
"Xeithcr do,I;it's. jblly,".'l,,respbnd«diH
lazily, putting another sofa,pillow

'
vlxi-YN

der ;my, feet; and: beginning 'slowly:and 6/
Judiciously f to 'inhalo minute}quantities a
of tho Bmoke;/I was driftinginto aseaVi
of;forgetfulness.S: What' mattered *the
unwashed dishes below/ stairs

* or.;the /{
next

-
week's • algebra 'examination?' )I'

would : surprise ;myrEnglishv/. teacher
with ,af prose",' poem iabout vthe?' lotus

-
eaters,' whose

*
dreamy \somnolence .was \u25a0\u25a0

'

mine. The 'alrv:was: blue. The /world •'-'
was :fullrof peace." -., f y

"By-: the 'gods"' /thundered '-a /pater- /
nal voice from",the fentry,' followed by;a:.
terrific pounding' oji';the' wooden.' parti-/
tlon .'and' mother's .startled^" step; from /
the kitchen! \4'My dear," whatare;thes« "\u25a0
girls:of- ours*' dolng"ln:here? -Open the
doofK' And.we obeyed, v '_' ";
7The graved old•;Frenchman^ was sstlll.;
regarding ;me ..with;a»look*of.'polite in- /
quir>'.;and ,I\ found*myselfIsaying:: *

"P.-eally/nionsleur^l^feari' the* result;
might prove fatal.%lt>ls .ratheri risque/
for!women,!"isi:it?not?" ; ' - - '"

"Itis
'
as you jthlnk,;mademoiselle. .:I

know always '<myjplace ".among. ladies.". •'

And:he straightway 'changed
'
tile "sub-

JeCt. -.-- V> -'--/A:V-/.-/—.- .'-.--\u25a0... \u0084---r

iNot~i long; after,, this
*
I;was zagain r re- /

nilndedTof .1myiyouthfuliesca"pade ;.;this I,''
time;by!aiPolish? savant,^ who"^without ?
any, apologlesT; lit ĥisIclgarette-at /the ;';
dinner;- table? and f nonchalantly rpassed X
the! case -to^ rn«l%&S&s£ft&Bßsß3B& -

'."Do^Russlan »ladles 'v always •smoke?" -.
I'askcdtintsurprlse. '//// C \K .

"Ccrtalnly/.my^ingcnue, and plenty of
'

other;ladies,*too^r iTou";really]'ought; to .*
learn if;you.would be^a truebohemlan."?

The "custom: of;Smokingi:hadsspread*
curreptitlously^ much ;*;

*
farther4~ than^ it

supposed;'F(Some^pursuedv^ their/ "new,*
;amueetnent •In". deadlyi secret; fsbnielbad 3
marriedv foreigners'^ or iwldely.%traveled 3
;menXwhb ;sanctioned )It;rothers s had ino

'
\u25a0

.hesitation- about "j.taking/ a-few- dainty/
-whiffs*now/and >_th'enf:inr> thefcompahy!
-of|gentlemen"? who«.were3 their
and one 0f '\u25a0 these

-
declared that she 1

:thought litjalveryimuch? more dignified!
of,sociability^than rdrlnklng;chamr;i

"pagne */withi,them. ? *A*Tnumber*.bf?vthe \
Istrong,minded! placed;it[on]a)par!with|Isuffrage and other, masculine privilegesI
iwhich1they.Cwere^resblved Itor.exercise I

JanflIIndiscriminately^ for|
the

-
mere 7 sakefol

*
showing

'
the!sterner it

itex% that >they '.-.were ;not i,longer >toMbe
trodden //upon?; .; :C ,;/;.. ,-./?\u25a0;.-; y :.-;:-\u25a0 /
V;But? nowhere fdid*I<find

'
a J;woman\who

derived Tany; soulful "enjoyment rfromTher
new;vagary-1 Npnolclaimed', that lit!aided
heri'ft

digestionVor|calmedi^her.i^ nerves
save *-oneJoldJ south%rnS mammy.'liwho
puffed s away 4at \a\d ay,|plpolin% thelse"£
elusion*^ of?? herjiback J| porch"**whenever
she' had* "the]misery Jlnf hert head."

"
JIn'

noTother jinstance! was[any r̂estfulness
apparent

*
during \ theTbperation.%4 ItIwas

merely.^tbeJfdellßrhtful Sot
tasting
'

forbidden
*
fruit,vandfthe^ self-,

consciousness >^ which*J*mars |ffeminine
activity£in*imanyIa*worthier!caused is
:here -mostIlamentably

-
made|manifest.

