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NO INCREASE IN GAS RATES

O adequate reason is advanced for increasing the price paid for
gas. The present rate of 85 cents per 1,000 feet is ample and,
indeed, excessive. The cost of distributing gas should not
exceed 30 cents per 1,000 feet, and could not possibly be il\l-

flated beyond that figure were if not for the supposed necessity of
paying interest on a fictitious capitalization- the result of a long
series of consolidations effected to kill competition. The cost of
gas in the holder will not, in fact, exceed 30 cents per 1,000 feet,
even with the price of eil increased, and a bona fide examination of
the books of the company will demonstrate this fact. At the 85
cent rate, that would leave 25 cents per 1,000 feet to pay interest on
fixed charges and dividends. It should be sufficient.

The maximum rate for electric current at 9 cents per kilowatt
hour is absurdly extravagant. It is pointed out that the actual
rates charged to consumers are regulated by competition for large
consumers, and that is true. But the rate allowed by the board
makes a pretext for the extortion practiced on small consumers,
who are powerless to protect themselves.

We are not now discussing or asking for a reduction of the
maximum rate for electric current; but we have stated the known
facts as they bear by analogy on the situation of the gas consumers.

There is competition in the sale of ‘gas covering certain parts
of town, and such competition is likely to remain a censtant feature
of the situation, even if the present competitors should be bought
out and consolidated. The result, then, of increasing the maximum
rate for gas would be to mulct the consuimers wherever they are not
protected by competition. As in the case of electric current, the
heaviest burden would fall on the people least able to bear it.
for the reason that competition in gas always seeks the area of
largest consumption.

The fact is that the investigation of lighting and water com-
panies’ finances by the board of supervisors is little better than a
farce. They hear statements from the smooth and plausible agents
of the corporations. These gentlemen, having the matter at their
finger ends, are easily able to puzzle and confuse supervisors who
have no special knowledge of the business. After a season of aim-
less wrangling the conclusion is settled by guesswork. Of course,
the result should be arrived at as the conclusion of an examination
by experts in book keeping and engineering. That is the purpose
and scope of the public service commission created for New York
on the suggestion of Governor Hughes.

The truth is that the gas company, like the water company,
wants the people of San Francisco to recoup its losses by the fire.
The gas company even makes threats of taking the matter into
court; but this is a cheap bluff. They know that the fictitious capi-
talization of the concern would not stand judicial investigation as
a basis for fixing rates. "

MONEY NEEDED FOR SANITATION

HE CALL hopes that the people of San Francisco as a whole

will come forward liberally to the financial support of the

sanitation work now in the hands of the federal health authori-

ties. The larger concerns and corporations interested in this
city have given and are giving in a generous and public spirited
fashion ; but we should like to see the movement made more general.
It is everybody's business and the sanitary authorities need the
money. Let us get the town once thoroughly cleaned and we shall
find that the money spent is a most profitable investment.

The whole country is watching with interest the sanitation
work in progress here, and we cannot afford to let it lag for want of
funds. We hope that every patriotic and public spirited citizen of
San Francisco will contribute according to his means. All subscrip-
uons will be publicly acknowledged, except where the donor wishes
otherwise.

BURTON ON THE FOWLER BILL

HE minority report of the house banking and currency com-
mittee on the Fowler bill for reform of the currency written
by Representative Burton of Ohio commands attention. - Mr.

. Burton approves the principle of the bill in common with the
best authorities on finance, but regards the proposed changes as too
radical. Besides, he distrusts. the plan to guarantee deposits. In-
deed, his criticism of the bill follows very closely the general lines
previously set forth in these columns.

The Fowler bill would amount to a financial revolution, substi-
tuting the European plan of a central bank, or, rather, organization
of bankers, which would have control of the issue of notes and the
security therefor. This is really an extension of the clearing house
system that carried us through the financial stringency with so
much success. Commercial credits would be available as security
for note issues, and the expansion of the currency by such notes in
time of stringency would be regulated by the associated bankers.
The present makeshift plan of “doping” the currency by loans from
the treasury and the unnecessary sale of bonds would be ended. We
doubt whether the country is réady for so radical 2 change. There is
no present emergency to be met, because the stringency has passec
by, and business and industry are ring by matural processes
There is no great hurry about changing horses, and further
sion will be helpful. With regard to the guarantee feature Mr..

