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Yet this task, both as to
itity énd as to its inherent
ifficulties, is almost insignificant com-
pared to the stupen®ous task of prop-
erly stocking for trans-Pacific liners.
The great difference between stock-

By Edwin Emerson g XN

HEN the s
/ ,va \-’—’ y
other day

ment of

se first class pa ing trans-Atlantic liners and those that

say, had eny realizat of . ross the Pac n the fact
of food stuffs that had been that the Atja need only te¢
f one week or

enabled as they

suppiies at both ends
voyage, whereas the trans-
mers have to stock not only
hree times as long, but for
trip to the orient and
g a stretch of 58 days, al-
possible delays and time
Secondly, our trans-
ke those of the At-
to provide for pas-
of one race only
and commissary
1d habits as rad:-
e those of the peo-
and the Chinese.

th

&5 &re co 21y kept in cold etorage commissary de-
et e i t specially provide for

; DRwEen- tastes of certain orien-

gers, for this reas alone the next ch as the Chinese of
port of = h as Honolulu in the 12 and of Mongolia or of
. ¢ 2 Pacif fal ners be- i the Japanese and

ing interest; of stores is in itself
lifficulties of the
¥4 department.
ifem in the ship’s commissary
supplies will serve to illustraie this
LE T I difficulty. This item is the important
pply of rice. To the average Amer-
traveler rice is merely rice, but
the oriental. No self-re-

en vegetables

If ¢t < passengers should s

0 e B = man will eat Japanese
the refriger ng : vice versa no proud son of Nippon
vaults e ¥ descend to touch Chinese rice.
P . eyed Koreans for their part

— wrath at the mere sug-

s n t h should eat ri
50 Tes - » Japan; they must have
e special Korean rice. The differ-

2 : s between these arious varieties

Sene » f rice to an uninitiated American
of pounds of fres lie merely in the fact that
nake hale Tl o - cooked appears
Msatl & r; Korean rice appears more

hereas Japanese rice looks

sends of nds of The differ-
. e T w e means that
. . the full return

2 the Mongolia

Isanas » ¢ f Chinese rice

mos usand pounds 14,C Japanese rice and

h sin , beans, bar- ©0.900 pounds of Korean rice.

S Ba - &

smoked or Fach to His Own
ted, apd t sands of tin boxes full
hard tack.

ca
tten of side

Then there are other oriental deli-
ito con-
1 toothsome

¥

)

than seven different varieties of “beans. '

The Japanese on the other hand
must ‘have their seaweed, their raw
fish, thelr pickled scallions, resem-
bling onions, their takuwan and ume-
boshi, .of which mysterious articles of
food several dozens of Jlarge tubs
have to be lald in store.

All oriental stores, it should be un-
derstood, are purchased in the orient
and make their round trip from Hong-
kong or Yokohama to San Francisco
and back; while all American supplies
are purchased in San Francisco re-
gardiess of the fact that many tinned
goods and grains can be obtained more
cheaply abroad.

While the supplying of oriental pro-
visions to a casual observer appears
the most complicated item the reverse
is really the case. The list of eatables
that has to be provided for American
and European passengers is fully six
times as long as that provided for the
orientals, though the number of ori-
ental passengers coming westward far
exceeds the number of white passen-
gers carried both ways. This Is be-
cause the greater number of white
travelers are first class passengers who
are very particular in their tastes.

The average American passenger
feelg inclined to smile when he hears
that the Chinese passengers insist on
half a dozen Adifferent varietles of
beans, ' but most Chinamen must feel
no less amazed "at the fact that the
white. cabin passengers require 37
varieties of fish and 12 varietles of
crackers in order to be hcppy. After
all, 1t must be admitted that there is
more difference between red beans,
green beans, white beans, card beans,
stick beans, sauce beans and salted
beans than there is between Boston
crackers,  champions, Jenny Linds,
knick knacks, pienies, fancy assorted
ginger snaps, graham wafers, tea cakes
or the ordinary meal, milk and soda
crackers, not to mention the hard tack
and pilot crackers, presumably con-
sumed by the crew and by the pilot.

The full variety of articles” that has
to be provided by the port steward
for each trip of a vessel aggregates no
less than 537 ftems. Of almost every
one of these items varying quantities
have to be procured according to the
number of passengers booked, and tak-
ing account for whatever stores may
be already on hand from the last voy-
age

ie heaviest item in a ship's sup-
plies, ar every one knows, is that of
coal. This is so big an item that, un-
like the eatables, it must be supplied
at all ports of call, To equip an out-
going liner of the size anG tonnage of
the Mongolia, which is 14,000 tons, re-
quires 4,000 tons of coal. With a full
complement of passengers the mouthe
that have to be fed number 2,172, to
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" wor 8@ Aslatic passengers and crew
the heaviest item is that of rice, to the
ambunt of nearly 100,000 pounds. The
next hoaviest item is that of beans,
cabbages, dried, pickled and salted; fish,
dried, pickled and salted, and shrimps,
with 40 baskets of salted eggs, aggre-
gating 10,000 eggs. A heavy item in
cost rather than in actual bulk is that
of tea, of which 600 pounds are always
carried. This tex is drunk by the ori-
entals at all hours of the day, but
every Asiatic on board, whether Chi-
nese, Japanese or Korean down to the
hymblest pigtailed deck swab must
have his 6 o'clock tea in the evening
with & sweet biscuit thrown in. Ac-
co! y there is another heavy item
of 1,560 pounds of sweet biscuit for
the orientals alone. A misleading item
is that called “Chinese wine,” of which
each ship carrles 50 gellons. This
“wine” is not & merry intoMcant, as
might be supposed from {ts name, but
merely an oriental species of vinegar
in which the Chinese like to fry their
fish. To further flavor this fish there
is the delicious Chinese soy, served
both thick ‘and thin, and the Japanese
shoyu, of “which altogether some two
dosen large barrels are carried. There
is also sweet plum sauce, into which
the Chinese dip their fish and meat, of

