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y^r^OIiDfBNCIKCr-a>put three months
§ after the :great.: fire swept most of,

A the, business part of this city out.

"V*rf«f existence, . and lasting tor..

• montht. a' stream .'of, insurant gold

was p»«r«d int« the laps. of the.p»ople.

to be absorbed as :*a,desert \u25a0 soaks up

crater. \piere.has iit.gone?;
v
.What was.

-'
done Vitn it? IMd*the Ipeople .as ;a

whole paoflt by the $165,000,000 handed,

over^S' the insurance-companies ,whlch
abided ?by their

'
and; lived

•\u25a0 tP to the letter of;their contracts?
All of those -questions will be an--

ewered in one way: only by:the man
\u25a0svho looks on- at^ the. surf ace of things.-

but^-is he right?; ..Did 'most? of. the
mon^y go Into,the buildings., as the>-
Tnen on -theWeet will tett you<if you
•ivJc \u25a0 «\u25a0

-
.'.* r-.:*

"'"' *«*" -f
'

\u25a0 \u25a0
\u25a0
' f

£; .h"V true-that- since the earthquake

'*»twl 'Are tttere 'haf«/b?en granted :by;

""Lthe Hoard! of public works, building

l:pernrits which 1 aggregated »95.000.00«.
Grtmtfd Rtat 75 per cent ofjtbls^came

-from the pockets of the Insurance com--

7!panjes wj^ere has the rest; of;the money
*. gone? \u25a0-V :"

''' '•\u25a0 "-" '
\u25a0

'
\u25a0''Perhaps some hint as.. to the\tise»

,• *tttchr•tks people .of San . Francisco \u25a0

"r^Le of/tt can b« £oun4«;ln the state--*
*it>!U,;mi<J# '*

few days »r<> ?by« a promi-
nent jeweler on!Van*Ness avenue •that .

p between the months of May. and August
\u25a0 after tfc« fire' he sold more'diamojMls and

*
'

other? jforms' of . Jewelryj than.b e fhad .
•v«r donVdurlng anyjofithe •Christmas .

"
seasons -*rtiich-had» seen

-
him \u25a0in buei- •

'"•affc: i»aT«? free;v<mtTto-'

their .desire for. beautiful things of
value and freely spent what they had-
to get them.

The jeweler referred .to above tells
"

a story of a woman, whom he afterward
learned 1 worked as a charwoman ;for
he/ living, coming into his place of
business and saying that she wanted a
diamond ring. A tray having several;
upon Itwas shown to.her. but none"of
them suited. She wanted -"something
new—a bit different

—
-and she -finally

got It
—

at the cost ofI*Boo. She told the
clerk behind :the *counter that she and
her husband, had"been saving for.years
to get :a little"home. ? They; had Just
finished paying" for-it and 'had "had' It"
insured

•
for'f1,500 when <the fire came

and wiped it out of existence. .
Yet another instance ;will serve,; to

show the :apparent carelessness '"of • the
pebpje, who, •'though

-
they :had Vbeen;

striving all; their/lives'; for^a living,:as
'

soon as
'moneyn ey came to theni. threw:11

about .with the^ recklessness -of;a gam-

bler. The'"wlfe'of
-
a- hod' carrier, 'who

had for 'some'
1years 'been Idoing the odd

Jobs and'rough -work
'for,5 a" lady In;

Franklin; street,- disappeared :for
'
a long'

time;after .'the ;fire.-. ', One -day > fniAu- \u25a0

gust she. appeared .again .' with
'
the 7re-,-

quest \u25a0 for*work. ,
' ; f :"-'\u25a0'- ':'

Her clothes were ma gnlncent, and on
her hands, roughened by a life of hard
work, there gleamed \u25a0 twoirings • which

'

could inot have =.been worth less
'
than

1200 :each. 1* Work jrwas given -her :and^sb*,,.went'; cheerfully;to • the; washtub, \u25a0

notrevenb'othering to'remove theTrlngS'
before. •\u25a0beglttnlng.^^Whllei "shely was'
working she dilated on the, grand time
she had'Jiad:with r the Insurance -money.
There had:been'*l.2oo ofjitand'it<had
"lasted '"*\u25a0** he r*_fhusband

-
and >*;herself

"nearly three -.months." v. The \u25a0>> clothes ;.
she '; wore were of -. the ibest /Quality, and .-
late. cut even [if;Tather,:peculiar ias jtoI
style. f> It-is

