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destroyers was unknown, their move-
being silent and until
in the same year on the night of No-
vember 30 a bedy of approximately 200
mesked and disguised men rode into
one of the strongholds
of the trust, took possession of the
place, drove the population of some-
thing near 3,000 back into their homes
and laid in ruins three of the largest
warchouses in the state filled to thelr
capacity with tobacco belonging to the
alleged monopoly, and escaped without
a casualty so far as known. The fire

of Kentucky, Mott Ayres, a
and conscientious official, has-
tened to the scene to investigate the
outrage, but he was powerless to act.
The evidence was insufficient.

From that time for quite a while
peace and gquietude ruled supreme in
the tobacco district, farmers were re-
cefving & good price for their crop and
fears of another Night Rider outbresak
were not entertained.

But the spirit of storm had not sub-
sided, and the smoking embers of
1rouble were only resting to blaze
anew with greater fury.

On the night of Dacember 6, without
warning, a band of dread Night Rid-
ers, in numbers of between 200 and
300, swooped down on the flourishing
little city of Hopkinsville in Christian
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NIGHT RIDERS

MORE DESPERATE

N INTIMATE STUDY OF THE'TOBACCO WAR"IN
UCKY AND TENNESSEE AND THE MYSTERIOUS

CLAN WHICH WANTONLY BURNS AND KILLS IN
ITS
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tage and proceeded to carry out their
intention of destroying two large
“trust” factories. The electric lights
were turnefl off, the telephone offices,

two in number, were seized, the rald-

ers courteously and -politely but firmly
tpll)ng' the young women in charge that
no harm would come to them so long
as they did not touch the switchboards.
Members of the fire department were
intercepted on their way to extlngulsl_x
the burning warehouses ignited by the
riders and turned back. People who left
their residences teo ascertain the cause
of the excitement received orders to re-
turn. A passenger train about to enter
the place was flagged just outside the
city limits and Jts engine driver com-
manded to make no use of his whistle
while passing through the town and no
harm would come to him, his crew or
passengers. The order was obeyed.
No personal violence was offered the
citizens who respected instructions to
remain in their homes while the work
of destruction was being carried on.
Three buildings adjacent to the ware-
houses were also consumed by flames,
the entire loss totaling something over
$100,000 in buildings and tobacco.
After the work of destruction had
been completed the riders met in one of
the principal streess, counted their
number, fired a parting volley into the
air, and, &s usual, vanished into th2
folds of the darkness of night.
s Governor Augustus E. Willson, the
new chief of the’ commonwealth of
Kentucky, has not only offered large
rewards for th® apprehension of the
rideps, but a large bonus for informa-
on which will lead to the arrest of

" property

ville on the morning following the at-
tack is a pen picture of typical condi-
tions prevailing immediately after a
visit:

“RUSSELLVILLE, Ky Jan. 2.—
Everything is orderly and quiet in town
after the ride of the raiders this mora-
ing, and every ome is attending to his
own business and helping repair as
much as possible all the electric wires,
as the town is In total darkness.

“The results show that the three men
who were shot were not seriously in-
jured, birdshot being used.

“Fire " Marshal Mott Ayres arrived
here this evening from Hopkinsville,
but has made no statement yet.

“The young lady operators in
telephone  offices state that men
to guard the offices treated them with
utmost respect and courtesy, but were
firm in the refusal to allow them to
touch the switchboards.

“The men who stepped out on their
porches to see what was doing lost no
time in" obeying commands given by
Night Riders, with leveled guns, to go
back to bed.

“None of the riders was recognized,
although they were well acquainted
with the town, judging from the way
they went about their work.

“The total loss of tobacco
51,000 pounds.” .

And thus does the last raid of the
Night Riders, the Knights of the White
Triangle of the Dark Tobacco District
of Kentucky and Tennessee, the new
Ku Klux Klan of the new south, pass
into history, a blot on the names of
two states &nd two peoples.

And now what is the cause of these
night depredations, this destruction of
property in communities otherwise
peaceful? For all things, good or bad,
have a cause, just or unjust.

I have endeavored to depict in a care-

both
saat

is about

ful, accurate ‘and truthful manner their-

existenge, their work, their erime. To
begin with, the Night Rider is not the
first to ignore and trample under foot
the supreme ‘two common-
wealths and of a nation. " Others pre-
ceded him and paved the way.

He is the initia® destroyer of
and while his means
are more drastic, more swift, they are
nevertheless none the surer. His is not
the first act which laid ruins the
homes of the planters of. the dark .to-
bacco district, wrought havec with fer-
tile farms, drove fathers -into despair
and placed children and- mothers in
rags and tatters and want.

For that the Night Rider has been
a wronged person as well as desper-
ately wrongi‘ng conceded in the
south. Desperation brought on this
season of outrage which is blotting
the fair name of his state.

In one of the fairest parts of Ken-
tucky and Tennessee lies a strip of
land, composed of 30 counties, known
asjthe “Black Patch,” or Dark Tobacco
its its

laws of

not
value,

in -

is

district, deriving name from

county, Kentucky, captured the pofice
department, took charge of ths tele-
phone office, stopped trafiic on two
great railway systems and applied the
torch to three enormous warehouses
filled with tobacco, among which was
one belonging to John C. Latham, a
New York banker and owner of tha
largest tobacco warehouse in western
Kentucky, The invaders then com-
pletely riddled with bullets the offices
of a newspaper belonging to the mayor
of the town, who through his paper
had condsmned their acts of lawless-
ness. The loss in the raid was esti-
mated at, in round mumbers, $200,000.
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M*m of the clan, peomiging of e chie? preduct—tobacco produced in a

scens, made One arvest, the aooused
man having Nttle troulde in estsbiish-
ing an indisputable alidi, and being
released.

