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THE GOVERNOR AND THE BANK COMMISSION

DVERNOR GILLETT is quoted as saying that the remedy for
present ills is more bank commissioners and a revision of bank-
ng laws. That is the politician’s remedy. Has anything gone

ng’

These are the patented substitutes for honesty and duty. Soon

people will have forgotten al] about their troubles, but the newly
ted offices will remain to help the political machine and bur-

pavers. Now. in truth and in fact, the cryving need of
the situation is not new offices or legislation but more honesty and

wre

tax

\With common honesty in the bank commission, the California
safe deposit and trust company would haye been closed out more

than a vear ago. The commissioners knew that the bank was no
h trap for unwary depositors and they permitted it to
we are told that the cure for these conditiony is
commissioners, presumably of the same stripe, backed
The existing bank laws of Cali-
ed by that useful politician, former Com-
stock, who began on the railroad commission and
the bank commission.” The crisis now demands more
says Governor Gillett, and perhaps another Dunsmoor
b if the legislature will provide Mr. Blackstock with
opportunity to continue his literary labors and enlarge his book,
everything will be lovely
1 that may provide comfortable places for Herrin's heelers,
ill not pay off a single unhappy depositor in the California
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safe deposit and trust company, nor will it prevent the same thing
happening again the bank commissien isi:nade an asylum for
grafting politicians. The measures that Governor Gillett proposes
are in their essence encouragement for néw’ bank commissioners to
follow the example of their predecessors in office. If the gemedy for
financiagl disease is more bank commissioners, this can _only mean
that present and past officials have done their duty as far as their

powers went, and only failed of complete and satisfactory fulfill-
ment through physical exhaustion.
The real and effective remedy for these conditions is to send a

dishonest bank commissioner or two to jail. There is plenty of
law to cover the case and the offense i1s cléear. The question is up
to Governor Gillett. Will he set the criminal law in motion against

these delinquents? Fiddle-faddle talk about more offices and

new legislation does not deceive anybody.

POWERS IN A FOOLISH COMPETITION

HE whole world seems to have gone mad at the same moment
with the mania for building monster battleships. England pro-
poses to build twelve huge ships of the Dreadnought type
within the next two years, and Germany is preparing to

complete within twelve years seventeen warships of equal size with
the English monsters. Our-own program is not less ambitious, for
Secretary Metcalf asks congress ‘to provide for four battleships
of the largest size, with other construction appropriations fér the
session carrying a total of $69,270,000. Last year Secretary. Bona-
parte asked for $32,000,000 on construction account, and .in 1905
his estimates called for $23,000,000. Secretary Metcalf ‘asks for
hree times as much,

Congress will not give as much as Metcalf asks, but it will be

If other nations engage in a race or competition of this

nited States cannot afford to Jag behind. The fact that
Japan is steadily and rapidly adding to its navy must not be forgotten
or ignored. In proportion to its mieans and resources, Japan is
really building more warships than any other nation. It is an
absurd, silly and dangerous competition for an impoverished country
to invite; but there it is, a standing challenge.

All summer long the peace conference sits at The Hague. In

winter the several parliaments get together and  provide means
for killing their fellow men.

A WEIRD WAIL FROM OREGON

HE Portland Oregonian, morose perhaps from the influence

of a2 melanchely climate, sorrowfully inquires, “Will the worm

turn?” The subject of this.unhappy similitude is the great

state of Oregon, which, we learn with distress, is crushed
inder the heel of the oppressor, E. H. Harriman. The comparison
s not sitogether complimentary to the native state of the Ore-
gonian.

The special wickedness of Harriman in Oregonian eyes is that
ae is making that territory tributary to California instead of develop-
ng the Portland terminal. By way of specification, the diversion
of the Klamath country traffic to the south rather thzn the north
s quoted as one of Harriman’s sins. Commenting on the unnatural

wickedness of Harriman in building south rather than north, theJ

Oregonian continues:

. But there was 2 difference in building a line which would drain busi-
ness out of California and one which would keep it in its natural, time worn
chaonel. In the California project no obstacle seemed too great 'to be over-
come; in the Oregon project no obstacle was too small to be offered as an
excuse for not building. The climax of this policy, with which the California
trinity has placed the commercial curse on central and southeastern Oregon
it near at hand, for while all work has been stopped on Harriman projects

which would in the slightest degree benefit Oregon, work on the line that!

