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This latest book by Ellis Parker But-

ler tells all about -the love $tory of
one Eliph' HeWlitt, book agent; and.
though the book agent: has for years'

been legitimate "copy" for the funny

man, one may safely predict that noth-
ing like this has been written.about
him before. ;^tv'";:T/;"' "•

Mr.Butler Is essentially an -American
humorist. In this

"
Instance He" pre-

sents to us not only a type but an in-*

dividual. Eliph' Hewlitt is a
'

born
salesman. He combines all the well

known traits of the book agent, in ad-

dition to believing absolutely \ in the
book he is selling.

Butler's tale is really a collection of
detached sketches about the various ex-

periences of Eliph' Hewlitt. but they

have been woven together with so

much skill by the author that one
never sees the machinery. He has a
ready wit,as -witness the following de-
scription Hewlitt sives of 'the book

be Is selling:

"'Jarby's Encyclopedia and Compen-

dium of Literature, Science and Art,' a

book Inwhich are ten thousand and one

subjects, fully treated by the best
tnlnds of the nineteenth century. One
subject for every day In the year, for

27 years, and some left over. Religion,
politics, literature— every subject un-

46er the sun, gathered ln-pne grand,-

colossal encyclopedia, with an index so
simple that a child can understand It.

Bee page 768; texts. 'Biblical,* 'Hints for
Eerxaons,' The Artof PulpitEloquence.'

No minister should be without It. See

page 1046; 'Pulpit Orators
—

Golden
Words of the Greatest,' comprising se-

lections from Spurgeon, Robertson*
Talmage, Beecher, Parkhurst, etc.

—
a

book that should be in every home.

Look at P
—

'Poets, Great'; 'Poison, An-

tidotes for'; 'Poker, Rules for1;Poland,

History and Geography of,' with map;

'Pomeroy, Brick'; 'Pomatum, How to

Make': 'Ponce de Leon, Voyage and Life

or; 'Pop. Ginger,' etc The whole for

the small sum of $5; $1 down and $1 a

month until paid."

And so the cheerful and most win-
ning optimist, goes on; he can always

quote a page and Interest the poor

victim to.whom, he Is talking and, in

the language of the street, he finds

many "suckers." One of the Inhabi-

tants of the small town of Kilo, In
lowa, where the scene of the tale Is
laid, says. In a_ burst of enthusiastic

admiration of Hewlitt:
"He is a red hot one at book agent-

Ing, he is. .He's got a record for sellin*
more copies of that encyclopedia book
of bis than any one man ever sold of
any one book, an' he's a sort of hero
cX the book agenting business. Eliph's

sowed literature pretty general all over

lowa an* lowa is now a grand state,

ma' a* tuil of culture as a Swiss cheese
js full of holes, an' Igive Eliph' hia

share. Hotels help to scatter the seed,

but literature scatters more."
Eliph' relies implicitly on"the book for

any Information 'wanted in the every-

day affairs. Particularly does he seek
help when he falls In love with "Sally."

He has all sorts of experiences, grave

and gay, during his courtship and not

the teast of them is trouble with,her
tether. A passage giving: an account

of a sample interrtiptioh; by tlie father-

Is worth quoting, as it is such :asood

example- of \u25a0Butler's; liunior,. .A-- small
boy rushes up; to the^couple, who are .
at a plcnl^'^^^^ibe/^^yj^il^?) .̂
is wanted.- • '\u25a0]'\u25a0\u25a0' \ \u25a0'\u25a0-- -..';•-.'\u25a0'.\u25a0 ,' ; ." -.'-: .

