“The Near East.”

The San Francisco Sunday Oall

<Book Pag

o
®

“Arethusa,” by IF. Marion Crawford.

“A Founiain Sealed,

Sedgwick.

" by Anne Douglas

“The Appreciation of Literature,” by George

E. Woodburv.
“Doggerel Dodgers,”
W heelan.

by Albertine Randall

“Coldsmith’s Vicar of W akefield and Deseried

roas
Vilia

edited by James Arthur Tufts.

“Woodhull,” by Phiny Berthier Seymour.

Juvenile Books.

“Explorers and Founders of America,”” by
Anna Elizabeth Foote and Avery Warner

Skinner.

“Clean Water and How io Get It,”” by Allen

Hazen.

“The Ballad of Reading Gaol,” by Oscar

Wilde.

“Qutlines of Review in History,” by Charles

Bertram Newiton.

TRANCIS®

“The Near East”

ghed ®r Doulleder Page & Co New
Prive 82

HIS s & book of man values,

most interesting and enlighten

ing. and written in a delighttully

fidentls wa) The author

ro0ses 1t wit d is name, and
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rthe ~ is the last
nedieval days. He has neo
anguage; indeed, his alphabet,
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determined

erature and no

wiry and muscular,

s rawhide slippers, in which he
v catliike, stealthy tread—a
from prehistoric days—
iress is protective, ren-

at a short distance difficult

ern, so like is he in color to the
ackground. He looks as though
ist stepped down from a me-
orentine fresco, with his head
aven, hair long at the back and

re across the shouldere.”
etta, or “blood feud,” as
gands - i is illustrated by

ence of & FYoung man named
bandit out of a book

who tells it thus
ood feud with a man of
emer and went over there to
A in walt one evening,
he drove home his sheep I shot
e a rock. He had killed

efore 1 had a just right
ge his blood. My shot, however,
whole valley and I knew

th only stranger, would be
ed and killed. Therefore I sped
oW the valley in the darkness
X po little hpuse. An
nat was there and I begged
shelter for the night. She

f at once. Scarcely had I
en there came the sound of
iteide, and to my horror I -saw
carrying the body of my
See!’ they cried to the woman
iending me, ‘one of the
jed your son! Then I
was the murdered man's
who had given me shelter. A
later the men, among whom
e elder brother of the victim,
red me. ‘See! they cried. ‘There
son’s murderer. We will kiil
stood with my back to the
ving well that my last mo-
yme The dead man's
1is rifie while I drew
prepared at least to fire once
fore 1 died. I was caught like
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man, seeing my position
elplessness, cried: “No, though

e yvour brother, you may not
m He is beneath our roof. he
read and our protection
ma over him till tomorrow
Remember, my som, it Is our

an dropped his rifie. ‘Go!’ she
me after glancing at her son’s
You have eaten our bread and,
re, you eannot be harmed.” ‘Yes,
2dded my victim's brother. “Till
w's sundown I will not follow.
fter that 1 shall track you down,
efore heaven I will kill you’ I
p n rifie and leaving the house
Juickly all night and all next
I returned here. But we
meet one day—and he will most
vy kill me.”
e author styongly resents the at-

ide o” Austriz and Germauy through

all this country, and evers that “Every
book or mewspaper entering Bosnia or
Herzegovina®goes through ‘the censor's
office, while the postal employes note
and hand to the pdlice the names and
addresses of the receivers of ‘prohibited
publications.  So it is net .only in Rus-
sia and Turkey that one cannot read a
foreign journal; but here, under the en.
lightened rule of his majesty the Emv
peror Francis Joseph.”

“Bosnia is, truth to tell, an unknown
Iand as far as the rest of Europe is
concerned, and probably these facts
may come as a complete surprise to
English readers, whe are apt to re-
gard Austria as a Christian and pro-
gressive power instead of what she is,
the ogre of the Balkans.

“The spy system is more complete
and elaborate than elther in Russia or
in France. A whole volume,  indeed,
could be written upon the corrupt Aus-
trian police methods.”

