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Gossip About the Theaters and the new Dramatic Offerings
itelegraph ° service,:' and ;'his ''endeavors
to^iaid "the kby.'wlriivg*\u25a0 falae
commands i*to pv the "'-"defendingI";forces
bring him/under, suspicion.*. 'He: ls^ub-^

.jfect'ed jto ivarious ;tests,; but >he success-
fully,lwithstandsithem all,':eveh;tO;hld-,
irigv;the .1horror -conveyed ito him. by ]\u25a0 a
beloved shooting, himself in.his
presence." .The :love unterest is main-
tainedithrough jTh'qrn's ,affection for £"a
.typical -southern ,girl and' her infatua-
tion;forjh!m<

-
rVv \

-
;

•"Allthe Alcazar favorites. are well,be-

stowed Iri "Secret Service.". Thais Law-

ton. /Adele
"
Belgarde, Daisy Lovering,1

Louise Brownell.'Anlta'Murray, John B,

Maher/Howard Hickman," Willß-Wall-.
ing'andßurtVVVesner; have" well fitting:

roles, 'and ;about 25 'extra persons: are
employed ;in ->an;acting. capacity. The
staging.' will'be up"!to Alcazar,' s ta nda rd
—and San,Francisco need not^be told

- ;ThelOrpheum :announces a novel jand
captivating bill for the week beginning
today at the matinee. ItwiU.be headed
by "the care \ free comedienne" Stella
Mayhew,' Vwho Is 'quite alone 'in her
Uniques and jdelightful talents.— :Her
songs-are new, and clever; her- coon dit-
ties are, irresistible; her imitations and
monologues are; the perfection in that
HneTof entertainment. SheVwill.be as-
sisted :by;Billie Taylor, who is a; clever
comedian Jand vocalist.
. The*Duhedin troupe, which is said to
be 'the .best of its kind. on. the staged
is composed;' of four 'acrobats whose
stunts on bicycles and unicycles are the
limit in hazardous performance. There
arc V two young men iand two girls In
the 'troupe. • /Press .; Eldrldge, the' well
knbwn^ minstrel* mahiiwho.has won the
tltlelof being- thc;"commander. in chief
of .the :army. of fun," will be a -laugh--
able addition to j;the Vcare ,dispellers jat
the Orpheum. ;A.rmstrong and Verne iwill
return for a.week and willrepeat; their
recent 'success. ';It^will be the last
week in,which,to • see and .hear Mr.and
Mrs. .•\u25a0' Clarke,'.-^ ban joists; \u25a0 .Frederick
brothers and Burns; Daisy; llarcourt
and

-
Charles Evans and' company In

their mirthful "It's Up, to .You....Wilt
rliarh." \u25a0'•\u25a0New^-and; interesting motion
pictures willterminate one of the best
bills of.the season.

-
.

;\u25a0\u25a0.-.-'.-. «...«. * . ;

Central :?•- "The" Life of \u25a0an •Actress," which: has
been doing a big: business at the .Cen-
tral theater. this week', will be given"Us
last two^ performances': this afternoon
and tonight. Itwillbe replaced tomor-
row;night by the latest New York sen-.;
satjon. "Why .Girls Leave -Home." VThe,
play deals with,fast life"in-New York
and tells ;story •of. a' young: woman
who Is enticed frorn>a peaceful home by
Joseph; White. "V '*,;;; ;

=
There are'thrills of "excilem«nt;in the

play,and'; much that will'appeal to lov-
era of;melodrama,- MJss .Laura Hudson
and Kernan Cripps .will'assume the
leading roles 'and Claire Slnclaire and
Thomais jHeffron . will play opposite
them.. :Other favorites in the cast will
be Condon,-; Frank Bonner, Ben
McQuarrre,."Georgine Hayne and Myr-
tle Gayety.:- .-,-^ - -
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Wigwam.Commencing with the Monday.'mat-
inee at the Wigwam:theater'. in Mis-
sionstreet. a bill which promises to be
the best, yet .given,, in. that ,;playhouse
willrbe ;presented. The De'Laur trio
of "grand; opera vsingers. ;will be the
headliners.. ;The .singers come from
Europe withiisplendid

"
reputations as

lyric artists :and . will•be \u25a0' heard :In one
of the. highest class -acts booked 'in
vaudeville."/ ;"J. "Francis 'Dooley and* com-
pany, in a singing and dancing act: Ray
and;Brocee, r comedy skeich artists, .'and
Maude Rockwell,

"
whose success :jlast

week; was. tremendous, arid' who will be
retained, "are. other of the leading;acts
.on Lthe bill to be/given .tomQrrow aft-
ernoon. .The Vandeno brothers, equillbT
rists, /are arinoupced,. as is also" May
Evans," whistler and imitator. . Another
strong jact .will be >presented -by.Hugh
Emmett ;arid;company, ventriloquists.
Latest novelties in moving: pictures will
close the notable 'program.