Close on the Hopkinpsville invasion,
and while the court was stillMinvesti-
gating that depredation, the night rid-
ers made another sally, and on the
night of January 2, about midnight, 300
of the marauders descended on Russell-
ville, another Kentucky town, about 30
miles from Hopkinsville as the crow
flies. Pursuing their regular methods,
the riders completety surrounded the
place, located guards at points of van-

same time the protectivm of ths militia
of the siate to the informant. Gov-
erpor Willson has sent troops into the
towns touched by the riders’ ruthless
hands to prevent a recurrence of the
offense,

Governor Malcolm R, Patterson of
Tennessee has been equally to
prevent these outbreaks within at
state, and his efforts have been in the
main successful. Tennesses has been

from activity on the part of the
riders for many months, and bids fair
to continue so. .
The following dispatch from Russclla

dazk brown grade not duplicated else-
where on the globe. This tobacco is
much In demand by dealers in Yonln
countries—England, France, Austria,
Germany, Spain, Portugal and Italy—

~#Who for seéveral years kept buyers in

the tobacco district, and the competi-
tion entered into thereby assured the
farmer a living price for his product,
the resuilt of his toil, for it is no easy
job to cultivate tobacco.

But there came a change. Tobacce
buyers were suddenly erased from the
scene. The new idea of “trusts” and
“monopolies” was then coming into

RUINS OF WAREHOUSE
BURNED BY NIGHT RIDERS
AT HOPHINSVILLE, .
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great fashion over the land, and the
men whe purchased this tobacce. for
foreign export were not slow to eatch
the spirit. They forthwith organised a
“trust” o? their own. The Dark Tobacco
district was divided into sections, with
one agent to take the production of his
district, without encroachment from his
neighbor who had charge of affairs in

an adjoining one. The price soon went -

down. What was the use of paying
more when you could get it for less?

The farmer has no recourse: he
might make his choice, to be surs,
sell or hoid, dut the approaching ma-
turity of a fertilizer mortgage usually
influenced him very precipitately to
choose the lesser of two evils—he sold,
at an average of four cents a pound.
It cost for actual production five ce
and brought, delivered in Europe
net profit of never less tham $1.50
a pound! Quit raising tobacco he could
not; the seoil would not sustain
thing else in sufficient quantities
ustain him. Leave the country
could not; rallroads have a way ..-‘
demanding cash Jor transportation £
body and baggage. The latter he had
in scant supply, the former WwWas not
included in his chattels.

any-
to

he

Congress Too Busy

Things were becoming desperate in
the extreme; something must be done.
Congress was appealed to. It was busy.

The lane which has no turning is a
long one. After ten years of oppres-
sion a beody onvened at the
little town of Guthrie, near the Ken-
tucky-Tennessee boundary line and
the former state, on September 24, in
the year 1904, One thousand men
present formed the Dark Tobacco
Planters’ Protective association and
pledged themselves to hold their staple
for living prices. The move was cor

of men

sprang into existente, until t
membership controlled 9
of all the tobacco raised. F
were demanded and for a wh
ently willingly given, but such a
plum was not to be snatched by
action of a “handful of ignorant pl:
ers” without a stubborn fight. Pr
which otherwise would have been con-

sidered enormous were offered to in-
dividual farmers, who had pledged
themselves to sell as a body, in the
endeavor to rend asunder the solid and

determined phalanx of disgusted plant-

ers. The offers were refused.
But -the opposition was nét to be
overcome so easily. - It meant to h

that tpbacco at any cost or know
reason why. This organization of fa
ers, which had- sprung up overnight,
with its numerous facteries and ware-
houses, must be rent asunder.

A_band of unknown miscreants visit-
ed ' negro planters. of .tobacco and
threatened them. Disseminators of
publicity lost.no - time in charging the
visit to the Dark Tobacco association,
which was denied and proved false.
Next came scraping of plant beds. . The,
association- membership was charged
with this, and in the disproval it was
brought to light that persons had
ruined their own plants that outside
sentiment might be thrown against the
planters’ association.

Then came the Night Riders of Ken-
tucky and Tennessee.

The federal investigatiom of a giant
northern monopoly bears out partly the
statements in this article.

»

iVork for the Consuls

\'L’MEROL'S letters are received by
l consular officers fram persons seek-

ing information.about trade conditions,
some of which relate to matters rela-
tively small in impertance, to secure
which would involve an amount of
labor and expense which it is impossi-
ble for comsuls to expend. A request
of this character was recently sent out
to the principal consulates asking for
information about laundries. The char.
acter and extent of information desired
will be inferred from the reply made
by Consul General William F. Wright
of Munich which follows:

“I have your letter In which you re-
quest this consulate general to furnish
you with the number of laundries in
this consular district, whether power or
hand laundries, and the details In re-
lation to each separate plant, these de-
tails to include Jocation, ownership,
nationality of ownership, kind of power
used; number, color and nationality of
employes, wages paid, amount of bus
ness done per week and prices gotte
I also note your statement ‘that any
additional matter -will be gladly re-
ceived and that occasionally you get
substance for a good story in these
matters and sometimes photos for illus-
trating them.

“This consulate general is im full
sympathy with whatever efforts you
may make to extend the inter of
American manufacturers, but fears you
have overestimated the magnitude of
your request. In this city alone there
are approximately 120 laundries and in
this consular district the number would
probabdly reach 2.000. There are mno
available statistics published through
whish the desired information can be
gained. It is possidle, although most
improbable, because of the natural re-
luctance of business people to furnish
detalls of their business affairs, that
personal interviews might procure the
details asked for, but it is submitted
that such a course is entirely imprac-
ticable, idering g¢xp whien
would necessarily be entailed abd the
time and labor invelved.”




