
rista. Is .not:a»born delinquent but;the
product' of an atmosphere morally-and
economically '"-• degenerate. \ Where the
usurer fattens oh' the tear's of mankind
the camorrlsta .speculates and profits

-
on vice/on 'crime, on» the lowest-pas-

sions, the ;contempt. 'of!life, acquired
day :.by.:day;since infancy in", the' fero-
cious, "savajre

f
fight;cf the lower; strata,

where jthe weak are trampled "upon and
crushed by the. stronger. "

The:camorrista Is aggressive ::with

the weak but' also rebellious with the
more ;powerful,.and for those whom .he
is protecting^; executes :acts of, true
courage and jWould throw awaylhls<life
as .It were a rag. with a:smile
on his (lips; for effect. *

.The • camorra, 'refined and: domestic
outlawry,.born at the time .when Na-
ples/was/dominated by .foreign "ty-
rants^ considered 'as an official channel

'

for oppression ;and blood sucklhg of
public rahd /private/ riches;/ has;; con-
tinued ;to despise'jthe

-
public author! ty]

and raised for
•

itself frenl ?\u25a0 (statutes);
and •mamme (tribunals) <of its :own. /'>;

• The 'members of. theumirta are obe-.
dient and faithful to their solemn oaths'

\u25a0 and -would "•prefer- to .die
•
In/prison"

rather -than - disclos"e .theirisecrets.
/ \u25a0 On- the ,'other, hancl :it.-would"be ;easier

. to-escape ;the ;fulfillment of
'
the" state's \u25a0[.

\u25a0 pena.r» laws than those ;Of the camorra.
"\u25a0.'-;The 'sect'...willjflourish' as.long.as the
;ignorant jand wretchedjpeople.'conslder "

it chivalrous*' to.undertake''the/zum-
'pate (duel;; with knives),. the. sparate.;

(with* firearms),; 'the; sfregi v (slashing

the'face;withTazors),.aslorig as In the.
souls/of ".thousands of :unfoftuhates ;the-
adoration.of.brute-force exists,. as _long

as .theiassassin .finds not only
'
united

• companions, .\buf. respect • and piety .in {
the corrupted* atmosphere."
; The

7
:lowpeople* know too •well 'What :

\u25a0\u25a0 biriugs *
one ;'.to \ the camorra,' ;so" easly

*

pardon. ;Sad/, indeed,* ;that
-

the most/
beautiful..'.energies 'are .diverted;, into*,

criminality. . Like \u25a0 "green -branches of
"

:young /pine trees bent, downward in- >

'6tead of /rising to heaven— the result
of 'deforming.' power. /

Power Grows Daily
Power, daredevil deeds, highway and

domestic; robberies, .scars* inflicted', in
camorrlstic style,give the.aspirant .the

"right of way to higher grades, namely'
that^of caposocieta or capintrito/wlth
jurisdiction over^ entire v wards \(man-

.damentl),/evcn" to the office of.capln-

.testa.l whoihas
-
supreme -power. 1

'
over all"j

the camorra- of'the city. /.i-;ji

for,barter or sale, at <*\u25a0 price not to ex-
ceed ?1.75

r. per ton. ,A fee of $3 Is
charged for each lease. ,In addition to
therent a royalty of five cents a ton of
2,000 pounds will be levied on the out-
put of the mine.. Indefault of this the
lease/may be '\u25a0 canceled. 'ln case of dis-
putes provision Iimade for arbitration.

YUKON COAL LEASES

THE Canadian government has
adopted stringent regulations to

prevent coal land* in the Yukon from
being held : for speculative purposes.
Lsases for coal mining will l»e granted

for 21 years, at an annual rental of 11
an

-
acre, payable In advance.- ;No ap-

plicant willbe aliowed to lease more
than 1,560 acres." The tract must be
contiguous

'
and the area must notExceed, four miles in its greatest di-

mensions. Applications are. to be made
through 'the dominion lands agent or a
subagent of the district.

In unsurveyed territory the applica-
tion,must be made within 30 days after
Its being located. "Where a dispute as
to"v aT location occurs the right to th*
lease wlirbe decided by the minister of
the interior upon hearing evidence.
The" "lease, shall Include coal mining
rights ouly,-but the lessee, upon appli-
cation, may* be permitted to purchase
atth* rate of *51& an acre whatever
area of the available surface. rfgnts tt._

minister may consider necessary* for
the efflclentand economical working of

'

the coal mining rights granted in tb«
-lease. .The lessee must begin .opera-

tions." within one year from the date of
his btriner' notified to.do so, and shall
produce the "quantity of coal specified
in-such order.
: The/ ord^r: will not be given until,
the expiration of one year. In no caatf
will.the maximum quantity required tcj
be mlnvcl during each year be more*
than ,10 tons an acre leased. If thiii
order is not compiled with then th^
lease will,be subject* to cancellation \
The lessee cannot assign his rljhtij
without leave'of the mtnister.