•:'/.'Did :}youliever "s watoliWa ?glrlHhold '(a
burning $match? t*How?/ different!;/Ji'er
'"nervous |;manipulation!; pfMit$trom*jthe
caressing^ and 3 familiar ,*«touch *tofiithe
Imasculine '$haoaTkt' TheI;,j(envied
\u25a0Bhenerscit':«losely,? yet-w ithout burn-

aikg his fingers,;and;putsslt:.out ;ats Just
Pheirlght) moment— not\with;;a|vague
!>and .ineffectual (gyration ]that

"
is ~likely,

Tto^ ignitevhls S clothing.ti.but "^with^one',fellibiow,'iwhich' is 'never so misdirected
? as Jtoiextinguish StheF* newly*ykindled
/sparkj at tthe? same time;*-;;The|smoke
itnever <gets* lh^'his[eyes,t his;cigar draws
lat*theIfirstfor/second ',triaKand Iho]se-
fjrehelyitosses \u25a0, match* away

*
and .-re-"

'/Bignsthlmselfitolbllss.n^^i ">".'" /^'

J^lt?is -1long• since>IJ sat \vis;aiy laiwith
« the ¥galla'nttoldS Frenchman '^ahd^was
fconslderc&'unsophisticated Jbyithe *

cos^
\u25a0\u25a0 mopolltiimPole^|'A^ reviyal[bfjthe"; ques-
tion1mooted

*
then f-hasf;causedl a|furore

4qulterput VrbfSproportion^ to? lts{actual
;importance.'^ The 'supcrnciftl '\u25a0element Tof
.|femininityJinithe? ranks fof^Vthe iupper
§ten*^is fseeking f,&%little*cheap inotb;
is.rlety^by/dolng sthe'Cnnusual/^'andt .mere
ii1*man,5"5"*

asrof old,"? essays^ to^-retard r?,th"e
l^brutalizing^effect of$*emancipation

uponglbvelylfwoman',"J whb.i/willff-soon
%.Havelleft%himInothing|he icani call %his
lown—hot? even" his £silverJashMray."^*/*

.What- Might Be ;'I-^;.
1iS'JIn! theI:sanctum 'loffan fevening;paper
1tthel raanagingi editor-^-who^comesJe in
;|yei^4hite^by4thblway^is)heard^
•% mark?: that2the! women's

'
clubs^are »re^

•ponslble *'tor%Itfall,"quite;'omitting'ito'
5any/'bf,^the ithat^ men's

|P?3»k?T aro :responsible- for./SThes society,"
Opntor^Bays^th'at^as^aVin'attef^of.' policy^
pihe/contemplates 31carningIhbw,'^for!11

theTentreeitO;arclrcle(of '
i|Interesting^ people Van4'h opportunities j
';for?exclusive J writeups.p Theltelegraph/
.feditor,riwho]hails |from,? Kentucky,;!sees*
mlthe ipresenti situation^ ahfopportunity.

•jfor^Uncle"Sam';tp^recoupf[the* federal'
f.revenues tlost.^through jllie> abolitiqnXof,*
thei' l̂iquor^ trafllc;">since doubling.Tbf:

Joutput^is >now,| practically'

/assured^ andfihe >' sa>'s
*
that|in\caseVof

twarv tho'{cou"ntry^wlll be fsaved.*-^ One

Sajibitjof'{doggerel >,to*head» the divorce
i*InvWhicH^lie^ associates /4'clsa'r*^

;|ettesV".fand*?
'/suffrag«tte3. >l>cwHe;:smokes

?] 20\a |day:'fand yils|sweetheart ihas
*
dIs-

missed '\u25a0 himlintconsequericeit? The •proof

Isays/ that*;the;rrtaniwho"handles
ItheVexchanges %has tsent^i In% the ".same
XJokes ;onithc' sub Jec tVno< less) than *>four

ti\fortnight,"^and *.theVcir-
i. culatlon ;\u25a0manager \u25a0\u25a0 announcesj a.marked
§faUlng^ offf7-;int*subscriptions; 1:!among
promlnenttchurchXmembers |because

'
of

the tone 5 in"£which!so vInsidious
f'a'j*menace ftis ftreated gin% our!? editorial
\u25a0!;sebtlon. T>;?,We'(?have3been;iaf little? snort
r*onsmiscellan3vifor| the|enterprising'*ap-