43
B a o RN ~ 2

This |

Tf"'—'-qp

The Guest of Honor

1 WAS
UNAVOIDABL
DETAINED

WHAT IS

e

&
at a disadvantage and gives a premium to those who are guilty of reckless
and dishonest management.

Under a guaranty of deposits the money of depositors would inevitably
gravitate to banks or financial institutions in speculative centers because
higher rates of interest could be obtained, though the result would be that
capital would be invested in a manner which would be sure to lead to specu-
lation and to unsuccessful undertakings. In the long run the public, as in
the case of all oppressive or unnatural legislation, would be compelled to
bear the loss either in the form of higher rates of interest or of a lower
return upon deposits. 3

These are the conclusions of enlightened bankers everywhere.
The speculative itch is the overshadowing danger that attends
banking and bankers. The failures are almost invariably due to
the gambling spirit that sometimes gets hold of bankers. We do
not want to encourage that spirit.

“THE KEY OF THE PACIFIC”

ONGRESS is beginning to realize the importance of prepared-
ness in Pacific waters and is considering active work on forti-
fications for our outlying possessions by way of supplement

for the presence of a great fleet. A beginning has been made.

in the fortification of a naval base on Manila bay, and*now the naval
affairs committee is discussing the making of a large appropriation
to make Pearl harbor in the Hawaiian group impregnable. On this
subject the committee has reported in favor of an -appropriation of
$3,000,000. 'The report says:

An enemy in possession of Hawaii could harass our entire western
coast; on the other hand, with our fleet operating from a well equipped base
at Pearl harbor, no fleet fronr the orient would find it practicable to threaten
our coast because of the stronghold left in the rear and the prohibiting dis-
tance from its coaling base. A naval base at Pearl harbor is not designed
primarily for the protection of Hawaii; its main purpose is to form a buffer
of defense for our entire Pacific coast and to make possible our supremacy
in the Pacific.

The equipment of Pearl harbor is a matter of national prudence and
not of extravagance.- It affords the nation’s least expensive way of defending
our Pacific coast. It will constitute one of the strongest factors in the pre-
vention of war with any pewer in the far east. ' Every consideration, whether
of national honor or policy;~demands that Pearl harbor be made impregnable
and equipped as a naval base immediately.

It is recommended that $700,000 of the appropriation shall be
made immediately available, and notwithstanding the prevailing dis-
position in congress to economize, it is believed that the money will
be provided. President Roosevelt has given the measure his strong
indorsement. The plan is merely the logical development of the
policy which is based on the sense that the Pacific ocean is the chief
theater for the maintenance and exercise of the national sea power.

Pearl harbor is said to be the best natural harbor in the world.
It is absolutely landlocked, and its entrance can be protected by
sunken mines, so as to make it impregnable. Ships lying within its
récesses are protected by high mountains so steep that guns could
not be dragged to their summits. It comprises ten square miles of
waters, with a depth of sixty feet. The harbor has been described
in strategic phrase as the “Key of the Pacific.”

Answers to Queries

FINDING TREASUR E— Reader,
Chico, Cal. If a man unearths treas-
ure on his own property and there is
no evidence of the original owner, can
the state confiscate the same?

a person in this state finds prop-
erty valued at more than $20 he must
under the law take the necessary steps
to discover the owner and must also
notify the authorities of the find. If
the owner is found, the finder can ob-
tain from him the amount of expense
he was put to, but if he eannot dis-
cover him, he must turn the same over
to the county treasurer, less the ex-

penses he has incurred. The code
gives In detail the method of pro-
cedure.
- - -
DANCING—A. B, City. I1f a lady
goes to a party with a friend ana

while there is asked by a gentleman
to dance and she does not Know any
of the dances, or does not Wwish to
dance with him, what should she do,
or say, to decline and at the same
time not offend him?

If- she does not know how to dance
she should say so, and if she does not
care to dance with him, she can refuse
his invitation on the ground that she
does not care to dance at that time,

- - -

ATTORNEY—Z. S, Santa Cruz, Cal
Can an individual practice law in the
justice or superior court without hav-
ing been admitted to the bar?

