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Yet another instance will serve to
show the apparent carelessness ‘of the
people, who, though they had been
striving all their lives for a living, as
soon as money came to them threw it
about with the recklessness of & gam-
bler., The wife of a hod carrier, who

had for some years been doing the odd
jobs &nd rough work for a lady In
Franklin street, disappeared for a long
time after the fire. One day in Au-
gust she appeared again with the re-
quest for work.

Her clothes were magnificent, and on
ner hands, roughened by a life of hard
work, there gleamed two rings which
could not have been worth less than
$200 each. Work 'was given her and
sht went' cheerfully. to the washtub,
not even bothering to remove the rings
before -beginming.” While she was
working she dilated on the grand time
she had had with the insurastce money.
There had been ‘31,200 of.it and it had
lasted her husband and - herself

“nearly three meonths.” The clothes
she wore were of the best quality and
late cut, even if rather peculiar as to
style. It is extremely doubtful if her
estimate of the time which the money
lasted was correct, for:-$1,200 don't buy
many dresses or jewels,
one lives
woman continued to do in the midst of
her splendor.

There was one good work done by
the insurance companies not down on
any of their prospectuses. With the
money which came into the city after
the fire many couples who had been
walting for a bit of money to get mar-
ried were able to carry out their plans.
The figures show that® during the

months of June, July and August fol-.

lowing the fire the number of mar-
riages In the city increased largely
over the normal.and those in authority
at the health department Incline to the

belief that the influx of money during:

that perlod was largely responsible, for
no matter how anxious Cupid may be,
he is bound to walit till a home can be
provided for his victims before bring-
ing about the final step in the romance
he has started.

It is trite to say that the Payment of
the insurance money saved San Fran-
cisco for her people, but it is perhaps
not quite so obvious to point to the fact

that this money, or great volumes of it,.

went toward the bdullding up of the
suburbs of the city. Places like Menlo

Park and the other resorts of the rich.

in.and about San Francisco did not,*
perhaps, need the 'money,.but other lit-.
tle country places, neglected ‘for years,
sprang into being or iner by leaps .
and bounds with the ing of ‘the
golden stream to fiyctify :

even when-
in-a refugee hut, as this-

From the very:outskirts of the old
city. a.new one began to grow, spread-
ing down the peninsula ; like a. tide
creeping over sand, llowly crawling
onward  and outward, réaching place
after place in its progress and leaving
in its wake a settled coufitry with the
home of the everyda man  and:
woman filling the ground which was
formerly waste. And that spread has
not stopped yet.

Ninety-five million has 80 far been
spent for. the rebuilding of old San

Francisco. Money poured dut like water’

on the pleasures of a few reckless ones,
but ‘the ‘bulk‘of the $200,000,000- of .in-
surance money has gone and s going
into the clusters of-homes for
worker in town,' which even now are

scattered about the whol# of the nar-:

row neck» of lan@ which was once the
preserve” of the very rich.

The same golden - stream, - dividing
into'a miilion trickles as it flowed, sach
one of which had in it ithe possibil-
ity of wonders, moved from San Frap-
cisco across the:bay to m bay cities
and countles,: where old ‘San Francis-
cansg had:taken up t.hdrrhomu after

the fire. : 'rhcro the little:towns whieh .

for years had been forging ahead but
slowly, - handicapped: by the nelghbor-
hood of the great city, tqok on a new
-Hife. The characteristic energy of the
Californlan . was . 1 )]
golden flood, and towns like San Rafael,
Burlingame and San. shot " up
overnight almost into near cities,

After the people, burned out of their
homes, had, bullt them new ones and.
better nnelthtluy turned b:chk to. busi-
ness, and there, perhaps,’ the est
evidence of ‘the power of mx.'m.y

“ the~

‘the

redoubled by the

mushrooms all along the water front.
Little business.houses, retail stores and
the like multiplied all over San Fran-
cisco, till,-despite its ruins, the city be-
g4an to resemble a great marct. s

Merchants feeling that they : had
ready cash in hand to meet any emerg-
ency began branching out into new
fields; hitherto neglected. In less than
18 rhonths 7,000 bulldings were built
and furnished at the cost of $985,000,-
000, and 4,000 others projected to cost
nearly as much more.

San. Francisco received something
like 80 per ‘cent of the total valuation
of the property in the business dis-
trict which was destroyed by the
earthquaka and fire. In view of the
sums received by other "¢ities which
have . suffered from. similar . catastro-
phes this is a large percentage. Chicago
received but a little more than. half
of the total amount of the similar
property loss which the people suffered
in ' the great.-fire there which prae-
tically destroyed the .entirc city. Yet
n 15 ‘years the evidences of the fire
were pmctlcall)’ wiped out and the

ity started on-a new life which has

made her. the second largest city on
this continent. San _Franclsco is doing
same. Vilparalso has been
paid but a tithe of the property loss

she suffered in 'earthquake and fire -

shortly after San Francisco’s. The ex-

.act ‘percentage {s not obtainable, but
the' most optimistio put tho nxuru at

10 pﬂ' cent.

The stream . of life giving gold came "
into Ptn Francisco’s life at the time~
when' the’

a sea :beach thirsts for water. . The
money’ up almost-as lpoeduy

&

wave.  But it left behind .it homes,
businesses and bank accounts. The
freaks of recklessness shown by some
of the reciplents were but buhbles on
that wave. They blew glitteringly for
a moment and then burst. The-home
makers and the businessmen, particu-
larly the smaller retail businessmen,

‘kept their ‘share of the shower and

the city shows what they did with it.

San . Francisco has always been a
fbeauty loving city. Its environment
vouches- for that. This trait in the
people came surging to the front as
soon as the strain of the fire :and
earthquake passed and they found
themselves/with ready money in hand.

First to feel the effects of this out-
cropping of love for the beautiful were
those small dealers among the mer-
chants - who' deal in bric-a-brac and
knicknacks. 8. Gump, of the firm of
S, & G. Gump, in talking of that time,
said recently:

“There was never a more surprising
thing than the things the people want-
éd to buy! They seemed imbued with
a luxurious recklessness that:-bade
them buy what they had wanted for
many years. ‘Wlhat's the use of saving
this money? many of them seemed to
say. ‘We might as well get what we
want—what “we have wanted—or what
we might want in'the future.’ That
feeling fooled  me badly. «In fact. I
had never been’ so badly fooled before
since I had’ been in business. - I had
laid In a~“stack of “art subjects of a
good but cheap nature, thinking that

though' the insurance money' was com- -
city was thirsting for*it, as*ing the )pedple, after: what had oc-
curred,” would want to hoarg it. Hardly"

had t®e cash begun ‘to"flow-into the

~was Mn.x Factories lymt up like as the’ dmum left by a retreating.city than ‘I was rorced to change my
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get rid of the stock that I had and
lay in another—the most expensive t
I could get. I have not been sorry.
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‘““Cheer Up:”’

During twenty
months of successive
adversities, each of

which was a catastro-
phe, San Francisco has
passed from an object
of pity to the wonder
city of the world.

Those of my. old customers whe
came® to the store expressed t
as disappointed with my stoeck.
wanted better things.
plained to some of them
things meant more money.
most to a' man or woman, laughed at
me, saying in almost so many wo
“What do we care what it costa?
want 4’

“It did not.take me very long
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