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BROWNSON MADE A BAD BREAK

HE president’s letters on the Brownson episode will not/|

please that noted humorist, Senator Perkins, who, ih a recént

ition to contemporary literature, found it absurd
of medicine should command a ship, even|
ship were only a floating hospital. Senator Perkinsi
humorists profess to find it ridiculous that a medical |
11d pretend to sail a ship. Of course, the senator knows
iral Brownson knows that the doctor would have nothing
to do with sailing the ship. All that would be attended|]
a navigating master. Apart from that, the general control
n of the hospital would rest with the medical officer

lirection «
>~ o nA
man«

doctor

vhatever

(he fact is that Admiral Brownson lost his temper and made
a spectacle of himself. He resigned from the service in a huff,
because he could not have his own way. This is a wholly false
conception of the duty of a commissioned officer of the United
It is distinctly unprofessional that he should resign because
rders of his superior do not please him. That is Brownson’s
offense. It strikes at the very roots of discipline.

Brownson’s course would be inexcusable even were he right
position concerning the command of hospital ships. As a
f fact, he is conspicuously mistaken and disastrously wrong
The country holds in warm regard the fighting men of
officers and enlisted men. They are splendid fellows in
t place, and the whole nation is proud of them, but the
ce is not on the decks of a hospital ship. They are fighting
rst and last and they have no place whatever under the red
. The president in his letters mentions certain awkward inci-
of the Spanish war, when the enthusiastic fighting instincts
of naval commanders imperiled the neutrality of hospital ships.
We can not blame the officers for wanting to fight. That is their
and their joy, but they put a whole shipload of the sick and
ded in danger of being treated as belligerents. Somebody of
peaceful disposition is needed in command of a hospital. The
neutrality of the red cross must be faithfully guarded.

It is regrettable that the country should have lost the services
viral Brownson. He was a good officer until he was taken
the swelled head. Requiescat.

Doubtless the affair will be made the basis of attack on Roose-
velt by the small potato dealers in congress. They are an amusing
folk, but the country has them pretty well sized up. Perkins has
the floor. He is himself an elderly maval man.

MR. DE YOUNG'S GROUND HOG CASE
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HE Chronicle sounds a quavering note, something between
a peep and a velp of pain, because the Lincoln-Roosevelt
league is no friend of the organization. Just read:

The San Jose Times warns Taft not to monkey with the Lincoln-
Roosevelt league, and points out why he should take care not to entangle
himself with an organization which proposes to work for republican success
in California by arraying republicans against each other. The Lincoln-
Roosevelt league is 2 body of reformers, but a considerable part of its
membership is made up of men whose objection to the machine and machine
methods is their failure to capture it. The sooner the really disinterested
elements of the league discover the presence of these parasites and remove
them the better, for if they are permitted to manage things with an eye
single to securing control of the party there may be no party left worth
controlling.

We have beem expecting something like this. If one should
kick Mr. Herrin he need not be surprised to hear a cry of pain from
the Chronicle. It is the customary yelp in such case made and
provided for the defense of rascals. If you attack the organiza-
tion you will “hurt the party.” If you prosecute thieves and boodlers
vou will “hurt business.”, There is a strong family likeness between
the Chronicle’s plea for a corrupt political machine and the justly
celebrated sentiment attributed to Editor de Young: “Damn the
moral issue. What we want is prosperity.” The Chronicle says
the same thing in more clumsy fashion and without the violence
of speech natural to a soldier. Is he not a lovely teacher of morals?
He would not sell one of the ten commandments for an old song.
Business is business. He will now retire to his hole and pull the
hole after him. It's a ground hog case.

THE STUFFED MAN OF WAR

T is announced, with how much truth The Call is unable to say,
that Hiram Maxim has invented a new motive power that will
drive a torpedo at the rate of sixty miles an hour or a sub-
marine torpedo boat at the same speed. Of course, Mr. Maxim
has not invented a new species of motive power, because explosives
have been used as‘such ever since gunpowder was invented. The
new motive power that Mr. Maxim is said to have invented is,
obviously, one more variety of explosive. The novelty lies chiefly
in the {act, as asserted, that this power can be used for propulsion
of a vehicle manned by human beings. The circus lady who used
to be shot out of a cannon may be regarded as the prototype of
Mr. Maxim’s perilous invention. e
Whether Mr. Maxim has perfected his deadly engine is not
recited, but it is known that he is concerned about such matters
as means to destroy his fellow creatures. He is the inventor of
rapid fire guns and wicked explosives in variety. He is a hand-
some, gray haired gentleman of 67 years and a benevolent aspect.
He has devoted his life chiefly to promoting wholesale slaughter.
It is certain that Mr. Maxim does not hatée his fellow man,
notwithstanding the strange channel in which his great talents run.
1f he were asked why he gives his valuable time to inventing mis-

PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER.

