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By Olive Percival

HE pageantries of old Father
Christmas had lost most of their
Elizabethan tinsel and buffoonery
long, long before our American
forefathers and foremothers landed at
*lymouth or at Jamestown, By Sir
Tioger de Coverly's time there were but
& few who mourned the Christmas fes-
tivities of “the good old days,” Knowing
not how famously picturesque their own
century would beceme.

It was only Christmae feasting and

Christmas vigiting that obtained in the

iew America, and that was limited to
tie southern getilemeuts gnd to cértain
northem communities, where they were
of Church of England faith, There were
o pagan yule logs, no “Christmase
pres” no unseemly salutations among
the pilgrims and the puritans. And it
wasn't in the least becsuse they were
A soured. mirthiess 1ot; they knew how
the English Maypole and Christinas
frolics were often nanght but baccha-
nalia, and so they would none of them—-
not even the pretty, pagan decorations
of the Druids.

Judge Seawell, in his pondérous but
delightfully personal diary, “blesses
God” that no man can “compel” an ob-
servance of Christmas! Heo gave pres-
ents 1o certain admirable (and wealthy)
widows of “comfits” and bovks of ser-
mone, but (as Alice would say) they
were all “un-Christmas pregents.” But
finally, even in the most unenlighténed
and picturésque villages ot England the
churchmen frowned down the lords of
misrule and their revelries and Christ-
mas was kept still merrily but decently.

When we have experlenced the ex-
citement of nine or téen Christmases we
are big and disillusioned, and our
Christmas teys cannot wholly please
us.  But, ®lthough it may disagree
with us, the Christmas dinner is an in-
stitution that, it Is believed, we shail
stoutly uphoeld for many generitions to
come, although friends and kindred in
great numbers are deserting and going
over to the camps of the innumerable
isms, each full of fear and hedged
about with prohibitions.

One hundred years ago our ancesiors
on the othér sidé of this wide conti-
nent were not by ones, twos and threes,
eating their Christmas dinners in
French. restaurantss nor expeénding 50
measuréd chews upon each mouthful of
& vegetable r t, or one consisting of

. peanut butter or of fruits and nuts or

of some expensive grain food with an
{mbecile name. But we must not pity
our ancesto ur gregarious an-
cestore—too much, although we are so
clever and so selentific; for they had an
abundance of real, genuine food, and
they enjoyed it. It was cooked over
&n open fire and in brick ovens, qa‘te
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wearing a stunmag automoblls ve!l Lo
match her coat.

Fur coats and caps are as fashion-
able in the doll world as they are
elsewhere. In fact, smart
doll is considered suitably dressed for
showy days unless she has on a loag
fur coat. These garments are madas
straight and plain with collars that
turn up around the neck. Muffs, stoles
and tippets are a part of the fur ward-
robe. Lynx is considered good style,
80 18 sable,
thing for evening
functions.

As for the gowns, nine of every
ten of the handsomest dolis are dressed
in party frocks. Silks predaminate,
though fresh, white of cob-
webby teéxture and elaborately trimmed
with lace, are aiways in favor. if
those who are plann'ng to dress dolis
would remember in what elegance silk

no reaily

while ermine is the correct

wear and afternoon

out

muslins

' i3 held In the estimation of little folk

there would be no disappointments on
Christmas day when the little one's
stocking reveals a beautiful deoll dressed
in simple white musiin. Children prefer
=ilk té the shecr and most expensive
lawn or linen, and lace counts only by
its quantity, not by ils cost. The pre-
vailing style of doll costume is the
full skirt with blouse match and
lace guimpe, or the pleated skirt with
guimpe effect. One very expenaively
clad doll wore a light blue s=ilk frock
with the bodice made entirely of nar-

to

A TECHAMNMICAL, oAl CART.
row lace frills run horizontally. The

elbow sleeves were fllled %o match, and
the neck of this gown was ¢ut out in a
quare with a lace edging to finish it
Long straps of the silk come down
the front and back from the shoulders
and end at the back of the walst in
full rosettes with doubls streamers.
The new mechanical toys cannot fall
to interest and amuse the grownups, f«
say nothing of the delight they wi
bring to youngsters. There is a minia-

ure  hansom which any little girl
would love. It stands about 13 igches
high, holds a beautifully dressed lady

%ol! In hat and coat, with a bunch of
riolets pinned at her throat, and there

3 a typical cab driver sitting above
in gray livery. The toy winds up so
that when it starts the miniature

harse moves along at a slow trot, while
the rubbder tired wheels revolve with
fascinating regularity and rapidity. An-
other mechanical device which forms
an interesting and expensive toy is a

toll's goat cart drawn by tweo black
and white goats. The doliy whip shows
her skill with the ribbons as she sits

behind and guides the palr of goats
drawing the pneumatic tired cart over
the floor just as long and as fast ag the
mechanism runs.

