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MAKING MONEY WITH BOTH HANDS

HE November balance of trade in favor of this country breaks
records. and the ‘;3211!",’? gupp}_\- evidence that the srringency
precipitated by certain specuiative bankers in New York, F.’mf
Francisco and other financial centers must be short lived.
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HL emergency currency known as clearing house certificates, |
which mayv be said to have originated in San Francisco, as a|

iedium of exchange in small denominations has proved an|
cminent success as a means of tiding over the stringency|
laroe part is due to hoarding. Chicago and St. Louis ‘have|

San Francisco, Los

illions of dollars of these certificates.

ses meat all the demands of trade. It is estimated that in this
tv there was a total issue of nearly $6,000.000 of these bills. There

1ot been for an instant the smallest discount on these obliga-|

good

ns. They are counted as as gold. The clearing house
rtificate is in fact a form of currency that only circulates by the
of the government. The notes of course constitute a
act on which the amount is recoverable; but in another
iis currency is not legal, or, rather, is extralegal, for-the
reason that the issue of money is a function reserved by the govern-
| any infringement of this right could be stopped. But, of
the government does not want to interfere in a case of
ncy, knowing very well that our whole haphazard system
jational finance is very much the growth of a series of emer-
gencies and not at alll a scientific svstem designed to providé in
advance for periods of stress. But as an experiment in finance and a
form of credit currency the clearing house certificate has demon-
ctrated its usefulness, and the bankers of San Francisco should
have credit for the practical readiness with which they adopted this
expedient that at once supplied a great want. The bridge that
carried us over is worthy of praise.

prore

PUNISHING LA FOLLETTE g

EANATOR LA FOLLETTE is not popular with his colleagues.

He has not hesitated to say that some of them are rascals,

which might have been overlooked had he spoken only in

general terms; but when he proceeded to mention names and
supply specifications he committed the unpardonable sin. The
time honored tradition known as the “courtesy of the senate” is
expected to cover a multitude of sins. Now the senators are taking
their revenge. True, it is a small and shabby revenge; but these
are small men, many of whom were put where they are because
they are small and could be used as a convenience. The first method
adopted was to desert the senate chamber when La Follette had
the floor. These tactics served chiefly as evidence of petty spite, and
were only amusing because La Follette addresses.a national audi-
ence and it is not of the slightest consequence whether senators
whom he had denounced as corporation attorneys were there to
listen or kept away to nurse their sores. Discipline for the insur-
gent then took the form of exclusion from important committees.
They made the senator from Wisconsin chairman of the committee
on the Potomac water front. It is a body without functions and
never holds a meeting. La Follette was serving on’a lot of unim-
portant committees, and when a vacancy appeared on the public
lands committee he was suggested for the place. At once Senator
Hansbrough, the chairman of that committee, put in a strenuous
protest. He did not want La Follette on his committee, and his
wishes were respected. Then they put La Follette on the military
committee, and Senator Warren, the chairman, is looking for the
man that did it while he was not looking. Senators appear to be
greatly afraid of 2 man who has contracted the inconvenient habit
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Dargie of the Oakland Tribune l

The worst thing that ever happened to Oakland and
Alameda county was William E. Dargie. -

If Dargie had never controlled a newspaper Oak-
land and Alameda county might have endured him in-
definitely; he would have been a rascal without means
to make rascality effective or profitable—a burglar with-
out tools. Through his newspaper, the Oakland Tribune,
Dargie became at once and has ever since been the evil
genius of his community.

The Call has carefully and painstakingly investigated
the public record of Dargie. Today it continues the pub-
lication of that record. This publication will be kept up
from time to time until Dargie and his Tribune are gen-
erally known for what they really are—the man as the
advocate and associate in villainy and in profit of the
political and civic corrupters of Alameda county, and his
newspaper as the organ of graft and the tool and weapon
of public plunderers.

i’rice of Favorable Public.