‘which many barrels are brought along.
AR

On the European bill of fare the
heaviest item is that of fresh dressed
beef, of which there are 40,000 pounds,
equaling some 60 oxen on the hoof.
Then there are 5.000 pounds of dressed
muttorn, 80 pcunds cf dressed pork,
3,000 p. of dressed Iamb and 2,000
pounds oi veal. Of smaller items there
are 500 pounds cf corned bhoef. 500
pounds of corned pork. €00 n ton kid-
neys, 200 calves’ brains, )0 calves’
livers, 200 sweetbreads, - 100 calves’
heads and feet, 150 each of ox tails and
tongues, 250 frankfurters and 600 other
sausages, besides some 368 whole roast-
ing pigs.

Among the poultry the heaviest item
is that of chickens to the extent of 225
dozen, ducks and geese 202 dozen and
turkeys 20 dozen. Of squad and squab
chicken alone there are aver 100 dozen.
All this meat and poultry requires an
extra amount of room because it has
to be kept In separate eold storage
compartments. This is also true of the
3,000 pounds of butter, 1,200 pounds of
cheeses and 2,500 dozen eggs. all of
which have to be kept at a speclal tem-
perature. 3

Other bulky stores, though easier to
handle, are the 20 different varietles
of cer ; leh weigh altogether 4,500
pounds, e the bulkiest are the
oa 1l pats, weighing 1,300
pounds, amd the flour, carried In 600
quartier All the bread consumed
on the e is baked on board ship,
excepting some 500 loaves of
fresh wﬁ% h are supplied to the
ship its day out to make
things easler for the cooks and chief
steward.

All ice, Ykewise, is made on board
ship, to the extent of half a ton a
day, and so are all water ices. But
fce cream !s carried in bricks to the
extent of 150 gallons. These bricks of

~ Enormous Foad supplies Carried for the Fifty-Eight Days’ Rotind
Trip ‘Run of the Oriental Steamers Make Eacir Resemble Noah's Ark

ice cream xeep good all the way and
are as welcome on the last day of the
return voyage as re on the first
day out of San F

Another import
nected with the c¢

department con-
isine is thal of the

bar and liguor sto: In this depart-
ment alone there are carried some 60
barrels of be 1 4% cases of

hite. wine, 36
cases of whisky, 15
cases of gin, 5 cases of rum and 4 cases
of brandy, not counting cordials or
cooking wines. Over 100 cases of
mineral waters fill up the complement
of these bar stores, together with 200
boxes of cigars.

To get all these various goods on
board ship at the most reasonable mar-
ket prices and within t! limited time
of 10 days allowed te aac ip in port
requires all the talents nd executive
faculties of a commissa: goneral
Above all, it requires rigorous system.

The better to avoid confusion, inter-
ference and wercrowding on the
wharf, every different article has to be
delivered at different consecutive hours
on gach consecutive day and loaded into
different parts of the ship all at the
same time. Thus the market supply-
ing fresh vegetables, for instance, is
orderad to deliver somewhat as fol-

lows: On Monday $ a n 1,000
pounds of w ; at 3:30 a w,
500 pcunds m., 700 pounda

of carvots; 9:30 a. m., 300 pounds oo
egg plant: pounds of oys-
tor plant; 10:30 . 300 pounds of
pumpkins; 11 {00 pounds of
squash; 11:30 a. 1 )00 pounds of tur-
nips. with 300 pounds of spinach, 300
of sprouts, 400 o¢f tomatoes, until the
noon recess.

The afternocn. maybe, is taken wo
with loading 25,000 pounds of potatoes,
2,000 pounds of onions, 700 pounds ef
carrots, and so forth

Every driver haa to be on hand with
his load at the spec:fied time, and as
he presents himsslf the loading gues
on llke clock work. If a driver is but &
few minutes late in his delivary he
apt to lose the whole day and the firm
employing him may find itself put not
only to inconvenience, dbut in danger of
losing the ship's custom.

The stores consumed by each ship
ara so vast that the competition for
supplying the ships, needless to state,
is of the keenest,

As soon as onme ship has been com-
pletely stocked with all necessary sup-
plies and sent out on ity long voyage
another ship is ready to taks her place
at the doek, and all the work of fup-
nishing her with commissary suppiies
has to begin all over again. Thus It
goes on from ome month to the other,
year in and year out, as long as people
will Insist to go down to the sea In

‘ships.