For Christmas babies there are bas-

kets of toys made especially for their
entertainment Following the advice
given by physicians, these baby toys
are of pure rubber, though duplicates
may be had in spotted velvet and even
flannel. A dozén or so toy animals, al-

most as varied as those that went Into
the ark, only t just one of each
kind, are fastened around the edge of a
s1bstantial little basket each ons
sstride the rim and tied in place with
& bright ribben. There are cats, dogs,
goats, horses, birds, monkevs and els-
phants, In all enough give baby a
new toy for every hour of the day. A
basket of thess toys is one of the mossg
satisfactory presents one can find for
Santa Claus to hide in the baby’s stock-.
ng and the mother will appreciate both
) variety and their freedom from
s. The majority of toys designed
little folk are of the woolly order
gather germs faster than they can

ere is

to

and
be disinfected, but the rubber toys can
be washed Innumerable times without

harm and they are always frash and
clean for the youngster to put In her
mouth, if she likes to play that way.

he doll dressing tables are as per-
fectly arranged as any that a spolledq
prima donna ever sat in front of. They
have either ovil triple mirrers, framed
with flowered silk or In gold, or long
cheval ones daintily draped, with the
curtains tied back with ridbboms. On
top is every tollet article that the most
fastidious doll could use. Sometimes
they are china, and each article is held
in place with a ribbon. Thers are hand
mirrors, scent bottles, powder and puft
boxes, manicure sets, water bowl and
pitcher, soap boxes, pin cushions and
trays and all manner of alds to the
doll's tollet, even to: curling toungs and
small alcohol lamps.

For the mest practical deoll dining
room and kitchen outfits are offered,
with every modern convenience to

Ighten the daily tasks of the doll house
keaper. Electric irons, {roning boards,
tiny chafing dishes and lamps are some
of the toys intended for the doll and
her mistress. Many of them are useful
and perfect in every detall, while oth-
érs are only make believe, and any lt-
tle girl would think that her Christ-
fmas hopes had been more than fulfilled
it those who give her presents would
take the trouble to look up some of the
really new and unique gifts to be found
in the best toy shops.

ideal methods, but to be afforded now
by all but the millionaire country clabs,

1 copy for the eurious from the re-
celptl book of a great-great aunt (the
book was writ by her own hand just
before her wedding 100 vears ago)
formulas for the standard dishes of the
Christmag dinner of the olden times.
To Stuffl and Roast a Turkey 4

One pound of soft wheat bread 2
ounces of beef suet 3 eggs, a little
sweet thyme marjoram pepper and
salt, and some add a gill of wine, Fill
the bird therewith and sew it up, hang
it down to a steady. solid fire, basting
frequently with salt and water, and
roast until a steam emits from the
breast. Put one third of a pound of
butter into the gravy, dust flour over
the bird and baste with the gravy.
Serve up with boiled onions and cran-
»eITy sauce, mangoes, pickles or celery.
A Chicken Pie

Pick and clean six chickens (without
scalding) take out their inwards and
wash the birds while whole then joint
the birds; salt and pepper the pieces
and inwards, roll paste one inch thick.
Cover a deep dish with the paste and

. f* :
double at the rim or edgeé of the dish,
put thereto a layer of chickens and a
layer of slices of buttér tild the c¢hick-
ens and one pound and & half of butter
are expended, wiich cover with a thick
paste. Bake one and an half hour, or
if your oven be poor parboil the chick-
ens with half a gound of butter and put
the pleces with remaining ene pound
of butter and half the gravy into the
paste and while boiling thickeén the
residue of the reinzining gravy, &
when the pie is drawn, epen the Crust
& add the gravy.

Loaf Cake

Twenty pounds of flour. ten pounds
butter, ten pounds of sugar, ten pounds
raisins, one pint brandy one quart
yeast four nutmegs, a quarter pound
of cinnamon, four dozeén oeggs.

(Baking powdér had not then been
invented and eggs were not four bits a
dozen!)
A Plum Cake

Rub 2 pounds of butter into five
pounds of flour, 15 eggs (not much
beaten) 1 pint of emptins 1 pint of
wine, Knead up stiff like biscuit, cover
well and put by and let rise over

To 2 and a half pound
of brandy, to soak over

night.
add 1° gl
night, or {f new an hour in the morn-

ing, add then one gill rose water and
iwo and a Lalf pounds loaf sugar 1
ounce cinnamon, weork well.
Crolers

;Four eggs well beaten, four 3#poon-
fulls sugar four spoonfulls butter one
teaspoonfull of coriander; knead in
flour till it i= pretty hard roll it thin
as a Knife blade twist them and dry
them in a spider.
Minced Pies of Beef

Four pounds of builed beef chopped
fine and salted; six pounds of raw
apples chopped also, one. pound of
beef suet one quart of wine or rich
sweet clder, one ounce of mace and
cinnamon a nutmmeg two pounds ralsins,
Bake in paste three-fourths of an hour,
Boiled Plum Pudding

Take & pound of suet and cut in lit-
tle pieces, not too fine, a pound of cur-
;anta. ang‘ !‘t pound of

eges, the whites, a quan
of bread crumbs, half a nutme: xr::g
and a teaspoonfull of beaten ginger
and a little salt, a pound of flour and

]

raisins,

ralgins stoned,

& pint of milk.

Bea{ the eggs
then add the milk., beat them together
and by degrees stir in the flour an
bread together, then the suet, spice
and frult, and as much milk as will
mix It all well together very thick.

Boll it 5 hours. &
To Make Whipt Syllabub ’
Take two porringers of cream and one

of white wine, grate in the skin of
lemon, take the White of 3 eggs, sweet
en it to your taste, then whip 1t with
a whisk, take off the froth as it rises
& put it into your syllabub glasses.