'extremely
'
doubtful 11If;her)

estimate- of the- time which the. money,
lasted was correct, for:sl,2oo don't buy
many ;dresses •or:-Jewels, :-'even ':\u25a0?. when •
one lives 7, In.*'a .refugee ;*hut," :;-as 7l7lthis;
woman continued to do in the midst of ;

her splendor. '.\u25a0:\>"v.- :..f.;,.-;,.:. _\u25a0-,-'_ -'
\u25a0- \u25a0•\u25a0,.. There iwas .one -.'good ..work, done "byi,

the insurance companies :not fdown -* oof.n f.
any. of their T prospectuses.^ 'TVlthv the •-
'
money, which \u25a0; came Jnto 'the^city \after;r
the \u25a0 flre .many; couples 3 whovhadibeen
waitingfor. a-bitlof money, to'get 'mar-~
ried.were able tojearry 'out thelr^.plans.L'
TUe

- figures _, \u25a0} show jthat
~

during,- the g

months .of June, July and August fol-;
lowing, the

":flre;ithe| number^ off
- mar-.i

rlages '•:'ini. the? 'city,iincreased^ largely j
over the;normal: and >,those" In:authority^
at \ the )health" department ;Incline

-
to;theI

belief that
'
the 5influx}otimoneyTdurlhg y

that period was largely responsible,. for
•no

-
matterjhow

'
Anxious Cupid;'mayJ.be,V

he":lsibbund ;tbiwiltitillia?home.'canjbev i

provided 'for,'his Victims>before )bring-JIng:about" the final step ;in - the ,romance -:
!he ;has* startea.-*..'j'-'. :. \u25a0/;\u25a0'/.;:'. yl!..\u25a0"--,\u25a0.\u25a0.•.;,'•-.\u25a0 " \̂u25a0:\u25a0•"-.

ItslS;trite.-tosayjthat*the;p*aymenfof
'

the Insurance^moneyj sayedf Sanl Fran-'.-;
clsco for1her;people**:!buttIfis"perhaps ;*
hot quite so obvious to point to the fact

"•
'fhatthls mohay,''or great volumes of,It;4•went% toward % the ibuilding upgof>, theI•
suburbs rofIthe[city.^Places^ like•MenloI
Park ;and theiother- resorts fof*,the;richX

<\u25a0in«and 5about'i Saa'? Francisco
'
did'|not,>

;perhapst^need.' the;money, ?,but(otheriJlt-*
• tle^countryj: places;? neglected {for|years,^'!
sprang into being,or increased by leaps «\u25a0:and -bounds •• wlthwthe "corning '-fof

••
th© •

golden stream U'tfuctl<jrlßJ*ai.T
"
i"

V'/-Fronv the \u25a0 veryf outßkirts^of the- old-
Icity,a'i new.r one1began

'
to| jfrow,'spread- f$ Ing'downithe i*peninsula 'jlike:a';;.ilde>/

5 creeping Aoyer p.sand, nlslowly.3crawling)
and \u25a0"•outward.'fl reaching^' placed

';afteriplace*infits*progress;andj.leaving^• in its:wake.af settled *country t wlth?the-.:;home »'•» ofXthe H'everyday ..-.•;man iyandy
rwomanVfllling;the-' groun<l\whlcht.wasi;
.formerly waste..; And:that ;spread'. has 5'

i,not? stopped .yet.;;s';.\ \u25a0 >:. "

&}*'Nlnety-flve 'millionfehaSjE bo -far}been--
ispent V"for;-Mhe^rebuilding?* of :6ld/SanV
>Francisco.'J Money,; poured °.o*bt^like:water.'!
lon the pleasures of a few reckless ones,
-.but'the'bulkiofUheiNp2oo.ooo,ooo-'of>in-:
L'surance \money has tgone fand -is" going
s into^ the^clusters -of i;-"for,r'-;the*/
•: worker^lnCtowh.Vlwhich 5«.yon\now:are"f
iscattered tabou tithe \ wholif 'the

*
na'r.-i"~ row>neck* ofIland -which vwas \onipe \thc*\u25a0

i,preserve^o'f 1they.veryirlchA :^"
-'