Opinion as Molded by the

Tribune Molders Is Charged to “Office Operation”

|
|
|
|
|
|
|

William E. Dargie has no literary ability in himself,
| but he has a keen sense of the literary faculty in others.
Falstaff, by his own description, was not only witty in
himself, but the cause of wit in other men. Dargie is only
the cause that wit i{s In other men, lacking entirely the
first requisite of the Falstaffian definition of a perfect wit,
His is therefore a wit by proxy, or, to express the idea
in modern terms, he buys his literary talent in the open
market and vends it to the Oakland public through the
columns of the Oakland Tribune. The various “depart-
| ments” of that newspaper are not written by Dargie;* he
is not the “Knave,”” as some people,have declared, how-
| ever appropriately the title may fit h}a character and per-
!t sonality. Neither is he the “"Meddler,” however pgone he
may be to deserve the appellation, and even his tterest
enemies have never accused him of the authorship of the
editorials that appear in the newspaper of which he is
the ostensible puhlishex:.
THOSE WHO ITCH TO WRITE

The “Knave” is, in tfuth, one of the literary hacks
that eke a precarious existence around the newspaper
offices of San Francisco; "the “Meddler” is reported to be
a female gossip of Oakland-and San Francisco, whose itch
| for writing and for money has been utilized by Dargie
to enhance the popularity of his newspaper in the social
of Alameda county. The editorials are written by
| Toseph E. Baker, formerly connected in a reportorial capacity

HIRES

sets

{ with the Alta of this city.

Baker is sometimes regarded as what is called "a
| forceful writer.” He can use language, on occasion, almost
unfit for publication; and this near invective commends
him highly to Dargie, whose own vocabulary is practically
limiited to blasphemy of the Redeemer and a phrase that
in Arizona must be uttered “with a smile.” Baker's “style”
| may be described in such adjectivés as' incisive, satirical,
mordant, vituperative, fishwifely, feroclous and acrid.
Nothing pleases Baker more than the opportunity to pen a
libel by innuendo unless it be an opportunity to pen a libel
direct, believing that the person libeled will not dare to
retort in kind or through the courts. Dargie pays Baker

| a considerable salary fory this kind of writing, and he

» | speaks proudly of “my editor” whenever the subject of his

newspaper is mentioned in the society wherein he moves.

BAKER AS PRESS AGENT

As no man can live by bread alone Dargie's editor can
pot live on a Dargie salary solely. Consequently Baker
frequently goes afield in search of additional provender.
| That is why we find his name oconspicuously mentioned
lin the books of the Contra Costa water company. Baker
was part of the literary hureaun of the corporation. He
probably was the whole outfit from 1902 to October 8, 15086,
| when he appears to have suddenly ceased. Whether the
new admipistration will retain Baker as its literary attor-
ney is as problematical as the retention of Dargie himself.

Paker has always been carried by the general opdration
{account of the water corporation. In 1902 the burden
| amounted to $184; in 1904 it increased to $587.85; in 1903
| it reached a maximum of $1,085, and in 1906 it was re-
{duced to $750. Nothing was doing, apparently, by the
iliterary bureau of the corporation in 1903, for Baker's name
does not appear on the books for that year. It was a lean
vear for Dargie also. His “legitimate™ rakeoff for 1903 was
only $623.27, little more than enough to pay a year's in-
teréest on a note for $5,000 discounted for $4,800 to the
Auburn bank,

‘BAD YEAR FOR DARGIE

The hiatus in the Baker wage and the slump in the
Dargie rakeoff were probably due to @ absence or merely
desultory presence of Frank J. Moffitt 'as the guide, phi-
losopher and friend of the corporation. That was the year,
possibly, when the advisers of Mr. Dlns/ce insisted that he
was competent to run the business of the company without
the assistance of the Moffitt punglebund. Both Dargie

and Baker depended largely on the recommendation of
Moffitt for their welcome at court. When the prime min-
ister was in disgrace, indisposed or sulking in his tent the
courtiers of his retinue perforce were fain to tighten the
belts of their doublets in lieu of breakfast and to pawn
their golden collars of servitude for a dinner.