The penal code of California says:
“Any person other than any regularly
licensed attorney who advertises or
who holds himself out as practicing or
entitled to practice law in any court of
record is guilty of a misdemeanor.”

- Ld -

PROBLEMS—W. L. M., City. If a
round ball was dropped through a hole
bored from one side of the earth to the
other, would it reach the other side,
ete. :

The purpose of the query department
of The Call is to furnish information of
general interest and not to solve prob-
lems. For that reason there is no an-
swer to your guestion. y

- - -

A POEM-—Suscriber, City. Who wrote
the poem in which are the following
lines? :
Midnight t! Not a sound of aught
Throug! e silent house, but the wind at his

ers,
I sat g;.ythe dying fire, and thought

Of the dear dead woman up stairs.
Owen Meredith.

K - -

TROTTING HORSE—A. 8. A, Cali-
ente, Nev. Please state the price San-
ford reéceived for the trotting horse
Arion; also when sold. ¢

The sale was in 1891 or 1892, for
$125,000, to Malcolm Forbes of Boston.

" Harold Bager, Last of Great W to
Appear Here This Smpg -3

HE procession of great pianists
which has filed across the San
Francisco concert platform this
season, marshaled by Manager
Greenbeum, will end with the ap-
pearance of Hareld Bauer, who in
many respects is the most important
and interesting person at the piano.
Like Fritz Kreisler, whom he re-
sembles in  versatility and broad
musicianship, Bauer plays unusual pro-
grams. - He goes far fram the beaten
track and -gathers little heard of selec-

tions and quaint treasures from the
world's garden of musiec.
Again, Hke Kreisler, he !s a Bach

enthusiast and has carefully studied
not only that master's works for all

instruments, but he has also delved
degply into Bach biblography.

“Did it ever occur to you,” he re-
marked in a recent interview, “that
there is a marked Hungarian element
in the music ot Bach? There is every
reason that there should be. He came
of old Hungarian stock. His father
was born in Pressburg, the former
capital of Hungary. His mother was
a Hungarian. All his ‘ancestors for a
hundred years had been musicians.
Further we know that many of his
compositions were written for the
cymbalum, the typical Hungarian in-
strument that has survived 500 years

without undergoing the slightest
change. We hear it today in the Hun-
garian orchestras and we knowbet!r:

what style of free recitative it
lends itself. From this free recitative
of the Hungarian peasant sprang many
of Bach's wonderful, spontaneous melo-
dies. We find them even in his most
serious compositions.”

At his first concert Sunday afternoon,
March 29, Bauer will play Edward Mac‘-‘
Dowell's dramatic sonata, "Erolca._
Various selections from Schumann's
“Fantasiestucke” have been played for
us by local and visiting artists, but
Bauer will be the first to play gh-w
entire group. An original adaptation
of Caesar Frank's prelude, fugue and
variations will be still another novelty

| on Bauer's Sunday program.

Beethoven's sonata, op. 81, will be
presented at Bauer's second wecital in
this city and -at his farewell concert
the great pianist will play the death-

less ‘“Sonata Pathetique.” %
For his Oakland concert at Ye
Liberty playhouse Friday afternoon,

April 3, Bauer announces that he will
play Schumann’'s sonata, op. 22, one
of, the most beautiful works in the
entire library of pianoforte music.

And then after the last of the plan-
fsts, comes Jean Garardy, violoncellist,
He is scheduled to play three concerts
in San Francisco and one In Oakland
next month. His opening recital will
be on Easter Sunday. That was the
day, you may recall, a year ago, when
Greenbaum’s attraction at the Chutes
brought out a crowd of 5000 persons.
Mme. Nbdrdica sang with Constantino
in “Les Hugenots.”