is to divert Oregon business to California is being rushed with unusual haste.
All this is very odd and interesting if true. It introduces us to
+ new Harriman, blind to his own interests, building his railroads

on the line of greatest resistance and leaving open for some com-|pneariy
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petitor the “natural, time worn channel.” This is a wholly new form : ;
of the Harriman myth, but it credits him with less than human B Call’s
sintelligence, Possibly, he was beguiled by the fact that the Klamath y The Call’s Jester &

|

\is for its greater length a California river whose valley makes easy
|grades.
The unaccountable behavior of Harriman is attributed by the
\Oregonian to a wicked conspiracy of Stubbs, Kruttschnitt and
|Schwerin, through whose wicked machinations and evil purpose
;suffering Oregon has not had “a fair deal from the California trinity
of Svehgalis, for whom Mr. Harriman has been playing Trilby
for so many years.”

If the patient worm is at length ready to turn we suggest that
she—if that is the proper gender—should bite Svengali and not the
blameless Trilby. :

STREETS NEED INSPECTION

: AYOR TAYLOR'S remarks-at Stanford university have a
{ very pertinent and immediate bearing on the condition of
San Francisco streets. We quote:

j Everything will go to rack and ruin unless watched. In San
Francisco it has been much this way in the past, and we hope in the future
it will be different. For instance, the streets should be inspected. If not
daily or weekly, at least monthly. Things should not be as they have been.
We have laid new streets, and then left them and they have gome to ruin
for want of attention.

All very true and we hope the mayor will take his own lesson
to heart. The streets are mot given proper care, we presume for
lack of due inspection. Public service corporations are permitted
to destroy them and are not compelled to restore the breaks to
proper condition. All over town the asphalted streets are left with
trenches and chuckholes, mostly due to marauding gas companies
or telephone companies; which appear to have some pull that pro-
tects them. It is fair to say that these complaints do not apply
to the new work of the United Railroads, which, as far 3s observed,
has been excellent. B

NOTE AND COMMENT

It looks as if a coin may have to be
flipped to decide the San Francisco
postmastership,

The bank commissioners should at
least refund the salaries they have
drawn. .

e

With an undertaker on the new
grand jury there is apt to be grave
trouble ahead for the criminals..

e —— "

David J. Walker says he hasn't a

It might be a good plan to throw a
cordon of police around Oakland’s

Chinatown and let the tongs fight
it out.

cent. He ought to be able to sympa- ; i
thize with some of the depositors in| FPerbaps “Big” Jim Gallagher's ab-
his bank. s ) sence¥is to be of the Kathleen Ma-

- vourneen kind——“It may be for years

When members of the present|and it may be forever”
board of supervisors accuse each B et
othér of stretching the truth there| Sir Clifton Robinson, knewn as the
may l:»ef ::me doub‘t‘ a; to \!;heth:r ;umwaﬁ/ ki t
either of them is right; but under the| here. He will be able to pick u
old regime it was a sure shot that| pointers on how nc’ﬁ ’t'c.p:-u ‘p o
‘railway system. vy

both would have been. g =
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ST. CLARE—S, City. In relation to to be virtually incorrupt only when
your question about the bedy of St.|eXhumed prior to removing it o a new
Clare, Rev. Richard A, Gleeson of Santa | [ S LDE Dlace. removal place

 in the first half of the last century. I
::;l_'tp this fact the
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BALLAD OF WILD HUNTING

Some go out in quest of the ivery
mounted boar,

Getting thundeérous excitement, quite a
lack of dull Yepose;

Others plan to slay the fish armored
osprey,

‘Or chloroform the butterfly that loiters
on the rose.

Moose hunting, goose hunting have
their clientele

Whale drives, quail drives draw a mot-
ley throng,

Some go after venison with a godly
benison——

They can stalk their quarry with a

happy Hunting song.
Men go to the Congo after hippo-

potamus .

Steaks and cutlets breaded, with the
gizzard on the side;

All they have to do there is to slay a
beast or two there—

‘Steen pound, soft nosed projectiles will
plerce the creature’'s hide.

Some hunters, glum hunters, say that
sport is hard;

They can't, they shan’'t use that ad-
jective;

It can only be applied to the sport that
I have tried—

Hunting o'er the city just to find a
place to live.