The author cites cases and aluo says
that the greater part of the so called
“news’ appearing in the English press
concerning the Balkans. {s .utterly un-

reliable. The correspondents, with few
exceptions, are Austrians,-and also act
for the anti-Servian or anti-Bulgarian

papers in Vienna.

The . resources of this country .are
lucidly set forth, one of the svident ob-
Jecte of the book being to peint out
where capital ean, with advantage and
security, be- employed. »The . mining
laws are quoted as “just” and extremely
favorable to secure absolute rights to
those who invest. - One-copper mine, ex-
ploited by a .gentleman from Constan-
tinople, who has irnvested about $120,-
000, has 'In two years paid for itself.

In the petroleum wells of Roumania
the Standard ofil, company has aboiit

$3.000,000 invested. Tt is claimed that
H--*}::;,anian petrolenm contains “14; 13
and: 25 per ceént, more pure oil than

American, Gallcian or Csgucasiafh oils
respectively.
7_-)r the queen. of Roumania (Carmen
Silva) we are- told: ‘“Her majesty is
Iy the mast picturesque, the most
i g ‘and perhaps the most ac-
complished and intelligent of the
queens of Europe, 'and deeply interested
in charity, especially to the blind. One
ﬂf her proteges, a blind man named
T:nc»d«';rps-a. has .invented a machine
by which the.-Brailie type for blind
books can be printed by tyvpe, instead
of, as hitherto, being embossed by
hand. New It jis patented and being
introduced over the whele world.”

Her majesty also has a_scheme for
establishing a city for the blind, where
the blind of every nation may come to
vfwrk and support themselves. The
site has already been donated and one
subscr of $50,000 received.

A summary of the book is the pres-
ent political situation in .the “near
east,” and as the author is English this
quotation may be a kKeynote:

“Much told me by the various mon-
archs ‘was of course In entire confi-
dence; therefore, I can only speak gen-
erally in declaring their opinion to be
in favor of securing for Macedonia au-

tonomy under a FEuropean prince as
Rovernor generzl, and the name of
Princs Arthur of Connaught wane
“spoken of by more than one Balkan
abinet minister.,”
“ » g
Arethusa
By F. Marion Crawford. author of “‘Mr.
Teaacs “Saracinesca,” ‘‘The Witeh of

Prague.”” etc. Published by the Macmi
company, New Yok, s Macmillan

T+

It must be a good quarter of a cen-
tury since “Mr. Isaacs” and “A Reéman
Singer” made people hail a new storv
teller. Marion Crawford has written
nearly two bpoks a year sinee that
time, but his pen is as ready, his in-
spiration as youthful and his style as
spontaneous as though he were still in
his first youth. It is well known that
Crawford is a Jearned man, an unusual
linguist and a historian of marked
ability. But while his bopks are never
in the least pedantic one.can plainly
see at all times the.results of his wide
knowledge and deéeep study. His latest
novel shows his intimate familiarity
with the. history of the middle ages.
The story is lajd in Constantinople in
the fourteenth century, when Johannes
was empeéror. He was deposed dby his
son Andronicus™end In this tale a little
band of gercenaries, deluding them-
selves Into the belief that they are
patriots, are trying to put Johannes
back on ths throne.

Carlo Zeno is the hero, a “gentleman
of Venice, ex-clerk, ex-gambler, ex-
soldier of fortune, ex-lay preben-
dary of Patras, ex-duelist and ex-
Greek general, being ebout 29 years
of “age and having on his tough
body the scars of half a dozen
wounds that would have killed an
ordinary man.” Zeno receives a let-
ter from a friend in Venice, asking
him to buy a slave for him, as his wife
needs a servant. Zenho intrusts the
commission to his majordomo, who
buys Arethusa. This girl proves :o
be the adopted daughter of a titled
Venetian, who, being loyal to Johannes,
had been tortured to death by Andron-
icus when he took the throne. Are-
thusa had sold herself to a slave dealer
to save this man's widow and two
sons from starvation, thus proving her
gratitude for thelr kindness to her. She
and Zeno fall in love (Crawford is at
his very best in these love scenes) and
they are both deeply involved in the
plot to restore Johannes to the throne,
Arethusa is another one added to
Crawford's already long list of fasci-

nating women who combine all the
most desirable womanly qualities with
courage and other noble attributes
which one generally credited solely to
men. The author is at his best in a
story like this, drawing as he does
from his vast storehouse of adventurs,
romance and history. He has given
us a fine tale.

