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"Ihave your letter in which you re-

quest.this consulate general to furnishyou with the number of laundries in
this consular district, whether power or
hand laundries, and the details In re-
lation to each separate plant, these de-
tails to Include location, ownership,
nationality of ownership, kind of power
used: number, color and nationality of
employes4wages paid, amount of busi-
ness-done per .week and prices gotten.'
I* also . note

'
your statement 'that any

additional matter 'will b« gladly re-
ceived arid that occasionally you get
substance -for a:good story in these
matters and sometimes photos forJllus-
trating them.

"This^consulate -general Is In full
sympathy -with ..whatever efforts.you
may make to extend tne Interests" of
American manufacturers, but. fears you

have' overestimated the magnitude of
your request :In this city alone there
are approximately. IQO laundries and in
this consular district the number would
probably .reach 2,000. There are "no
available; statistics published through.

which the desired information can be
gained. . It"is [possible, although ;most
Improbable.', because of J the natural re-
luctance of business people to furnish
details or their business affairs, that
personal interviews

'
might

'
procure the

details :asked ', for/;bburt rit:Is*submitted
that such

*
a course

*

13 s entirely lmprac \u25a0

ticable, r "expense
# which

would necessarily :be /entailed and the
time and labor Involved/*

Work for the Consuls
VIUMEROUS letters are received by
1\ consular officers from persons seek-
ing information .about trade conditions,
some of .which relate to' matters rela-
tivelysmall in importance, to secure
which :would "Involve an amount of
labor and expense "which It Is impossi-
ble'for consuls, to expend. A request
Of this character was recently sent out
to the principal consulates asking for
Information about laundries. The char-
acter and extent of information desired
will

'
be inferred from the . reply madoby Consul General William V. Wright

Of Munich which follows: .

The first indication of the existence
oY this order" came to light ln.the fall
of ISOS, when negro" tenants made com-
plaint to thelf employers that masked
and moujnted men, numbering gener-
ally net. more .than 25, had visited
thv>m' In their homers near midnight

wiih a warning that their tobacco mutt
be signed for in a pool of farmers being

Itormed to. hold the "weed" for better
prices- than they, were then receiving.

Needless te .say, the negroes signed.

Warnings and Threats
Next came reports from farmers who

.were outside the pool that their tobacco
-plant beds had \een scraped during the
nigrbt with hoes or some similar instru-

.tnents. and by parties leaving no trace

J»f their presence other than the scraped

beds. Switches, notes of warning,
threats, fhot were all at \*arlous times
found attached to the doors and gates

of farmers unfriendly to the pool. Min-
iature mounds, "'.representing graves,

were founfl mysteriously thrown up In
the yards of planters outside the soci-
ety of growers hoMing their product

for higheri prices, the. society in ques-

,tion declaring 'and proving it was not

a party to the intimidation of those
who declined "to join it, commonly

known In that section as "Hillbillies."
This was only the forerunner of an

awful etorm yet to break in*Its de-
etructive fury.

Following*the scraping of plant beds
caae the news of one or two, and
tsaybe more, wheat threshers being

blown up with dynamite, the machines
belonging to the "Hill billies." Fol-
lowing closely on the heels* of thU. Jn
the latter part of;ISO6. a jarge ware-
house.containing tobacco, belonging to
the so-called tobacco "trust," was de-
molished at Fredonia, a little tomn.in
Kentucky. Dynamite was the agent

used. Again at EddyvlUe, Ky., a simi-

lar wareTiouse helonging: to the same

Interests was rendered; into veritable
kindling wood between the hours -of
sunset and dawn with a charge of \u25a0

dynamite skillfullyplaced.\
Up to and Including this last de-

struction of property the- form of;the
destroyers was unknown," their move-

ment* being silent and unseen, until;.
in the same year on the' nipht of No-

vember 30 a body of approximately 200
masked and dfsgulsed men rode into
Princeton, Ky., one of the strongholds

of the trust, took' possession 'of „;the;
place, drovV Jhe population of some-

thing- near 3,0.00 back, into their homes
and laid

*
in ruins three of thej largest :

warehouses In the state filled '.to their
capacity with"tobacco belonging .tor.the '\u25a0"-_
alleged monopoly, and escaped without-
a casualty rso'ifar as known. The fire;

• marshal of. Kentucky, Mott* Ayres, .a-
careful and conscientious official, has-

tened -
to the scene •to Investigate

'
the

'

outrage,' but he i- was -powerless-' to \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 act. :
The evidence was insufficient.