Some think apartment houses lurk in
every street—

They are cunning creatures with most
subtly hidden lairs;

A new and modern flat for two, such a
one that.ought to do,

Is far more difficult to stalk than ex-
tinet grizzly bears. 4

Steam heat, parlor suite rarer than the
‘auk,

My rent (high rent) 's evasive as a
mouse; »

Lead will bag a tiger cat, gold you

to land a flat—

If youre after sport imperial just try

to hunt & Rat. —A L P

A

treidht handled during 1908 was $7,-
376,2i8. That of New York ¥
cago for the same year, res

was 30,314,062 and 14,740,115 te :
reports for 1905 show: London,
land, 83,478,158 tons; Liverpool, -
465,519 tons; Hongkong, 22,653,616 tons:
m\u , 20,762,000 tons, and Antwerp,
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 CONTRACT—C. E. E., Berkeley. A
tract is an agreement between two
g;mn parties. The writing contains

JAME der, Oakland,
given nam James 1o Jakob i German |

e
s e varies in
e i T o R Feeal,
cobbe; Spanish, Jacobo, Diego, Jago,
. Jayme, Dio

Jatme; Portuguese, Jayme, Diogo.
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N interesting engagement, which
is being announced informally
this week to the friends of the
principals, is that of Miss Anna
Nicholson Scott and Joseph Wilber Cof-
fin, both of whom are prominent in the
younger smart set. Miss Scott, whose
parents died some years ago, has made
her home with her grandmother, Mrs.
Mearns, with whom she traveled recent-
1y in the east and in Canada. Shortly
after the fire they took delightful
apartments in the Frederick, where
they are just re-established, after the
summer's outing. Miss Scott, however,
spends almost-half her time with her
cousins, the hospitable Foster family of
San Rafael, whose big country house,
Falr Hills, has been Tlke another home
to her. It was while on a visit there
that she first met Mr. Coffin, whose
admiration, from the first day of their
acquaintance, led their friends to expect
the pleasant bit of news just received.
Miss Scott is a pretty girl, with blue
eyes and light brown hair. She is a
graduate of the University of California
snd unusually clever and attractive.

Although Mr. Coffin is a New York
man and came to California only a short
time ago, he is connected with some of
this state’s most prominent families
and has many friends here. He is a
nephew of Mrs. James Coffin of Ross
Valley and connected through her with
the Allens of Ross and the Andersons of
Mare Island.

Miss Scott’s cousins, Mr. and Mrs.
A. W. Foster, have offered her their
home for the wedding, which is to be
one; of the events of April next. No
deflnite date has been selected, but the
affair will not be a very large one. Mr.
and Mrs. Coffin will make their home
in New York.

- Ll -

Miss Hannah du Bois was hostess
yesterday at a delightful Iluncheon
which was given at the Francesca club
to several of the year's debutantes.
Her guest of honor was Miss Augusta
Foute, the other guests being Miss
Helen Jones, Miss Dorothy Boericke,
Miss Ruth Boericke, Miss Dolly Mac-
Gavin, Miss Kathleen de Young, Miss
Louisiana Foster, Miss! Eleanor Cush-
ing, Miss Christine Pomeroy, Miss Les-
lie Page, Miss Lucile Wilkins, Miss
Louise Boyd, Miss Helen Baker.

L . -

Dr. and Mrs. John Rodgers Clark will
leave San Francisco in “January for
New York, where they will spend sev-
eral weeks before sailing for Europe.
They do not plan to return to San
Francisco until late In the fall and
will visit England,- Italy and France
during the spring and summer months.

. - 5

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Peter Weeks,
who spent November at the Potter, in
Santa Barbara, have returned to thelr
San Mateo home and will remain there
during the winter. Miss Kempff, who

has been with the Weeks for Several
months, will be their guest in San
Mateo until the spring. Dr. and Mrs.
Edgar Bryant, Mrs. Weeky sister and
brother in law, have taken a house in
the popular southern town.

- . .

Miss Hope Bliss will be hostess at a
luncheon today, her guest of honor
being Miss Dolly MacGavin. Her guesgts
will be 12 in number and ineclude se¥-
eral of the debutantes. The affair will
take place in the Bliss home on Broad-

way.