S

“A Fountain Sealed”

By Anpe Douglas Sedgwick. autbor of ‘‘Paths
of Judgment,”” ete. Published by the Cen-
tury company, New York. Price $1.30.

Anne Douglas Sedgwick has held the

attention of critics for a number of
vears. Iler progress has not been
meteoric: she has climbed to .success
by slow steps and the praise she has
received has been well deserved.

This latest book of hers opens well,

There is a strong picture of the young
gir! egoist. with her high and mighty
ideals and foolish philanthropics.
There is nothing attractive in the pic-
ture. The girl, Imogen Upton, is weak
and vain and selfish to a degree. Ii.io-
gen's mother Valerie is Interesting but
not quite human. Mothers have been
sclf-sacrificing since the world began,
but such a saint as this one is almost
past credulity. The mother had left
home, husband and daughter many
vears before because she could not en-
dure the husband’'s unbalanced support
of the extravagant fads of the day.
After his death she returns to America
and tries to win her daughter's love.
The daughter has a lover, Jack, who
reads D'Annunzio and fs a dreamer,
The mother has an elderly admirer

from England, a sane. normal country
gentleman. It is perfectly impossible
to believe that thess two men could
ever in real life have changed places

and _transferred their affections as
they do in “A Fountain Sealed,” the
baronet devoting his attention to the
snobbish, self-centered girl and the
young artist romantically adoring 'the
mother. The pleagant and interesting
beginning of the book is spoiled by the
unconvineing ending.

The author Wwrites in her usual
graceful style, and the book is filled
with conversations worth remember-
ing, but the tale as a whole is most
disappointing.

e ot

“The Appreciation of Literature”

Br George E. Woodberry. Published by the
Baker & Taylor company, New York. Price
$1.50.

In “The Appreciation of Literature”
Geéorge E. Woodberry has written one of
the ablest books on the subject that
has besn published recently. The au-
thor, who enjoys an enviable reputation
as poet, eritie and literary authority, is
a graduate of Harvard, formerly pro-
feasor of English at the University of
Michigan, later a professor of compara-
tive literature at Columbia university,
and is now living in Beverly, Mass,
engaged in editorial and literary work.

Naturaily, the opinions of a man of
such broad culture are worth reading.
He views the subject from a fresh, un-
conventional standpoint and makes a
plea for reading which brings culture
instead of the academic method which
brings merely knowledge.

‘“The gppreciation of literature,” to
quote Mr. Woodberry, “is by no means
a simple matter; it is not the ability
to read, nor even a canon of critielsms
and rules of admiration and censure
that are required, but a live soul, full
of curfosity and interest in life, sensi-
tive to impressions, acute and subtle
in reception, prompt to complete a sug-
gestion and always ready with the
light of its own life to serve as a lamp
unto its feet.”

His analyses of the different forms
of literature are clearly and cleverly
drawn. His object is to produce a real
love for literature in his readers, and
in his chapter on “Lyrical Poetry” he
gives a method of studying and enjoy-
ing Robert Burns, which is a practical
and interesting guide. The author
gives his reason for suggesting Burns
to the student of emotional poetry.

“Like Scott and Byron, he is dis-
tinctly & man’'s poet, and he is more
accessible, more various and especially
more intimate than they are in the ap-
peal to the nascent passions, thoughts
and affections of life, and the experi-
ence he brings, though set to melody
and rhymes, is untransformed and gen-

uine and keeps near to the earth, to

things common and obvious, and to the
comrade side of life both for wisdom
apd abandon.” 3
In the chapter on practical sugges-
tions Professor Woodberry deplores the
so called “course of study,” and ex-
presses his belief  in reading single
authors that attract the readers; in
reading much of one author at & time,

and appropriating a few books with’

vivacity of interest and vigor of mind.
The rest is only arepetition of the
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plishments of the red men as though he

" ‘were one indeed.

