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RESPONSIBILITY RESTS ON SUPERIOR JUDGES

+
L

T appears that not the legislature but the superior court judges
of this city are to blame for the oppressive rule that compels
plaintiffs in personal injury suits for damages to deposit in
advance the su $34 a day for costs where a trial by jury

S

m of 3+

is demanded. This rule is numerous cases prohibitive. The
plaintiff in such an action is usually a poor man, very often thrownj
out of work and incapacitated by the injuries igr, which he sgeks
damages. It is gratifying to learn that the judges are considering

the rescindment of the rule.
At the
of such

sho

uld be taken to expedite the
matters of real

same time measures

trial cases. They are, in fact,

because the sufferers by accident are usually left without means of |

support, and delay. of the sort practiced in the local courts often
means a complete denial of justice. The superior court judges are
largely responsible for these delays. They are altogether too liberal
and too complaisant in granting extensions of time.to plead. By
resorting to the device of a spurietts demurrer corporation lawyers
are able to get dt least two extensions of time, so as to carry the
matter over two months. There are other devious tricks to gain|
delay; but, assuming that no further extensions are sought, the|
case then goes to the foot of the jury calendar, so that at best the

trial can not be had in less than a vear from the day of filing the| ; : :
: iy s i { papers, which Mr. Harriman appears td find a most convenient and

! complaisant medium of publicity. In the whirligig of parties we
'may even find Mr. Harriman giving his moral support to the Inde-

| pendence league. One good turn deserves another.

complaint.

<

Obviously this is a scandalous condition, the responsibility for
which rests on the superior court judges. It is a condition, more-
over, that they have the power to correct. The Call assumes that

they will do so, the matter having been brought to their attention.
SUPPRESSED TESTIMONY ABOUT WARSHIPS

HE impression gains ground that the senate naval committee

was not at all eager to go deeply into the controversy con-

cerping the most advantageous placing of the armor belt on

battleships. Tt is a thorny dispute that splits the navy depart-
ment in two factions. In a general way it may be said that the
bureaus in Washington and the naval constructors are arrayed on
one side, while a majority of the line officers, the men who sail
the ships, are found on the other. The bureaus and the constructors
insist that the armor belt as now placed is all right, and declare
that the objections are merely ‘academic. In the hearing before
the committee it was made plain that the Testimony of line officers
was net much in favor and it was suppressed or discouraged, as far
as that could be done without causing scandal.

A significant fact in this regard is found in the suppression, as
far as the hearings were concerned, of a letter written by Rear
Admiral Evans last summer to the commanding officers of the ships
under his*flag. That letter contains this passage:

It.will be remembered that all our ships are mow af greater displace-
ment than that of their -original design, and in consequence they not only
have an increased draught of water, but in the ¢ase of armored ships their
armor belt is practically awash at load draft, which leéaves them, as far as
protection is concerned, but little better than armored cruisers.

This letter is on*file with the naval committee, but it was not
made part of the testimony. In the same line of suppression is the
withholding of a recommendation made by the general board of the
navy in 1906, which contains this passage: 352

The military value of our completed battleships will be much .increased
by any reduction of weights, since with few exceptions they carry their
armor belts too low to protect the water line when they are loaded for sea.

That this defect would be disastrous in action 45 shown by the fate of the
Russian battleships in the battle of Tsushima. =~

The naval committee apparently has dropped the inquiry, in.
accordance with: the temporizing policy of avoiding all controversial
matter during the imminence of a national campaign. The public
might have accepted that policy without remark or objection were
it not for suspicions aroused by these disclosures about the methods
of the committee in the way of suppressing important testimony
from the people best qualified to pronounce an opinion.

THE HARRIMAN PANIC

HE Harriman propaganda. of which Dr.  Ainsworth is the
latest exponent, might be more prosperous in exploitation of
the so called “Roosevelt panic” for political purposes if the ac-
tual facts of the situation fitted more closely with what Mr.
Harriman wishes to make people believe. Dr. Ainsworth, who is
merely the echo of somebody higher up, wants to persuade people
that Roosevelt must bear the blame for dismissal of a third of the
Southern Pacific working force. Fortunately or unfortunately, ac-
cording to the point of view, the returns do not bear out Dr.+Ains-
worth’s borrowed theory. Interstate Commerce Commissioner Lane
has made a close study and comparison of railroad. returns of earn-
mgs for the past six months and he finds that the roads in the Pa-
cific coast group show a steady and increasing prosperity. We,quote
¢art of a recent statement given out by Mr. Lane on this subject:

. Beginning with the Great Northern, which is near the Canadian border,
and coming down the Pacific coast to the Mexican border, thus including the
Northern Pacific, the Southern Pacific and the Santa Fe systems, each one
increased its total operating revenues in the last half of 1907 over ‘those
revenues for the last half of 1906, while the net income was in some cases
increased and in others slightly decreased; the net income from ration in

ach of these lines being: Santa Fe, $13,000,000; Northern Pacific, $18,000,000;

Northern, $13, , and Southern Pacific,
. Taking freight revenues alone the Santa Fe system, for instance,
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{the blame on Roosevelt.
| worth’s letter was given out for publication in the Hearst news-
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touched the Southern Pacific, was largely artificial. This would

mean that Harriman planned deliberate injury to a third of his work-|
The Call hesitates to believe that|
|any man could be so wicked. To avert such suspicion the word|

ing force to serve political ends.

might very well go out to superserviceable understrappers to put
It is perhaps significant that Dr. Ains-

GIANNINI, CRUSADER

SUPERVISOR who loves his fellow man—the term man

includes woman—in a platonic spirit feels chagrined because

certain ill mannered people come in late and tramp down

the aisles of a theater while the play is in progress. He would
mend their manners by municipal statute.

One would not undertake to say that Dr. Giannini's euterprise
is rash, preferring to regard his plan for the diffusion of good man-
ners on compulsion from the top of a philosophical fence, content
to urge the wordy scrap from afar. Dr. Giannini is the stuff of whizh
crusaders are made. Let him look out for Murphy. The Murphies
are a stiff and sturdy folk, good sticklers for their rights.

The more civilized we become the less free. This was once a
free country, when the North American Indian roamed the woods
and prairies and owned thefn all. When the white man came he
took to burning witches. It is the first mark of civilization to mind
your neighbor’s business.

There are inspiring potentialities in the line of the compulsory
civilization that Dr. Giannini has marked out for himself and his
neighbors. Is a supervisor discovered in the act of eating peas with
his knife? Make it a misdemeanor and send him to the county jail.
Has an election commissioner been seen sitting with his dinner
napkin tied around his throat, like an article of clothing? Let him
be sent to the municipal stocks. So would the San Francisco statute
book become authority on “table manners” aud the habits of good
society, and might enter competition for the title “Don’t.”

There is more in civilization than the cheerful whistle of the
peanut roaster and the beguiling glitter of the great white way. It
is time for the sociologer to write a book on the subjection of mzn,

NOTE AND COMMENT

Things look rather black for the

Forester Pinchot appears to sort of !
negro soldiers’ reinstatement bill,

have his enemies up a tree.

It's up to the climate of California
to add to its fame by putting Fight-
ing Bob on his feet.

Venezuela is fortunate that Uncle
Sam’s patience is so greatly in excess
of Castro's sense. ;

The motto is to be restored to the
coins, but there is nobody rash
enough to predict that this will in-
crease the scramble for them.

Answers to Queries

island.” The Indians of the Antilles
firmly believed that there was such an
island and fountain.

- - -

ASSEMBLYMAN-—-s. A, Oakland, Cal.
What are the duties of an assembly-
man and what s he allowed in Califor-
nia per diem and for mileage and ex-
penses? .

The duties of an assemblyman are to
assist in the passage of laws for the
state, within the limits prescribed by
the constitution. The pay of an assem-
blyman in this state is $8 per day for
sixty days, the constitutional limit of

There is no doubt that Rpef,
through force of habit, would object
if offgzed his own selection of judge
and jury. -

FOR THE INSANE—J. E. M, Aptos,
Cal. How many hospitals are there in
Calffornia for the care of the insane,
and where are they located? How many
patients ave there in each at this time?
Who can furnish the figures? g

There are five hospitals in California
for the treatment of the insane: One at
Stockton, another at Napa, the third at
Agnew, the fourth at Patton, San Ber-
nardino county. and the fifth at Tal-
mage, Mendocino county. To obtain the
desired figures write to the superin
tendent of each hospital.

