
iramilton Gibson, tells of making a
very good Ink from the coprinus and
writing or drawing with It. At least
one can take a little stick and -scrawl
its own name with- its own ink over
the smooth ground. This strange man-
ner, of melting away makes it of spe-

cial'lnterest to students, though it is
not so fine from the standpoint of mere
beauty..

This is one of the black spored spe-
cies and it disseminates Its spores- in

this inky manner.

WONDERFUL
Indeed are tha

things of nature which scien-
tific research and exploration
are bringing to light. One of

the most wonderful, and undoubtedly
the most terrible of all the things
which have been discovered, at least so
far as the vegetable kingdom is con-
cerned, is a tree commonly known
among botanists as the "devil tree."
Strange though Itjnay seem, this tre«
devours living creatures, such aa birds,

small wild animals and in a few in-
stances,-if reports of. explorers who
have seen the tree be true, even human
beings have been Its victims.

When it is full grown the devil tree,
which Is shaped like a huge pine-
apple, is from^lS to 15 feet la -height

and measures about 12 feet &circum-
ference at its base. The leaves, which
are from"ls to ISInches wide and near-
ly 20 Inches thick, are^of a dark green-
ish color arid hang from the top of tha
tree, their tips touching the. ground.

.giving the whole tree the appearance
of the folds of a closed umbrella. Just
above the portion of the trunk where
the v leaves shoot out are two rounut

discs growing one over the other. From
these discs a sweet juice Is constantly

extldlng. . Itia this juice that lure? th*
victims to the tree. One drop Is said
to be sufficient to cause immediate in-
toxication.

Around these plates, or discs, are set
long, green tendrils, resembling the
long arms of the cuttle fish. When*
inactive, a3 they always are unless dis-
turbed.by the touch of a foreign body,
the;tendrils hang limply toward the
ground, to \u25a0 all.appearance as harmless
as the ivy which clings to the oak. But
let any, living/creature, a bird, mouse,
or whatever it may.be, but come In
contact with them, instantly, these long,'
snakelike :arms

'
are set .in motion and

before the victim-
—

having already

tasted of the juice;and become intoxi-
cated—is able to make its escape, it H
entangled .and.* firmly held. But this
is not the only action which takes place
while. thV:tendrils ar« holding the \t*i-

tim in their grasp. No sooner is the
creature caught within the pnare than
/these great

-
boardllke leaves ;begin.to

rise,until at last they staad upright.
forming a mighty pres3. Little by

little Ufa is crushed out of the victim.
Still the pressure Increases, causing the
body to be ground Into a pulp. Then
iit.la. that the purpose of the tree is ac-
complished. As

-~
one might

'
drink.the

liquid.from .'crushed fruit, so.thls ter-
rible monster of the vegetable world,
through the suckers that cover the long
tendrils, gathers up the crushed mass
ofilta victim.;

" ' . v*-;
/As long aas there 'ls a particle of the

'creature's body leftupon which to feed,
'the; leave* remain in their upright posi-
tion: but the moment the suckers have

|. finished; their,- work •and there is no
longer anything but bones and feathers,

if a bird be" lts /prey, the leaves relax
and fall back to their original position,
permitting --what. Is left In their grasp
to drop back, to-the ground at the base
of tha'/treer, It\was In tbeao piles
:of bones '-tliatia'skeleton. of a.numan
being, »was; found, -thus showing hCw
;powerful:are "the leaves of this fiend-
ish tree. BSPVHEm;";IThe!devil tree, ao far as \u25a0la known \u25a0at
.the present -

time. ;'Is,found only In the
Island of;Sumatra,""' In'Australia .and in
Mexico. > The one" whlcn was discovered
in'-Mexico only a ihort tlme>go im- .
Ipressed upon the botanist who found it
? that 'all he had read :as to ;the habits
of this

;species of,trees .was _trac7After
\u25a0watching it for a.number of days and
-seeing ,it devour a large bird,, he
? thought.that for a personal experiment
he would touch / one of vthe- tendrils.
Much