Mr. and Mrs. Aylett Cotton are at
the Potter hotel In Santa Barbara,
where they went immediately after
their wedding a week ago. Mrs. Cot-
ton was Miss Alicé Borel

. - .

Two dances take place on Friday
night of this week, through a con-
fusion in the original dating of theése
events. Ome Is Mrs. Ynez Shord
White's second cotillon at the Falrmont
hotel, which will be attended by ‘about
150 young soclety people. Mrs. White
will be assisted in recelving by Mrs.
Reginald Knight Smith and Mrs. Elea-
nor Martin. The other dance is the
second of the Friday night dances, in
which Mrs. George Moore, Mrs. Lang-
horne, Mrs. Wakefleld Baker and Mra.
Monteagle will chaperone. It will take
place at Century Cl:xb ha.lL

.

Among last week's Informal bridge
parties were two given respectively on
Tuesday and Wednesday by Mrs. Alex-
ander Heynemann in her pretty home
in Fillmore street. Among those who
played were: Mrs. Arthur Watson, Mrs.
Hewall Dolliver, Mrs, J. C. Myerstein,
Mrs. Whiting, Mrs. Walter Holeomb,
Mrs. Sexton, Mrs. Edward Younger,
Mrs. Maurice Casey. On both days an
infermal tea followed the game.

- - .

Miss Florence Lundborg was the
guest last week of Mrs. Laura Roe in
the latter's pretty Ross Valley home.

Mrs. Roe returned only recently from a
short eastern trip, where she visited
various relatives and friemds.

- - -

Mres. Williamy Colller, who left San
Francisco some months ago to attend
the Episcopal convention at the James-
town fair, will return to San Franecisco
this week and will soon reopem her
home on Pacific avenue.

- - -

The Newhall dance, which is to be
given this evening in the handsome
Newhall home on Scott street, promises
to be one of the brilliant affair®of the
winter, although it is not to be very
large. Mrs. Newhall’'s guest of honor
will he Miss Alexandra Hamilton, one
of the year's debutantes, and Miss
Elizabeth, Miss Marifan and Miss Mar-
garet Newhall will assist them In re-
celving their guests. This will be the
first private dance yet given this winter
and the younger soclety folk expect a
delightful experience.

Britain Suppresses Truthful Editor

[ m——

HEN the war with Russia began
an English newspaper in Kobe,
Japan, had a subordinate editor
,named Bethell—E. T. Bethell
He was a British provincial journalist
who had somehow drifted out to the
far east. His task of grubbing through
the exchanges and “writing an occa-
sional editorial article in the ponderous
English style was not of a kind to
bring distinction.
In the middle of the war Bethell had
an -inspiration which was destined to

make him a thorn in the flesh to the
Japanese government, and which lifted
him to such prominence that an inter-
national combination had to be made
to suppress him—at least for the time.
He moved to Seoul and started a little
four page rag of a paper cailed the
Korea Dally News, printed at first in
English and then in Korean as well

At first all the knowing smiled at
Bethell's enterprise. The circulation
fleld was so miserably narrow and there
was not enough advertising in all Ko-
rea to wad a gun. Bethell could not
aftord a cable serviee; he had to clip
his foreign news from Japanese papers
a week old. He had no English com-
positors, only Koreans who set the type
by the looks of the letters. He had to
be his own editorial writer, reporter
and circulator.

Nevertheless the Japanese govern-
ment soon began to take notice of Ed-
{tor Bethell. The first sign was an elab-
orate attack on him in the Yokohama
Daily Mail, edited by an Englishman
who sneezes whenever the Japanese
government takes snuff. The Daily Mail
said, in brief, that Bethell wasa hire-
ling of Russia and a disgrace to British
manhood.

The trouble was that Bethell refused
to accept the pplite official version of
Japan's purposes and methods in Korea.
He told the truth as he saw it, and not
only in English but alse in Korean.When
the Japanese soldiers began to evict
Korean peasants from their lands under
pretense of military necessity he told
about it in terms that burned their way
through even the clouded Korean mind.
Every incident of Japanese outrage and
eruelty that came to his ears he printed
with a spirit that blinked no unpleas-
ant facts. y

Bethell's little paper was the first to
givé the lie to the official Japanese ro-
mance that on a certain November
night in 1905 the Korean emperor had
willingly signed away his inherited
rights and his country's independence.
He told how Japanese soldiers had sur-
rounded. the palace, how Marquis Ito
had threatened the emperor, and how
when thg latter still refused to affix his
seal to the protectorate . treaty, the
strong box of the Korean prime minis-
ter had been forced and the great seal
stolen from it and affixed to the docu-
ment at Marquis Ito’s order.