"•What .is itT- Sally gasps V;:.:;_.; :.:;_.
".'Well.' says the. small boy, 'my dad.

vras .in [thepostpmce- just now and the
telephone;- bell rang and he:

'

looked
around to,, sed where Julius was, and
Julius he had gone outside, to see what

Mr:• Fogarty .from, up :to
"

the/ Corners
wanted. Idon't know whatheiwanted:,

pap didn't ".\u25a0 teil"me. 'Idon't know. a"s
pa.' knew, .anyway. \but ;I-guess ; he

\vanted. something or:else lie. wouldn't
have motioned. Julius to go out, unless
he just wanted to- talk, to Juiius. .Mcb-
be he just wanted to ask Julius if there

\u25a0was any mail for him.::So pa ans\vered^
tlie telephone. .. /

-
1
'

'"
'You've

'got a pa,.haveri't. you?' :; \u25a0

. ."-'Yes,' >aid: Miss Sally. */]
\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0 ".'Well, has. he- got: false .teeth?'-.
: 'vYes.1 "••. \u25a0-:.?\u25a0 / ;v.'. "\u25a0^\u25a0•' :;\u25a0\'.. •;;\u25a0\u25a0

\u25a0

"' "'Well.' that's -air."Tight- -then: .Pa;

-couldn't tell exactly..' whether it was
false teeth- or not", 'the telephone in.the
po'stofiice works so poor," and pra ain't
no .hand at-. i.U.anyway^. -He said- it

sounded like false teeth. So .yo.ur. pa
wants you -tg conio right. ;liome.. to

Kilo.
"Mebbe lie's dying.'-- - :.; .. • . .: • ''

".•l>ying.:'" cried Miss Sally..
'
as"'.White

as a sheet. . . . • • ." •
'

."'Yes, mebbe" lie is..- He ain't*right

sure, but "he says yoii'd better come
right home, so if 'he fs dying- you'll be

on hand. And'if he ain't you can help

him hunt -for them.' He says he went
to bed last night, same as always, but
be don't recall whether he took out his
false set of teeth or left them in, and

he ain't sure whether -he swallowed

them' or put -them down somewhere
and lost them. He says he's got

-
a

pain like he'd swallowed -them, but he
ain't sure, and, anyway, he wants
you to come right home.'

"

That is surely a..breath taking inter-
ruption and It is one of many, but In
the end the persistency, which is tho
trait that make's the successful book
agrut, wins Miss Sally and the reader
rejoices with Eliph'. \u25a0•\u25a0

"Dan Beard's Animal Book"
By Dan B^ard. Published by Moffat, Yard &

Co.. New York. Price $1.60.
At last, "after more ;than 20. years

.of promises. Dan Beard has written
his animal book, and it is worth, the
impatient while we have had to wait.
The book is packed \u25a0 from .cover to
ccver with information about the birds
and the beasts, the reptiles arid.the in-

sects that every'American boy" knows;
but every fact is so sugar coated, with
story, anecdote or adventure that the
ordinary, boy thinks he is being en-
tertained instead of instructed. -Dan
Beard is anything but a nature^ faker,'
yet some of the things he tells in.this
book will make even grownups sit up

i and . take notice. .All.sorts '-of '.foolish
old beliefs and superstitions are ex-
ploded and interesting anecdotes given

, of the origin of some of them/ The
chapters on bats, musk ox,deer, buffa-
loes, whales, bears, dogs, fishes, j^nakes",

;bugs, birds and all sorts ofliving anl-• mals are wonderfully illustrated— both
by .camera and b*y sketches \u0084on. the

i spot by this remarkable author. . The
chapter on rats and mice is of espe-

. cial interest; not a detail is missing,

: and if that chapter alone were print-
: ed and scattered broadcast, over- our

city it would be read .,by all with ad-
vantage as well as interest. Mr.'
Beard's chapter headings, a few of

"which may be quoted, show.' the va-.
! riety of subjects he writes about:-
> "Alone in a Room Full of;Rats,"

I "Hairy Tailed Pack Rats," \ "A Tribe of• Gnawers and Their Food," "The;Bati
, IHave Had," "Do Men-Think?'' "Birds
i and Insects That Will Take an Artl-
i ficial.Fly." "The First Live Musk Ox, Ever.- Seen in New York," "The."Deer
I. Should Xot Have Killed,". "Charged

• by a Herd of BurXalo,',' "Bears IjHave
• Met," "A,String ''of;Pog Tales," "Fish
: Sketches' and Fish Stories,". "Snakes'

and Snake Stories."
i When it' is added that even with-
t out the stories the volume be
: interesting for

-
its pictures, . you! may"

t see what a valuable :animal book j.lt

really is.. The preface to Mr. Beard's.
volume

'
is not ;the "least interesting

'

part of It. A few words may be quoted \u25a0

to show the seriousness' .of h'ls'.object
.in writing: •

\u25a0

' ', •• .-/."'.; ~. :;'.". \u25a0«' "
"If'.this book succeeds- in- awaken';. \u25a0

.ing. -a:love , for "wildmature in even
'
a;

small portion of American youth:; it ,-.

