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Civil

Employes of Postoffice Given
Plenty of Time to Conduct
Large Businesses

Postmaster Arthur Fisk will be
alled upon to answer charges in-
ng neglect of duty, incompe-

both on the part of himself and
rite subordinates; the use of
his official position for the benefit of
thern Pacific political bureau;
violation of civil service regulations,
of postoffice employes in
politics and an explanation
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f Fisk's friendship for
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ne T to 1 Hitchcock Al
¥ inspector may b« urious
b rivate commercial enter-
prise on by favorite employes
in &l Francisco postoffice. The
. Roger Reynolds, superinten- |
der of the geuneral service branch,
might attract attention.
J

UST SUITS REYNOLDS

post of superintendent of the

g ral service branch is peculiar to
the San Francisco office. It is an ad-
pel © the executive branch of the

ostoffice and was created apparently
give Fisk's friend, Reynolds, a good
job that would fit In nicely with his
private business, which from its magni-
3 ould naturally enough claim the
portion of Reynolds' (ime and
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District Courtof Appeal Opens Prison Gates for Schmitz and Ruef

eclared to Have Been Illegally Convicted|

Thc three members of the dlstnct court of appeal who rendered a decision yesterday declaring the conviction of arch grafters 11]egal the superior judge before ‘
| whom Schmitz was convicted and the two boodiers who may benefit by the decision. Upper row, left to right—Justice Samuel B. Hall,. Justice Frank H. Kerrigan,

i Presiding Justice Cooper and Superior Judge Frank H. Dunne.

In the lower row are portraits of Eugene E. Schmitz and Abe Ruef.

.

By Frank

Judge of the superior court before whom Schmitz was con-
victed.
T is greatly to be regretted, in the cause of fairness,
honesty and justice, that this case was heard on ap-
peal before a court whose members are closely re-
lated to some of the defendants in the graft cases
against whom the same grand jury which indicted
Eugene E. Schmitz has returned indictments charg-

ing bribery. Under such

that this court was in the proper frame of mind to
hear and consider this case impartially andmﬁcﬂy

on its merits.

g I believe the evidence and the law in this case -

. fully justified the judgment and verdict of the jury, |
and, furthermore, I believe that the jury which found
this verdict will be remembered with respect and
honor long after the members of the court which nul-
lified it are cast out and forgotten. If I am correctly

informed, this case was not submitted to the appellate
court until yesterday, and as I am told that the
| opinion contains 32 typewritten pages, it would seem
to me that Justice Cooper must have labored pretty
hard and very late on it last night to have it ready by

today.
My order appointing

jury is held as error, but if I had been given the ap-
pointment of an elisor for the appellate court the
judges of that court might have been able to see the
-1 | law and the evidence in this case in a different light.

. It seems wrong to me that a judge of the appellate
court should proceed to hear this case by proceeding
on the theory that the trial judge had inditted one of
It was the grand jury and not myseif
that found those indictments, and the irony.of this.
opinion is apparent. In my opinion there is some-
thing greater behind this decision than a.ppea.rq qh;_'

his relatives.

the surface

Judge Dunne Says lrony of the
Court’s Opinton Is Apparent

H. Dunne

conditions I do not think

an elisor for the Schmitz
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IARE RESOLVED 10
PUNISH SCHMITZ

“on | Langdon and Heney will Pro:

ceed Upon Any Indictments
Against the Prisoner

Although disappointed by
cision
demurrer to the
| Schmitz extortion indictment the mems+
bers of the graft prosecution are de-
| termined to continue with their work
to punish the men who preyed ipon the
| city—especially Eugene E. Schmitz,
the wanton mayor, whose one thought
was plunder. Schmitz has been re-
lieved of prosecution on only five out|
of 44 indictments which

retyrned against him.

|the court's decision the prosecutors
{ met in conference in the office ’of
| District Attorney W. H. Langdon in
the Grant building. There was present
with Langdon Francis J. Heney, who
had just returnéed from his eastern
trip; Rudolph Spreckels, Special Agent
William J. Burns, J. J. Dwyer and
Charles W. Cobb. Assistant District

the de-|
of the district court of nppnalf:by the appeliate court 'Abe Ruef was
immediately relieved of a portion of].

Immediately upon being informed of |

DECISION GIVES
RUEF NEW  HOPE

Fallen Boss Boodler Mamtams
He Is Innocent, Although
He Pleaded Guilty

When he heard of the action taken

the mental burden which weighed him

down and made his first night's vest |
one. |

in a felows cell a wearisome
Though he had evidently. formulated
a plan of campaign, Ruef belleve‘l'l»‘!t.
better to withhold it tmm the publie.

As he sat in the ‘office of ' the eoun’ty’

jail with a Call reporter. last. nl;l\‘t‘ i
have beenlthe fallen boss’ face: .was lighted by | %
{a smile that clearly foretold hope. The |

lines that ‘were visible on his brow
the previous ev enlnx had wnnl-hod. and

the  nervous. twltches whieh were ’o‘
noticeable of late were consplonolu‘by. # B

their absence. Ruef reaily bore u.g
appearance of a changed man.