-
|prentice-^threwl bur |last^ Installment Jof
i.new/tplate li»jiwlth/lsthef".type
§metal 'and |we

hay c.'lno:;local fatb'fyifeatured £ Cor.'}next
%Sunday^s|e"dltibn.*^MyJj\chicf/?t haying
f|heafd^the"| HClrculatibh'^manager's I."coin;
fment,"^ asks i;mei toiifurnish^ thejnecosi

\u25a0^idusjartlclejsetting^forth^thfiilproposl-
\u25a0ltionjjiriivuncompromlsihg c'mathematical
\u25a0^ guise,? thus :'fj:7.:*.JV; '•,*",'^ -_.Yr.V-^.-ts • '\u25a0-,- V«.>f 1

'v^lff&"iglven^nuniber.j;of four^feminine.Ipbpulationipersistl^n; smoking ((
16;1 6;cigar^

llettesTaTday.'jhowjlbhglwillHtitakeUhern
;',; ',toTconaume ;enough vto{reach,"}ifilaid[end"
|toJend/i froinfNewiYork< totSan *Pran-
Hclscb7||HowjmanyJyardsfolf substantial

I'^dressjgOodslcouldiibelbought^withSthe
•Itmoney-^expended hostess tinHreat-
l«Ing<11iofiher }feminine jintimates fweek»
00 t-?y*^^^t-?y*^^^9n.o™*l*'n-eVyßfl^'t9)thJsjformTp_ieVyBfl^'t9)thJsjformTp_i
\u25a03eritertalnment' atiwhist iparties;\it\bcins
t

"
t"**'" I*'-'1

*'-' *'-:''* »"«-\u25a0'\u25a0 <\u25a0-'*. Jr*"•"
i"A*--* /.'v

-
t'-

~
"." V[ -7

\u25a0"" l~ 'rl^- ''j '.""'\u25a0' '^- •\u25a0*'* >'
"*

J
*

*\u25a0•\u25a0*" r . ''"\u25a0*\u25a0
"'

'.

aasumed: thatf^none^ butntheicholcejt ,
\u25a0-brands are ;tolerated«by<mllady?> How
:many garments couldN.be|made rfocithe 1
'-children^ofIthe :poor tjif".thfcsejsessions

*'
.\u25a0.were'consecrateditOithej diligent use of-
jthe*thimble? 'And how.many .times moreI

? feminine %would;itrnot -be (to. procure a!:;emoking "jacket for?her-? lord*with -the"
5 accumulated %coln?-V,How**lons ;^ would it:
"-, take, to^iprovide a'sufacie.nt'suni ;for- the^
«eompletion'of -a:new municipal,building
ZiV,the|present ideficiency .*inH,the ?publici

f'conters^-wefe:' to made), good :by,'. the
Isalutary^ 'conflscatloni of7 the^* funds

*
ap-

Mportloned>to'v the ipurchase fof>;the «fra- ;
grant weed ,*by.revery"' fair.\de votee «in

*
.the^locar'4oo?> THowJ;many^unsewed,'.
iniaaculine^buttons twillS be* represented

•each- week ;ln.
:to:rbll''the*Mexican rpiUllbs on

i]theibasls^of120 ;minutes'*, to~"'each* of the
v-latter;.'CTeljtimesfa>"day,i< exclusive of

'

??+->If)thelnvore>expensive [\u25a0 and '
,: powerful^cheroot l-bo"s adopted • by -;.. the

*for?advancedVhonors
-
in this

•"new^and\dangerou"s= 'cultj-^what •will* be
«annual fcostiper \for;*

and^brea'th rpurl-^
"yfle'rS?-^ '/As;fo"r lthe ,-^adept ;
•^whb;!has V,the fart Voftconi-:
|pounding r.Turkfsh? blends J and\brazenly.
?revels^' intthe^employmenti ofJan? artlfly,
xcial•;makerjforisheathing ;to"*-the =

desolation^ of'^the
'i'nufsery^h^r^speedy rdownfallUs a'niat-^*

terj:of r-gjobmetricali'-progression,* :to"be •

*)figured;" oxtt:$by3 the *imost *7
'
casual

r;server: Jilf^aTiman *_is]*>to>:be fruthlessly j
/.harassed j366 durlxisVohe"' year.*,inv

legitimate jof
.'\u25a0, balm%fior>hisi«chattered" nerves >;at -the •

jend \olslTe\fatiguingjday, by \u25a0 his wife^s
Idofngttho '<,sanic itbing.