'
/Actual settlers shall be entitled to!
buy-at the pit's mouth 'what coal theyj
may require for their own use. but not

;fTo him, bu vereign.or. tne .««\u25a0«» nta,

have recourse' often,^members"* of par-
liament, 'senators and other big wigs
soliciting his: favor/, in -the

'

electoral
fight or in other intrigues. .*

The silk -hatted! grafters of the low
camorra. often:honored and- decorated,

.favor *and nourish like rich fertilizers
-the

•
bad .weed

r

of wickedness. .with im-
punity.^ \u25a0 ,

They swap; favor for favor,;give and
take;; prepare. .for- and are obsequious

'\u25a0 to/clients,". procure -"immunity for" the
:most vulgar delinquent, recommend', the
most notorious criminal, obtain permits'
foricarryins.arms, persuade or. Impose
upon "honest or .zealous functionaries
to shut their' eyes in .favor 'of their
;proteges and *not ti) follow up threat-
ened transfers/, reports and revengeT
'These are .high rascals/ shrewd, auda-
cious, powerful, who

'
often use their

loud'voices^n'publie niTeetingsin "favor
of the regeneration ,of southern Italy,

while by, ;their, daily secret', methods,

J
useful', only.to.. them, they poison -the
very vitalityof the country.
'
/Around the ingenuous 'functionaries^

who\ delude" themselves in the belief
.of their/ power .to :enforce • repressive*
laws* even/ against organized and
shielded delinquents,' they wind"a1web,

WHILE
one is perhaps amazed

I at the terrible deeds
'
of the

mala vita N'epolctana <Xea-
politan criminal life), while

the organs for social protection labor
rrith unflagging energy to unearth the
secrets of the camorra. to reveal crim-
inal complicity In order to break the
compactness of this famous threaten-
Int cect, vigorously, under every one's
eyes, in full sunlight, in the slums of
Naples other germs bloom which will
renew Chiorme, Paranre. Sette (socie-

ties, gatherings, sects). We agree that

when public opinion is shaken by some

rrrert act nets are cast with a. healthy

enthusiasm , to catch some of the big-
gest fish of the low camorra; but It Is
also true that with unpardonable n«gW-

irence the small fry, the very hotbed
cf the camorra, is overlooked. This
epawn of today will hatch the full
sjrown camorristi of tomorrow, perhaps

more refined, but not less dangerous

and wicked, who, in their turn, will

terrorize and take advantage of the
weaker ones. These arc the ones who
will go to fill the prisons of San Fran-

cisco, of Chicago, of Pittsburg, giving

work to the courts, to the tribunals,

and dishonoring the name of the most
enchanting city of Italy.

Ifthe camorra Is thus spread In Na-
ples !t is because, unfortunately, under
the beautiffal blue sky, on the banks of
the fascinating gulf, germinates in
spite of Itself, a dense, antllke mass,

a poor and lazy populace, who live a

life of toil, a life of wretchedness
—

the
mala vita.

People suph as this, improvident and

prolific, abandon their numerous pros-
eny. when not able to support • them,

to a Oestiny which has a quick epi-

logue, often in the hospitals, in pris-

ons or In the cemetery. Beautiful chil-
dren. Intelligent and good, often know-
ing neither father or mother, drag out

their existence begging In the streets,

obliged sometimes to rummage Inpiles

of filthyoETcI like vagrant dogs.

Some UnoTr their parents only by the
rv.TCr. curses and kicks showered upon

them. when, after having scurried
around al! day, they return at night to

the lurid shelter without bringing a few
cents gained by begging, selling
matches, flaying in the squares, or
rt«*alingf, according to ohance and the
seasons.

At night on tli» steps of churches
or cf rhop?, anCer the benches of peri-
patetic venders, are found,, huddled to-
gether -to keen/ warm, groups of
scugnizze (urchins), boys and girls,
scarcely covered by dirty rags, some
of their little legs fullof bruises, bare-,
footed, hair matted, the empty match'
box hung around their necks, which
during the day contains their supply of
wax matches.

Whence do they come, where go,

who feeds them, who caresses them,

what will be the future of any one of
them?

What willbecome of those girls who
live gnch a promiscuous life day and
night with boys precociously vicious?

Abandoned in the streets to the diffi-
cult fight for a crust r>t bread," they
t-;»>t»n so»fi t!i«:sweet childish character
an«r«-oonor i>r Titer Ihu ituo tiie hands
<»f fcuruc witch to Mvcn the number of

\u25a0 '»ow'*rp»**fl*'aTMJMMMßMlMiMMi»tMtl]Mll
i.'.< 'A WOniCR.

