodes, ',

had dreams of the soft melodies that a
redwood violin might waken. These
trees that were old when Solomon was
young

—
what secrets might they not

breathe when wrought .into the re-
sponsive violin? Moreover, she had de-
termination. "I'm going to try.it,"-she
asserted. "You'll only waste . your
time," answered her advisors.

So try itshe did. Half a dozen beau-
tifullymade violins she had already to
her credit, and the seventh (Is nof
seven the perfect number— the magi-
cal and mystical one?) she now began.
For the top sheseJected old \u25a0 redwood, \u25a0

taking it from a big, rough piece that
had been weathering for perhaps 40
years. She found it cast aside In the
engine house of her grandfather's gar-
den. It rang well and its rough ap-
;pearance did not count. She know that
the heart .of the block was beautiful
and sound. The conventional maple
back.was used for the first redwood
violin,and Mies- Bar6toTv, .fashioned tt
carefully, lovingly, exactly, followinga
Stradlvarjus model— her usual one. She
determined to finish It in.the redwoW
color and. to obtain 'a stain, of exactly
the rigrht tshade.for, the back and sides,
ingeniously soaked some of the „red-
wood Itself in alcohbL .. A'\stainIper-
fect in color was thus obtained.

At last the .day,of. trial .came. ,'Once
more .Miss Barstow'B friends, all.the
credulous' and unbelieving ones, were
assembled. Lovingly/*and confidently
Miss Earstow drew her bow. The red-
wood vibrated Jn sympathy,,; arid"the
tone came out clear and mellow 'like
the notes of,some' fine,*contralto voice.
It'was a success. There could be no
doubt \about; X'- \u25a0 The .tone *,was *more
than 'satisfactory' for*a new.!-: violin.
"You have. done; it,""You were right,"
"Ican hardly believe Ityet," Mlss'B.ar-
stow's friends 'exclaimed,'", pressing
about her, to* tender congratulation's. ',.

This success inspired the. gjtl violin
maker 'to a yet. more- ambitious!. effort.
For a long tihie'.Mlss Barstow? had been
•volving'in her mind \u25a0 a

'
plan* tpT sim-

pli£y 'the makings of;'the;sides of,a
lin. The*siaes of:"thVconyeritl6riar vfb-
lin are;of.>bent: maple/; secured'at' each
corner and, at-the ends. withithiri;blocks
of.\u25a0 thV".same" wood,:these\ blocks? being:
fastened to- the-; inside. . Thersidesraro
further.*- stayed*- with- an -inside lining-,
consisting, of- 12 ..pieces ;of,pine, *vthis
lining,"also serving; to.strengthen; them..
Thus !the. Bides- of the 'usual; violin,con-
sist, of,[2i%plecesr-tlie.'.l2 vliningistrips,
the _six.staying "blocka'and' the six'bent
outside" sections.

-~
\u0084 •:. '. .. ;

'Miss-rßarstow .conceived- the Idea of
cutting*the "\u25a0 sides -.out- entire :from "one

'

\u25a0piece: of. maple," leaving -sufficient wood-
at' the -proper -places

'
to|form-the stay-

Ing. bloijks^ and :thel sides'- of •\u25a0

such . thickness that no • inside-.Itfiing;
would be "required. ,": This scheme she
now,proce* ded

"
to carry, out 'on the new!

redwood vlolin,^her;eighth;in'all. . ;.
It^proved-a-perfect success,

ting out of-the-sides in,one piece made ",<

the/grain of wood \u25a0run.crossways
instead of.around 1theisides, as in> the-
bent' pieces.

- -
This 1rather-^ adds ;to ;the

handsome .appearance of/the violin,
which' has' a'redwood; top, with^maple;
ba"ck- and. sides,varid.'tllke^the other.'one,\
is finished in redwood '•color. In fact,11-

the violin is thevfavorite* of its ". girl
maker and: girl violinist."; She-uses it

sometimes^ . for •.; work;\u25a0 even'; In
preference*. to«her; fine oldiKlbtz.and Its
beautiful alto tone ~.is; alwaysIadmired.
Several 'amusing, stories, already; cluster
about' this :violin. .One>evenlng?in ;th«
east a <Nrw York 'c«nnoisseurV heard

\u25a0Miss; Barstbw using '.it.at^anclnforinal
muslcalr. Jlr. was not;aware

'*
that 'the

\u25a0 violin .was-of, \u25a0 her. :;making. '.'I-.thought
I'd-,have .dropped dead,'.'" he 'afterward
told 'a friend., "when:l found; out ;that
that" violin-was made -out -of 'redwood,
and^by a. girl!'.'•>.:.,- I'}'-':\u25a0 .-. v ,'._./ -. \u25a0

'. Another t time- an * excellent' musical;critic .was sorely, puzzled,. to 'make. out
one Instrument.: of a .stringed .,"quartet.•
"It'«.the lightest .'cello;;11!ever ;heard,"

,he mused,. "but what. adeep^tonoifor.a
violin." {It-was Miss-'.Barstow's \u25a0 last

,redwood. violin that he' ;was Yuncon-
sciously criticising. v-. : \u0084. Miss .Barstow J-comes^.of, "a-'musical
family,and ,ls;herself ;a.violinist,ofirare;ability,:*haying> twice" studied^' abroad.
and:having,been >:,underUh'e>lhstructlon
of Camllla;Urso in"-this- country/!, • ' *

*
.Miss Barstow^al ways' wanted to.make

.violins.;-When ':buty a \u25a0;niere ':child Yshe
;would * dream', as '.her 'fingers *

lovingly,
caressed < theiviolin that^ sometday/she

•Vwbuld'fashioh: one.herself. "*,Th'is:*drea"m,b'eca"me a",reality,"before"; Miss \Bareto'w
was out iof/her.j teens. T;Aftergal year._ sp'cnt' in"Bern'n./studying-? the

|she freturned ito,her jhome;with:-a :set--x
xtled^determlnatlQn'!to;makefone.^;|l|Si#*, '."Antold .violin^makerjkwas (fortunately!,found. V'Jle:-helped \the |viollhlenamored *

,glrl£ td»*select >the< woods ;and| delicate *
/Instruments > and $gave hher.j \u25a0 the^;necessary -iin^vlolin-imak- \
Ung.^rPatientlyTarid?l6vingly^she\tolle'd/j

beeriiflttedjup'i
vforVhcr^ln^jhef, home, Tithe 'historic^ aridSfpicturesque

-
resldericts of/Judge* Rhodes ";

on v,

'

thisivAlameaa./;, This ,*,house,i:by
th« Vway,fcamararounfl '. the

'
Horn":and:is

rich*In»mcmorles
'
of \California's iearly

days.lj;Evenv her » firstiviollnlwaßI&'•sue- 7

cess. r>ilt|tvasibeautifullyjnja<ie t
:ias'they"

aUjara;,and.:the'Blightlyjdlfferlng'!»crdll
that 3she V^worked!^out)^for«It£ gave
promise]: that)here £

J

wasl> alvlolin(maker,
.whoXwouldroriginate. ;|nottmerelyjcopy."i
Are';not ;he*r.J"redwoocljiyiollnsi.th.e *rich
fulfillment^ofIthis TcarJyf promise? .;•;,;