Gerardy belongs to a small group of
artists who make ’cello music. There
are few 'ecello virtuosi in spite of the
popularity of amateurs of this mest
mellow of instruments. Gerardy does
not 'seek to mike a vielin out of his
instrument. He realizes the wonder-
ful possibilities for melody that lie in
the 'cello, and his programs are typ-
fcally and c¢haracteristically 'cello pro-
grams. He should get a hearty wel-

come here.
’ . -

What the larger eastern cities call a
“music festival” is arranged for San
Francisco neat May, when the New
York symphony society, under the di-
rection of Walter Damrosch, will be
here for a week. The festivals held
yvearly in Worcester, Mass.; Portland
and Bangor, Me.; Cincinnati and St
Louis are the crowning events of the
seasen. Wealthy citizens form organi-
zations to finance the events, asesemble
big choruses to appear with the orches-
tra and 'In other ways insure the suc-
cess of the festivals. Usually there is
a big deficit, but it is cheerfully met
by the rich patrons of the art. It is
regarded in Europe as high henor to
be selected as soloist for one of gthese
festivals. Madame Schumann-Heink
was brought over to America first ag a
soloist under these conditions/ and the
greatest pianists, violinists and vocal-
ists are proud to appear at a “Worces-
ter festival.” Manager Greenbaum has
arranged to bring the magnificent or-
chestra of the New York symphony so-
ciety to this city. Walter Damrosch
personally will direct his bandsmen
through a series of concerts the like of
which, I dare say, will never have been
heard before. The series will mark an
epoch in our musical life. Madame
Hissem de Moss, soprano, will be the
visiting soloist, and Greenbaum has
engaged the Calvary choral seciety of
200 veoices, under the direction of Mar-
shall W. Giselman, for one of the fes-
tival concerts. This ni itself 1s an
important event, and the big cheir al-
ready is hard at work on the choruses,
which will be supported by one of the
finest orchestras in the world. There

Jbranch.

By Walter Anthony | :

will.be nine programs given here and
two at the Greek m-ter in Berkeley.
Greenbaum plans t{ make the event
a great popular sucgess by issuing
low priced season tekets. Arrange-
ments will be made fo)l excursions from
nearby towns. The swgcess of the fes-
tival will be a splend@ advertisament
of San Francisco’s rehajilitation, to say
nothing of the artistic idvantages that
will accrue. \
» » \

Miss Eula Howard's pano ;eclla). to
be -given next Thursday evening at
Century club hall, lhoul.\ be well at-
tended and interesting. T\e young art-
ist is one of Hugo Mansfelit's most tal-
ented pupils, which means that, added
to natural and native gifts, Miss How-
ard has had the advantage of splendid
training. It is gratifying ‘o record a
growing public interest.in the perform-
ances of native artists, who need en-
couragement and recognition almost as
greatly as the publle needs the con-
certs. Only in frequent hearng does
deep appreciation for the classie le;
masterpleces are mountains neot to be
xplored at a glance.
2 ;’!iss Howard's program will be de-
voted mainly to Chopin. She wil play_
his “Fantasia” in F minor, “Nociurne’
in D flat, “Ballade” in G miner, “Pre-
lude” in F sharp minor, the B miner
“Scherzo,” “Berceuse,” G flat “Etude”
and “Tarantélle” Miss Howard also
will play Father Dominic's “Album
Leaf” which the ecclesiastical com-
poser dedicated.to her; “Liebestod.”
from ‘“Tristan and Isolde,” and Lisat's
“Hungarian Rhapsedie™Wo. 13.

Berta Morena's debut at the Metro-
politan opera house was the musical
event of greatest importance In New
York last week. Critics agree that she
is the best singer brought from Ger-
many in many seasons. De Koven says
of her:

“It is a long time since the father-
land has sent us a singer of such art-
istic ability and engaging personality.
With a figure cast in heroic mold, with
a proflle classic in its beauty, Madame
Morena also Is the possesseor of a voice
entirely In accord with heéer beauty of
face and form. Her voice is rich in
volume, pure and even, with a ringing,
bell like quality in the upper tones and
a dellghtful mezzo voice, used invari-
ably with style and artistie finish. Her
voice recalls that of Lilli Lehmann.”
She made her debut as Sieglinde. She
came from the Munich opera.

- . -

Much interest i3 being manifested in
the forthecoming Initial appearance of
the Lyric string quartet, which, on
Sunday afternoomn, at Lyric haill, wiil
play the first of what promises to be
a delightful series of four chamber
music recitals.

R - »

William Edwin Chamberlain, bary-
tone, anounces a Lenten song recital
for Wednesday evening at Century
club hall

f Indian Railway Earnings

Consul General William H. Michael
of Calcutta states that the half yearly
report of the East Indian railway,
which has just been lssued, makes the
following showing.

