The San Francisco Sunday Call

By Ida L. Brooks

ck shots of England gath-
Bisley recently for the
two weeks' meet found
nges invaded by a little
rnia with an unmistak-
g bullseyes. Not
making very pretty
, but at the end
of good Englist
trophies wer yut of the country in his
t formidable cor
resident

s ¥

ears past and :

mber of S Mound pistol and

Harr 5 returned from a short
ip at L Ithough
most unex-
m and pro-
ty of ac-
: poils Ord ly when ¢
sets ! n a easure trip his

' > he remembers
the long drawn
pletion. of his funds
makes pleasure a
3 g investment is favored of the

under-

the man who

sight seeing. He«
ite, spending sev-
eral day each of the cities that in-
terested 2, and finally arrived
Weashington, which city filled him w
such great admiration that he remained

ere 4 week before proceeding to E

took the souths

pe. During his stay he took ad-
vantage of e opportunity, offered him
Secretary Metcalf to visit the navy

Entered by Accident

It was pure sccident that led to his
ning in the contest at Bisley. He
had bee 1 London but a few days
nd 4 trolling =long Haymarket
e appeared before him a man
& target fastened to his back ad-
g King’'s shooting gallery, Pic-
circus, just back of the Prince
es theater, 2 place where six
buliseyes would call for a
1 silver spoon. Harris says the old
nstinet was back again at sight of
the target and just for the sport of
the thing he made his way to the gal-
ory He did so well that day that
e ran in again for a Jittle fun the
and before he left he had
ven of the silv spoons in his
*h were his for the

ng of 12 straight bullseyes.
t was so surpriséd and
I : 1is skill that he asked
rris w he 4 not enter for the
g English meet at Bisley, known also
Brookwood, a beautiful country
ace, some 16 or 1§ miles out of the

of Londo

never heard of Bisley
was 1 averse to being
Er tenment brought
er m and down tc
rie with his family
g and baggage. It was a deviation
m t rigine itinerary, but i

interest of the shoo
is a active It extends ove
ral hundred acres of Dbeautifu
overed @Buntry and has splendi¢
kground. Thers
250 and 400 separate
ar of most wvarief

e most unique

all is that on which a toy deer is
pulated to appear as if bounding
gh thickets. A bullseye is affixed
its heart and the sghots are fired
the deer is in meotion.
There are ranges exclusively for
fle firing by what are called mounted
ts, men riding by at a gallop and
firing on the run. Harris says that
me very fine marksmanship
¢ n that fashion. In fact, he
unbounded admiration for the
f & great many of those who
mpeted with him for the trophies
e Bisley meeting.
Although born in England and a
resident of that country during the
first three tender years of his exist-
ence, Harris registered as a Califor-
was proud of being able to do
and was looked upon as such by
without quibble. He
himself and family, “We were
proper sort of blooming Yank, all

vV ¢

associates

& of

Arriving at Bisley he took possession
ne of the tents, of which there were

haps 1,000, and remained in camp
gt entire contest.
first niove was to join the Mid-
esex rifle association, an adjunct of
National rifle association, the most

i ant as iation of the kind in
zland. This was necessary to estab-
eligibility as a competitor,
use Mr. Harris’ terminology, he
in the Eley for two weeks, in the
liberate the same length of time,
nd also In the long range, 50 yards, in
e Colt's competition and with the All

mers’ te He also had to compete
place « the All Comers’ team,
which was praectically a walkover for

However, the team work was most
unsuccessful, and he takes no pleasure
in dwelling on the remembrance of it
One Mrs. Scanlan from Rhodesia, Africa,
for some other reason apparently than
her skill as a revolver shot, was al-
lowed to sheoot with the team, and she
certainly put the team to the bad, her
score being so logh that it brought the
total score of thé€ team to a very low
figure. Having managed to shoot a
40 in the Deliberate she was given a
silver cup as a sort of consolation prize,
She was the only woman shooting on
the ranges during the two weeks, and
was doubtless allowed in the competi-
tion only on account of her husband's
connection with the army.