Ruef heard the news shortly Aaﬂor \
leaving the courtroom yesterday morn- | §

ing. Several of This ltﬂl-fai!.hful lieu-
tenants_quickly nthcrga ‘,"Q, ;ta;qts_ go;-

Continued on Pl‘e; Middle Column 2

Continued on Page 4, Middle Column 6  Con

Opmmn Stnkmg Blow a Graft Prosecution s
~ Rendered in Record Breaking Time

plained in an ophion of several thousand words, written by Justice J. A. Cooper and

|

ot
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Freedom of Convncts Is Delayed as Order Is
* Subj‘ect- to Reversal by Supreme Court

With the stroke of a pen the- ‘three justices of the district court of appeal yes-
terday reversed the decision of 12 men sworn to try the former mayor of San Francisco
on a charge of extortion, and in declaring their conviction of the defendant illegal
opened the door through which Eugene E. Schmitz and Abraham Ruef, the arch bood-
lers of 8an Fra.mo ‘may again step forth as free men.

The reversal of the conviction of former Mayor Schmitz was ordered and ex-

s Samuel B. Hall and Frank H. Kerrigan.
butwhiloitannnls five indictments each
those on-which Schmitz was convicted and Ruef
8 nean immediate freedom for the conviets. The ecase is sub-

:re the ‘supreme court.of the state, if that body sees fit to grant

ject t:o a rehearmg )
, moreover, the reversal of judgment and order of discharge do not

such a review,

THREE DIE
IN WRECK;
18 INJURED

Six Coaches Behind Engine Go
Ofi Track and One Rolls
Into County Road

Hurts of Two Se Serious Death
Believed to Be Matter
oi Few Hours

'Train Running at High Speed

to Make Up Time Jumps
From the Rails

;Running Gear Under First Coach

Believed to Have Broken
and Caused Crash

SPECIAL DISPATCH TO THE

SAN JOSE, Jan. 9.—Train

CALI

' No. 10 of the Southern Pacific,
| known as the Sunset express,
lSan Francisco to New Orleans.

| was wrecked early this evening
|at Rucker, a small station 25
miles south of here, and Mrs. A.
| P. Boyd of Portland, Ore., her
‘little son and an unkmown
| tramp, who was evidently steal-
}ing a ride benecath one of the
coaches. were instantly Kkilled.
Eighteen were injured, three of
them so seriously . that they

may die.
DEAD:

MRS. A. P. BOYD AND LIT-
TLE SON, Portiand, Ore.

UNIDENTIFIED HOBO.
PROBABLY FATALLY HURT:

WILLIAM FERGUSON, Law-
| rence, M ass.

A. SAUNDERS, Chicago.

HOWARD MULLER,
Francisco.

INJURED:
MRS. W. ECKERT, South Da-

San

| kota, scalp wound.

. MRS. L. HOWARD, 48%; River
street, San Francisco, fractured
ribs.

M. JOHN, brakeman, San
Francisco, foot amputated at
ankle. ’

WILLIAM OAKLEY, Santa
Cruz, arm fractured.

A. E. BELLIME, New Orleans,
fractured arm.

D. J. SCULLY, Napa, cut and

CHARLES SAVAGE, Pasa-
dena, scalp wounds.

MR. AND MRS. H. W. SOR-

become effectlve or 60 days. BER, Ch L i

e ‘of the Schmitz case strikes a blow, not.at a single convietion se-| W. W. ABLES, Chicago, arms
cured in the ba inst graft, but at the whale structure on which the graft prosecu- | cuf and bruised.
tion has heen ~ It does not mean the end of prosecutions nor the overthrow of| Five others were less seriously

ed during the past year and a half of = stremuous efideavor,
k wluoh 1t may take months more of labor to overcome.

: 1is based among other things, on the ground that the lndl('t-
nitz mcﬁnmcted does not- “constitute a pubhc offense. It was as

is, however, still but a hazy possibility,
ruilt set at naught. The order of dlacharge does not
11 subjeet to a reversal by the supreme court, and
uch of the men scores of mdmtmenix on

As far as can be learned here and
at Gilroy there is no known cause for
the wreck, the theory being advanced
that some of the machinery under the
first coach must have broken and
thrown one coach from the track, the
other five following. There was noth-
ing to indicate that the disaster was
the work of professional train wreek-
jers. This -theery at first gained
eroﬂonce. but later investigation failed
to substantiate.it.

The train, which leaves San Fran-
cisco, where it is made up, daily about
3:30 and is due to reach here at 5:20
P m., was one hour and fifteen minutes
late. as 2 result of a fire north of Santa
Clara, where a hose had been stretched
across the track and ‘wnich held the
train until the blaze had baem ex-
tlnm«!.

RUNNING AT HIGH SPEED

The train is a fast ofne and was rum-
ning at $ish speed in an effort to
make up lost time. It was ia charge

of Ceonductor = Richard = Crow. Six

‘