\u25a0will 'be-' counted a' -'success. Well:bar- -
bered and.'- manicured nature, .closely" 1,

s'hiaycji" ..lawns
" aad; neatly

"
trimmer!

liedges r are fperfectly propel;In yards ,'.*

to stibdrhan. houses,', but contact with,

nature without' a haircut. arid unshaven'
is syhat gives strength to one's muscles. -.
brfghtpesa' to 'one's ;eyes and .makes .

red: blood dance- in:one's veins. -Un-
fortunately there are many who";can- •

not appreciate \mouritain's;destltute of ;

Vsuriinier; -hotels," -uribridged* streams or.
sojemn dark woods, any more 'than the
deaf can enjoy-music, or.liiebliml.tlu:
beauties

'
of;.:a* tsunsct; j;but even

".the
'

deaf -can enjoy, se'einsr :ah<l
.forest and "the blind feeling .the -fresh. ."
stimulating.-alr of,the .wilderness, and

this book of 'random notes is not in--
tended for people, unable" to".appreciate/-
the handicraft of ,the :. Creator." ;;

"

Let usHirily add to.thatjhat this' book
\u25a0\vill do' much to make the dullest and .
most unobserving appreciate tlie handl- r

-
'
craft of the Creator, v \u25a0

:-^ "
7

"Janet of the Dunes"
Br Harriet TV,Comstork. author xat "Tnwrr ,

. or TUroDP." etc. rubHs!n>il bjr Little,.Brown.
& Co., Boston. Price $1.50. ; .* :>,J,J

The weary; reader of problem stories
will welcome this charming seacoastv
romance, "Janet of the Dunes," by Mrs. :

Harriet T.Comstook. Itiis'a*fine,'clean;

story with as health J
;a tone as its own

delightful •setting
—

the ,' eastern
\u25a0 end ;;of .

the south shore of Long island.
A little: community of simple island

folk is.being overrun bysummer board- ,

ers. A colony ofartists have also es--
tablished a little settlement In.the hills:
of Quinton, back from :the;dunes, ,and

this ;fact ;becomes quite .important !.to-:,
Janet, who leaves her:home to.pose for

one of the most famous of.the painters.

Janet" is "a waif. She" doe 3not'know
she is a waif,'but thinks Captain Billy

i3her own daddy.and loves him.de-.
votedly. Gradually -her .own romance:
is developed, and toward the end of.the-
book the mystery of her' birth is
cleared. -;

'

Though Mrs. Comstock' says in her.
preface that she has made no attempt';
at -character

-
drawing, she has 'drawn -i

some" strong; types—MarkTapkins," Mrs.'
JoG.V Susan "Jane and . Davy. Susan
Jane V and Davy are exceptionally- well-
done; Davy and- his close .friend

'
Ca-

ptain Billyarc'delightful. The: constant
changes from comedy to almost tragedy,

are
'
handled with much skill arid show ..

the best work 'done; so *,far by;this iau- •'

thor: :-fy': [V':-~~- :'".'\u25a0' '-\u25a0\u25a0•\u25a0\u25a0.\u25a0"\u25a0-:-- "-'•'\u25a0
Janet', is the type of- forsaken, long;.

Lost 1daughter which delights the:young*

novel .reader,; but her story :as, devel--'
oped" by Mrs. -Comstock lias nothing

trite about it and ;wins abundant syiri-
pa thy.;.!; •• • • >>. '.;...