'•rwhatjmustf.be? thelfortnlghtlyJiratiorof

?dencd^hcadiotj.thei'hquae^to -stand ".the,
fofirdupHcatins -costly fmouth- •

;*.pfcce^Tbf;ainb*cr, 4ril6fdcco'Sleatlier? cases
f
thoTdeplcti<»n,

:£.of^lils purse * cannot jba
'
mado

ifseasbn* ofsEaster ,
Ishopplhsr.^ Evehith'e ;item j,ofj;matches
»«wiillhavelits»weight>whenr consiQered \u25a0

!,welmustideal
.'•? nptVpnlyLwithsthe;wonv|enrQfj California,
'>buVwith^thejfeminineipopulat!oniofithe

andftitIisito^be^feared;

>>tof Zentireiwprld;^: TheJCclty^editor,"
'/wholisjoffa'tyefylsympathetiCiturn^fbr.•>so]|p'u'syv a;in'an7 has ;brought'me;his; an^'£xmal*statistician !and,^afdifferentialfcal-
r^cvlusVi'aUoSa^tube^of.menthdUwhic^ii

pretty: little;d*accn'ess left is ,t&»~other
office -yesterday." . \u25a0 . %

Dreamsf and
.-. The;things ia'done,. and -win. b« run,
double; leaded, on tho first page of th«

\u25a0 supplement, 4.with illustrations.
Issue .is; already vsoing to -press. • ,Tha
foreman has :long since ceased, yellina
J'Copyr*^;,The'-'managln» t:editor's wife
"called Ifor ;him an -hour: aso y in their/"
.automobile. \u25a0 The

-
clicking of

'the' tele^
"graphV'instruxnent \u25a0£•!«*. stilled * and'rthe *

imanipulator -thereof igone. to an' ltalian'
dinner ..withhis chum. The solitary cub ,
reporter; is.on duty.:at the telephone .to
:keep up Ml\*e>\u25a0' connections 'with '"the
morgue

•
and. 'the*police

'
station Juntil<the t

last;moment," and •has;Impersonally* in-
quired £wby «it!is 4 that -women

-
ar«* so/

*hard-on '>a-?man jwhen, what -ho^most
needs 'is sympathy..; arid «forgiveness.^-: I
am- Inwardly.Vrevolving Ia converss

•".proposltionv'-fo'r 3;whichibiting/menthol
"offers:. noIsolution-

'*
The? air t of-these"

inner, rooms -is stifling and my"brain;is
'numb. L;Another^nerve racking .week Js /
'drawing;to?a close.' with*na advance in'
pay.**no 'In' the ;weather,

Vno letters," no friends ',near, at hand,* no
\social

*"
diners *in\u25a0 prospect. 1-nojhome, no*

money'•..with.'which |to•
entertain :nelgh-

tbora:or colleagues ;in short;;nothing to:relieye rthe'grind.t'lfrthe'grind.t'lf one could but, slip
away -1into*.Nirvana iforja little

-
space !

4Back rover 'the '.years'memory ;speeds ,to'
the"]tiny;garret bedroom4with its priml-

""tlveIfurnlshingsT' and r;flowering -plants.
t Again *,the~- quiet^seclusion," -the -srestfulrr
iabandon.* the;bltssful*eonteinpla~tton ar»
t mine "asjin'fancy »l'watchi the. diaphan- v
/ou3 clouds of fragrant Ismoke 'Coat Ju*t
i:aboye^ny:hoad:^-.y/*; -j^

- - -
i*y The^'dooribehind me swings opeii"and
TaK/sniall': package 7ls-; tossed i^over1my
*sh6iiid«r.;On;ihiy,V Sunday Icopy." "Good
*hl;pht yand?ploasanfdreamsf\call3 he ofr
*the;menthol;anditlie rdriterentlal fcalcu-*
lus.iand' is>gorie 4 ere :I

•caa
'
reply.^

'
Th-»

/littleibox<bea?3; a Turkish
'
emblem •and

contains a' do'zen.^^A'swiftllnventory o| •
*ray'cramped fap'ortme'rit^ uptown'recall?''
an:iold-^easy^chair !