-.K^ v
'rrl

\u25a0jif-The'i'same :*golden \u25a0jstre<uny 'a-, dividing^
\u25a0into- a million trickles as Itflowed, each
\u25a0? one* of;^hlch *:had 'p.inft;itJth* ';possibil- \:
,' ity^'of•wbndersV-movod; 1rqm!Ban*Frap-!
1. cisco

*
across Ithe

"•bay \tottjje>,bay"= ejtiesk
Jand? countles.i where ioldJSan •;Francls;i:
Icans Shad-i taken 3ufc|their}-,homes ,after £
i.theTflre;^;There" the .littles tow^ns iwhjehy-"for,-years

"
had^ been Iforging;'ahead -;but'-;-

islowly^ hahdicappedtfby,'; th»i:nelghbor-^-
ihoodVoftthexgreaticlty.^toTokfbn^arnew^
? life.^Thes characteristic f,energy,| of.. the 1
t,Californlan 'S-iwas fUredoubled «.« •by|^.th«I
Igolden: floods anditoyns; lllfeSan]Rafaei;V
IBurjingama 3and (Sani Mateo>^ shot up|
L'overnight > almost

*
into".near^cUjes.l.*"' ,;r? f;

>^?j'Afterj the'ipeople.^bufnea 'but:'."o'>the.lr"2hbmes,tihad ;bbuilttt tneml,new /ones p;and"^
<ibetterj|Onej.itoey/turhed^baclCitoj;busl-v,

testf-
evidence vof-the;power :of

'
this;money.

sjfra*)tbLOWxtZtVietorte*j[spran«; jfup^iuttj^

mushrooms all-along!ithe..water:'-front.''-
\Little'bußlnessUiouses,', retail stores 'and;.
\ the/ like,*multiplied' all;over San

-
Fran- ••

;cisco.-jtill;: despite its fruinsVjthe;city^be- .'\u25a0
-^jgan Ub;'j resenibl e;a":great ;mar,L:.;

-
?&£, .-%

>.J; Merchants that :y,they r had •\u25a0;

.ircady-cashilri'haridUofmeet'ahy^emerg-I
v ency^began ;branching^ outvinto v new ;'

iflelds;,"hitherto" neglected/^lntless than 'Jril8"ril8"months buildings -were;built •
; andifurnished^ at> the? costi ofi|9S,oot>,'-r<

projected; to cost 5
as? much*;more. Vu.J, ''\u25a0:\u25a0.-.[ \u25a0\u25a0 / -."vt;

'\u25a0'jSanli Francisco .-received: \u25a0 something*-:
X like» 80 \ per^'ceht •of

'
the\; total evaluation r;

'of "ithe \':property,.* In\.theibusiness >*,\u25a0 dis- ;
," trl&trxTrhich'clw.as

';r-.destroyed < by.'.'tlie :'
•(earthquake jand? flre.y- ihkvie'w of%ithe ;
fsums), received |by, \u25a0other,: cities Z which{
»ha'ye"¥. suffered %trom% similar r>vcatastro- -J,

alarge'percentagc^Ch'lca.go ,;

2'rpcelved'-j but *a^little;more 'ihanTjhalf
"amount;] ofIfthe^similar',

fproperty },loss; which^thel'people ;suffered j
greatV- flreithere riwhich' >prac-

'

jticaliy- destroyed ?theVentirc!»-clty.V; Yet -.*
Vn^lsiyears^the£evldences f

"of;.the ;.flre;
practically^ wiped •>' put.'and :;tlie

'

£clty *started foh\aS new 'life'^whlch :has v.
/made :;h*er^;the^secondJ;largestj*city *on*s
v this -continent.''^ San;Francisco .isi.dolng;^

|paldlbut^V;tithe"ofKthevproperty|lossi
£'\u25a0 she a suffered

~ lri{earthquake yana "- fire
;shortlyiaf terjSani Francisco's. C| The.ex- t
/actVpercentage Is. not obtainable,, but I
% tha^ most {optlmistlo 'iput «thV;flgurei^ati
Slo;perJcent^^?^:-v?.;/-\^J;'V'-^'-'^'.^^^.-'
?? |Th«*stream'fofllife:glvlng'gold^came

'

rtinto^Sa'n ?-,Francisco's'; life*at -,the v tiin
•

T.
iwheniOieVcltyiwas., thirsting 'for*it,sas *
fa 5' se3.*;be"ach 5. thirsts -;forf.water."-";'The s,

imoney Vsoaked"4 up talmost^ as
~speed Uyv"-

Sas -ithe >dampness |left-by
"

a":retreating 1-*1-*
\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0•-\u25a0 -\u25a0" \u25a0".^\u25a0\u25a0s^massmesijja-^;..-... ,\u25a0'\u25a0•:%\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0-:•