The other teams competing in that
contest were the Royal Marines, the
Army, the Navy, the Volunteers and
Yecomanry.

First American Winner

The winning of the National rifle as-
socigtion’s bronze medal gives Harrls
more pleasure than any of the trophies
he brought home with him. No one
else in the United States has been able
to carry away one of these, and among
those who have tried for it are some
of the most expert of all American
merksmen, among them even Walter
Winans of New York,
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In regular competition Harris took
thre¢ other National rifle association
prizes, solid silver spoons, ornamented
with the device of the bronze medal,
the old archer and the modern rifieman
side by side.

He won a prize each week of the
big shoot in the Eley revolver match,
first prize the first week and second
prize the second week. In the event
there were 127 competitors. The shoot-
ing was done at a distance of 20 yards
with a time limit of three min-
utes for s=ix shots, The diameter of
the bullseye in England at that {is-
tance is only two inches. The pos-
gible score. in the event was 42. Harris
scored 41. The ocontest was s0 keen
that all the 40s, of which there were
many, were counted out. The first
prize was a solid silver plate beauti-
fully engraved, and £3 6s 8d.  The
second prize was a heavy silver cup
and £3.

This shooting meet is an event of
great importance to Englishmen. The
contests are arranged and managed
by the government. The total value of
prizés offered by the king in the con-
test for the king's challenge cup is
£2,320, the first prize being 2250 in
money, 4 gold medal and & gold badge.
The shooting on the ranges is managed
by rangers who are colomeéls in the

army. Privates attend to clearing the
ranges and fixing targets. In all
there are 150 events, to many of

which marksmen from all parts of the
world are eligible, and évery vear some

foreigners compeéte. This year Mr,
Harris was the only American on the¢
range.

Among the celebrated shots partichk
pating were: Lord Cheylesmore, majoy
general in the army; Walter A. X
Raven, champion royal névy; 8 R,
Newing and F. W, Hawker, also of the
royal navy; Sergeant J. A. Walling-
ford, champion in the HEnglish army;
Quartermaster Braybrook, royal mae
rines; Lisutenant Lefevre, Middlesex
rifles; Major Bunbury, Captain Mance,
household artillery; Gunner Price, roye
gl navy, and Sir Willlam Major. Of
these Walter A. J. Raven is the cham-
pion revolver shot of the world. Get-
ting the first prize away from him, to
say nothing of the other competitors,
{s somewhat of a feat. Mr. Harris
took first, second and third prizes in
each event in which he entered in-
dividually.

He took quite as much interest im
the competitions for which he was
not eligible. For instance, there was
the contest for the Whitehead
cup, & team event, 12 shots at 26 yards
and the same number at 60 yards. He
still indulges in unrestrained glee when
he tells of the defeat of the navy team
end the uncontrollable rage of Lisve
tenant H. C. Halahan, the captain.
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He says:

“I never heard
such cussing in all my life. It
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around and sweating and fuming, all
dressed up in his pure white helmet
and suit such as officers in the royal

navy wear. And,
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pardonable, for he certainly had crack
shots in his team. Raven himself was

there.
all been out the n
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The trouble was that they had
ht before.”
he king’'s challenge

cup Mr. Harris describes as bhaving
been one of the most interesting events

of the meet.