A remarkably.; good description . of,a
rescue" in a storm by:tho:hard\ working,"\u25a0;
poorly paid members of the. life-saving

crew makes; a fitting climax? of, this .
stirringltaie. • ;*'

"The Stem ofithe Crimson Da hlla"
\u25a0: By James Locke..- Published by Moffat, Xard

;& Co.-^New;rorkr-Price;sl.CO. , y /

'.' One of:the. first requisites; of a;"s'ell-
..er" is a catchy* title.r Mr.'-Locke;*cer-

talhly has it .in :"The
-

Stem I:of tlie
Crimson Dahlia." 'The.titledreally means
something, ;too,t for

;the; whole' story, is
written about, that

-~
same stem. ;To

be:sure ]there \is -,'a jlove;story, "but 'the
flower stem <*.!\u25a0;•''• the|main; thing.; •;Mr:

;Locke hasjnot"dorie~any thing'.yeryVorig-
inal or very,new in*his jstory;\it\has \u25a0 a
Zenda flavor,'\with a'suggestion at tlrnes
of jfStanleyiJ.-iTVeymahh'V

The C stem '• of the \ dahlia ils
a t6ken—-a -Blgn--which -:icertain,- con-

spirators.vare. using, '.and .they.' take
seemingly; .Unnecessary precaution in
passing italong. Of course it•ga'ts'e/bry-'
body.: into.' trouble and it: takes ;some
310 pages ~ to' straighten out the tangle

and extricate the./American' hero :and
heroine . from

'
their position.1

;

Novelists nowadays consider no country

nor vgovernment- .. too sacred . to* be
used for the purpose of fiction, and
in this_ tale' Russia t

and; Bulgaria are
mixed up.in a rrolitical intrigue to. re-
move a princeling -arid-put: a -certain
ZemofC on the throne^v Austria, too, lias
a finger • in-the pie,\:and the characters
of the various conspirators afoL so
thoroughly.'blackguardly that one; does
not want to . belong ;to ::any; country

mentioned in the book, save only Eng-

land or .America/ \u25a0 , •

The story/ is {better ;written ? than the
majority, of*,such tales,>but*Jno
dramatic possibility, is forgotten. There
are kidnapings'and'duels, disguises and
all-night journeys, against time,.moun-

tain fastnesses and surprising peasants.

It is a story., to kill'time .for a few
Idle hours and' is enough to

hold the .interest 'through to the end^
The love affair, like most of -them .in
tales of this sort, is a first sight
capitulation, and :thereafter the" hero' is
ready to sacrifice, -his .reputation and liis
life:for a 'single, word;from the heroine—

but it all", comes aright -"in the end,

which 'is comforting, \u25a0 though lacking:in
novelty.;.

"The Sorceress of Rome"
JBy'Nathnn Calllslt>r.\ nuthor of "Castel;-de\'
J \u25a0•';..Montr;';? Publinlipil'by L.- C. "Page*& C0.,:

Boston.
-

Price $1.50. -'. . \ . :
" - .

Mr. Gallizier's :book ;of 443 .pages is
mechanically a work of art, beautifully

bound and printed and containing, some
excellent) pictures in color by-The Kln-
neys. But.it?..was entirely :,'unneces-
sary for)the

-
author to go out -of jhis

way '\u25a0" to:;make . a;-howling . "blood;• and
thunder"

'
melodrama :-;of.'.his .tale of

Rome- In- the; tenth ?century. jEven the
almost, dark _ ages .;of /which he .writes
are; more' pleasing' if some few. gory
details sare, glossed i;over.' a .bit. \ It^-is
a story, of 'theWice and intrigue which
surrounded young:Ot^p.11l of Germany,

the] then) sovereign \of;Romev ;;A]young
commander :' of;.troop.Vone;Eckhardt,1• 16
sent :to -Rome ito;look-out;for;his Jem-
perm's;' interests.'' *> Benilio, the ;grand

chamberlain iof \u25a0 Rome! '\u25a0 Is '•planning;
-
to

overthrow^ the and v himself
seized the government;, ;Crescentlus, va
famous' Roman sehator,;is secretly,plot-
ting itheTsame' thing."{ Crescentiuslsends
his young and, beautiful:"wife/LStephania,

to:lead
*Kins;Otto's \interests from',gov-

will;,entertain,', a. Jest which wl.l

amuse or to -draw" a sketch such as will

delight, dozens of generations or. mil-
lions of children :and adults, :is incom-
parably more important and more fruit-
fulthan to :compose-a.novel or a sym-
phony, or paint"! a picture of the kind
which -diverts -some members of •\u25a0the;
wealthy classes. for a,short time and-ls.
then forever forgotten^ .The'reglon of
this ;art of the simplest feelings, ac-
cessible to all is enormous, and it is as
yet- almost untouched."