$41,000,000 for the six|

mignonette, and what does it mean in
the language of flowers? A

The flower is a native of northern
Africa and of Syria. . The name, which
is the diminutive of the French one,
mignon (darling), means “little darl-
ing,” and in the language of flowers
expresses “your qualities your

charms.” :

- * -

shows larger freight revenues in December than in July or September, and
Southern Pacific’s December freight revenues were but a few thouu:d 3‘:‘:};’&5:"‘ ‘m:;‘:: m;
Jess in that month than in'any other month, excepting October and| 1t is said i days
ber. We find, therefore, no alarming condition presented as to the|Ponce de : 3‘3 gl.l) that
M- Lane's figures are officially furnished by the railroads in{ivatess womd
compliance with the Hepburn law and are authentic. They lend| ‘wuot%‘ isla
support to tlu:~ di'seouragin.g suspicx“on"that the panic, so far as ujn:‘;‘»?nﬂg
B S i g R 3 3 VR

FOUNTAIN OF .YOUTH — Jeane, | deem

- - -
h session of the legislature, Mil
MIGNONETTE — Subscriber,  City. | &8¢ . Mileage
Whence came the flower called|!S 10 cents per mile from piace of resi-

dence to Sacramento and return; con-
tingent expenses not to exceed $25 dur-
ing the session.
meant by “artist's proof” as IDDEOG
steel vings? TR

It is ‘first print of an engrav
which is submitted to the artist for in
spec and any alteration he may

Ll Ll - :
PROOF—8ubscriber, City. is

to

the same., A very limited number are

printed.

, after which he signs|

| T~ Napoleon 1l at Sedan

3
|
|
2

Sarah Bernhardt, mentions in her me-

| moirs that Napoleon IIT had two horses |

shot under him at Sadan. Some having
thrown doubt on her statement, says
the London Telegraph, and denied that
lthe emperor was ever in personal dan-
ger at the time, Baron Verly, son of the

what he affirms to be the authentic
account of the unhappy sovereign's per-
sistent attempts to court death when he
saw that defeat was. unavoidable. - On
September 1, 1870, at 6 o'clock in the
morning, Marshal MacMahon, returning
wounded to Sedan, met the emperor
riding out to Bazielles. Napoleon IIT
realized that the situation was des-
perate. He rode slowly out, depressed
and thoughtful, under a hail of shot.
During an hour he inspected the posi-
tions..' Bullets rained ont his escort.
Captain d'Hendecourt was killed a few
feet away from the emperor.
fer, deliberately seeking death, alight-
ed, ordered his escort to remain be-
hind an embankment, and walked up
to a cemetery on a height, where he
stayed for another hour, exposed to fire.
He mounted again and rode to another
part of the field. General de Courson
and Captain de Trecesson were dan-
gerously wounded by his side, but not
a bullet hit him. The emperor at last
seemed to despair of meeting his death
as he sought it and rode back to Sedan
at noon. In the town itself shells fell
thick, and while the emperor was rid-
ing with his escort up the Grand Rue
one burst just In front of him, wound-
ed one of the Cent Gardes and killed
the two horses of two aldes de camp.
Napoleon IIT looked on stolidly, under-
standing, perhaps, that it was not his
fate to die in action. The story that he
had two horses killed under him is,
therefore, not correct. But there is no
doubt that the unfortunate emperor,
beaten and ill, a pathetic and tragic
figure, did deliberately seek death on
the field to escape the disgrace of Se-
dan, which he foresaw.

i Scotch Women Tipplers

One of the 'Edlnburgh magistrates,
Bailie Stevenson, has been supplying
some remarkable figures concerning the
local drink traffic. He points out that
the convictions for drunkenness in
Scotland during 1906 numbered 55,000,

an increase of over 9,000 as compared
with 1905; and an equally lamentable
fact was that of these 42,000 were con-
victed of this offense for the first time.
The same steady increase had been
going on in Edinburgh, until last year,
when 6,993 persons were convicted of
drunkenness in the loeal courts, an in-
crease of 550 ever the previous year.
The bailie thinks one of.the most
painful and distressing facts in connee-
tion with the drinking customs is the
growing habkit of intemperance among
women. Last year there were 2434
convictions recorded against women in
Edinburgh for drunkenness, an.increase

=1’-
]
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1 1of 123 over 1906, and 216 more than

in 1905. Over 100 were convicted of
being drunk in charge of a child. Many
innocent young lives were being yearly
sacrificed through the intemperance of
‘mothers. In Edinburgh last year there
were 7,649 births, and of these $62
children died before attaining the age
of 12 months. That was equal to 112
per 1,000 births; while the ordinary
death rate was only 14.26. Among the
many contributory factors to female
drunkenness the ballie speecfally me-
tions two—the ‘large number of gro-
cers’ license and the abuse of the jug
bar.—Wastminster Gazette,

o
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European Armies

~In : return just presented to parlia-
ment the total of the land forces of
the crown at home and abroad on the
active list is given as 445,731, as com-
pared with Germany’s 610,000, France's
677,581 and Austria’s 409,688. Thus
the British army appears nearly two-
_thirds of the great German army and
%c:yo than equal to the Austrian army.

e figures, however, are, for com-
mﬂ". : ¥ ous, for

P —
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reserves 3,400,000 —W.