• to his ;surprise he found that be-"
ifore;hlai;finger could .be,withdrawn./ the
.tip'ofithe arm /was' wrapped around his
ifinger"so "securely- that ?It: took;all tha
'strength he possessed tcXwrench it from
the vlsellko grip In which it wa3 held.
In^dolng: so.";however.* all the flesh was
itorn:from"the'bone.' S All the' while h«
/was ;in clutches of this on© tendril.
Hhe~otherarms were reaching out as far
as ;possible ;Infan 'effort

'
tqi|wf»p>lthajQ

-
|silv—faround

•
hla oody.

A Fiendish Tree
Found in Sumatra
Burton Jackson Wyman

ONE
of the many good things

that th« United States depart;
ment of agriculture is doing Is
the sending out of bulletins re-

lating to our edible and poisonous

Meadows and open woods offer us the
choicest of foods, but we pass their
gifts by, either because oourr r eyes are
unseeing or because, having no
knowledge, we are afraid of them.

But when our Uncle Samuel takes
the trouble' to describe in simple lah-
cuage some of • the common varieties
we would be foolish indeed not" to take
•idvantage of his instruction.'

If man's efforts to grow, food fail
now and then there is always nature's
unfailing crop of wholesome mush-
rooms to fall back upon. And there Is
nothing more delicious or nourishing.

Xo fruit or vegetable can gratify our
;<>ve of beauty more fully or. give'us
greater romance in the gathering.

There are several kinds of fungi far
in flavor and delicacy to the

ordinary field mushroom or agaricus
<-amestrfs, which is the one generally
seen in our markets.

Ail through the Santa Cruz moun-
tr.ins are pounds and pounds of deli-
cious food going to -waste because
knowledge concerning fungi is scarce-
It is. of course, most important that' we
I\~ cautious, but a due amount of com-
mon sense, coupled with careful study,
ought to be safeguard enough.

One of the easiest varieties' to dis-
tinguish and one that is said to have
no poJsonous counterpart is. the.copri-

nus comatus." The common name, if so
« little known a thing lias a common

name, is horsetail mushroom— comatu?
meaning "hairy" and therefore sug-
gesting the name.-

Grows in the Open Woods
It grows In the open woods, along

the roadside or at tlvs edge of pasture's.,
sometimes in groups, sometimes singly!
When in condition to eat It is pure
white. sJjaggy soft hairs tipped with

brown hanging unevenly around, with
.pink gills. It Is cylindrical in shape,

with an average height of five to six
inches, though Ihave seen them fullj
10 and 12 inches high. Ithas a little
bald head, of a soft light brown color
generally. Tlvi stem is pure white,
liollow, and has a little ring or collar
cf white, ufattacr.ee. somewhere up or
down Its length. Sometimes it is
caught by a fine thread near the top;

sometimes it is broken and hanging
ijuite lqpsely near th,o base.

Nothing cleaner or daintier looking
can be imagined than a colony of these
white closed umbrellas that look as if
.i party of fairies had stuck-thelr han-

Eloise Roorback dies In the ground and were 'just round
the corner waiting.for us to get out or
sight before claiming their property.
They never unfold until' their edible
stage has passed, when they begin to

show: that peculiar faculty of all co-
prlni, that of turning, black and'melt-
ing away; deliquescing is the proper
name for this process. The black ink-
like fluid drips from the expanded edge,
staining the, grass or ground or!mush-
room7that is near i*. '

\
- '

\u25a0

'
-\u25a0

DiriieliffHton the o&io&:^^;^t:QewMjt^P.
WillScarlet

LIVES
of great men all temind us

that biographers have sweat blood
in- their efforts. to tell even the*
most -trivial details • concerning

the persons of ;\vhom they,.wrote, t-:As
a consequence we.today; possess ;the
delectable :information -..'that .."Tennyson
reveled*, in mutton chops; -that/ Nero
used a ;green diamond as/a monocle;

that •Washington 1 joined .the /Masons;.
that 'Landor/once; worked 'up• an appe-
tite- by, throwing his /"cook; outiof --.the
window. Certainly, /the :biographers

