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Impertinent Question No. o4

Witf^m Appellate Court?
Eorf the-most original tor wittiest answer to this ques-
ition^Vand: the Briefer:;the^Uerr^he Gall willpay

j.'FI^Er;IDOLIMR3. For the next five answers
a?ke^ll^villjpa>r ONE D^LAR each. Prize
winnings answers' w

'and 'checks jjmailed : to the winners* at v once Make
. your answer short and address it to

\u25a0pH^fINENi §U^TIONS,;, ... '

Aged -Pioneer Dies
\u25a0XA PA'. \u25a0/Jan.3 •0.-f^Fost ef;'H.'<Roper, a

•yldel>^:known '-J and '/.hrßhly .;'r*spected
pibrieerj citizen*of•'this fat
hiß"hor>ie;*her»*this vaftern6'on,^gedr79.
He i.wasja^ native? of >arid
is ~surViyed"'by^a "wife/andfflXe^adtzltchildren. ;lfis

'
.only,daughter ~\is the '.wifer

of 'e.x-Corigres«rnan Ffank'K'Coombifc' '\u25a0

SPECIAL DISPATCH TO THECALL
*McGILL,;Xe \v, Jan.

"
x2o."—When Sheriff

SanirDavls" went;into the Gr^ek 'quarter
ricar '.the. smelter; here'thls 'afternoon to
arre3t .a Greek -he ivras \u25ba shot. and' now-;
lies at the ;point of d4ith; "

.Friends of the Gr*>»-k threatened the
officer's approach to the .quarter?, >and
just which one of;th^m fired the shot iV
not known

* ileflnitf'ly.""The ''fugitives
.took; to- theVhills :in;the -direction :of
.Ely?

'
A v.pos."e .formed * quickly and

started. in"pursuit. • -v -
\u25a0.

A
'
-yard switching :in^" th«

snielter.lyardF.'. was boarded by\th» pur--
suers,.*and;.the'.pnglnper"put.;.on a full'
head ofrSteamv.down;the. track ;in the i

dlrection'taken^by^the murdtrer?. * The
pursuecs-hoped bj"this move-to cut.off

'the?' flight>toward (Ely,-but the 'fugl-i
"tives'are jiioYfyet "injcustody, /, *.. .

The^'shopfctny^'of fthe^'sheriff \by the
Greek" \hasTmaddened" the

'
people -here." j

Band of Assassins Makes Es-
*. cape to 'Hilts, Pursued "by

Maddened Posse- '\u25a0

Nevada Sheriff Viclini
of Greek's Bullet

"."Coroner Wallace has.- 'evidence ,*\u25a0 to
show \u25a0, where the ".rope* was -.purchased

by:'\u25a0 a v'man \u25a0. living.= riot •,-- far
-

from.;.'-the

Cordes .ranch! Saturday morning.' "This

and- other. evidence -/in"\u25a0: the
-
possession

of,ithefofficers^ may -*_lead -to <the... arrest'
of several \u25a0ranchers. -.•".Cord«*s lived^-ln
ffc'ar;vof' being robbed.' ; He had bowle

knives "hung, a few feet, apart all about
the'iwallflfof -his, house, ;and -'<last^waek
he \u25a0 '? boughtia .'large \u25a0• revolver. : He

-
said

he.\wolildr> rather jbiiryX;orH;lend- 'his
riiont»ys;tbifriends fthanV to ?|placed it',in^
batiks. "/-He; leaves -two fcousiris.7 ranch-'
ers!lieirihere. ;'jFarmers s 1n:;.the -.n^J?I\K
.b~orhood* say that'iifSthe '.murderers ar'f
caught*no ;\u25a0 niercjv will

'
be r-yiven- them.

'VA,"25- pound irockTwas ;hurlediat" the
old' man as ;he was icooking, doves.;and
his shotgun- was broken off at the stock
by the blow. "A -bullet' li'o.lp:in a post

oh :thV;front.porch shows t thatthe must

have fired. a »: shot \u25a0 from- the •revolver

he"; had • sfra^njed "to 'his r waist.;"-- After

hands with cotton- rope. This she broke
in his-death: struggles. . - - . '.