The lnsider |

Tells how fellow church members were affected
by Abe Ruef’s gift of violets and ferns to
Christian Endeavor workers at county jail

AST Sunday a def®oted band &f Chris-
Violets Reward tian Endeavor workers went to the

Endeavor Girls county jail to sing and pray with the
prisoners. Afterward they returned to their church, and it was noticed that
every one of the young women carried an immense bunch of violéts and
maidenshair. They were rushed with questions from their fellow church
members, who thought it a unique circumstance that the county jail should
yield such booms. Pressed to reveal the secret, with one voice the fair
Christian Endeavorers replied:

“Abe Ruef”

And so it was. Ruef had watched the entrance of the young women and,
awaiting their exit, had presented each with a big bouquet of the sweet
scented purple blossoms.

“It's a graft! a graft!” cried the listeners when the secret of the bouquets
was divulged.

2.
-

Rev. J. B. Hartwell arrived ifrom China

Chinatown Church last week and is visiting friends in Oakland.
Founder Returns Dr. Hartwell has grown gray in the mis-
sionary service, and his hair and beard are smow white. For many yeard
he labored among the Chinese in this city, and it was through his efforts
that the first church was erected by Chinese in Chinatown, a brick structure
that before the fire stood at Sacramento streét and Waverly place. From
San Francisco Dr. Hartwell returned to the larger field of the Chinese em-
pire, taking his famiy with him. One of his daughters, Mrs. Beatty, who
is married to a Presbyterian missionary, was here recenty with her husband
and children. Another daughter, Miss Anna Hartwell, who has shared her
father's labors in the interior of China for several years, is with him on his

;late eolonel of the Cent Gardes, gives |

The lat-:

present visit to California.
sl o

Voices Demanded

management.

“Wanted—Chorus people who c¢an sing.”
: This is the opening sentence of an ad in
of Chorus Girls Sunday's papers, placed by a comic opera
It must be rather discouraging to a chorus aspirant who has
only a good ﬁeshing figure for qualifications to read that a. voice also is

months in San Francisco Mrs.

George Harding will leave town

on Monday evening next and re-
turn to her own home in Philadelphia.
While in this city Mrs. Harding has
been the guest of her mother, Mrs. O.
C. Pratt, and of her sister, Mrs. James
Keeney. This was not her first visit
to California and she has many friends
among the society matrons here.
' Mrs. Harding is an extremely charm-
ing woman and a social leader in her

own city. She has been guest of honor
at a constant round of dinners and
luncheons this week. On Monday Mrs.
Horace Blanchard Chase was hostess at
a dinner in her honor, and on the same
day Mrs. Russell Wilson entertained at
luncheon for Mrs. Harding. Mrs. Her-
man Gregory Shainwald, whose hand-
some home in Devisadero strest and
Pacific avgnue is one of the most hos-
pitable in town, gave the charming east-
ern woman a luncheon on Wednesday.
Mrs. William Hinekley Taylor, in her
pretty Oakland home, was hostess at
a large luncheon, and Mrs. James
Robinson gave a dinner in her home
here, both in Mrs. Hardin's honor.
Mrs. Rudolph Spreckels gave both a
dinner and a luncheon. last week for
Mr's. Harding, and the delightful house
party given by Mr. and Mrs. Spreckels
at their country place, Sobra Vista,
over the last week end was for the
same ‘popular matron. Mrs. Hyde-
Smith gave a pretty luncheorn in her
Fillmore street house for Mrs. Harding
on Tuesday and Miss Laura McKigstry
was also a Tuncheon hostess

for a long visit, has decided to remalin
here for the present and may possibly
visit the eastern city later in the year.
> - -
Miss Evelyn Norwood, wWhose mar-
riage to William Brgeze is to be one of
the events of the early autumn, enter-
tained at bridge on Wednesday after-
noon. Her guests were 20 in number
and competed for exceptionally hand-
some prices. An informal tea followed
the game, to which several more maids
and matrons had been bidden.
- - -

Mrs. Whitelaw Reld, who has been

& | 80 much entertained during her visit

here, will start for New York tomor-
row and expects to sail for England
at once. Miss Jean Reld left some
weeks ago and has already sailed from
~ew York. On Tuesday last Mrs. Rus-
sell Wilson gave a large luncheon for
Mrs. Reld, and there have been several
small dinners this week In her honor.