'and «a"<sumptuous

/lounging'; robe,'* a? pot*of in
£t&&jWindow,and sl,call;oforiental ,punb
>yet unburned,,sthe 'fumes Joflwhlch will
]preclude*the*ineed' of 'exp'lanatlon.^Th«
-package* ls J/3wept ;# into;my; grip,, th^j

Viroller;;top";Isrclosed/upon^th»; annual
:. the- ;world >is "ileft'Jbehind.'

more 1.1 "hie.
*
me* to Ithe.realin o£

"Jsweettoblivloniand'know^asainstheiap-
•>liftinK;calms of<my?flr3t!clKaxetiel '

Lois Lee
•- \r FILL mademoiselle have a,

\V \u25a0/• cigarette?" asked the "old

\f\f French ""gentleman'* sitting
?,.~- opposite me at dessert. It

was said with the utmost
gravity and respect.

; .Shades of my Puritan grandmothers!

A cigarette? . .
/Thank you, monsieur, but I. have

never
"

.In the midst. of my disavowal- there
suddenly arose before me, across a wide
decade, tlif-memory, of a tiny garret
•bedroom whither my, naught y,twin sis-
ter and 1hatr fled .with two;of ihe ob-
noxious little articles concealed under
our aprons. "We were scarcely 13 and
*tlllunder parental authority. After
lotking the door we*drew.- them forth,
in delightful awe and guiltiness,- and
laid them down In a gingerly
on the edge of the table as though they
were firecrackers. Then while;my ac-
complice procured some

~
matches I

Flopped up the keyhole and put a board
over the broken window. '\u0084

"Now," she exclaimed triumphantly,
ct'riking a masculine attitude and a
match at the same time. But it'didn't
so.

"Iguess girls-aren't built that way,"
she grudgingly admitted afters a few_

more futile efforts,' and applied Itto the
under surface of the bureau's marble

W^tb some difficulty,we each got "a
Ugbt," and after two1or three tentative"
pun's were'; so' startled at our success
that we laid the little '- Infernal 1 ma-
'chiucs'down again and looked at each
other. in.a sort of,terrified elation not
unmixed with,suspense. But not: find-
ing ourselves ,stricken 'down by,divine
wrath nor* (more fearful thought) with
nausea, we took them up once more.
They bad, gone out, and another strug-
gle was necessary.- to Induce, the ex-
halation of balmy-fragrance, which this
time was mingled -with the -odor, of
singed .hair,' while unwilling'tears were
forced from smarting eyes as the fumes
arose vertically,into them.'/ •//
v ."Tip;your head back," 'suggested my.
fellowIBlnner, seating ? herself before
the

-
glass to

"
practice nonchalant ges-

tures wlthlher. cigarette. •... * '

„?_ "Liefe lie,down,, solas, to""*>« all ready

Ifitmakes »i»*«easick,". I-faltered. /.
\u25a0 •*?««h!**:sne :exclaimed, \turnlng side-

trwe'and elevating her small; feet -with
some exertion '\u25a0{to 'the; top 'of. an .old
Saratoga trunk. \ "^Tlsn't;golng:to...l
don't' believe.".*Let's'': be! comfortable."
And, «ac blew a. -most' enviable? smoke
wreath into "the 'air 'above her. curly

head.' ..... 1
/'Quite overcome; by .thls^demonstra-
tion of'skill and daring,?!|threw*my-

self on,' the \u25a0 creaking -oldtcouchTand |for
a few, minutes took"only/enough* %whlffs
to",keep; my:cigarette tfrom/going*but.
Tliere )hovered ;;before me "

the
'picture

of Tom "Sawyer .landThis :white-faced
comrades

'
abruptly, .separating

*
after

their first smoke: on the 'desert lisle. I
chut ? myjeyes*: in*dread* and jlaidlJ one
hand against my;diaphragm."" Slowly;a
delicious :drowsiness -

stole ;over me.;:_\u25a0',.
.."Let's have )another ."lf*w«:can^ get
it"presently/suggested'my,'enterpris-
ing rival/ who'* had;;already/" finished
Jiers.T.,**l;:don't blame ithe! boys *for
smoking.". Andigoing *toithe.L window,'

t**he"carefullyjburlcd!!tne7stub/iii"a*pqt-
of geraniums.:?, s£$$£&£!EBB&B&&mB&&s£$$£&£!EBB&B&&mB&&

A WOMAN'S CONFESSION OF HER REAL
ATTITUDE TOWARD A GROWING "VICE" OF HER SEX