From that' time for quite - a while
rp«ace .and quietude ruled * supreme In*

tobacco district, farmers 1were re-
cefving a good price for;their crop and
fears

"
of another Night Rider outbreak"-

were not" entertained.
But/the spirit of-storm had not eub- ;

s]ded, and the smoking; embers of
•trouble were only resting to .blaze .
anew with greater, fury.'

On the night of.December .'•,^without
;_ warning,

"

:a band of,dread \u25a0 Night Rid-
"ers, In numbers ofbetween- 200 and
300,
'swooped* dbwn»oii ;the flourishing

little city 'of'Hopkinsville in-Christian

'./
-—

|7»HE Night Riders of Kentucky
•.;•".\u25a0, and- Tennessee" is the
... \u25a0 I name of a secret and des-'

.perate and daring clan that
has struck awe to the hearts of the
people of thirty counties In the fairest
portion of the fair southland, furnished
a. -thrnnng topic of conversation for

*

•southerners everywhere and drawn the
.attention of the nation. .

Existing, as itdoes,, without the pal©
of the law, in open defiance of the com-
mands of governors,,- the .orders . of
judges,/ the warnings, of newspapers,
the admonition of the society to which
Its ".members are alleged to belong and
the. adverse public sentiment in the sec- \u25a0

ti-on .where It flourishes, this clan has
'

continued Its depredations and work of
destruction unharmed, undaunted and .
practically unmolested/ coming whence
no .one. knows, doing Its work with
martial precision and dispatch. It•

Jeaves no clew, open or veiled, for 'the j
.most -vigilant and valorous officers -to
find whither itwent, when it willstrike
asrain or where. • -

; \u25a0 .- '.!\u25a0.'- "'

.Not since the days of the reconstruc- .
•tion period has such an' organization.'
existed, rivaling in every feature, often
surpassing, the terrible work of the Kit

'
Klux-Klan, with its membership a.
hundred fold more desperate. Ah un- '\u25a0-.
expected, mysterious, mythical force. It •:
strikes swiftly under the cover ofdark-
ness ;ana is away, leaving only the \u25a0

presence of a burned and charred ruin •

;of once proud tobacco factories and.
warehouses to attest to Its presence.

..Jluinan life is not worth a featherfs
"

weight where reckless persons venture .
from their residences during a raid
and! refuse to immediately; obey a com-
mand of unquestionable . meaning to"-

Led by Shrewd Men ;: !|!
'

"-.
-That this clan ia tinder the direction
of clever and ishrewd men. there can be .'
no doubt to those who have watched its
wake of destruction. .Their every put-/
break has been marked with"military.-
execution arid planning; one after an-

'

M.her .appears a, perfect replica of the
r?rec>din :g one.. The. night, riders have -.
:beeri. unusually active -In:the. Kentucky
portion of.their domains of late.

'

.:,V!That; a compact to the" death exists
:between" its .members there Is every
reason to believe. Men suspected "of hav-
ing more than a casual knowledge' of .
the.orderisummoned before. courts have
displayed a wonderfully elusive tact or
a.certain Ignorance of the entire eub-
jeet before them.

" V;
..Deducting from the range covered, •

.-tbe meinbershipmust reach beyond the. thousands. \u25a0 :•
'

-..The Night Riders, from the published

e^d "spoken accounts of their attacks,
are not a rab^ld" and bloodthirsty mob ol

.jrraddened men seeking to wreak sum-
:mary vengeance for some •real or 1
fancied wrong inflicted upon them. On

•the contrary, their.work shows careful
'

forethought, capable, destructive execu-
tion and miraculous daring. -

v

:.. Rider and horse are both uniformed
and' disguised, the former wearing, in
every Instance so far reported a'dis-
tinguishing white badge on his right

breastpin .the shape of a triangle fash-
ioned from some fabric They are
heavily armed in all instances, and
from past work appear whollycapable s

and willingto use dexterously and
with deadly precision their armament

on man or beast that blocks their path. .