-
1

Have done -themselves
-
proud. -,;/,"?- ;~

•Biographers .are £reticent
on/ this .-; point; / /.They,v don' tvaeem". to
know—at I;any frate^they^don't 3choose '
to" tell'ua—-how"; their "heroes: and j. their
heroines .began th6j day.vIFrom one
•pointof view, to'bc sure/ithey^areipet-)
>fectly 'justified.,

'
How Tajman .tumbles;•—-or; crawls-^out >of£bcdi'!a,"f o/fter ?all,-

that tman's ;:private »jbusiness f and "as
'auch 7 should ;? be/ hidden J; from tha >un•"
hallowed' gase:of fafcurlbusiwqVld.^But ;
the v.1ettera *aJman s writ£s 'are 11ko wise 'Istrictly';-private 55Vand Ayetv.biograph6rß>
make :no> scruple V"of4editing;- andipub-v
llshing;. the [moBt^;"confidential -^Tcorre-"
spondence": of

*
great *,wien.* "The

they 'tell '.usi'sflrelof2Interest r.because/:r.because/ :

they .throw «a"ssldclight£ohTcharacter."
But docs not'the=.way;in*,whlch tatman?
vacates f-hls '\u25a0' pillow^'liketrlie -.throw a?
aidelight on*^character ?<lOf;course itdoes;; and ;,ajclear^whitejlight|attthat.i
'After all5a"; manlmay :boj;poking -when ,
he writes'a":letter The /cannot ibe:pßsing^
when vhe Awakes Klip;, "For this reason i
aod-i others iitUs.vbyjfar Xmore- educa-'-
ft!onal;.to*know.^the details rof<*Abelard'fll
arisingMhan'to < learn ?byj;heart lall;the.
nice r things ,',heV was cWont to 'write;to

;m'Jady;Heloi6e^-3.; "/->/./"\u25a0 ;,.:' v v

-rjamie;Boswell;la<rlshtly/regardedtas- :
.the"|prlnc6;of;biographese,iand(he!occu-i
pies $;hia 9 pedestal"; chleiiy^because*; he"
tells /us ,wha t:weTall'crave sto i;know—-
whenV and/ how' theijgreats Dr.fJohnabn'/
waßiWont \u25a0•. to;disentangled, himself ifrom.;
the farm*"ofiMorpheus.^: ;The ;grult•' old
lexicographer used to rig© early— in the
aft9rnoon^Holwerit|to'bed^atNhn-th*-i
morning and dreamed dreams emanat-
ing from numerous; serves of- stewed
kidneys and countl*«s 4'dlahea'ijof strong
tea. Hit wakinr hour was \u25a0impressive
In the extreme. Boßweir himself could
notdo It i

"Raeselat"; *must *-zhay« /;twisted and
'

groaned' and^anorted! /;;"*
-

Itis'not-generally, known.that Buf-'
fon, the "French naturaliat,. is the -au*
tobiographer paramount;: but he is. The
reaaonlia^obviom^KeiflVMiftfeharm."
inglyldetailed ;description -ofIhis fman-t
ner^of: gettinf^up.l?Bttf*on^lit|appeara*
wasfthejvlctimiOf good intentions.-jEachv
night/^he|risolyedlto?rla«|wlthJthe]suh,f
and eachl m(>rning|tHeyaunS gotgso^ far|
ahead'bfhimUhathe'abandonedltheiat-l
temper Something :had toIba'done; ;He?
called:his ;valet"

"Joseph." j^aid'the'naturalist, :"I"want
tbigetlup; early." v /

'\u0084•"/"Yes|'*m6nsleur." \u25a0'.-;-i '-'.v ••/.-.:.'.'Andll-want you* to callme early."
//"y6s;.morisieur.", :-'^J'T S^ •?\u25a0\u25a0..•/"' '\u25a0

"
','/.'... I

':'..- "And/if:Idon't wake -• up)' call me
»again.">/ .*>/ /r

•.'-'-Yesp. Monsieur." ./ ; ."/...-:.:.
/'And/if;I

*
don't move. come-Jn; and

,shake r;me."_y,-jr'.k
'.\u25a0-', "Yes, moi^leur.": .. \u25a0\u0084 '.'..'.":-: \u25a0,\u25a0,.,.-.»'""
-'.."And \u25a0\u25a0if>l"-,don't get :up ;right away,
well—you -make-; me.""'-. .