But in 1904 the Moffitt shoulder was once more at the
water wheel and Iin 1805 all the clouds that had lowered
o'er the houses of Dargie:and Baker were buried in the
deep bosom of L.ake Chabot. That was the year of plenty.
That was the realization of Dargie's dream of avarice and
Baker's vision of opulence, In that year a shower of gold
poursd from the pactolean hydrants, flooding all the sewers
and cellars of Oakland politics. There was dire need for
Dargies and Bakers, and there was little haggling as to
the price of the commodities. Dargle was necessary in
the “molding of public opinion" favorable to a Contra
Costa city administration, and Baker had to be employed
because he was Dargie's most eficient molder,

ENTER BAKER AS “CLERK HIRE"

It is not likely that Baker is even now aware of the
opl_nion in which he was held by those who “entered up”
his account in the obooks of the corporation; and it is not
likely that he would care the worth of a brass farthing
if informed of that opinfon. Baker Is a literary gentleman
of the Bernard Shaw type—his hide is impervious to shafts
of ridicule and the laugh is always on the other fellow.
He may get angry at the gibes of his foes, but he never
laughs at his own absurdity. Of course, the opinion of ths
book keepers has never been loudly expressed, but it is
very evident in the entry “services,” “clerk hire,” “clerical
service” and “wages."” The sarcasm is crude aud coarse, to
be sure, but sarcasms, like the laws of the land, are best
interpreted by the intent, and it was palpably the intention
of those “hired clerks” to cast ridicule and contempt upon
the invincible and infallible editor of the Tribuns.

However, both Dargie and Baker were well rewarded
for their ‘“services,” the one with a largess of $4,491.70
and the other with an-honorarium of $1,085.
jades wince! And those laugh best who laugh last. While
the jades were wincing Dargie and Baker were laughing,
and Baker laughed last that year on December 9, when
the jade entered his name under the account “Office Oper-
atlon” and placed the amount $250 opposite the name, he-
ing payment for “clerical services” in addition to those
rendered in April and March to the campaign literary
bureau.

BAKER CORPORATION APOLOGIST

The literary work performed by Baker in return for all
this money was mainly in the form of pamphlets, circulars,
advertising matter, special “write ups” and dodgers. He
also wrote “stuff” for the Tribune, but that must be classi-
fied with his editorial output and charged to Dargie. He
edited pamphlets prepared by inferlor hands, and formu-
lated data and argument to convince the water rate pay-
ers and citizens of Oakland generally that they were
bound in duty and gratitude to continue their fealty to
the water monopoly without question of its methods or
protest against the rates enacted by any ecity council it
might happen to own. Much of this literature was shear
romance; some of it was rank sophistry, and the rest of
it was bombast and fustian. But it lined the purse of Baker
with ducats, and that was the most valuable result of the
“gervice” to anybody. The Contra Costa water company
has had its worth of Baker and Baker has had a share
of the Contra Costa’s money. The laborer' is always
worthy of his hire, and a literary gentleman should be
paid according to the merit of hid literature.

Since he ceased to be useful to the water corporation
Baker has been devotiyg his leisure to literary efforts on
behalf of Dargie, chlefly in assisting Dargie to earn the

.eternal gratitude of Patrick Calhoun and other simmacu-

late innocents now under “persecution” by the ruthless,

implacable and wholly irresponsible graft prosecution.

of personages.

prosecutions.

dangerous criminal of the two. Thus the News:

luck; and the grafting game will
bribe giver remains unmolested.
to the penitentiary, and the whole country will

1

bauching of our public servants, the down
soon would cease. ;
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of telling the truth and-is neither a respecter of persons nor even

CALHOUN AS A SCARECROW

HE Los Angeles News and the San Bernardino Sun are con-
ducting a debate concerning the relative wickedness of thej
bribe giver and the bribe taker apropos of the San Francisco
The Call has no measuring stick for morals by
which degrees of guilt in this regard may be appraised, but we
agree with the News in holding that the bribe giver is the more

For every bribe taker who is sent “over the road” there will be a
dozen such eager to step into his official shoes, anxious to ‘try their pot
go on unceasingly, just so lon
Send one of these wealthy malefactors
ill sit up and take notice,
while a dozen wretched “takers” may wear stripes and no note of terror
will be sounded. Not only by reason of his superior reasoning powers
s the bribe giver ten times worse than the bribe taker, but because, if
it were not for his cowardly policy of compromising with crime, the de-
ayll of honest but weak men

The dispute over the questions, Which spoke first? and Who
was the tempter? will always remain unsettled and are, besides,
wholly irrelevant. They plead the baby act. When we consider
the personality of Patrick Calhoun the excuse that he was lured to|to
his ruin by Ruef sounds funny. The controversy
it is no more profitable than the old fashioned wrangle among the |sale.
schoolmen as to whether the hen or the egg came first. Mr. Cal-|
houn’s services are desired by the state as a scarecrow for the good
of future presidents of the public service corporations.
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Native of Australia vTeIl.{
Virtues of Eucalypti