county, Kentucky, captured; the.poßo*
department, took 1 charge ofithji? tale-
phone .office, stopped -

v traffic on two
great v

railway, systems arid applied 'the
torch to

'

three enormous \u25a0 warehouses
filled' with .tbbapco,- among 4 which, was
one -belonging i'to:John .f C. • Latham, ;a
New York banker \u25a0; and . owner- of

-
th/s

largest tobacco warehouse in-^western
Kentucky.; '.The.

-
invaders

'
then .'com-

pletely :riddled\ with;bullets Uhe offices
of aT^newspaper, belorigirigltos the mayor
of; the towri, iwho "through -hislpaper
had

'
condemned their,\ acts Vof f. lawless-,

ness. The" loss in the fTraidV was -esti-
mated -at, in1round ;numbers,Vj2oo,ooo.

\u25a0maw: mm «*^*»«ftmw p*oaa2«ta» oC »•
\u25a0noM ttmm,tttnproteotttm •of [ttm inflltla/
ofithe ;rt»t« Cto -ttM'\u25a0\u25a0 Informant, Oov- '-
'
ernor ,;WHlson has sent troops .lsto \ the
towns ;touched by:"the "friders*,'\u25a0 ruthless
Ihand!»Tto] prwent ;» recurrence /of the
ioffease. ;\u25a0';\u25a0;.-\u25a0. \u25a0\u25a0'\u25a0;-.'';.\u25a0 \u25a0 \u25a0-->. :'

':\u25a0:Governor,: Malcolm,li. Paiterson of»

LTe^m^eej>asibeen7equJ^ly}f active, to
prevent fthese outbreak* ,within* ;that
state," and \u25a0his efforts have been in \ the
fmain" successful. Tennessee^has ;\u25a0\u25a0 been
•free jfroni- activity,-oh1the jparti of.the.;.
f^?iS^iff^rlj?3?ymonths,

.\u25a0 and bids fair
,
'
:

;••\u25a0 The; foilowing'fdispatch ;from.RussclK
'

Chief -" piwfluct—rtobacco
*

produced In a
dirk .brown grade not duplicated else-
where on the globe. This tobacco is
much \u25a0In demand ;by^dealefs- inforeign
countries— England, .France. Austria,
Germany, Spain/ Portugal and Italy—

who * for
*
several years \ kept buyers in

the ;tobacco vdistrict,** arid;the competl-
tion^ientered ;into

*
thereby assured -

the
farmer' a 'living

"
price for"his product,

the result of his toil, for it\u25a0is no easy
job:^to cultivate. tobacco.

But there came ;a change. " Tobacco,
buyers ,were -suddenly erased fromIthe
scene. The .: new idea .of "trusts", and
'.'monopolies"

'
was then cbriilris into

\u25a0 man cavin* Btfto- tr<ronl« ta «stsbUab>)
ing in Imllsjrutabla alibi, and ,being'
releaiwa. \u25a0. - --':

7
- -

\u25a0- \u25a0 -.
~

Close';on •;. th«IHopktosvine )Invasion,
and \u25a0 while \u25a0 tha'-couVt;;.-muiTstUl^nyesti«"^

•^ting;tnat 7aepredaW^
1.era Tmado^an^t^r^J^^JandtCon^tieJ;
night of/January 2;,a^out;Wdnlgntj'

l
300;|

of the marauders :descended^on
>Bus8eii|t

\u25a0vine?an'otferlK^^
:' mll^fr^m'';Hopkjns^ne|M|^

•'•\u25a0 flies. ;Pursuin& their, regular '\u25a0 meth'ods/ *

"
the riders"; completety;;rsurr6unded the 7.

\u25a0placed located guards fat':points \u25a0 ofTvan- ,

with the town, judging from the way
they -went about their work.

