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The City a Youth

Nothing could be more thought pro-
voking than the llystration ‘Inspired
by Mathews' idea that the city is g0-
ing on “as a yvouth, strong, heblutrng
perhaps, but stxo_ng." Drawn with the
inimitable skill
distinguishes Mathews’
centers in the bo¥,
figure holding “ the
strength and Rrogress.
the boy, but’
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picture, although a dominating figure,
is a woman, typitying the picturesdue,
the romantic ides of tbz west, suggest-
ing as the embodimert of the past “the
Quecen of the Pacific—half almond eyed
oriental, “half cowboy, with incense
stronger, mare pungent than .the odor
of the opium pipe. still. ¢linging to her
skirts, going' to her fata serenely like
a true stoic of the east,” It is’in the
lad of beauty and brawn, ‘just’in- the
foreground; tlmt Matho\vs embodies
the wondrous spirit that cis- carrying
San Francisco. on te the.place. sl is
destined to 61" and’ is making ler. quité
different’” from “thie San Trancisco " of
the past. =¥
The second drawing of the series pi
tures the material progress in this ¢ 5
but where others count the stories that
arc being piled one upon the other.and
talk sclentjlically
materials,” Mathews idealizes the facts.
This drawing ' suggests,, however, in
every line the height and depth of the
structures” &and the tremendous import-
ance of the work that’'ls ~golng on.
Mathews developed this conception with
the same idea of Vitallty that must have:
held. Kipling when he wrote in_“The
Day's. Work"” ot lbo ship that
hersex! There is no mlsta.kln" what
’Mathews ‘wished to comrey when !’m
worked out with !nteulgence this un-
uaual delincation, and -whsn he Wrute
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Ominous shiadows follow close
and wrap as yet almost shapeless struc-
tures in cloaks of gloom. Bright red
fire holts glanece hither and thither,
glgwing against the black for an in-
stanf, then vanishing, sinking deep,
steel steel, under the sharp rasp-
of an electric riveter. 1In-
shadows 1liit; , the happy,
dancing sthliglit sweeps through space;
gront stoties miove heavily about; iron,
< btiek go upward and stop,
and one-long hicrmony of tapping, rat-
tling. toeting, shouting, whistling, re-
verberates and cchoesf&hrough the city
and 'o\'nr and under its. foundations. Tt
is as if no man’s hardd were in the play,
but as if the human mind, at‘last treed
from ils case, wad showing the way of
the voming of theimasterpiece In the
very presence of common clay.®
Mathews cxpresses In the last of
these pictures an exqulsite semblance
of the sleep of the “unpleasant memo-
ries” that must pass with the days. It
s’ {hé ‘figure 'of 2 woman, hooded and
cloaked, in \\mch one ﬂnda the stamp of
the muter hand.y In surprisingly few,
uqea Mathews has told'the story. .Wlth
the skill of a wizard of the pencil -he.
has mdicateﬂ the modellng of the form,
and’ the part ‘ot 'tne ‘hana shown as
‘clinging to. the support that induced
fest is a . haunting bit of work. . Tle
contoiir of the face,’ ‘saddcned with lhe
Zroate st of grlvt, hcnpeaks the struggle
~ Jze .lecp brought peace.. 3y
bOeinx th voctn" the. pictureq and
m» h»gntv n the cit} s wondnrful ra-
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buxlding does not blind - MQm to ago. It involvea the part of the city
the material signs of the times. 'In tho bounded by. California to O'Farrell and
next part he has given'his attention to betwean Mason and Larkin. ‘His plans
a considaration of the. practical: im- provide for an avenue through this
provcments. those under the heading district with a htge space reserved for
of ghe. "buutmcatlon ’ ot the city re pll‘k and clty purposes from Jones. to

brou.donln‘ of streets and .the eutt.u;g, Mathews sees that, byt two brick build-
ot‘lvenues that will make better com- inn hlvc been’ arected in this area,
munication between diterent ‘parts of and wuh tms his‘ hopes are revived for
‘the t:lty as ~well ‘a8 afl’ordln‘ greater the ‘fulfillment ~ 67" his. dreams. He
fire ‘prbiectlo . Mapplng the dlstrjrts would wlden Bysh street and sweep It
already covered 3 ;

that, the: :ehabimation up lo due has ‘Pacific, tho object ,ﬂ the move having

“left ‘u ‘most Imnortam gection for' a*:also the: moﬂvo o;'cmgnz Chinatown

pouihle i vronment “he lndluted long bsck to u:e ﬂats -'nm
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.maXxe himp.a cons
whlch ‘in its' last analysis, means. .the " Mason and ' ‘from" Pon to ' California.
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years ago when he was engagea B
assisting in the preparation of & birds
eve ‘view cf the ‘city.

And so it is that this California srtist
whose mural decorations alone wogld
wous: figure 1In any
of the world's art centers, could not be
driven out of San I'rancisco. e writes
and plans for its beiterment, draws the
story of its progress In wondrous pic-
tures, and newer for a ‘moment loses
hope that the day is at hand when the
people gwho own the most beautifully
situated city in the world will stop iz
this at time of rebullding to utilize
the poSsibilities before them and there-
by get the blessings that are possible
out of the dreadful calamity.
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