Editor of The Call:

Dear Sir—In today’s issue I read with
mzergat a paragraph with reference to
the planting of eucalypti, known in
Anstmlls\u the “gum tree.” As a na-
tive of that continent I should like to

point out that the timber is recognized
all over Australla as one of the finest
building timbers known. The species
known as “iron bark” is especially
valuable for joists, girders, flooring or
weatherboards, posts and rails, railway
sleepers, or when cut into blocks 10 by
4% inches by 3 inches and used for road
paving. Some few years ago the blocks
used In George street, Sydney, were
tq.ken up after being in use for twenty-
two years, and the average wear was
found to be only half an inch.

Railway sleepers laid on the subur-
ban lines in the same city are still in
use after more than thifty years' wear
and exposure. Of late years the vari-
ous specles are being extensively used
in the furniture and carriage building
trades, as most of them polish splen-
didly. I should not advise bee farmers
feed their bees on the flowers, as the
pungent flavor is communicated to the
honey m would undoubtedly spoil its

as the

over who began

urope to Australian honey.
7 All varieties of eucalypti will thrive
perfection in a sandy

'bark growing to
: In planting, the sap-

Let the galled |

on poor soil and little rainfall, the iron

| France, concerning the
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| High Freight Rates Keep California Magnesite |
Out of the Eastern Markets o}

o

LL the magnesite produced in the
United States comes from Call-
fornia, but tha quantity is not
large, since the consumption is
limited on the Pacific coast, and the
native product cannot compete at
points of greatest consumption east of

the Missour! river with that imported
from Greece and Austria, owing to pro-
hibitive freight rates from California.

The Porterville, Tulare county, de-
posits yield most of the crude and cal-
cinad material, though a few thousand
tons are derived from the Red moun-
tain deposits in Alameda county. Some
calcined material is also sold by the
manufacturers of carboni¢ acld gas,
who, however, obtain their crude mag-
nesite from the Porterviile de-
posits. At Porterville there ara
kilns where the calcining is done. The
calcined material is mainly used as a
digester for wood pulp in paper manu-
facture. For carbonic acid gas manu-
facture about 800 tons yearly are con-
sumed. The crude magnesite costs in
the San Joaquin valley about $3 a ton,
and the freight to San Francisco bay is
$3 a ton. “The calcined sells for a lower
price than formerly: and that sold at
San Francisco is $14 a ton f. o. b. at
factory. Higher prices for labor and
mining now add about $1 per ton to the
cost of the crude material. The cal-

cined varies in price according to the
amount of roasting gtven it, and that
specially calcined and given a longer
roast at a higher temperature brings
a higher price than that resulting from
the manufacture of carbonic acid gas.

The total domestic output of crude
magnesite in 1808 was 7,305 short tons,
valued at $23,415, ap average of $3 per
ton, as against 3,933 short tons, valued
at $15.221, in 1905. Most of this was
roasted, resulting in 2,364 tons of cal-
cined material for use as a digester of
wood pulp and for making brick and
building material. It usually required
2.4 tons of raw magnesite (MgCO3) to
make one ton of calcined magnesite
(Mg0Q). This 2,864 tons of calcined ma-
terial was valued at $40,000, or betwesn
$13 and $14 per ton. Small lots were,
however, sold at lower prices.

The imports of magnesite into the
United States in 1906, including crude
and calcined material and medicinal
magnesia, amounted to 186,603,947
pounds, valued at §397.497, figures
which represent substantial Increases
over those for 1905. The United States
consul at Vienna, Austria, states that
the exports of calcined magnesite to
the United States from the Vienna con-
sular dlstrict alone amounted to 53,000
tons net weight, and that the principal
company operating the magnesite mines
in Austria i3 enjoying extraordinary
prosperity.