He escapes from the Indians and
after many exciting adventures finally
reaches his family in the south; is sent
to England to be educated, and returns
to fight for his country in the revolu-
tionary war. In England he falls n,
love with a nobleman’s daughter, who
{s torfnented by . a cousin suitor. ‘She
follows Ragle Wing to America, and
after countless trials and tribulations
love wins.

The famjly home of KEagle Wing's
people is called “Woodhull” In the
early days of the revolutian they lose
it, and most of the book is devoted to
the hero's struggle to regain posses-
sion of it. The book is dedicated to
Theodore Roosevelt, and the fine, man-
ly hero strikingly suggests-him. The
book is rich in plots and counterplots.
but the style of writing is common-
place.

——

Books for Children

“Cooper’s Adventures of Deerslayer,”
adapted by Margaret N. Haight and
published by the American book com-
pany, New York (35 cénts), is intended
for supplementary reading in the fifth
or sixth grade and is a very thorough
abridgment of Cooper’'s famous story.
All lengthy descriptions, tedious con-
versations, moral reflections and other
unnecessary detalls have been carefully
omitted. Cooper’'s own words, the
atmosphere of the original, have been
retained wherever possible, the story
moves right along, the interest- con-
tinues from beginning to end and theres
are no apparent breaks in the narrative.

“Hymns Every Child Should Know,”
edited by Dolores Bacon and published
by Doubleday, Page & Co., New York
(90 cents), is one of a series of books
in which have already been published
many things “every child should know.”
This collection of hymns is interesting}
to others besides children, however, and
will be found an excellent reference
book.

In the “foreword” the author- states

(75 cents), will be loved by every child
who loves Teddy bears. It tells about
the adventures of two of them in toy-
land. The tale is told in verse and the
pictures are reproductions of some ex-
cellent photographs. The two Teddles
invade a toy village and upset every-
thing in the town, frighten the pet
monkey up a tree, steal the doll's lunch
party and play all manner of pranks.
Finally the village is saved from abso-
lute destruction by the intervention of
& friendly “giant,” who comes In and
captures the bears_and carries them off.
It is new and pretty and will interest
all the friends of Teddy bears.

“Explorers and Founders of America”

By Anna Elizabeth Foote and (Avery Warner
Skinnér. Published by the American book
company, New York. Price 06 cents.

This is one of the well known series
of Eclectic reading’s and i= intended for
use in the fourth and fifth.year. Tt
glives attractive blographical sketches
of 34 prominent characters in the his-
tory of Amerjca from the days of the
earliest adventures down to the revolu-
tionary war. Each character portrayed
is a gepresentative type of a period
of actlvity or a phase of our country.

Each sketch gives details that are
sure to interest children, while the
book as a whole presents all the most
important events of our early history.
The material hag been put into Short
sentences, expressed in easy colloquial
style, and each sketch is followed by
suggestive toplcs for oral or written
camposition. Many maps and pictures
fllustrate the narratives.

“Clean Water and How fo Get I’

By Allen Haze l.Pubuuhed By John Wiley &

Sons, New \9{"’.

This is a scientific treatise on the
means now used in American cities to
obtain clean water, and many valuable
suggestions are given for solving the
problems which may arise.

The subject is thoroughly ftreated
and will only appeal to readers who
are interested in this line of engineer-

process as new authors come into the
field of attention and new interests de-
velop.

The book is a helpful one to the
student at large; it {s so teeming with
the author’'s enthusiasm and withal is
written in shch a scholarly analytical
manner that it is entitled to a careful
reading by all who love books,

- ——

“Doggerel Dodgers”

* By Alberting Randall Whealan. Published by

Paul Elder & Co, San Francisco and New
York, Price 30 cente.