"The total loss of. tobacco 1 is about
51,000 pounds." *•

And thus does the last raid of .the
Night Riders, the Knights of the "White
Triangle ,of the.Dark Tobacco District
of Kentucky and Tennessee, the new
Ku.Klux Klan of.the new south, pass

into history, a -
blot on the names of

two states; ind -two peoples.;

VAnd now; what Is the cause of these"
night:depredations, this destruction, of
property, .ln communities ;otherwise
peaceful? For.all things, good or bad,

have .a •cause. Just ;or unjust."
:;Ihave endeavored to depict ina care-
ful,, accurate and truthful manner, their
existence, their work, their crime. lTo
begin with,, the Night Rider, is not the
first;to ignore and trample under foot
the;supreme laws of itwo common-
wealths and of a nation." Others pre-

ceded him and' paved the way.'.
He iis the Initialdestroyer. of

property value, arid while his means
are more drastic, -more swift, they,are

nevertheless none the surer. His is not

the^ first"act which,laid in • ruins the"
homes of the planters of. the dark .to-
bacco district.^wrought havoc with fe'r-
tileffarms, drove fathers into despair

arid placed "children and- mothers- in
rags and tatters and -want.

"
"•\u25a0"• Jr.- '\u25a0\u25a0

. For that 'the Night Rider h-as- been
a wronged -person as. well as desper-
ately/wronging is conceded .in .the
south! > Desperation brought on tils
season of outrage : which .is blotting

the fair of his state. .
: in one of the fairest parts of Ken-
tucky and Tennessee lies a strip of
land, .comp.osed .of 30 counties, .known

as»the '"Black Patch," or Dark Tobacco
district, '.; deriving its name from Its

Congress Too. Busy .
Things were becoming desperate in

the extreme; something must be done.
Congress was appealed to. Itwas busy.
;The lane which has no turning is^a

long one. After ten years of oppres-
sion- a body, of men convened at > the
little. town of Guthrie, near the Ken-
tucky-Tennessee ;boundary line and in
the former .state, on September .24. la
the year 1804. One thousand 1 men
present formed the Dark Tobacco
Planters' Protective .association and
pledged themselves to hold their staple

for livingprices.
'

The move was con-
tagious, and other similar organizations
sprang into existence, until their total
membership controlled 90 per cent
of.all the tobacco raised. Fair prices
were demanded and for a while appar-
ently willingly given, but such a rich
plum was not to be snatched by. the
action of a "handful of ignorant plant-
ers" without a stubborn fight. Prices
which otherwise .would have been con-
sidered enormous were offered to in-
dividual :farmers, .who *had- 'pledged
themselves ;tot sell as .a body. In the
endeavor to rend asunder. the solid and
determined phalanx of disgusted plant-
ers." "The offers" were refused.

But -.the opposition
*

was » n6t to be
overcome so easily. * Itmeant to have
that" tpbaeco -at any cost on,know the
reason. why.'Tbis* organization. of farm-
ers, which had', sprung up overnight,
with its numerous factories. and ware-
houses, must "be.rent asunder.

\u25a0 A.band of,unknown 'miscreants visit-
ed • negro planters- of tobacco and
threatened them. Disseminators of'
publicity lost, no \u25a0 time-,in.charging the-
visit' to the Dark Tobacco, association,

which was" denied .and proved false.
Next came scraping of.plant bed3. • The.
association :membership was \u25a0 charged
with this, and in the disproval itlwas
brought to' light that pgrsons had.
ruined their own plants that outside
sentiment might be thrown against the
planters* association.

Then came the Night Riders of Ken-
tucky and. Tennessee.

The federal investigation of a giant

northern monopoly bears out partly -the
statements in this article.

-
,

."\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0-. '\u25a0' \u0084 "\u25a0\u25a0* i.\u25a0\u25a0•\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0'. \u25a0* \u25a0\u25a0 :
'

\u25a0'\u25a0 '\u25a0\u25a0 .**.'\u25a0\u25a0 "'
.\u25a0.\u25a0\u25a0.' . -\u25a0\u25a0

tage and ,proceeded to, carry?out :their i

intention of.destroying two -large

"trust" factories, ffThe ? electric lights ••
• wefVlturnettioff^the;telephone offices,';"

two^lngnumber,
-
were seized, the raid-

ers courteously; and /politely but; firmly :
teljinlg the. young women In charge that \u25a0• j

no ;harm would"come- to
4

them ._so long i
as they did not touch the. switchboards.; «

Members ?of fire
-
department .were ]