.\u25a0r ;'V,'.Ye*s.'.'mbnsieur.'.v.l .:..//. -• '
%./ . '

Joseph; was'bowing himself jout^of
the. room v.heirßuffon called 1litm back.*;
\u25a0/:;AridVj6seph. "/:.;\u25a0 <;'.'\u25a0 - i'--.\'

<\u25a0
•."Yes,;monsieur.'' i

s \u25a0\u25a0'\u25a0'<\u25a0
"Ifyou puccced I'll give youa^hand-'

/•Next < morning5 the ivaletiralert *and
cfiocrfulv:rappedfeetitly_'at\hisfmaßter*a'
door.'">,; No? response. ;'lie;rapped "loudly.;

iSUencs still.;. Ho-entered :and^calldd* outi
*thattlt:Avaslt|me!"tb"<bo.j'stirrlng";;-'.Noth"-'
irig \u25a0' 6tlrrfid."t;-,Then\ ho .:took <Buffon by.

the "flho\slclcis:-'ttrid:vßliookNhim*; jfehtly,
but/'flrmiy. Button^ crunted" and

/ Joseph/to ::let-litm;;a|ono; and "go pros-j
:pectlngiin/ft"etranse country. ./Joseph*
gave^upHnJdespftlr.:' /v*-/- - -

\u25a0 //
"

': :But*4'handful ;Of.'franca is something.'
r'notStd'itio-JdespSeodiv- Joseph got'an'r In-
1splrktlon.'"'jLike:aiflash 'iho,reached! over/j
itorei-ithe /5bedclotliesj:; from his!
\master's clieud fandiliyng

'
them*(byer ;thc•

ifoot'Ofithe].bed/{|ThdnT?grabbtnfflup^ths)
jpitcheriofIwutonthat'iitood on the,was!i/»f.'
stand,; lie 'otnptloJ 'It*deftly/all over tht*"
bedcandXdashedSforltheJdbor.^ ,;;> ;

'

lie"daehed (\u25a0 nolllitmomentitoo 5aoonh
;The*drlpp IngB nat vrallat\tookf.a*jfly1ntf!
;leapV?la"ndcd?lnl|the!mldaidjofith"e|flo6f»j
nridf started* ttfter^theTterrorlsejdivale:.^
IThe tchaeoj lasted; several But*
fon -fell5 upon!? Joseph^ poutidedjawayi

;with:bdtht flsts:and skicke,d najclfcctively ;

as -hel'sTcduld iwithlbare Jfeet. *\u25a0 ,:*/•
•An^hour? later^the^beir; rang jin-Biif-:

;fon's
''Btuay.7, v!Joseph "{answered "^ithnot

"
:

/wlthoutttrepldatlonrtiThe'-master'heKl
(?utl a"handful of.glittering francs.
./,''Here,* s youiscoundrel jilYouvelearnetl:
:your'money.'^\/^-Z:'- ;://;^:'/"''^iC-.-.i'-', '\u25a0

-
\u25a0'

:;Getting;up is \u25a0really, a* fine art., This;
Ifact %yf&nfunconscibusly.? recognised ';,byi
a . friend foffmlheIwhom•I'i ohfieTaecom^?pahledf;onSal fortnight's Shunting Itrlp.'j
We camped .in,the open, fio those |ofius.