citation. of the nag"
\u25a0 Reported :and

'
compiled \u25a0 by'Edward ,H. MurphyI. Edited .by 'Eol>crt -B. Westcott. :Puhlishrrl

.by.John E.~. Kdcar •& Co., Manila.;Plioto-.graphic illustration. vv^^^agggg^ii^- "TheJ Exaltation ;of the .Flag" is an
attractive, patriotically decorated .lit-
tle 'volume \u25a0 that comes as \ a\ message

from Manila to give " assurance .' that
Americanism is being -systematically

and loyally advanced in the far, away
islands/. It is .the second edition."o f

Book Page of The Sunday CallUNA H. H. COOL
ernment'to love; and Benllio, the grand

chamberlain, attempts to accomplish
the'sarne result .with Eckhardt by 'em-
ploying a

'
wanton, one Theodora,* to

ensnare ,him."
\ For the searcher after the-lurid there

'
Is jenough and- to spare of every sort

f
'
of ;*horror, from murders and sorceries
and grave robbing to battles and, poi-

• sonlngs. •It'isa.long horror. . '- .
r
'
'Twen tyrThree' Talcs*

*
•

'-
'By layoff Tolstoy:.Published by -Funk .& Wag:...;'halls Co.V^'ew York/.Price 75 cents.^- \u25a0 y

'\u0084 '-Twenty-thfee i '.Tales,"; by.\Tolstoy..'

."translated, .'by'- L.". and A.5;Maude, !s^a :

compact little book that will'interest the;

reader from:start to"finish. -The volume-."
is, divided into seven "parVs', "Tales for-

/Children."-:"Popular sto-ries'," v"A Fairy.

'Tal.e'."-. '•Foil-:- -Tales / Retold.'V "Stories
. .to [Pictures,'; 'lAdaptatlons'

••-•From v. the' "French", and- ."Stories;

Given vto Aid
:

the •' Persecuted "Jews
"(1903)."- .These stories were 'writ-
"ten, ralmost --vvithouC Exception,-; for

•r sojue .purpose, humanitarian, e.duca-'
•. tiorial or .to' delight /homely lovers of

rifolk I'orp rales. -.The importance Tolstoy.-

attributes to ilter.at.ure of -this ;kind is
:. shown" by.the -following passage In
.;;"^i'hat Is "Artf':

'!''The artist of the, fu-\u25a0

.;ture' who .will- understand that "to com-
pose .a fairy tale,' a little song .which

'

"
will

"touch,' a lullaby" or a riddle which

this book, that has crossed the ocean;

The text consists cf the proceedings

of <the patriotic mass meeting • held by

VthV'Americans of the Phtiipplno-Jsland3
In the- city of Manila on the".evening

of Friday. August '23, -1907. -after an

anti-American demonstration on the :.:"-

ternoon; of.August 11. • It;is an inter-
esting historical :record. A large,

photograph ~ot tho. vast audience in.the
.grand opera- house; standing, "during

•the. rendition- of- "The> -Stir- Spangled

"Banner" by .fhe "Twenty.-slsth '.lnfantry

iregimentai Band adds, to its yaliie. -.'.'•

New Bofe ßriefly-Noted
.."\u25a0•'ThV Lady of the Decoration.'* ratsd
by th-c;.BopkJhari f.rorh.:carefully £ath T

,ered figure.:; as' the best. "selling book in
•1967,'. exhausted

"
17 .<?.ditro-ns. inr: the- 12

mori'ths just -prtss.ed" -.and 'h&s been sent
:
to"press ftfr the .twenty.-fif.th-printing.