The company has in operation 2,208%
miles of road, of which 1% miles are
quadruple, 2% miles are triple, 534%
miles are double and 1,663 mlles are
single line. The total length is 41%
miles more than it was at the pre-
vious half year, due to the opening on
April 15, 1907, of the Kurjahlipur
In addition to the above, the
Delhi-Umbala-Kalka, 182% miles;
South Behar, 78% miles, and Tarakes-
sur, 22% miles, were worked by the

making a total length of

|

company,
2,469% miles.

The total capital outlay was $185,.-
616,730, giving an average cost of
$50,675 per mile on 2,2086% miles. Since
the last report there has been a fur-
ther issue of debenture stock to the ex-
tent of $10,000,000, bearing interest at
3% per cent, at a discount of 5 per
cent. The capital expenditure during
the past half year was $2,412;819, of
which $2,173,490 was for rolling stogk
and works for the open line. ae
gross receipts during the same perifod
amounted to $14,688,920, and the work-
Iing expenses to $5,379,731, leaving, $v,-
309,163 as the net earnings. After
paying interest and other charges
against the net earnings there was a
surplus of $3,529.447. The gross re-
ceipts are the highest on record, being
an increase of $554,972 over last year's
figures.

Of the expenditures, salaries and
office expenses amounted to $544.8%0.
Of this general administration cost
$34.243; engineering, $193,675; locomo-
tive, 3147,137; carriage ana@ wagon,
$41,113; traffic, $180,443, and audit and
account, $79,140, the balance being dis-
tributed in other directions.

The earnings are about as mueh now
as before the strike. For the weely
ending Decembher 14, 1907, the earnings
amounted to $557.333, against $544,335
for the same period in 1906, ’

jnespite Approach of Woman's Clubs” Flection Dates Few Candidates Are Announced Owing to ({m[ Demands of Work |

By Kathleen Thombsoii -

HE spring is the season for elec-  The officers of the Papyrus club this

tions in all the women'’s clubs, and ;ﬁ::mmltl Iﬁ; Mt&.] Rl!chmv%n(ll B:valk,

ent; 8. arles olpert and

suggestions and nominations are Mrs. Govegd Taw Smith,  vide: preat-

" beginning to creep into all the gents; Mrs, Charles Stallman, treasurer;

meetings. A few years ago, when the :Ers. Vincent Sanderson Walsh, record-

3 1 ded spare 1N Secretary, and Mrs. Lee Less, cor-

office of president on yh de:;an e o:v s respORINE: SCOtary: . The: dircstare

time and one or two handsome g » are Mrs., W. R. Jones, Miss Katheryn
there were plenty of candidates, but

now it is rather hard to find a woman

Day Boynes, Mrs. L. C. Pistolesi, Miss

M. Driscoll. Mortimer Dodge and Dr.
who will undertake the responsibility ATthur Regensburger are honorary
of this position. She knows that she members.
must read and think and plan and
study hard for the term of her office,
attend meetings' innumerable, address
other clubs, be interviewed and pho-
tographed and pointed out everywhere
and have something 'to say on every
conceivable subject. The president of
one of the clty's big clubs told me a
few weeks ago that she had practically
to keep open office hours and that even
her Sundays were fllled with planning
and reading for the club. If rumor is
correct, Mrs. E. L. Baldwin, one of the
most gracious and earnest of the city's

» L] L

The members of the Susan B. An-
thony club will meet this afternoon at
2 o'clock in the clubrooms at 2419 Cal-
ifornia street. One of the features of
an interesting program will be a talk
by Mrs. Lloyd Baldwin on her recent
experiences/in Europe, from which she
returned I month. The club recently
assumed responsibility for the sanitary
condition of one of the largest districts

other district workers and the board of
health in the interest of clean streets

in the city and will co-operate with the

club Thursday was a brilllant affair
and was attended by nearly 300 mem-
bers and guests. The Corona is one o

the'most enterprising of all the women's
clubs and has increased in membership
and m¥uence during the year. A splen-
did musical program was rendered
Thursday and tea was served during
the late afternoon hours. Some of the
musicians were Miss Ellen Page, Miss
D. D. Griswold, Miss Barbara Nach-
‘trieb and Edward Boysen. The next
meeting will be held March 26, and a
fine civic program has been arranged.-
Among the speakers will be Dr. How-
ard, Dr. Minora Kibbe, Dr. J. R. Hurley,
Rev. Bradford Leavitt and Mrs. Jean
Sinclair. These talks will be preceded
by a clever little play, *“The Home
Club.” # ;