&
seeking to make war
is nonsense.

Presently the other nations will get hold of Mr. Maxim’s mile
a minute torpedo, or something just as bad. There is no monopoly
in such concerns. The next step is that human ingenuity will set
to work to devise means of protection from the new terror of the
seas. Already the naval constructors are giving special attention
to the matter of defense against torpedo attack. The plan is simple
and calls only for more stuffing. Ships are to be built with double
hulls. Whether the space between skins is to be stuffed with
cotton batting or not is uncertain, but if men like Maxim proceed
with their damnable inventions the time will come when a battle-
ship must be defended by earthworks. With his infernal machines
Maxim has already made the Panama canal obsolete before ever
it is builded, and the ditch will be useless for a stuffed man of
war unless it is widened to the girth of a ten acre lot.

so deadly as to make it impossible. That

THE COURTS DISAGREE

HE recent decision of Judge Bordwell of the Los Angeles

superior court in a billboard nuisance case is the cause of

plentiful criticism almost uniformly unfavorable. Judge Bord-

well decided that the right of the property owner to “the free
and untrammeled use of his property, so long as it is not derogatory
to the safety and welfare of society or which may constitute a
public or private nuisance” enfranchises billboards because in his
opinion they are not a public nuisance. The reasoning on this point
is interesting. “As well might it be attempted by ordinance,” says
Judge Bordwell, “to regulate the style of dress of the citizens or
the character of the vehicles in which they ride.” Just so. Every
commonwealth regulates the dress of its citizens so that it shall not
offend public decency. It is a criminal offense for a woman to
masquerade in man’s attire outside of a theater. As for restric-
tions on the character and build of vehicles they are found on
every statute book. Discussing the decision the Pasadena Star says:

It was hoped by the promoters of the “city beautiful” idea.that the
court would be convinced that billboards as they exist in Los Angeles are
a “public nuisance,” and a hurtful one at that. Sightliness is an assct with
Los Angeles, as it is with most of the cities and towns of southern California.
Destroy the beauty of Los Angeles, Pasadena, Long Beach, Redlands, River-
side and other cities of this section popular with tourists and their popularity
would wane quickly. Mere geniality of climate and picturesqueness of
scenery will not attract tourists here. There must be that garmony of beauty
in city and country, coupled with easy and comfortable facilities for going
about, which constitute an ensemble of irresistible charm when combined
with the climate and superb scénery of this section. But the marring of
landscapes by ugly, vulgar billboards, the smothering of beauty in the cities
by an interminable array of obtrusive admonitions to “use” so and so, or
“go to” so and so's for such and such, grates on the nerves of tourists and
creates an unfavorable impression that reflects upon the whole community.

There appears to be a direct conflict of opinion between the
decision of Judge Bordwell and that of Judge Walsh of Santa Clara
county in a similar case. Neither decision of course is authority
until the supreme court settles the dispute. We hope that the
matter will be taken up on appeal.

NOTE AND COMMENT

The night riders of Kentuc!cy are
rendering valuable aid to Carrie Na-
tion.

The nearer the fleet draws, the
more willing Japan seems to accede
to American demands.

hasn’t prevented him keeping in
pretty close touch with naval® affairs.

It is hard to feel any sympathy for
the countess of Yarmouth, but one
can not help pitying her pet dog, in-
go:tent and abused auxiliary to the

arter.

Ink that fades is recommended for
the use of bank officials who discuss
financial secrets by mail.

If there were a proper vagrancy
law in France these De Sagan and
De Castellane persons would not be
in a position to attract so much at-
tention.

It's up to Wellman to hasten to~ the
Arctic and see if the earthquake up
there jarred the north pole loose.

*

The sharpness of Mayor Taylor's
ax furnishes a great”contrast to the
dullness of the practical politicians
who imagine that he intends to let
them continue in office.

The Oakland woman whose hus-
band threw a clock at her should
get a divorce in double quick time.

Admiral Brownson's resignation
i s

L S Mswgrs m Queries
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WAR DEBT—C. L., City. At the closs
of the Japan-Russo war the debt o‘t
Japan was 31,250,00.0.000..