TRACY, Jan. 20.—R-AtgerjCordes,' a
hermit rancherjabout*: 60: years old, was
murdered "in;the' kitchen of hlsicabin,

near- the Western .'Pacific: -tracks, at
Midway./Close to-;the Alameda \u25a0 county
line,, late Saturday night;or early . S «if

-
day -.morning. -sßobb'ery was -the \u25a0 mo-
tive,.. as :Cordes was believed; to -have

hidden several'hundred
"

dollars*' about
his house.. vEvery.^ nook;and .co'rrifr in

the. house was ransacked 'in?:the;search

for the hidden; coin.

'Assailants Hurl 'Heavy* Rock on
'\u25a0-:- /£. A. Cordites and Ransack - .

His Cabin for Gold'

|ged Hermit Rancher
IsSlaiflbyiRobbers

The
- appeararico .of

•" Alec_'-Lathan,

Ruefs « former chauffeur, who has been
misting for several. months, caused a
Bt{r*in;court and was vth« cause of!an
open clash. between Ruef arid \u25a0 Special
Ajr«nt':Burns... Lathan 'figures as an
Important* witness 'against

"
Rii'ef. and

some of the "higher up'*-graft defend-
ants;! as he .was constantly with Ruef
during '^the -halcyon bribery days of the
old 'administration, and made the fa-
mous \u25a0 trip on which Ruef carried the

-RuefV intense ,excitement and ner-

vousness while the proceedings before
Judia i-Lawlor were in progress yester-

day inornins were not ;the- nilmlcry,of

rehearsed "action, such as th© tears he
shed when he pla>ed his part before
Judge Dunne. eight months ago, utter-
ing/a--meaningless plea of guilt jand
Vrointiing the support to decency which

hethad no iritenftoni of 'giving. His
attitude ;wa«;In4vivid contrast to that
ft Eugene tE.i"Scfimit«.\w&»-.s'&tvivlth
hi? attorneys, serene -and almost smll-
ing.: "Th^er^ Vas also- an expression of

suppressed satisfaction, on the faces of
the attorneys for t»e indicted corpora-
tion magnates, /who .sat in a ; llttl®
group -taking- -the * d»ep««t interest An
allVthat waa traniplrin«.. :: ;<

BossVlnsolence Falls Away as
He Pleads for Brief

K||'& Continuance

Intense Nervoasness Takes the
Place of Crocodile Tears

i^v, and Assurance

Clashes With Burns Over For-
\u25a0: j mer Chauffeur, Who Will;

Jg^;:- Give Testimony

Ruefs Trial 'on Trolley Bribery
v Case Goes Over Until

'

'\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0'\u25a0'\u25a0 \u25a0 I \u25a0
\u25a0

Brought to bay at last, with all
[hope of the immunity on which

he has so long relied torn from

him and only a vision of years

behind prison walls aheadV Abe
Riief clutched yesterday at the
only straw which seemed* to of-
jfer promise of postponing for a

Ifew 'short days the beginning of
ItheItrial from which . he has so

jmuch to fear. Through George
Keane, who acted as his mouthy

piece, /Ruef. let fall his mantle
6f

(
insolent independence, pro-

claimed himself -a weakling un-

able to secure counsel who could
preserve his rights- ami

Iwith the court to,grant him,three
weeks— -two week?, even a single
Veek^-bf 'grace #in which to pre-
pare to;defend

-
himself.

' The -.prospect of .immediate
trial has changed Ruef more. ;in
48 hours than -eight months- of
imprisonment and coritant dick-
ering have done. It was not the
smiling, debonair, confident Ruef
who sat in Judge Lawlor's
court yesterday ~ morning, but ,a

worn, haggard individual, too in-
dent onVtn*.;details..of his.battle for

time ~ev»n'io ,attem'ni " to jkeep up • tbe
'sham .which has shielded him so long.

Even the keen, quick glance of the eye

and :the' sunny affability which he. has
never \u25a0beforJT allowed to depart for an• Instant - were * gone and Ruef showed
himself, possibly for the first time,

stripped . clean of every vestige •C.pre-
\u25a0 tense, arid make believe.