'whoTchanceditoibalawake^hadUhelop-t
fportuhity jof fbbfervirigrIhowjSmith 1wit':
jwont/UosshalteKoffilUUs^downyiileep::;
Kls:elaborate! preparaUonsibeganKthe:
;evening 'tftort. He T?double:
blanketsAYejctra Vilong,£ and" Vstrotched^
\u25a0them'outsln^a-alnglejrow:: iTh"en"he'
;began itat >'; his :ilfeet :;and and

'

'he |bor«ja| atnking ]resemblance T to \an"
;Egyptian irnummy.jrjTluisJ rarrayed,^hQ'
\u25a0would- execute Ja."stage -fall hand^ sleep j

;the?sleep|bf/theVjust^QneTmightUhirik?
?Smith'|coujd|juJstTaslVell«turn|inplikel
fa|^Chfist|an;"ibutvSmlth:-kneV;"what-he;

r
'/.,;:, i^-:-..:;: \u25a0"\u25a0/

"

:";..",-
'

;\}i
:~-{j>'

InXthe:mornirig "-when :the^ rest ,of.'us
a'la 'Il'gut)rlQUSly rora

c oiir.'dewv enameled eoverlngg Smith
'.Iwould;/simply^ rolliand "roll.;untilrX'he '.
.-had f^rolled^outioff/his vmultitudinous
v ewathes"; ;He vclalmed^that-. his .>method'

;'\u25a0 was'superior to"all.other;ways-of get-
tingiup, as it;createdLthe^deluslon'that'

'he -wasj just.rolling)over^in'bed,"" and
.".thaf 'the 7surprise iioccasioned -".by *iroll-:;
\~ing ;f;free of

'
the

-
blankets :and;into ( the

had a7 most effect"
/ionHhlo.;; constitution. /.

Ana- yet^Smlth^was- pathetically in-
coVisi stent. •.-.; Hej-Z abandoned

-
his '- much \u25a0

/vaunted', system ;';of;rising '/{about^^the
--middle, of •;.'the f second ;weekVand -;even";

punch *the.:head
"

Ofiany
.'one'iWho /would so

*
much "as; allude ;to Ifi

;.yThis -As\ howiIt*came Iabout.*: \u25a0

,pitched fcampj for•.* the night ''ohythel top c
\u25a0s of^'afsmall,? steepShlllCTentlreiy -devoid"
of Urees, ;withfa'"tiriy/strMmvoftmoun£ _\u25a0-.

;tain 3snow iwater/ sweeping ground .its /
base. J

:
Afteriperforining? his (customary >

• -gyrations -that night^Smlth V/took his
;fallland landed oh"- the iveryi

crest; of,"theTdefillyitysSln\the| morning^
iheiwasitheUast'toJaAvakeX; He' snorted,:
:shivered '\u25a0 and *;then ;,began? hU,morning.-
roll.'/: The^: third' revolution?": sent .him

'Spinning^: dbwn'-./thatVhilli.i-slde^Hke" ay

of2oldiclbthes." r: Whea 'half:way
"to

'th.^..bottom /he *'swung ree:'6t jthe \<
last fo\a:jof tblanket /and v swept *down ,\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0

|andf down CtlU-^kerplunk^hey flopped -.
{'picturesquely.' into jthe- stream* ofisnow s
:-water. •/,:../ , "<^SBSSSUSS^^^^^^^^i^whcnrnsomejifewi minutes!:; later, "her;icameqchatterihg^up S the Vhlll's.he^ said z.

oV:?n
*
ect iof

/surprlßefon *his .constitution, i?-'*Ju«t;What' he didtsay'ls; immaterial: and
~

Clrrelevaht^./.-//C/v^''^'"-"'' ';"I- -'-"\u25a0'-'' ','•':'";_.'
..-V'QO; to 'the;ant, Jthou sluggard," the
f:V/iiet;Man V;sweetly jsadvises*; us, "and
ilcaVinwlsdom.'.'/^Trulyianiexpcnent :.blt'':
Vof-cOunßol:";i \u25a0•l3ut?. would"i you learn the

rgetlihg^up? -seek/;
\u25a0i knowledge $frbtn• the * familyIcat.*C :See, ;.
iyonder," 111 1there Sis •;Ebony,"asleep iln \u25a0 the \u25a0