Smart Set

OW that the squadron has re-
turned the service folk at Mare
island are busy with plans for
ona of the largest balls yet

given by the army and navy on this
coast. It will take place early In Jan-
uary, but the day is not yet decided
About 600 invitations will be issued,
and while the younger people dance the
older ones will play bridge in the large
cardroom that adjoins the ballroom. The
affair promises to be a brilliant ons,
and will be attended by many civilians,
as well as by the officers and their
wives from all the nurr.oundlnx posta.
S . .

Mrs. Francis Carolan, who has been
jill for several weeks with a severe
attack of tonsilitis in her Burlingamse
Fome, is now convalescant and came up
to town last week for three days of
shopping, during which time she was

the guest of friends.
.

Mrs. John McMullin and Mrs. E. B.
Perrin are making a long stay at the
Hotel Vendome in San Jose, and may
»ot -return to San Francisco until the
coldest weather is over.

- - .

San Jose people are going to maks
quite a society event of the Adele Verne
concert next week, and a score of
parties, small and large, have been al-
ready made up for the occasion. Miss
Verne has been at the southern hotel

for several days.
-

Normzan Brander, whose brother, Ar-
t-ur Brander, is well known In club
and social circles here, i{s in San Fran-
cisco, having come up from Tahlti,
where he has made his home for some
time.

oy -

The Misses Morrison, who have been
gucsts at the Fairmosnt for several
weeks, returned to their home in San
Jose in time for'the hou‘days.

- -

Miss Edith Greely, the daughter of
General and Mrs. Greely of Vancouver,
came down to the Benicia arsenal with
Miss Laura Benet a few weeks ago, and
has since been a guest in the hospitable
Bonet home there. She came to old
.rlends in the city Christmas eve, and
will be with them until early in tue
vear. Miss Greely may sall for a ghort
visit to the orient before returning to
her northern l‘wme..

S8an Franecisco society people will be
glad to hear that Dr. and Mrs. Paolo
de Vecchi and  their daughter. Miss
llarguerite, are planning a visit to San
Francisco - in early summer. Dr. de
Vecchi and his family were for many

‘and will

years residents here, and a warm wal-
come has always been ready for them.
They have mads their home in Italy

for several years
.

After an absence of six months in
eastern states, Mrs. George Hermaan
l'owers reached California yesterday.
and is again in her San Rafael home.

- L »

fpencer Grant was the guest of

friends in San Rafael for Christmas eve.
- - .

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Mills Gayley
are in Paris and will spend the holidays
there, going on to Italy fox holy week.
They plan to return to California early
in the summer.

- . .

After a visit of several weeks with
friends at Fort Brags, Mrs Caled
Plummer has Yeturned to her home in
Bausalito.

»

Miss Anna Frances Briggs, who has
been at Monterey for several months,
came up to San Francisco last week.
spend the holidays with
friends in town. She will refurn tp the

south in January.
-

oY

\

Mrs. John L. Howard and her young-§ A

est son, Bruce, who went down to the v
Potter in Santa Barbara early in De-
cember, were unexpectedly delayed
there, and returned home just in time
for the holidays. Mrs. “Howard has
many old friends in the southern town,
and her visit there was made very

pleasant by them.
-

- -

Captain and Mrs Matthew Smith,
who are on their honeymoon trip, will
spend the holidays withh Captain
Smith's people in New York. In Jan-
uary they will go to their new home,
which is at one of the large eastsern
posts. Mrs. Smith was Miss Yteve
Pickering of Monterey.

- - .

After three weeks as the guest of
friends in Berkeley, Mrs. Henry Ware
Lyon will leave Califognia this week
for San Antonio, Tex., where she will
rejoin Admiral! Lyon, who has been
staying in Boston during her stay in
Honclulu and her visit here.

- - -

. Miss Susanne Kirkpatrick, who went
with her parents to the Kirkpatrick
home In Pleasanton for Christmas, will
return in time for the Mintzer ball.
which is especially for the younger
set. % o

Miss Louisiana Foster will go down
to Burlingame for the dance on the
28th of this month, and will be the
guest of Mrs. Charles Green, who is
one of the patronesses of the affalr.