: . - - -

Richard H. Pease and his son, Rich-
ard Jr., reached town late last evening,
after a visit of several weeks in New

tomorrow with a reeeption and supper,
to which some of their oldest and near-
est friends have been bidden. Mrs.
Pease will share the rduties of hostess
with hér daughter, Mrs. Arthur Wat-
son. :

- =

Mrs. George Dearborn of New York
left yesterday for Mexico, where she
will spend several weeks, en route to
the eastern city. During her visit
here Mrs. Dearborn was tha guest of
Mrs. Russell Wilson and Mrs. James A.
| Folger.
i - . -

The wedding of Miss Anita Day and
Cass B. Downing will take place on
Saturday, April 11, at the home of the
bride's mother. . Only the intimate
friends and relatives will be asked to
the affair and neither bride nor groom
will be attended. The Rev. George
Eldredge will be the officiating clergy-

necessary. It is only the stars, apparently, who need not always possess
voices.
FTER a visit of nearly two man. The announcement of Miss Day's

engagement followed very ciosely upeon
the end of her school days and was
made before she had been formally in-
troduced to the social world. She is
extremely popular with the younger set
and is an unusually pretty and accom-
plished girl. Mr. Downing s well
known in e¢lub and banking circles
here and he and his bride will maks
their future home here.

kR

Mrs. T. Walnmorgan Draper and Miss
Dorothy Draper have returned from the
southern part of the state and are
again in their San Rafael home. Mrs.
Draper, who went to Redlands because
ot ill health several weeks ago, was
Joined by her daughter last week, and

they returned together.
. -

Several dinners at the Presidio will
precede the regular fortnightly hop to-
night and the dance will be followed by
the usual suppers in the homes of off-
cers’ row. About 30 of the city's maids
and matrons have been bidden to the
affair, among whom are Miss Marie
Rose Deane, Miss Engracia Critcher,
Miss Helen Saullivan, Miss Marjoria
Sheppard, Miss Marie Churchill, Milss
Maisie Coyle, Miss Ethel Shorb, Miss
Marian Lally, Mrs, J. K. Steels, Miss
Elsa Draper. Miss Edith Metealf and
Mrs. Linda Bryan. .

- - -

Two San Francisco girls, Miss Pilar
Ared and Miss Mary Riley, who havae
been the house guests of Professor and
Mrs. Morrison at Annapolis, will return
this week to California

- . -

Mrs. Patrick Calhoun will leave town
in a few days for a visit in the sastern
stafes, to be' gone for several months

honor. The latter affair teok place in

the McKinstry home in Pacific ayenue - —l

e <rabge i Diamonds
Miss Mary Keeney, whom Mrs. Hard- m s Bl“k L

ing was anxious to take back with her & 4

From a comparatively small area in
the central portion of the state of
Bahla are taken almest if not all of
the world's entire supply of the black
diamond of “commerce, used for the
purposes of what is known as the dia-
mofld drill. This area lles along the
upper waters of the river Verde, a
tributary of the great river San Fran-
cisco, mostly in a range of mountains
known as the “Chapada Diamantina.'
The American geologist, J. . Branner,
in surveying the greater part of the
northern half of the stagte of Bahia,
included this diamond dfstrict in his
surveys and In cqnnection therewith
made a meost important discovery. It
had not n supposed that the dia-
mond distfict extended at all to the
west and north 6f the river Verde, but
Dr. Branner’s explorations reveal the
fact that the same diamond bearing
strata extend almos: as far as the
river San Francisco, covering an area
of from 3,000 to 5000 square miles.
The diamonds are found In gravel and
conglomerate formations.

=
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York. The Peases, who have a hand- - B
some homeé in Pacific avenue, will ecle- vexeubb ws !
brate their silver wedding anniversary .

Consul General Henry B. Miller of
Yokohama makes the following report
on the export of agar agar (vegetable
colle or isinglass) frem Japan:

According to the local preas. it is
stated that agar agar, derived from
seaweed, may possibly replace gelatin
as a basis for photographic processes.
It is further stated that lecturing be-
fore the royal photographic society W.
F. Cooper said that it has chem-
fcal advantages over its ri and will
In time mark a' revelution In photo-
graphic emulsion making.

The agar agar, known as colle vege~
table or isinglass, is much produced in
this country. The total exports for 11
months ending November 30, 1907,
amounted to about 2,000,000 pounds,
valued at $438,715. The average price
per pound exported in 1906 was 23
cents, In 1905 22 cents and In 1904 21
cents.

-

Conditions in California
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Bank clearings for the week ending at noon Thursday, April 2.
San Franeisco..... $30,270,360.48
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