/sun.":*:call^ ;his aname -and -place "that
:-. saucer ";of;:mllk
|stand -aside 'and ;observe \ his \ feline1ma- \

?JestyilnUhe'suprerneiactsoflth«fdayr:;v:
> -\ Ebony deliberate^ stretches his fore •
;iiegs;'ithenzhisfthind^legs^ then/ allihis"
•?leKs;tbgether.l3Helrepoatß-thls;deiight^:
|ful|operatlon]»ev«ralulmeß,']for4wise;ls
:> he :'ln|hi« jgeneratlonYftndf quick
% th6 fadvanitage Jof;aome [simple physical \

v Ho/:teems J;to ;>.have v fallen"-]
/asleep *again ;^but~no!^;lHe^blihks hi3
'eyes = slowlyjandiluxurlouslylatneast;-a\

iscorejof JtlmesTand'jthenlppens his mouthfi?4b: its'*capacity land v /Oh.'", ye/ that >
I/would|master/theTgentle) aft|ofIget ting|
p'up,^observeiWjell'sthe;mannerjof*Ebbny*s^
Syawhing.l,There Tisfnbthlrigihalf,hearted,^.
!4nothins/cqnyentlonal ;fabout>fliat*yawn.' ;

Xt s lsmail/embracing.^l /embracing.^ iSo 'vmassive gand' 1;
K. tangible? Is js"It"thatiEbony l.must;; have

~
|improvlsedflti:at^the^very|tlp;7of ;hls v
fgentlylundulating7sableUalL'XAndinow|;
|Ebohy^ gruhts^placidly— lt? Is
Prellef (tbJgetUhatjyawnJoutS'ofihlsJajr^
iUem-^andf slowly,' very slowly/ rises v-to .
3His£feet.s^HeTgravely^shiff ajthelmorn- g
•ingcair,fsuddenly Espies *that^isaucer fof

'

y,milk,:and ? the 1rest <is business.' V
.::^:/--; -:-.vy-/:v^-;v: . . \u25a0

IN
these days of "reconstruction/*

when the word is upon everybody's

lips:and wo are all;so intensely, in-
terested in the rebuilding of our be-

loved city,-1 think-It would not be at
•all'Vamiss to* consider the- wonderful
work of "reconstruction" that has been
going on In the lives of some, ever
since the morning of the "great dis-
aster." We certainly got an awful
shaking up that morning, and some of
the people Iknow, were shaken outiof
the habits of a lifetime and . somehow

\u25a0 or other have never been able to regain

them. -I,have time and space for but

one illustration, and while it may all
-sound like a fable Ican vouch foritie
:trutlvof every word, and consideration
for ithe feelings of the prim spinster
alone prevents" my giving you the evi-
dence-

This "bachelor woman" "was born In
the early days of San ,Francisco, how
early Ihave -never had the courage to
inquire. Her family was fairly well
to do and after completing her ;edu-
cation, she settled down at home to

.wait -for -the" man who 1 never came.*
Being an only, child, petted and.hu-.
morcd, she :gradually acquired -vary

selfish habits^ loved to be waited upon

and was veryjfond jof sympathy; often
she would re'maln in bed" for days at
a time, feigning illness, simply for the
pleasure of being waited upon and sym-.
pathized with. This habit /grew upon
her;until;for'."2o yoars before the ."fire"
she "had "never .'. left -her 'bed and had
-never seen '-, a.} human :being. 1excepting
•her ';motherland physician, her father
!having;dled several* years >previously;
so "finicky"was ishe\t hat she could not
tolerate the sound' of a stranger's voice.
The 'i physician \u25a0 claimed that ;. there was .
no evidence, of:any disease,' eltherjnen- .