Intercepted onitheir .way/to extinguish •,

the burning warehouses :Ignited \by the
riders arid turned back." People who;left^-
their;residences' te> 'ascertain the cause ;

of the excitement received orders to re-
.turn. A-passenger train;about .to enter-

f they.'place \u25a0 was'"fl"agged-just ojitside* the ]
'
city

'
limits

!,arid tits \u25a0; driver;com-

manded ;to make,no |use .of his whistle i

while passing through^the town and no i

harm would 'come to;;him,' his crew, or
passengers. The order obeyed. :

'No personal violence was
"
offered ? the <

.citizens ;who respected* instructions to
remain in their homes while;the work ']
of destruction was being carried^on. .1
'
Three buildings,'adjacent to the ;ware- • ;

.houses :were also consumed :by, flames," ;

the entire loss totaling something over
jiOO.OCO^inbuildlrigsTand tobacco. ;

After ;the
'

work "of destruction had
\u25a0been completed the riders met Inone of ;

C.the Kprincipal"; streets,- counted' their •

number,; itred a parting volley' Into", the
air,,arid, As usual, • vanished .into ihs

*folds.of;the'darkness of night. '.
'-Governor; Augustus E. the ;-,

/newv chief .'of theK-rcommonwealth .'of-.'
\u25a0 Kentucky,/ has '. not" only offered large

rewards for1tb%; apprehension -of; the
;:ridejsT"but'a\iarge'? bonus for informa- :

tibnTwhlch'will;lead Ito the;*arrest |"of/

ville on \u25a0 the morning following the at-*:
tack: is a pen picture of typical condi-
tions prevailing Immediately after .a
visit-^ "

:'V\"\ \u25a0-'\u25a0

/.'RUSSELLVILLE. Kjqb Jan!. 2.—
Everything is orderly and .'quiet in town
after the ,ride of sthe5the raiders this morn-
ing/and every oi»e Is,attending to his
own business and helping repair as
much as possible all the electric wires,
as the town is in total;darkness.

"The results show that the three men'
who were shot were not seriously* ln-,
jured, blrdshbt being used.

"Fire * Marshal >Jlott Ayres arrived!
here this evening from Hopkinsville.
but has made no statement yet.

'The young lady operators in,both
telephone -offices state that men 42nt
to guard the offices treated them *rttn
utmost respect 'and but vcre
firm In the refusal to; allow them , to
touch the switchboards. ,

"The men who stepped out on their
porches jto see what .was doing lost no
time in"*_obeying commands given by
Night Riders, with leveled guns, to go

back :to bed. . \u25a0 V -
"None- of the riders was recognized,

although they were well acquainted

great fashion over the land, and "the
men \u25a0who purchased thi3 tobacco, for
foreign export. were not alow to. catch
the spirit. They forthwith organized a
"trust" o! their "own. The Dark Tobacco
district was divided into sections,; with
one agent to take the production of his
district, without encroachment from his
neighbor who had charge of affairs in
an adjoining one. The price soon went.
down. ,What was the nse of paying
more when you could get it for less?

The farmer has no recourse: che
*

might make his choice, to be sur*.
sell or hold, but the approaching ma-
turity of a fertilizer mortgage usually

\u25a0 Influenced- him .very precipitately to

choose the lesser of two evils—he sold,

at an average of four cents a pound..

Itcost for actual production five cents,
'

and brought, delivered In Europe, a
net profit of never less than 11.30
a pound! : Quit raising tobacco he could
not; the soil would not sustain any-

thing else in sufficient quantities to

sustain him. , Leave the country he.
could not: railroads have a way «f
demanding cash /or transportation of
body and baggage. The latter he had
in scant supply, the former' was not
included in his chattels.
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"THE NIGHT RIDERS"
MORE DSESPERATE
THAN THE "KU KLUX"

'AN WTIM^ SFIH3T <^
TONTUCKy AND TENNESSEE AND TIK I^IIRM?IJS
cya* which w\MTONLy burns And kiuls sm
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