DROPS HIS PBETEXSB

But' then.came- the exqulsltc»ly!.v6cal >

\u25a0'Quando, Ptapita'' .and enthusiasm be- I
gan and'grew apace^for'ln th^ siuVln^r
of this numbpr'the great artist- Btood
revealed. "I'cbiild^thlnk^of

'
nbthing,''Vo'

much •a«];.th e son glofJ the :.n1gritingales'
in the :wonder ful;birdlike' facility'which*I
madejCllght; of.vro\ilades"<,arKi trinsXali'
executed .-.wj^hithe;.; greatest -possible j
ease and finish,^ with,per feet \u25a0intonation !
iand^venness "of'tone J and 'ending' fwlth j
anotherVof 'those (marvelous high notes,

olectri-
cal>^^ntStint^aTgand power and th«
Tatoni
IN'STORaj^^^^pLAUSE

cc fairly [V'r'os c
\u25a0 Srea te'r.than-
1hcic'urtain

r?£|^^^^^^^^^P^£'
theirMinbounded enthusU

wan sung 'hoth Te-\u25a03«^™TjBS
|M-

Î*r-i.-..^«*r«fr'ir -*-'r*~""r*~""*"
*.
* "\u25a0""'

"L
----

\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0.'\u25a0 .'- -".».,-\u25a0\u25a0 ,_"\u25a0-.- \u25a0 .-, '-

trazzini and V'Zen&tello,;>v their, \u25a0voices
iblendini|beautifuily. .-\u25a0\u25a0 ,

ra^^nf^w^it$+%&Tnv'thinkinX TrfIrtis?«SKii?t^^

.HerV.costumes,. costumes, too, were vastlj'"\u25a0be-

coming, and' the stage illusion thereby
heightened. 'One 'does not? perhaps
nowadays around the.moors in

.satin and iblack jet; but then the tra-
dition of Costume lit'this opera, has
always "to suggest local.atmosphere, as
little on thestage^ as Donizetti has in
the music.: ,; '

WAIT FOII'TETRAZJBIXI
'Thp'- audience' 1was late and "the'ciif-

talnvlatf vin^ rising. : The first i'srVrie,'
wlthx Ashton's :though capitally
sung by Sammarco, passed unheeded,
and then' to a ;pretty scene of -rock and
river .. the diva .'.appeared. "\u25a0 Hooking
younger ;and: altogether more \u25a0 attract-
ive in face; and figure than ~a* Vloletta.'
And-stlllUherejwas a pause of expect-
ancy while" judgment, for a few mo-
ments halted; almost, ? for I^uola's: open-
ing, air, !'Reguaver Nisilenzib," was
indifferently, even carelessly; sung,' with
several /lapses /from.pitch arid a.strik-
ing lack' of;color;and:, resonance in tha
medium register,; the 'music lying in
the worst "part ,of; the "voice. 1 could
see people turii.toione'a notrier with an
air. of both question and surprise. j

;Allowing, for. the many points in
which" Te.Uazrini'isurpasses -and "goes
beyond the ..-njere- vsin'ser; when all /is
said.'she Is more remarkable as a color-
atu're singer ;than as a purely ilyricjar-
tist'and ,as suchVtlie vocal pyrotechnics

which'Donizetti "provided and which she
certainly amplified,/gave her larger op-
portunity,to exhibit her marvelous nat-
ural vigor.and her, little less marvelous
artistic use of fit to the # bfcst^possible
advantage. ,'\u25a0- \ •_

Xiever was yerdfet ofan audience more
spontaneouH or.Junanimous; -.never ;was
artistic success^rriore complete and un-
qualified. ."Had Tetrazzlni elected to ap-
pear first as Lucia Iimagine that crit-
ical' opinion might have been 'less -va-
ried and various,; for there is no*doubt
that the role .from every point of view
suits her .better than Vloletta.

"Tetrazzinl had just finished her first
big- aria. For;a time it looked as- if
the. opera was to-be stopped then anil
there. But the singer herself checked
the", ovation;by.simply.'raising 1,one: arm.
In an-. Instant the auditorium;* became
stllled.V*people-'leaneri^back* and *cauklit
their 'breaths,*, vaillng«Tfof/*tliVTc»rt^in'
tocfall:.tltat t\i?y ;ml«;ht starts afresh

where.- they had' stopped; and. proceeded

until fatigue intcrfiired.
HER SUCCESS COMPLETE

"Such a, display has not been wit-
nessed or heard in this.city in years,"
cried iMrfc.- Clarence Ala<:ka>- |as the
people '/continued their tribute. Women
in the boxes stood up and waved their
handkerchiefs, land they were followed
by -,hundreds yin the parquet and -in the
balconies. Men potirided one anothc-r
on "the back lna delirium of joy..