‘Doggerel Dodgers’ consists of half
a dozeéen miniature posters for the dec-
oration of youngsters' rooms. The
drawing of the animals in various
grotesque groups are exceedingly
amusing. The pictures are mounted on
heavy brown cardboard, and on cach is
a2 motto. On the picture showing a
bear with hand upraised and a seal
sitting by with a judicial expression
on his face, is the Inscription, “This
bears witness to my love, as this seal
doth attest.” The picture of a lynx be-
ing struck on the eye by a golf ball is
entitled “On the Lynx.” These pictures
are duplicated on half a dozen plcture
postals. The combination makes a
unique and amusing Chrlstmas’sl!t.‘

“Goldsmith’s Vicar of Wakefield and
Deserted Village”

Edited by James Artbur Tufts. Published by
the American book company, New York.
Price 45 cents.

This is the latest addition to the
Gateway serles of English texts, pre-
pared under the general editorship of
Professor Van Dyke of Princeton. The
two famous masterpieces of Goldsmith
are here, edited with especial care to
make them clear, interesting and help-
ful to those beginning the study of
literature. The introduction econtains
a sketch of the early development of
the English novel, an account of Gold-
smith’s extraordinary life, and criti-
cisms of his writings by contemporary
as well as later authors. The notes
elucidate all obscure points in the
text.

“Woodhull”
P Berthier Seymour. Published

"C. :WM company, Boston. "

The time of this tale is just previous
to-and during the days of the revolu-
tion. The opening scene takes place
in the lake region of New York state
among the Iroquois Indians. The hero
is a young white man who has been
captured in childhood by the Tuscarora

‘Indians and has lived among them
name, narration by Elizabeth Gordon, with

ever since. He has an

that “it would\lmposs!ble to Include
all the hymns of the world worthy to
be recalled, but so far as space and an
incomplete judgment permit, the hymns
that  have endured the longest and
meant most in Christian religious his-
tory thave been Included.” She goes on
to say in this Interesting foreword that
“David’s hymns speak of the oriental
sensuous necessity for something super-
human; Luther's speak of a sublime re-
sistance, ordered by a heroic con-
gcienceé: Watts' of a gentler moment,
when the emotions demanded rest and.
soothing."” y

All of the more familiar hymns are

included in this volume. Some hymns
distinctly Amerlcan in verse and music
are presented.. That simple and ex-
quiscite wood poem by Sidney Lanler
has been put to music, especially com-
‘posed by Rev. Hobart B. Whitney:

Into the woods my master went,
Clean forspent, forspent:
Into the woods my master came;
B e they e ot Blip to him
i 1ittle gray legc wera kind to him, :
: oy

; g T e o e

When death and shame would woo him last,
From under the trees they drew him last,
'Twas on a tree they slew bhim last,

‘When out of the woods ne came.

“Two Teddy Bears irn Toyland,” a

Eagle Wing, and is as expert with bow photographs by Charles Wylie, pub-
and arrow and a]l the other accom- lished by Dodd, Mead & Co.,, New York

ing. Tt will prove especially valyable _ OB
to the mayors and aldermen of cities 9
who have great responsibilities in these Maerrill

he volume include

The 16 chapters in
und Water Sup-

such subjects as “Grx
plies,” “Development of Watsr Purifi-
cation in Ameriea,” “The Nature of the
Methods of Purifying Water,” eto.

——
““The Ballad of Reading Gael”

Published by H, M. Cald-
ton.

The new edition of the already fa- B
miliar great poem by Oscar Wilde is *7;
out just in time for the holiday season. e
In addition to the poem, the book con- s %
tains an account of Wilde's life while s."‘“”" % Shated n:o?k edited by Martla W,
in prison written by one of the war- ~ i
dens of Reading gaol.

“Roman History,” price 20 cents.

These little books will fix and estab-
lish in the mingd of the student in their _°
proper perspective the essential points o7, 22te® 0 & Tagior

in Greek and Great Yuw

care has been employed In the ATTANGS-
ment of material, and eass of reference
has been first considered. Many dates
have. been included and complete in-
dices, together with 50 typical ques-
tions from college entrance examing-
tion papers, render the books mest
nelpful.

#While intended, of course, to follow
or be used in connection with complete
text books, they may be used with any
good books.