'
The bovß become Kmart, shrewd pick-

jackets; the more Litter the struggle

l*ie more savage tiiem become.

Sidft by Eide wi^h "high livers," in
the ostentatious life of luxury, where
rich cauipages, sumptuous chops and
ornaments luxuriously simulate refined
civilization, live these atoms of misery,

•microbes oX criminality, about whom
no hygienist bothers himself. The
scugnkssc, exploited by their parents,

by usurers, knocked about and tyraa-

nized over in a thousand ways by older
companions, in their turn successively

become tyrannical. They cling together

for common protection, aspiring to the
camorra, spontaneous outcome neces-
sary to that life,}n which it is the':
survival of only the fittest

—
the strong,"

the brassy, the violent.
This camorra society, according to

'
the definition of its own affiliated mem-
bers, is but a gathering of chums full
of courage, with the aim, in special

circumstances, to give each other moral

and material aid.
The so called bellas societa rifurmata

(reformed society), of which, every day

is told terrible' deeds in the slums, and

whose protagonists are honored as

heroes, exercises a great fascination
on the coarse minds of those boys^ just

as the brute force of their chief does
on the minds of savages.
'

To be himself feared and respected,
for one who has always been mal-
treated, slapped, becomes the aim, the

ideal of embittered souls.*
'

The servant who is" flogged thirsts
for the whip, to be able to shower upon

others the bitterness repressed for long

years.

One should see those groups of boys

listening with enchantment to- the deeds
of the paladins told on the wharves
by * strolling singers and which have

been gathereVl together by the well
known dialect poet, Ferdlnando Russo.
in a form full of verve.

Comes on the field now Llaardo'. The paladin.
He of France the most powerful pal.-nllnt
VJglUntlno was th* name «-f l)is liorec,,
Who fed on men, ami not on gra*s:

Stirred, by- the deeds of Rinaldo,

hordes of boys rush down to the beach,

and, dividing in two ranks near the
wharf, make war with stones, a;
petriata, from which many escape ouly

with broken heads. Others draw with
chalk on the sidewalks either Rinaldo
or other warriors armed with lances or

with scimlters, gathering around them
crowds of the curious.

Ready with' the lance. :Perhaps

he is a Mussulman, but no, a cross
glistens on his hclmit.
Itis Linardo!
It is Linardo! The sire of Man-

canza.says. trembling and full of
terror.'flings himself on his horse

(Russo-Sunettiata.)

Since to reach the highest grade of
the sect It is necessary to show cour-
age and that he fears not the sight of
blood, the boys of the mala vita be-
come aggressive, challenging^ in order
to give terrible proof of their, daring. v
At times in unnecessary criminal com-
petitions they throw away life,or lib-,
erty and endure for long years prison

'
life, with no other comfort, with the *
single hope of deserving the bloody

prize, the grradf of glovinotti onorati
(honorable youth), when they shall,
again regain their liberty.

Most of them tattoo their legs, arms
and breasts 'with serpents and 'with..
poniards, with dates, with names of
sweethearts; to adorn themselves, to
show, strength, courage, to remember
revenge or violence committed. „

As th*e chivalrous insignia of a more:
refined civilization they substitute

black and Mue marks on the skin, **eh,
one of which indicates different grades

of the caroorra.j
Other marks allude to persons who

have leftprofound impressions on th^elrr
minds, or who persecute the camorra,

and from whom it is necessary con-?
stantly to defend themselves.

The day on which a boy of the.mala-
vita presents himself as a candidate;

'
of the societa niinore dell 'umirta (the

lower grade of the caniorra) he is sub-;
Jected to an Impressive and character-
istic ceremonial. • .

In £ome secluded den of the camor-
ra seven chiefs gathered •: for the oc-
casion, who, judges of his :merits, are-
seated around' a table!' .

The bojycap In hand/with words of:

the ritual.: humbly begs that he. may

be admitted to the beautiful society.

The Ritual of Admission
Tlie chiefs, to prove his courage, ask

him questions, :
to /which the aspirant

must, respond* with pride and dare
deviltry, yet at the same time with,

respect and humility. And ifhe shows
that he can stomach It he is admitted .
into the societa onorSta c rifurmata.
and in sign of gratitude" and obedience
must kiss the hand of the eaposbcicta,
of all' the members.- of the two con-
taiuolu, who act as' accountant and
collector. ,'

The head of the society, who pre-
sides at the. council, explains, to the
giovinotto onorata the ffieno - (rules'-

and regulations) of.'.the camorra:
—

he

must love his companions, respect his
superiors, smooth over quarrels,- collect
honestly the oamorra,' in favor, of'the
members, above all keep tlif> secrets

Of the society, under pain of death,'

which would be pronounced by the

tribunal of the society, called in their
jargon mammcv

The giovinotto onorato will,in time
win the grade of pieciuotto by stronger
proofs of courag^, and. still more, by

showing knowledge, by cunning and
impudence In extorting money in favor

of the more prudent older ones, who
exploit the criminal, work of\ the =

neophyte 3.'. . •

•The ceremonial for. raising the -boy

to camorista c' duvero (member in full
standing) is daring, and the, captn-

testa of itbe .camorra ,In'person pre-

sides over and directs the tirata (duel

with knives), in which, the candidate
must \prove that the sight of blood
does not affect^him.