- NEWvYORK, Jan. 20.—A throng

of.people werfl^rnad atthe Manhattan
opera house" tonight: Five- thousand
hands beat together in frantic ap-
plause amid a" chorus of "bravas"/for
.Tetrazzinv who;.in a.;few brief mo-
ments, seemingly eclipsed her great
performances of flast Wednesday ;and

'
Saturday.- Superbly gowned women
Iand dignified men united in the trib-
ute .to the marvelous -voice and art
of the new diva, wriose >achievement
had thrilled;them almost to the' point
of intoxication.:

SPECIAL DISPATCH TO'THE' CALL

Reginald de Koven

Frantic Enthusiasm of Her
Hearers Almost Ends

Performance '\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0^jj^

Superb Singing; of Aria Is
Likened to Nightingale

by Opera Writer

New York Audience Accords
Her Greatest Ovation

in Career

UNMASKED
RUEF BEGS
FOR DELAY

TETRAZZINI IS
TRIUMPHANTIN
SCOREOFLUCIA

Eugene Schmitz (upper) jwhose careless 'attitude^ in -court
contrasted with .the nervous, :~. expression worn by
Abraham 'Ruef (lower to left); also* a.;photographcof Alex
LathanV* /formerly Ruef 's - chauffeur,^ over.* a;* talk with whom
•Ruef with Detective"- Burns. :-

~
/

-
-.-'\u25a0•

-

Cwtsaie*fs»[r««»j VS&lvmmtA]

SIMPLICITY OF
EVELYN THAW
STRIPPED AWAY

HITS FISK
HARD BUT

HOLDS JOB
T. J. Ford, Superintendent of

Mails, Files Serious
Allegations

Charges against Postmaster
Arthur G. Fisk, which, if fairly
investigated, must have resulted
in the removal of Fisk or the
summary dismissal of the subor-
dinate who preferred them, were
lodged -with*Postmaster General
Meyer under date of May'4, 1907,

by T. J. Ford, superintendent of
mails in the San Francisco post-

office.
Charges involving pernicious

political activities ascribed to

alleged orders from the post-
office department, supprcsson of
knowledge of a postal service
contract said to be illegal, per-
mission given to favorite*subordinates
to engage in.pri\-ate enterprises t<y the
detriment of the service; employment

of Incapacitated relatives: gross, vio-
lation ot civil service laws; promotion

of incompetent favorites "and resulting

demoralization of.the service; neglect

of duty, lncompetency and failure tto

account for moneys received from pos- ;

tal employes throughout the country

for the benefit of the local employes

after the disaster of April,'l9o6. have
been skillfullypigeon holed 'in the ar-

rhlves of the postofflce department.

The friendship of First Assistant Post- \u25a0

master General Frank Hitchcock and !
Senator Flint has served to stall off j

an investigation which If honestly

made would have fhown up the rot- i
tenness of / the San ,Francisco post- |
office or would have resulted in in-

valuable vindication of Fisk.

ASKS OM.V nE.VFPOI\TME\T .
Reappointment was the only vindica-

tion Fisk sought or that was demanded
for him by his sponsors, Flint and
Hitchcock. The charges hard slum-
bered to the soothing tones of Hitch-
cock's lullaby. Postmaster General
Meyer has pleaded Ignorance of the :

existence* of the charges and kept his \u25a0

promise to Senator Flint by securing

Flsk's nomination, which, according to

information from Washington, is to.be
confirmed without further Investiga-

tion.
*

Superintendent of Mails Thomas J.
Ford, who preferred the charges

Against Fisk, declined yesterday to dis-
cuss them in any way or. to admit or
deny that he had made .th«»^charg.«s

ascribed to him.
"It is reported." said a representa-

tive of The Call tp Ford yesterday,

"that you filed charges, involving in-
competency. pernicious political activ-
ity and neglect- of duty against Post-*
master Fisk. Is that report correct?"