———
Gossip of Books and People Whe Make Them

The announcement of a new blogra=
phy of Oscar Wilde has brought for-
ward Robert H. Sherard in expostula-
tion: “I see from a paragraph in your
paper,” -he writes to the aditor of the
London Daily Chronicle, “that a new
boek on the late Mr. Wilde Iis to be
issued. You describe it as supplemen-
tary to my biography of my friend.
People are so very stupid that they
may possibly think that this means
that T have something to do with this
boek. This is not the case. I am rather
anxious to make that clear, because
some people say that I am exploiting
my friendship with the dead poet for
the production of literary wares. Lit-
erary England is so entirely commer-
cial that people cannot understand that
a man may have other motives than
that of gain. For my part I cannot
understand how it can be supposed of
any man of average intelligence that
he should engage in literary pursuits
of any kind with hopes of pecuniary
advantages.”

- . -

Thackeray was never able to dictate
his stories; he tried to, but gave it up.
Scott, too, attempted dictation, but
found the effort useless and returned
to what he termed “the magic of the
pen.” Even in this present day steno-
graphic era there are many writers
who write out all of their work them-
selves, although somea choose to utilize
the typewriter, finding with its use an
easier flow of thought than when they
use the pen. W, D. Howells never diec-
tated his work and Henry James never
took up dictation until after getting
the mistaken Impression that Mr.
Howells used It.

- - -

Ralph Henry Barbour has writfen s
new serial for the 1908 volume of St.
Nicholas. It is to be called “Harry's
Island,” and will carry on the ventures,
adventures and misadventures of the
Jolly .young folk of “The Crimson
Sweater” and “Tom, Dick and Harriet.”
The same magazine will publish a
series of quaint and humorous verses,
“The Happychaps,” illustrated by Har-
rison Cady.

L - -

“Are You a Bromide?” which has
brought Gelett Burgess into such pop-
ularity, is now in its fifth printing,
though only published late last fall.
The demand for this book exists In
every part of the country and orders
from abroad are plentiful. The terms
‘bromide” and “sulphite” crop uap
averywhere. An Indianapolis pews-
paper heads its funny cclumn *“Bro-
mides and Sulphites,” and Trixie Fri-
ganza In “The Orchid” imitates the
pose of one of the figures on the cover
design and hurls the epithet “Bromide!™
at Eddie Foy.

-

A famous novelist was once asked
why he did not some time write &
short story, and nis reply was, “I have
not the time.” He also might have add-
ed "“nor the experience,” for short story
writing demands both “time” and prace
tice. In fact, this branch of literature
is most exacting toward its followers.

- - -

Alfred Austin, the poet laureats of
England, is astonished. He says he
has “received several letters, at vari-
ous times, from unknown correspond-
ents, inquiring if his poems could not
be sold at a lower price.” His amaze-~
ment is natural. But he ought to have
given the n-m.u of‘his coryespondents.

-

The late G. A. Henty, author of the
famous “Henty Books,” has found a
suitable blographer in Manville Fenn,
his lifelong friend and fellow worker
in the fleld of juvenile literature, who
has described his varied experiences as
war correspondent, traveler, engineer
and athlete. It was out of his own ab-
servation that he wove his stories.

- - .

To settle the guestion whether Chris-
tian Reid is a man or a woman, that
writer's publishers produce a photo-
graph, which appears to afford unmis-
takable proof that Christian Reid's sex
is feminine.

- v -

Camille Flammarion, the French as-
tronomer, has written a work on the
subject of psychical research entitled
‘“Mysterious Psychic Forces,” which is
to be brought out in this country. The
author has comprehensively reviewed
the work done by European sclentists
in their attempt to investigate psychi-
cal phenomena, and he gives tha record
of his own study of the celebrated
medium, Eusapia Paladino, who has
now been under aclentific ebservation
for 30 years.

> - . -

John Ollver Hohba' outlookx on life
is said to be more or less defined In the
forthceming collection of extracts from
the works of that clever novelist. It
bears the title of one of Mrs, Craigis's
poems, “Life and Tomorrow.”

—
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