Several member gather . fur -from
police centers, -near some solitary- inn,

in. the country. '
\u25a0-\u25a0. . .' . V:

\To the duelists 'are given
-
knives, a

contaiuolo.clasps his hands:*^ "Read-y— \u25a0

go!" he cries, while the two, looking: 1

scornfully, at, each other, seize the
knives. In solemn' silence, surrounded
by companions, they jump, stoop,', draw-
dexterous .cuts, withdraw, renew the

attack, cursing each other. : <

Only when the candidate succeeds
in wounding the 'older* one In the arm;
does the, chief cry, "Enough!" .

The victor carries. the dripping, blade

to his mouth and draws it through, his
lips/ ,
5 Then those . present kiss and em-

brace the camorißta e"duvere -(the one

promoted to actlve^duty), a title which
gives'Vie• right to exact freely the ,ca-
morra, that is,. the .fruit of the' extor-

tions, Of thievery, of robbery. The new,
camorrlsta must feast his chums and
the chiefs that same evening to cele-.
brate I^ the event.. V

The camorrlsta imposes upon r those
who work the payment in his; favor,

and of the ;society's," a quota
"
called

camorra or tangenda. Wherever there
is a possibility of extorting .money

there he" is on hand
—

in the;markets,

among, the boatmen, the coachmen; the
prostitutes, even in" the ;prisons, lie
who pays is protected and, who does not

wish .to \u25a0 pay sooner, or later repents

of"his -hardihood, .because the vcam6r-
fista' reports to the, society, which* has
its chiorme arid]paranze; (the sections)

yo present sooner or later his claim.
f.\ The proceeds of the

-
tangendo (graft)

goes to the treasurer of the society, to
bY there divided "between the com-
panions bound by crime and danger. In
fact." the \wourided,* the/ Imprisoned,
those being tried, are^ aided by- the

;company f
in every .possible iway. And

the consolidation Is felt to such." an
.extent that the camorristai ratber -than
denounce a companion, will"let himself
be condemned to "years ;and years .of
"Imprisonment.; . ' *

...»
Powerful, . and rebellious, •; culpable

•
and generous, with all' his vices

"

and
witliall his other. Qualities,^ the caraor-

weave filmy nets, entanglinr them la
threads from which it Is impossible to
extricate themselves. These are the

invisible camorristi, more powerful and
dangerous than the eapintesta, the con-
taiuoli. They despise slang and hiero-

. glyphics, tattooing and separate; th«y
know the soul of the camorra to th«
quick, and, in the background, are ths
true masters, the .domlnators of cor-
rupted consciences.

"Where energetic and rigorous act*
of justice are necessary those functions
are manifested Ina poor, bureaucratic
dryness; not from the fault of the func-
tionary, bat by the multiplicity of fac-
tors -which tend to embarrass their
•work.

The weak organs of the social de-
fense are impotent to reaist the Insidi-
ous snares. TTitnesses are bribed, cor-
rupted, threats are employed, docu-
ments suppressed, and those who know
well the intricacies of the bureau-
cratic cogs snap their fingers at the
law's decree, as did the outlaws of the
middle ages.

To extirpate the camorra. which, is
poisoning the* lire or southern Italy,
and bringing to a standstill civilization.,
serious and assiduous :care is de-
manded; a constant apostleship. Until
the causes of poverty and crime are
done away with or ameliorated, every
hope of civil reform will be in vain;
alphabetism and ignorance bar
the flight to a more huma^n life.

The energetic, outburst from degen-
erate people assumes the form of gratt.
of mafia, of camorra. The exuberant
strength which is wasted In crime, if
well directed, mightbecome a fount of
riches, of good deeds, of civilization.

To elevate the public conscience the
school should be like a powerful light-
house to fight darkness, to enlighten
the minds of.judicial officials
tion .only, as a moral agent, can impose
inexorable respect for the -law.
/In this magnificent work of moral
redemption in southern Italy Itwill be
necessary, above all. that from those In
high stations should come an energetic.

, loving, encouraging and sincere good
example."

-—. v
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WHERE AND HOW
THE BLACK HAND
BEGINS

lain ofhomeless now (g^sts the Shadow
developed the &imein <~**~>