"Itwould be highly improper for me
to discuss with the press or with any

one outside the postoflice department

the subject «f charges against anjvone

in ,the postal service?," was Ford's re-
ply.

"But did you or did you not make
such charges?" the reporter insisted.

POIXTS TO RECORDS

"The records of the department are
the proper source of such information."

"Is the report that you- made such j
charges untrue?"

"I must refer you to the depart-,
went," deprecated Ford, -declining to
give a positive. answer.^

"Has any investigation ofthe charges
'

preferred by you been made b>' the;

department?"
"Iknow, of no investigation,*' Ford \

replied, as he triedMo close thei inter-
view.

dftnfronted with a summary of the ',

contents of the charges filed by him.
Ford declined to:admit or deny that he
had made them or that he knew any-
thing of their truth or, falsity.

The fact is that Ford did- prefer
charges, the purport of which The
Call has received from Washington,

in spite of Hitchcock's efforts to sup-
press the accusations, made, as* he al-;

leged. by aninsubordlnate clerk, whose
dismissal had been recommended. Jt
has not been possible to secure . a

Deputy Derides
Order to Keep Clerks

Out of Politics

Official Acts Is Made
to The Call

Astounding Revelation of Fisk's

Hitchcock Buries Document in
Archives and Scouts Idea

of Investigation
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-
port

is enjoying a .real jestate boom. , , Page 11

MININGPHBBI - '
Leaders '• decline V. on

-
'.the mining exchange,

but
s.nonie of 'the

1" '
lower

-
priced \stocksffegls-

ter gain*.'' ; . ,",, - ...;'. v>; '.'^:\}.Page;ls
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Mimt^'Anlta I)m^s_ inflfes;clrls of younger *et
to*luncheon ;at her

'
Uome *in Washington. street"
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Jerome Makes "Angel Child"
Show Herself Under His I

Pitiless Questioning ]

Prosecutor Quickly Dispels
\u25a0,- Atmosphere Brought by

"Sob School"

Woman's Wit Leads' Her to Hit
Back With Story of

Suicide Attempt

SPECIAL DISPATCH TO THK CALL
;NEW YORK,;Jan; 20.^Under the
first onslaughtvirione of the most
severe cross-examinations :to which a
woman was iever subjected in a court
in-this city, Evelyn <Nesbit Thaw to-
day dropped the mask of in-
nocence. -

She;reu-aled -Jherself ;as /a
shrewd .woman of the ,world, at times
more: than: a match for District^At-
torney, Jerome, her questioner!; :

;.':' At the morning {session of the
criminal branch of the supreme
court,;where her husband is on trial
for the

-
killing.of Stanford White,

Evelyn Thaw .repeated the story ;of
her" downfall in the studio of the
architect. ;Her .voice was tremulous
as she told: tlJ*^"degrading, details of
her [associations: ;with White, 'but she
did not weep. She toid her story with
almost cnildish simplicity' and: candor,
and it was* evident - she was. trying
hard to make the jurors see her an
unsophisticated girl who barely un-
derstood the position in which srfe was
placed. .

"

.Within less than five,minutes rafter
Jerome began his cross examinatlon,of

hef.'ia :remarkable transformation took
place in' Evelyn Thaw. The, counter-
feit simplicity \u25a0 disappeared; arid--'in. its
place' there \ were-^sisi-iwmetvtal acute-
ness, anger.I'skillful'verbal ':fencing and
fidrolt 'dodging »•that /enabled':: her / "to
avoid; most of the traps the prosecutor
had laid for her. \"'• i-\~i-'
ADROITLY DRAWS HER OUT
'Any' sympathy that -may have been
felt, for' the "angel. child" was dis-
pelled;'.little :by.... little as", the7 adroit
prosecutor asked questions calculated
to elicit answers that would show
Evelyn to be. cunning, and a worldly
wise woman. He. succeeded In dispell-
ing the Laura Jean Libby atmosphere

that has" been created ,by the historical
women;writers .known here facetiously
as the "sob squad." . '. . ,<,;;;;
".Mrs. Thaw's story,:was broken into
today, by -the constantly repeated, in-
terruptions :by.'the prosecution, \ which
sought to- exclude all*details on the
ground ofJmmateriaiity. The frequent
objections ledJ Justice \ Bowling toIre-:
qugst Littleton to•cut this;examination
as. short as possible. .Littleton took
the course officially;suggested, to -find
that on cross examination. Mr. Jerome
insisted upon reading; from last year's

record nearly every word jthe'fwitness
had, then' uttered.' ;He, did' this .under
the privilege of framing new,questions.