\u25a0 tal ?.'or •;physical, ,\but \u25a0 as ;her .mother .
-found ilV.much .easier to- humor, than
Oppone.her. ;she- was fallowed to have her
own?,wKy«~ :Her \u25a0 meala

'wer• brought to.
her

'
bedside; and:often •she -would', have :

to.>b6 ;fed."
- Shei-was,;utterly.;helpleM.

This *condition ;,of;affairs,went
"'
on.\ as

"

-I:have; sftidr'foi 20 .years.
i
'

Thh *mornlhg^of
*
the:earthquake ;she.

wan .sleeping peacefully, little • dream-
ing what the \u25a0 day

'
held In store: for.her,:,

nor that Jthis;\waa/ to^bo » thef morning \u25a0

,of!hei "resurrection.'' '? The }flrstfshake ;
\brought \ theirichimney/ down

-
and sent

it">rashing|through ithe* roof;into the
'rdomiwhere'lllss\ Prudence: was" sle#p-7
ing.'.^ With!"&".bound 'find- a scream !%be :

'.was 'out of bed, huutied into some cloth-
ihjr,iushe<l; Unto;her^mother's; room,: as- -
listedIher

* to"dress
'
and' then, made \u25a0;her I

way out" Into:ithe ?streets -There *;she
:got- acquainted .withr her,::neighbors,;
matle"«icr mother comfortable and laid

•plans *.for^ poss lb!e emergencies, .'.That
'night ;'fthe .md

- her" mother camped \u25a0 out •

in the back yard/ The .'next^ morning,
feeling;confident *that •:they Lwould soon
have to':l«?ave ithe 'old home, :Miss Pru- :
doncelpullediherself r together, and; for;
fonccx,b«canae

~
theihead'- of:the

-family.
She' gathered J together >allNthe .small
:art!dks 'of.value aridlhurlcd them; made;
iup."a 'bundle "Of,*clothing/ and

-
andithus laden* made her/way .\u25a0\u25a0with": Her *>

imother 1to'iFort: Mason; and later on to
the vPresidio,

-
where* she ;\u25a0 lived ? for two

.weeks inVa
-
ten t, doing "; everything

'
for .;

herself ?and:;mother,'even; standing^ lor.
t

hours ?: at Ca_
-
time

'
in.:theV- '.'bread •'line";

•/waiting for"»rations." .When" conditions
"

b'eciimc!7 more ;settled :she
'
rented" a r:little *,

flat," still "doing,, her.-own ;work. >Then: ;
.when thr-J lrsurance t*n*'oh«':3r.'came] ln she \
hustlod afound/con3ui*f d architects'and
]carpenters

-
and l;soon .had;:her !house ,

under ;way." A;short L time 'ago ltjwas
conmleted;and;she:and;hcr mother now
.occupy ? a*'much :beautiful

'
home \u25a0

-.than s the¥one? destroyed "by "
fireV- ,;She :

*has ? also)several^ Hats .course "of
fconstruction.iattehdirg-to all the!little,
details 1herself. V;Her tcheeks \ are -rosy;'
her, ey«s :brignt;and her:step: buoyant.,

=She fr«:quent3 [the/theater, and Occasion- .
•ally;the skcting.rlrik/^She'is often seen'
rtaklng^aYspinjin^ an 'a_uto\\^ith;a"; smart
[looking;sea,; captain fand [the 'early 'days
ofs. the . new/:year/; willJ see'-' her',;: safely \

slaunched >upon ;the^, sea of rmatrimony. .;
//..Was 5 not fthe {earthquake faj-blessing:
!tofsuch;a3;she. fand;is;irotUhls?master-

paasingl
;y>'n»tpSTJßffii

The Earthquake ,
And the Spinster
Frederick W. Ely

So,. remembering that this mushroom
is almost pure white (just browned a
littleon top and along- the tips of shag-

gy hairs), gills pink or,flesh color: that
it is cylindrical fin<shape,. only expand-
ing when the edible stage is.over;. not-
ing also that the stem; is -hollow, -and
making sure 'that • it- is growing In a
clean place, you can begin 'a.'- bunt for
a most appetizing treat*

After the first rains, when ths ground

is well soaked, you can begin to search
for.them. C&kInto -the ;open woods,
where the ligjit• and :shade la about
equal,'; and: very llkely.-,you ;wlll find
them alongside . the .path or the old
wood 'road that' you walk;on. It[re-
quires **a. trained "eye to find the first
mushroom., , v •:- '•-\u0084:•' j(\.'..;.'