’ - J
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dress a letter of mq:#ry to the com-

missioner of pttontl. a.lh!ntton. D. C.
-

TWO CITIES—8., City. The popula-
tlon of greater London is given as
6.581171 and that of greater New York
as 4,152,860, . ks

DRAMATIC CLUG——Alnbitiouli City.
You do not have to take out a license
to organize a t}ramt.tlc ciub. A

OF LEGAL AGE—Reader, Oakland,
Cal. In California & woman is en-
titled to her inheritance when she at-

Ld - .

iowMu'wh 3 adlar:r. tcm Ao’thw. -
Bt fio leases prope rom another
is bound by the terms of the leass. Not
tains legal age, which is 18 years.  |knowing the terms of the lease in ques-

¢ o i tion this department cannot answerthe

TWO BUILDINGS-—Sub r, City. = e “to
g g B 4 e e e 3

{ng is 327 feet. The extreme helght of |«
the tower ot‘ the vmcm °1” hall i.

325 feet. | 1ses.
X ».. ,.< - T e . > -
FIVE HUNDRED—D., City. In the| A (
game of 500 the joker is a trump and|A' chi
can only be when
of"’n.dm’ As v ‘u'
p“.,. ll\ : u“- Q" &

chief he would probably take refuge in the ancient gag that he was|

b

o

: By The Call’s Jester :

CONSOLING
Now Harry Thaw is on the rack
And Yarmouth is in trouble,
While Corey @Wants his first wife back,
And Hartje's suit has had a whack
That burst it like a bubble.

ol

So goes the pace with millionaires
And people of high station.

The public can but dumbly stare

And hold its nose while such affairs
Ares given ventilation.

Consoling 'tis to know that we
Of lowlier position

Can go upon a little spree

And from publicity be fres
Regardless of condition.

- . -
FINANCIAL COMPLICATIONS
“Say, old man, lend m¥ ten. Smith
owes me ten, and I'll .give you &n or-
der on him.”
“Wouldn't do me a bit of good. I

owe him ten.”
-

FULL STRENGTH
“Butter is getting higher every
day,” remarked the landlady.
“Well, this has about reached the
limit,” observed the boarder as he

sniffed a sampla.
W. J. W.

Electric Power FromWind

According to Consul General Richard
Guenther of Frankfort, German papers
state that in Germany wind motors as
power generators for use in agricul-
tural and industrial pursuits are rarely
met with, but that in Denmark their
use has increased very greatly..

Since 1897 .the Danish government
has contributed about $28,000 for
equipments and has even lately ereoted
an experimental station at Askoe. A
technical writer describes these experi-
ments, which were made on the initi-
ative of the Danish government, and
also some of the electric works in
Denmark which generate electricity
by means of wind motors. According
to his statements, motors with four
wings have given the best results, as a
#maller number of wings does not fully
utilize the wind power, while a larger
number acts detrimentally upon the
wind ocurrent between the wings.

If a medium large wind motor s
used with a wing surface of about 48
square meters (1 square meter equals
10.764 square feet), 8 horsepower is ob-
tained at a wind yelocity of six meters
per second (1 meter equals 8.28 feet).
At a velocity of eight meters the horse-
power is more than doubled. A wind
with velocity of eight meters per sec-
ond is no rarity. The weather re-
ports classify it as No. 3, while the
highest wind velocity is No. 12. Since
1903 there has been In existence the
Danish  electricity company, from
whose zealous agitation 80 larger and
smaller windpower' electrical equip-
ments are In operation throughout
Denmark. :

United States for the period of seven
years. As to a naturalized citizen, he
may be elected a representative pro-
vided he is not less than 25 years of
age and has resided in the United
States seven years and been a ecitizen
thereof for that length of time.
. - -

CHURCH WEDDING—C. 8, City. In
regard to church weddings a late work
on etiquette lays down the following
rule: “The mother of the bréde should
be the first member of the family to
arrive at the church, accompanied by
those of her daughters who are to ba
bridesmaids. She should either remain
at the entrance of the church with
them and the other bridesmaids to
await the arrival of the bride or take
her place at once in a chair or pew
nearest to the chancel gates on the
lefthand side from tha west door of
the nave. The relatives and friends of
the bride should sit on the lefthand
side of the nave and those of the
bridegroom o

o m, then you will know just ex-|
%»mﬂghﬁmhﬁiﬂh:

[ing—-—Automobiles must move slowly

P
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The Insider

Relates an anecdote by witty clubman yvho
refuses to make trial for laurels less gifted
men have annexed as after dinner orators |

- HERE is one of our clubmen, a man
Why Witty Clubman T of brains and ableness, of nimble wit
Refuses to Speak and pleasing elocution, who in spite

dinner speeches on any occa-

to contribute after -
of these advantages refuses hat casteth out wit has been

sion whatever. Not even the proverbial wine t
able to shake his iron resolution. Other silvered tongues—Ben Tde the‘ter.
David Starr Jordan, Horace Platt, J. D. Phelan, J'. 1 Bar'rett and Bo.hc:l::'un;
University, Family, Merchants’ and Cosmos club idols, Ex'ks_ and C?rm r:)nt
—may speak their “impromptu’’ pieces at banquets and xnto@a! feeds, 1.1t
this man remains obstinately silent. Asked one day why he c.ared n;
to pluck the laurels from the brows of less gfted but more willing speo;
binders, he replied with a story which he said was told hn.n by one
Professor Van Dyke’s schoolmates:

“It was just before the Christmas h s, an .
mary school was expecting a visit from a certain director who ahtnys ma 1;
a point of questioning the children on one thing—what -to do in case ?d
fire. They had been drilled to the correct answer, and the director di
not fail them. He got up to address the class, but missed his cue, or
rather, the class did, for he started off with ‘It is gt?od to be here at this
jolly Christmas season among so many happy, smiling faces. You aref ;
very bright looking set of children, and I wonder what you would .do i :
were to make you a little speech on the best way to cele.brat.e Christmas.
Quick as a flash the infant Van Dyke piped up, ‘Form in single file and
march out quickly.’”

After a pause for the chuckles
tion’s any way you like to take it”

olidays, and their class in the pri-

}o die down, he added: “The applica-

t I am always ready to aid the Sunday suple-
Chair Makchcp ment editor with subjects close at hand and

Is Odd Character offering a chance for striking pictures.
One of these subjects, quite as picturesque as any of those offered by
the yellow syndicates, is a deputy sheriff of Marin county, known to some
as “The Chair Maker of Lagunitas.” Follow the road from Sh'after's over
a little bridge and high up in the air you will read a hanging sign: “Warn-
through the canyon. Toot your
horns.” That sign reveals an antipathy of the deputy sheriff. He hates
automobiles. He is rabid in his rancor. If you don’t go slowly through
the canyon, if you don't toot your horn, beware. Beware the wrath of the
deputy sheriff of Marin county. .

he man is a character. I hope he won't mind my drawing the public
eve to him in this wise. He is 2 public character, anyway, by reason of
his office. He lives in a little cottage of rough boards set in a natural
forest of trees. An artist would be glad to sketch the man as he stands in
his doorway, his dogs by his side, a bevy of blooded chickens cluck cluck-
ing in the garden below. In the midst of that little garden is a pond and
in the pond a fleet of tiny white sailed boats that would delight the heart
of a schoolboy.

A year or so ago the deputy sheriff had no cottage. The home was
planned and in process of erection, and during that phase of its existence
its owner lived in the open. There he pursued his avocation of making
chairs. And such chairs, unique, beautiful and no two alike.. The chairs,
of which every Lagunitas home contains at least one, are made of the
branches of trees, and if you set one down beneath a spreading sequoia
or bay tree you might easily fancy the chair a part of the tree itself.

The Smart Set

of Mr. and Mrs. Antoine Borel in San
Mateo over the holidays. Reunion of
the large Borel family made the days
especially enjoyable, and Christmas and
New Year's were kept with old fash-
ion hospitality and cheer.

+
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AN RAFAEL soclety people and
San Francisco people as well are
beginning to be interested deeply
in the nmnew Country club, the
building of which was begun some

time ago. The site is on the San
Quentin side of San Rafael, and con-
sists of several hundred acres of splen-
did ground. The new clubhouse is to
be large and as perfeoct in detail as

are the clubhouses at Lenox, Tuxedo or
Chevy Chase in eastern states. There
are to be two tennis courts, bowling
green, golf links, bathing houses and
cricket fields. Canoeing on the lagoon
and good shooting over the marsh wlill
be features. Tuxedo is the model for
the club, and it i{s the hope of members
that many handsome country cottages
will be built on the surrounding prop-
erty. Some of San Rafael's prominent
people have already secured Ilots,
among them the A. W. Fosters, who
will build before another summer; the
Frank Johnsons, Andersons and Pinck-
ards. Cotillons are to be given regu-
larly in the clubhouse next winter, and
altogether the new bullding promises
to become the center of sccial life In
San Rafael < %

Mra. James W. Sperry took posses-
sion recently of her home on Common-
wealth avenue. During last year the
Sperrys ocoupied an apartment on Clay
street.