Littleton objected to -it,
-

declaring
that the district attorney,' by- reading
thef former testimony in a disagreeable
manner, was trying to discredit :Evelyn
in7 the eyes of the;jury when r he \could
not discredit her .in any

-
way. "by a

direct question.' Jerome :made', no at-
tempt to disguise a; tone of complete
contempt in*'reading ». the testimony.
Contempt also- characterized ~most^ of
the questions, hey put \ to '\u25a0{"the* witness,

whom;he attacked in .the, loudest 'voice
he has yeti used',at the trjal.

Jerome' plunged:immediately into the
more intimate \u25a0 details; of the testimony
and ,-made ;no;delicate -choice *

of
'
words

in framing his questions. ?V/ .:.Xlttleton's objections \6n,the ground of
"offensiveness :.;and;

' Impropriety"V fre-
quently, were sustained ;.by. the ?court.
;Mrs.-iThaw matched[wHs~a gainst both
District Attorney,.Jerome ;and* his asso-
ciate," Mr.'Garvan.twho -.was ever at his
chief's elbow withi'new suggest ions. Sho
fenced

"
with. them ;a s

'
ski11fully%a s ':\u25a0 smV

did: a year;ago, ;an<l. at itimes.- reflected
the mood- of-the: district by,
answering'' *

in aKvolce/JpTtch'edi.in^s
loud;a.k"ey.j as his .own!. The '?' prosecu-
tor's pitiless .and -aggressive ;:questions
often struck J flre,* ''and -once/ .'whcii
Jerome.* demanded; to;know:if"the -young
woman;had-;toid • Thawi certain Vthings,
she:replled:/%. \u25a0\u25a0'[\u25a0

-
i.: .

OBJECTS TO-HIS; LAXGUAfiE
':.VTe^^lttold^hini;ibut!li<lldrnot-iise
theilanguage you are using.'.'

\u25a0- ;_ "Don't', argue, wittiy"me,7:;:madime,"
shouted Jerome, "whoitheri- had the reply
stricken, fromithie* record.' -,' \u25a0 . <

-,\u25a0• But:»ne new^ifeature^appeared' in'the
testimony^ of the witness. . Thisifjjrcu?
wh'eri^sheltold about Thaw) swallowing

Monte Caiio in 19 1̂^^^|^t'^mpt,g£
Gran^tdt«l^n^«e^pf|rS^r^w¥gS
talked^^SlcM^Jsl^^^^^^^^^^h&alsuggested ItriaTfsli^flarsoTtake^o??!
son,;as|bothitheirJHves!hadib^eenjrulned.-
Mr«^!ba^^^l^^^^^^^ed^^^^^1
tnfl tlm^jfi'n^tfqt^^{«?j[jri{g|mind*^^Sh^

;#HE %
."\yillBegin Next in The Sunday Gall

ma§RY E. WILKINS FREEMANThe San Francisco Call.
MyNew Novel

x "SIR RICHARD ESCOMBE"
WillBegin XexttSunday inThe Sunday Gall

MAX PEMBERTON

SANnFRANCISGO^ ;.T]p;SD^:;:JANTMRY^;i2I?
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Bishop ; Conaty Sends. Letter
v i-Instructions to Each"

;Parish: in;Diocese , ;

UWs •:dio-
'

f^se^l^^lIss;ued^direc tiohs t:x6ja11
'
,the

!p^lests|of}ttieXdlocese|a"nd?tU>:tr (vconsrc"-':
fgr^i^sltjijprja^forlrain^^lettef^vJth'
rniatter"-has; :I)peu sehtjtoTeachfpd"rlsh?ihi
th* eliyjand vicinity. •"\u25a0 . '

"...'

jJownpq^^^mes^Bj^hpp^Cdnatyiijsso'edi
"a^similarlordc?.:"o nro before.';The relarft
imany« indlicat 1oris \u25a0 of. train{todiy^SSMM^