:.' v-I"'Dox.ald.)1"'Dox.ald.) and "Dorothy,"- one. ©f Mrs..
Mary" MapVs..'• Donee's. Vea.tf.j^est.. works.

•
has hid an Interesting :Ki3.t"ory.- Itwas

-taken .ever .by -its 'present \u25a0publishers
\u25a0 .'from :the .firm "originally publishing It

•in Septemii.er;' ISO3. 10 years -after issue;

:Vand has. been.preprinted j6j6 times in-the
14 years since"/. With evfry

•
Indication

;that the" present yearly sale, of
•2,000*

s or: more copies "will lndefl-

".'- Th<
-

m;of'"&iss>Maud:Adams -to
New Yorli to play her annual Chrlstm'a-s

engagement in "Peter Pan." and the-en-
thusiasm with which the play was wel-
comed, indicate' that' Barric's rnaxter-
piece is already -to b.e n.umbered among

the classics. Another sign pointing: to
the: samp • truth is the apirearancp of

"The Peter Pirn Picture- Cook," one of
the most charming of the year's bqoks

for children.." In it tha story of the
play is retold- briefly- by Daniel O'Con-
nor as an accenipanlment for.'the serie3
of .charming: -pictures, by Miss Alice R.
Woodward, repr"o<Juced incolor. . *• * *

fcss:p. of Baa's, aal PeialeWbi Mate Thsa
Besides the preparation of "Chance"

and "Tli? Duel." tale.s of sea and army,.
respectively,; Joseph Conrad, perhaps

with the .success of "The Secret Agent"-

in mind. is. in his own words, "thinking,

©f /a "big novel wit^ London for its
background." There are. other plans'
of his which weuld

•occupy some
youn&er men a lifetime. Sir. Conrad
a few weeks ego" celebrated his .fifty-

second birthday.-
" .

;\u25a0"'
\u25a0\u25a0

• • .•;'\u25a0' -
The. Glasgow He*ald, having discov-

ered that "Miss"'Kate Douslas "Wlgrgln

has written a,book about Scotland.
""Penelope's Experiences," to wit, pub-

lishes an editorial, which, after touch-
ing^ lightlyupon Hakluyt's "Voyages,"

Samuel -Johnson, Kinslake, Klngsley

and half a score of others who have

written.books about Scotland and other
places, frgavely/ says that It is "char-
acterized ..by.a strong literary person-
ality," and that it Is "the truest book
about Scotland that has come from an
alien hand." •* •

*\u25a0*•'-*
In-his lively book for boys* "Buck

Jones at Annapolis," Captain Richmond
Pearson Hobson ."is evidently living
ovar again his life at the naval acad-
emy," according to the Brook; ~n Citi-
zen. Like' the author himself the- hero
is born in a small town In Alabama
and goes to Annapolis,- where he dis-
tinguishes .himself not only In classes,

but "in athletics, courage and even in
those mischievous pranks which belong

to.youth; >
'

•\u25a0

Booßs Received
'

"Women^aad Other Women." by HUdeiarda
Hawthorne; -Ptiffield & Co., New Xork-.-

"Tne Btem of the Crimson Dahlia," byJames
Locke; Aloffat, Yard & C0.,;New York.

"The 'Wife of Narcissus," by Annalet An-
drews; Moffat. Tard & Co.. New Tork.

"The Cry of the Children."' by Mm. John
Van Vorst; Moffat, Yard A'Co.; New York.. "The.Man in'the Basement." by.Baron Pall*
Bosenkranti; Empire book company. New York.
"The Iron. Lord," by S.^B. Crockett; Em-

pire book "company. New York.
"Hill• Blse.". by W. B. Maxwell; Emplr*

book company. New York.
VThe Politician," by. Antonio Fogazwro; Law

& Co.,iBoston.
IfAn Introductory Course In Exposition.". by

Francis M. Perry; American book company.
New York. --.. -

\u25a0_-•. .'-
'
;,J:::<; ? 'SV.:""Another Fairy Keader," by Barnes -Baflftwhi;
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