It was open only to

volunteers and retired volunteers of
the army. The service rifle was used.
The shooting continued during the en-
tire fortnight and at each shooting
some were weeded out until on the next
to the last day only 26 men wers left.
Finally there were but thrée—ILjsuten-
ant Addison from Australia; Sergeant
Paget, First Yorkshire régiment, and
Private T. P. Hope, First London val-

unteer rifis corps.
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and fived his gixth shot. T6 the sur-
prise of overy ope he entirely missed

the tamget. X» insis

THE WIN

ted on an invese °‘¢
o

- 4
AT BISLEY « MF.~
T0 BIS ¥

-
/ e
s _/‘,’,_.;‘:. ', s

0 OAKLAND

HIS REVOLVER. TANDED

i THE, BIGGEST TROPHIES

-

e

W=
Tty
SN LS

st

=

R

& b

TroPHIELS Wor BY|
HARRIS AT THE, &
s LEGLISH. @
~SHO 5

. O

tigation. The bullet could not be found,
It was then Jdiscovered that his gun
had missed fire and he was allowed
an extra shot. However, at the final
scoring, on account of his having had
11 shots as against the 10 of
his opponents, the prize was not
a to him but to Addison, who
had scored next best and had won by
two points only over Hope. Harris
says that the shooting ip that event
was the best that was done while he
was there.

In one of the other events 11 men
tied at the possible score. Such facts
as thése help to give one some idea
of the sort of shooting that goes on
at Bisley, the center of interest to
marksmen the world over.

“On the lastgFriday night,” says Mr.
Harris, “everything was over, as one
might say, but the shouting. And the
shouting was the most important thing.
That is to say the prizes were all dis-
tributed except those given by the
king. The presentation by his majesty
was the great event of the meet and
took place on the following morning.

“Y h&d received all my prizes and
prise money eéxcept the first prize in

S
TR e

the Eley oa Friday night, but that
prize gave me & place among the
favored omnes.

“Unfortunately the king was sick
and unable to be there, but the Princess
Christian was thera to represent him
and was accompanied By the duke of
Connaught and Major General Lord
Roberts. The last mentioned of these
it was my pieasure to meet and I must
say that that was one of the happiest
introductions of my life. I was so
engrossed in my admiration for the
man that I hardly remember what he
said except that he spoke of shoeting
generally and put himself out te be
very pleasant to me.

“That morning there were about
12,000 people assembled to witness the
distribution of prizes. A large tent
was pitched which accommodated 3,000
people. The rest were seated or oc-
cupied standing room outside, all sepa-
rated carefully according to class, very
fine distinctions belng made In thac
regard which are difficult for an
American to understand. However, [
suppose it is all extremely satisfactory
to &an Englishman. It seems to be.

“A ralsed platform covered with red
velvet carpet was arranged for the
royal party. On it was a. stand on
which the prizes were displayed: in all
there must have been 130 cups, not to
mention the medals, spoons, goblets
and other trophies. As the princess
and her escort appreoached, the bdand
of the Coldstream guards, stationed
Just outside the tent, struck up ‘Cod
Save the King’

Presented by a Princess

“The victors had been notified and
were all there walting for the presen-
tation. When Colonel Cross, secretary
of the National rifle association, saw
me among them, he slapped me on the
back and sald, “Why, Harris, I'm bloomin*
glad of this." It was he who announced
the names of the winners to the prin-
cess and I tell you my head degan to
swim-a little bit when he called out
in a loud volce, “Winner of first prize
in the Eley, Mr. H. A. Harris of the
United States." You should have heard
the crowd holler. Then the princess
handed me the splendid silver plate
with the blue and geld silk purse and
the prize money im it and sald, ‘N
gives me great pleasure to present you
with these elegant trophies.” Then they
cheered again, and after it was all quiet
again, my lttle 3 year old daughter
piped out, ‘And he's my papa’ That
just tickled them. I tall you, and they
cheered agala,

“The presentation of the Kking's per-
sonal prizes came last of all and tEen
the meet was over." -

Bisley is open to marksmen all the
year round and there is guite a large
permanent population. e Princess
Christian has built several homes of
rest there for old soldiers. = Thére is
a large gamp there throughout the
year and capacious stables, and the
place is always well kept. The sur-
roundings are charming an together
one never forgets a visit Bisley.

“It was a pretty good sort of thin
to happen into,” says Mr. Harris.