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Carrigan are
guests of Irc.. Ca.n.'im.n mother.

Mr. and Mrs. E. E. Goodrich and
daughters of El Cerrito spent the holl-
days with old friends in Berkeley, re-
turning yesterday to their home in
southern California.

- .

Mrs. K. H Withrow, Miss Marle
Withrow and Miss Evelyn Almond are
in Paris, where they have a delightful
apartment on the Rue Fourcroy. They
left California almost a year ago. They
will spend several months more on the
continent.

Mr. and Mrs. Aylett Cotton Jr. and
Mr. and Mrs. John Lewis wera guests

-

At a recaption given by Mrs. John C,
Spencer in Palo Alto yesterday after-
noon tNe engagement of her daughter,
Miss Alice Spencer, to Claude 8. Down-
!ing was announced. Both Miss Spen-
cer and Mr. Downing are former Stan-
ford students and were weil known
| while at the university. Downing was
a member of the pioneer class of '93
and for four years was a prominent
man in undergraduate affairs, playing
on the varsity football team for four
seasons and holding several officas of
responsibilty in the student body. He
{s a member of the Sigma Alpha Epsi-
lon fraternity and at present holds the
position of cashier in the bank of Palo
Alto.

Miss Alice Spencer is the younger
daughter of Dr. John Spencer, whose
family is prominent in both San Fran-
cisco and Palo Alto soclety. Miss Spen-
cer is a very popular girl in university
circles and a musician of much ability.
The date for the wedding has not as|
yet been decided.

-

Mrs. Ernest L. Hueter was hostess ag
a luncheon last week in honor of Mrs.
Robert White, who returnasd recently
from abroad The affair was held in
the Hueter home In this city, and was
attended by 16 guests, among whom
were Mrs. W. Lemman, Mrs. Harry
Bostwick, Mrs. Frank Moronsy, Miss
Mary Callaghan, Mrs. William Deemer,
Mrs. Pettigrew, Mrs. W. E. Palmer,
Mrs. Walter White, Mras. Filmore
White, Mrs. Robert White, Mrs. John
Hunt, Mrs. W. S Franklin and Mrs,
E. L. Hunt

-
} Dr. and Mrs. Fox of this ecity have
| leased the Bowman residences in San
| Jose and will make it their home per-
| manently.

: - -
! Mrs. E. B. Perrin is spending a few
| weeks in Fresno, and will not retum te
{ her home until the middle of the
month.

Experts Seek to Solve Wood Preservation Problems |

ASHINGTON, Jan. 2.—A series
of sxperiments wers recently
begun by the government which
should add to the knowledge

of wood preservation. Since the first
methods for applying chemical pre-
servatives to woods were adopted in
the United States there has been much
regarding the wvalue of

steaming the wood and use of the
vacuum bafors the application of the
preservative.
Among those who have held that

thus prevented the preservative from
penetrating the wood. Others have
claimed that steaming was necessary,
not only for the purpose of sterilizing
the timber, but to axpand its pores, and,
in a manner which has never baen very
satisfactorily explained, Iincreass the
absorptive qualities of the wood. The
present series of experiments, which
are being conducted by the United
States forest service, ars expected to
yield results that will be of practical
value in solving the problems.

The purpose of the sxperiments i3 to

steaming and vacuum were tial in
inoreasing the absorptive qualities of
the wood, opinifons have differsed widely
as to the length of time the steaming
and vacuum should be applied. Many
have claimed that steaming timber be-
fore applying the preservative added

the greatly to its molsture content and

rtain whether or not and how much
the molisture content of the wood is tn-
creased by the steaming process, to
what axtent this is diminished by the
vacuum and to determine the effect of
these factors upon the absorptive qual-

ities of different kinds of wood when
thus treated.

Conditions in California

York yesterday:

ﬁwwmmmm.nhmh“

Dalifornis temperatures for the laat 34 hours:
BareBa .....ccicccerescicrsecesccserec Minimam 4@..... Maxi;um 34
Francisco

<o Minimum 46..... Maximum 58
Minimum