:wave. \u25a0•'... Bu
-
it left behind -'it- homes, ,

/.businesses and . bank t
accounts. ;The*

\-freaks ;of-recklessness .-"shown '.by,some
-

\u25a0-. of:the'reclplents :were but babbles Jon
*

\ that -wave.;:They> blew'glltterlngly; for \
•a.moment and then •burst.-' The »home

-
ImakersLandHthe.. businessmen, particu-
larly the" smaller. 1retail. .businessmen. ;
Jkept*. their -"share -of 'the ::shower and:•the

-city shows \u25a0 what
*
they /did:with it.•

"C/.San -.Francisco • has always been .•a
.•Cbeautyj loving;city. Its
tyouchesX for -,:that.

"
This \u25a0: trait in' the \

Zpeople*;came :*surging \u25a0<to the >front] as \u25a0;

soon" as-- the strain vof,vthe r fireiand'"• earthquake. > passed «;and ';.- they r
? found \

] themselves ready money in hand.
:":'\u25a0*\u25a0 First'lto > feel.the;

ueffects of \u25ba this out-:theibeautifur,were;
|those v small sjdealers famous? the \u25a0•mer-''

:chants -V.who\? deal iInV;bric-a-brac £and
'

'
knicknacks. • S. '.Gumpv'Vof \ the' firm

"
of

,S.'&;G;,Gump,- in talking of;that ,time, '<

•\u25a0? said;recently :\u25a0'.: ': ',\u25a0•\u25a0 '\u25a0*'- \u25a0'
\ -,':""•,

.was'-- never; a. more surprising
-.thing;thanj the .things the ;pebpleLwant-
?ed tocbuy.'.rvThejv seemed ;Imbued!•withj•
a'::luxurious

-
that =- bade \r^them ibiiyVwhat^they^had ;wanted/for •

5 many year s.^^TW:hat's ,tne^"use of;saving )
money ?*»many^of? them. seemed to.

c> say.^r^TWeimrght ,as ;well /get iwhatLvtn';
Iwant-^-vrhat jw« tiave;wan ted

—
or'.what,

the •future/-^:That'-
afeelin g'jfooled*.;me ":badly.?: *ln>~ fact. -'I•

Xhad "{never/been ;so 'badly/ fooled fbefore ':
in-business. = I >

•
laid

""
in -ay stock* of Isubjects >.of

'a
H good r.but^cbeapi nature,' thinking; that
?,though' the insurance^ money; was -com- \u25a0•ing-ithe-: jpedple^'af ter * what *;had .'• oc- ;
a curred.* wottldiwan111 1to"\u25a0 hoard;it.-Hardly;,
\u25a0\u25a0'had'Aefcash '\u25a0begun Vto^flow'lnto;the

'

t.clty.fthan jl;was *forced;to chanss ;m^
'"\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0-\u25a0\u25a0'

"
\u25a0'

\u25a0 • \u25a0 \u25a0
\u25a0

"'.*.":

Idea.
'

Those of.my;el4 customer* wha
came; to the•s tor «\u25a0 expressed tb# rnselveii
as disappointed '

wtth".my,stock. -..They
wanted; better things/ Fearfully. I**t
plained'- toS some-; of them* that beta*
things >meant

*

more money. 'They, *:-
most to '• a',man :or woman..laughed at
me. \u25a0 saying in;almost so many worts:
'What do.we •care .what it

'
costs? ."^fe

want-iV*9&fSBB9£&StIiBBmSBSBGk "\-
ifltidid *not *take ;me • very Ion?

get -rid \u25a0ofUhe stock that Ihad and\ta
lay in another— the most expensive tretq
I;could :get.'.I\u25a0have; not.' been sorry.'^ \

%?P-^^#^4a^C^i

HOW THE PEOPLE SPENT 185 MILLIONS OF INSURANCE MONEY

MheerOp:"
} )f:During^ twentyi
'. months of ;successive

I "adversities, : each of(•

; which was a catastrq- :
I Jphe^Saii: Francisco has-

i >^sed^frdm van object

I :of pity to the
; icityofthe world, "t ;.l