¥ 5 L - -

The members of the Corte Madera
women’'s club are rejoicing in the estab-
lishment of 'a park at Corte Madera sta-
tion, which was secured entirely
through their efforts. The ground was
donated by M. F. Pixley, in whose hon-
or the first tree, an orange, wag planted
in the park. Other trees .33 shrubs
were given by various friends, and al-

clubwomen, will be the next president and premises. together the little i faghhory
of the ‘ n.:u,club. S 'rh\o membo ; c';‘“. i b3 d ::;k vt;l;_ filled. Somm:eot un"i mm“motr:
o advisory board when the members and friends
The regular fortnightly meeting of of the Boye' Outing Farm association club_rat pic v s b it B
the mg?& club was held March 12 met ) o,n%y in the home of Mrs. club's president, Mrs, Mary E. Hart, B
Goopt | E ot nwu bvtli!%ut ""&'iﬂ - M&#:tr‘?“ : an. W. B. Bradbury and Rev.
monvho-a)om.tohvﬁmm Tary cnv'mmf atoga, and they feel that i J‘?mmlg',- .
. The sin _On present plans are to be carried ’Oﬂt‘”i“é’ nd ~The members of the Mill Valley wom

‘several hundred boys given an

this year they rm ~be sure of a cer-
tain amount of financial assistanc
Mrs : 3 o

L4

‘outing an's club listened
x ‘esting

- plague

g A

A S Fan s

- address the
BRnFies 2
& 2P IEE e 2N

‘Street :
S be hereafter
Spelling of the

Sy o R
. /The rebuilding of the city and the

members of the Forum club March 18
on the subject of the playground com-
mission. Mrs. A. V. Brown will be in
the chair and Mrs. S. W. Stringer will
supply several good mausical numbers,
Last week in Golden Gate Commandery
hall Richard Hotaling gave a dramatie
regital for the Forum club.
. . .
Mrs. O. C. Clark of Napa, who was

“recently elected to the office of presi-

dent of the federation of woman'
clubs for this district, presided a?:x:
enjoyable meeting of the Napa's wom-
an’s club recently, when Mrs. Jessie
Juliet Knox of San Jose gave the mem-
bers and guests of the federation a
talk upon the life of Chinese women.
The meeting was held in the largest
theater of Napa, which was well filled.
The stage was decorated with Chinese
lilies, brasses in which punk was
burning and masses of almond blos-
soms. Mrs. KnoX wore a handsome
Chinese costume, and 1lustrated her
talk with mu:y cn:loc and pictures,
-

The members of the Qutdoor art
league will ask the city authorities
to consider changing the name of Du-
pont street. They feel that It is un-
fitting to have only *a part of the

street named for General Dupont and
that it is eq ¥ unfair to give General
&t:ut only-the remaining portion of

¢ reasons for dividing
Say are pnow removed
-request that tha entire

hat the Grant be
kept by naming one of the many
zov streets after him. They are also
King up the work of the .
5 lampost street signs
that the present in-

the street they
and they will

co! 5oy Spe
on. the vement at
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character building of its future men
and women were the
at an Interesting meeting at the Call-
fornia club last week. Mrs. E L.
Baldwin, whe has for many years
been an interested worker for pa-
rentel Tiomes and probation courts in
the city, was chalrman, and among
the speakers were Dr. A. A, d’Ancona,
who spoke of the possible change in
the plan of certain streets; Miss Julia
Morgan, one of the meost suc
Women architeets_in the waorld,
spoke of the beality of pubile I:l:
ings, fountains and parks, and Pro-
fessor Rugh of Berkeley, whose
was citizenship as taught in the pub-
lie schools. One of Miss Morgan's
ideas, which was warmly clapped, was
that every publie buﬂdin.—celoob, -
braries and ecivie offices—should be
glttn.t:lahabh by certain "features in
e architecture and by thei Zardens
and window boxes. = :
Under the auspices of
:cl:‘i‘%neo department of tbom(.hllﬁrl“‘.h.

an interesting program wil
given tomorrow afternoon. -
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