When a so called patriotic soclety of
RKoreans was formed to applaud and
uphold the Japanese proceedings Beth-
ell declared that its members wera pat-
riots for revenue only, and proved it by
tracing the money to the soclety’s
leaders from high officials of Japan. He
‘was also the first to let the world know
about the delegates whom the old em-
peror had sent to The Hague to plead
against Korea's & on.

All these things made Editor Bethell
exceedingly obnoxious to the Japanese

wers. The short oriental method of
ﬁanns with him—that of assassina-
tion—could hardly be taken, for he was
an Englishman, and up to about six
weeks ago
rights, even in Korea, that Japaa felt

mén still had some

bound to respect. Besides, the “alll-
ance’’ must not be endangered by any-
thing that the British voter might re-
sent.

And so finally the British govern-
ment was induced to instruect its repre-
sentative in Seoul that Bethell and his
paper were a menace to “the peaceful
Japanese regime.” Accordingly, about
six weeks ago, Bethell was arrested
and tried before the British resident,
and held in bonds of 3,600 yem to curb
his pén or be expelled from the coun-
try, while his paper was suppressed.

However, the seed of Bethell's sow-
ing is bearing fruit in the stubborn
guerrilla warfare that goes on in the
Korean hills against the Japanese con-
queror, and the British government is
left in the bad peosition of warring on
a subject whose only offense was that

he told the truth.—Chicago Inter
Ocean. *
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A Chinese merchant of Peking who
was convieted of murder was sentenced
to death by being deprived of sleep
Four warders kept watch over him fo
keep him awake and on the tenth day
he died.

A New York man who has spent 72
years in making models for inventors
to send to the patent office says that
there are 67 men in New York whom
he knows of who are working on per-
petual motion machines.

What is claimed to be a record day's
mining for any colliery in the united
kingdom was made recently at the
Bargoed colliery of the Powell Dyffrya
company. The guantity of coal raised
during the day was 3,245 tons

If American cotton were baled as
well as the Indian there would be three
advantages, viz., saving in freight, sav-
ing in trouble at mill due to buckles,
and saving in tare and liability to dam-
age. The most important is the saving
in freight.

Brazil is preparing for the celebra-
tion next year of the hundredth anni-
versary of the opening of the ports of
that country to international commerce
by a national exhibition of Industrial,
pastoral amd art products, to be held at
Rio de Janeiro from June 13 to Sep-
tember 7.

Knud Rassuesen of Copenhagen, who
has been studying ethnology at Un-

nak, North Greenland, has started
£ Smiths sound to find an Eskime
tribe which is reputed to have never
come in contact with civilization. His
aim is eventually to reach the Canadian
mainland some time in 1908.

Christopher B. Stout, who has been
retired by the discontinuance of the
postoffice at Centerville, N. J., is sawa
to be the oldest postmaster in point of
service in the United States. He has
served continuously since his appoint-
ment in 1855.

The natives of Borneo place rudely
carved images of female figures by the
side of the entirances to their huts. The
image represents a goddess, which
protects the house from any harm or
si¢kness. If there should be fllness
previously to the placing of the
butiong at the entrance, she prevents
it from becoming worse.

A new plague protective or rat
poison has been discovered In China.
It Is called “ratin,” and consists of §
pasty substance inoculated with a
baeillus. A rat which takes enough to
cover a pin's head will not only die,
bul will infect every other rat with
which it comes in contact. Five wvil-
iages have been selected in which to
make the test.

Conditions in California

York yesterday:
California temperatures for the last 2¢ hours:
San Franciseo ....................Mirimum...... 53 Maximum...... a
San Diege........cciciiniiincnnereMinimum. ... 52 Maximam...... 88
Reports received by the California Promotion committee from Glenn county say that
rapid progress is being made on several largs irrigating systems in that part of the
county is sending large quaati.jes