L3
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Answers to Queries

’

PAYMASTER'S CLERK—Subscriber,
City. A paymaster’s clerk in the United
States navy Is appointed by the pay-
master who needs his services. The
pay varies. At New York and on the
receiving ship at Mare island the pay
is $1,800 per annum; clerk to general
store keeper at Boston, New ork,
League island and Washington and
on_the receiving ships at Bogton, New
York and League island, $1,600; navy
vard at Portsmouth, Norfolk and Pen-
sacola, $1,400; at other stations, yards
and receiving ships, to other general
store keepers of the pay corps, at the
naval academy and the maval home and
on® vessels of the first rate, $1,300; on
vessels of the second rate and to fleet
paymasters, $1,100; on vessels of the
third rate and supply vessels and store-
ships, $1,000.

- .

RIGHT TO VOTE—M. A. B, city. The
different states regulate the right to
vote. In some of the states an alien
who has declared his intention to be-
come an American citizen is permitted
to vote just the rame as a native born
citizen, but each state there are cer-
tain restrictions. (n Missouri, for in-
stance, an alien ‘wno has declared his
{ntention of becoming a ecitizen of the
United States, that is one who has
taken out what is known as “first”
papers, can vote a year after he has
taken out such papers and may con-

L3

tinue to do so for five years, dut no
longer, on such papers. If, after that
time, he wishes to continue as a voter,
he must go before a court af competent
jurisdiction and complete his naturali-
zation. Under the first papers he can
vote for everything for which an elec-
tion is called.
- L - :
CIVIC FEDERATION—A. C. G, City.
The civie federation, which for some
time past has met in the Hamilton
square Baptist church, is not the first
of the kind that was started In this
city., Such an organization was formed
in April 1895, and met in the' assembly
hall of the Miils bullding. 'Rev. E. R
Dille was chairman. Others who were
prominent {n the movement wera BE. N.
Dexter, Rev. H L. Deitz, Rev. E. Me-
Clish, Rev. J. H. Irwin, C. C, Terrill.
Rose M. French and Mrs C. MeWil-
liams. The scope of the organiszation
was: Clvie education, enforcement of
the laws, municipal affairs, police de-
partment, moral reform, elections, san~
{tation and public safety.
- - -

DISCHARGE PAPERS-J. B, Gold-
fleld, Nev, An old soldier who has lost
his discharge papers can obtain a dupli-
cate from the war department, Wash-
ington, D. C. An honorable discharge
from the services of the United States
and proof of Inabllity to earn a living
by labor will gain admission to a sol-
dlers’ home.

I Beet Sugar Industry

The beet sugar situation this year is
far from satisfactory, and both the
farmers and the sugar manufacturers
have good grounds for uneasiness, re-
ports Consul H. Albert Johnson, writ-
ing from Liege, Belgium. He says, In

“The beet crop Is decidedly short,
and the percentage of sugar, which
it was hoped would be.rather larger
than usual, proves to be much below
the average heretofore obtained. The
period of sugar making will be short,
and, as prices are disastrously low,
it is expected that more than one sugar
factory will be obliged to suspend
operations for mnext year. The effects
of the Brussels sugar convention have,
not, so far, been as favorable to the
industry as had been anticipated.

‘“There appears to oe some hope that
through the acceptance of the terms
of the Brussels convention on the part
of the Russian government prices may
take a more favorable turn. Such a
result,” however, although within the

‘counted upon as a probability. On the
other hand, it is reported that at a
recent meeting of the Societe des Agri-
culteurs du Neord (a farmers’ organ-
{zation of France), the following reso-
lutions, agreed upon by the
syndicate of sugar manufacturers of
additional act

of th onterence, had been

e %
i (o, o

range of possibility, can hardly be.

o
Ship Building in Germany |
Consul General Richard Guenther of
Frankfort furnishes the following sta-
tistics concerning the Increase in ship-
building in Germany: The number of
vessels built if the empire in 1906 was
760, of 398,151 registered tons, against
646 of 310,771 registered tons in 1903,
#nd 533 of 287,991 registered tons in
1904. Among the vessels built in 1908
were 11 men of war of 30,331 registered
tons. In adaition te the foregoing,
there were built in foreign countries,
on orders, for German flrms, 119 ves-
sels QK 122,345 registered tons. This

demonstrates the activity of the Ger-
man shipping trade.

2

newal of the Brussels eonvonﬂon‘mu
only tend to further aggravate the al-
ready precarious position of the French
sugar manufacturers, the committee of
the sugar syndicate is of the opinion
that the ratification of the additional

o