You stand 1still and: look carefully at

\u25a0
\u25a0 •-\u25a0 '":'.\u25a0*""\u25a0

-
\u25a0
'
, \u25a0;\u25a0'.:\u25a0 -\u25a0 ;•'•"\u25a0 •-.

-
V. »

the .ground and .see nothing -but leaves ;"\u25a0;
or pebbles -or;clods of earth; or.patches :

.of grass. .'Some jexpert [points out one
little brown,' leaf-like, spot and you -see .';

then\ltls not a leaf, but a mushroom.
Looking closer/ more seem ;to jump into
sight. ;"It js as }if'. a .. magic veil ".had * <. been' removed and you .wonder.why. you

'

jcouldfnot ilia've*seen rthehi -before.'
Ihave Hooked ';at:,a -plot'of ;ground, \u25a0 :

seeing nothlng*that.I.was" looking for:
—

then a' little1 variation in;shape or the

r color of a.) leaf ;. would,catch \my atten- :

tlon. It is Ahe mushroom lam search-
ing:,for/- and > so, knife in" hand, /I.;go ;.

-, down on ray,knees and dig it,up." '.Next
'

to it is- another, 1 next; to that s anotheri|2 ;
thena\ whole clump, and' soon a whole J,
basket la: filled few; feet~of ,
ground* that -I-was Just about, "to give. ;
up as' Impossible.' The hunters >tellius_;.
that , when they are looking for deer .;

;:they;see ;only:deer. So- when we .look
*

for.'• mushrooms we do' not wee "'the:.,
-leaves, -sticks or stones fso /much,' but .\
;only mushrooms catch our eye. ~ .
AvDelicious "Method
\u25a0-There, are many ways to cook these

'mushrooms. Here' lsone' way to pre-
pare coprinus" coinatus: Wash care-
fully!under, a hydrant, so that the dirt

'

particles are removed from ths glll».

Break ".'into small: sections, using the
stem as well as the; top. Put a. small
piece of butter in the frying pan and

when hot throw in the broken mush-
rooms. Coyer .with;lid and .let simmer
or fry slowly.

"
When tender .(in per-

haps 15 minutes) :put In enough .milk
to rfcovvsr;well ,and thicken with flour
and. butter. r Add salt. "This;ls one of
the best ways of preparing them,- but
they., can be cooked with beefsteak,
broiled, 'fried or baked.
••; CoprInus coma tvs, horsetail or shaj-
gy/mane mushroom: ...
•Cap .or_pileus-r'Whlt«. Tips of shag-

gy
'
hairs lightibrown.. Cylindrical 1?

shape when young, expanding Into"be/
shape when]older" and^tneltlng away A
inky} .manner. Average height .of
perfect specimen, ifive or six inches.

Stem or!stipe—^-Whlte, hollow.
'Ring->--Generally unattached, though

sometimes hanging by a hair. near top
of stem;- sometimes -laying on groui/

at base of stem.

Gills—White or tinged with pinK

when young," turning'black when old.
Spores— Black, elliptical.

Flesh
—

Delicate,, dainty, nutty flavor
somewhat. One of the finest of .all tht
mushrooms. t

"Time—Fall, after first raini.
-Habitat—Open 'woods, by roadsides,

along -cleared trails or edge of pas-,

tures/
Authorities consulted

—
-Various bul«

letlns issued by United States depart*

tnent of agriculture; Nina L.Marshall,

•The Mushroom Book"; William H.
Gibson, "Edible Toadstools and Mush-
rooms."

'

The San Francisco Sunday Call;

HOW TO KNOW AND HOW TO FIND
THE BEST MUSHROOMS