Chutes Reopening-
The Chutes

'
grounds, "

theater .and
skating-rink .will reopen on.Mayday.
There" have :•been so ?many .alterations
and

'improvements 'that , the "\u25a0 popular
amusement park willbe as good as new

"•--;>..«. '-:\u25a0-.?\u25a0 . .: .-\u25a0:
'

\u25a0\u25a0
\u25a0

arid quite a novelty. -The management
has *:spent^.a

-
treat deal of money :ln

makinr. the, park 1more- attractive than
ever.- ;A"1new entrance has bein con-
structedh on%the northwest corner of
the f,grounds 'lwhich ..opens on a xnld-

,way- on iboth sides of which are ba-
saars, palaces of illusions, circle swing.
maEe." novelty candy booth and many
other concessions housed in gay and
fantastically decorated buildings.
?":'TMere \u25a0will be" "a :photograph gallery
with scenic effects so arranged that
photograph* of patrons appearto have
been taken on board one of the war-
ships of the fleet. • Other, novelties in
different portions'of the great inclosure
are. electric autos running: on an ele-
vated track, half a mile long; a minia-
ture railrVad for children; -an
f'around::the -flume'*;journ«y In a boat
touring car. and Klein'selectrical thea-
ter.-. A.menagerie of monkeys will, as
heretofore, be on hand ;to amuse the
old and. young. There will be .vaude-
ville performances each afternoon and
evening In the bis theater.
-The. skating rink will be open day

_a.hd'nigh't-and a commodious cafe, with
rrieals at 'all'; hours, wlll^be a"conven-
ience'Cwhich; the public willbe certain
to appreciate.- The United Railroads
promises a convenient car s^rvicer"

Fitch's Fifty Plays
Clyde Fitch's activity!* \u2666videnced In

the -following list of plays from hi;*
pen. There are 50 of them altogether:- '

"Beau • Brummell." In 1890: "Betty's
Finish": and "FVederick- Lemaitre.". In

\u25a0the; same' yearf* "A Modern Match"
I(subsequently 1played as "Marriage")

and "Pamela'B ;Prodigy," in;1891; "The

f Masked Ball," from the French. 1892;

I"The Harvest."- "A Shattered Idol."
from- the French, "The Social ". Swim"
and "Mrs! Grundy Jr./'. In 1893; "His
Gracede Grammont," "April Weather,"
1894; "Mistress Betty," which was aft-
erward" revived -as "The Toast of the
Town.'Vln'1905; "Gossip" with Ditrich-
st«irf, 1894; "Bohemia" from"the French,,
'.'The' Liars"'from the French,' In 1896;
"A;Superfluous Husband" with Dltrlch-
stein,">lß97; "Nathan -Hale,"->"The Moth
and

"
the "Flame;" "The Head of. the

Family" from' the German with Dlt^
•richstein,"lS96; g "The'Cowboy and the
Lady." "Barbara Frletchie." 1899;
"Sappho" "from- the French, . ."The
Climbers,'". ln :1900; "Captain Jinks of
the Horse vMarines," "Lovers'. Lane."
"The Last of the Dandies." "The Way

of the World," "The Marriage Game"
"The Girl and the Judge," 1901; "The
Stubbornness "of Geraldlne," "The Girl
With the Green Eyes." 1902; "and in
the following "year," "The Frisky Mrs.
Johnson" from :the French, "The Bird
in the.Cage," "Algy,""Her Own Way."
"Glad of It'*-and "Major Andre." . In
1904-Fitch :wrote "The Coronet of -a
Duchess;"' 4 •'Granny," "Cousin Billy,','
"The"' Wonian- fn the Case,'! and "Wolf-
vllle."-".In1906 i(he wasn't feeling -right

In 190j>> "Fitch wrote "Tfee Girl Who
Has Everything," "The House of Mirth"
with Mrs. Wharton. "The Truth," "The
Straight Road," and In 190?' there have
appeared -so far "Girls'* and "Toddles."
:"- • . . IV;

Loquacious Laura
The 'passionate consciousness of

Laura Jean Llbbey-Stillwell has given
up to a' pitiless public 13 plays be-
tween January 31 and February 27. It
is too much to hope they were all writ-
ten in that short space of time, for
even loquacious Laura could hardly do
it;but they were all copyrighted in the
interval spanned by the dates quoted,
as the; record at • Washington - proves.
For soul searching sadness nothing
could be more suggestive than the fol-
lowing titles, under which the plays
are cast upon the sea of printed things:
"Don't Judge .Her Too Harshly Till
You Knßw'Her Sad .Love Story,'.'- ."An-
other*;Man's -Treasure." "The Aban-
doned Bride," "Do You Love Me- Dear?"
"The First Kiss," "The Heart of Saucy
Susalyn,"j"Loye. Me, and IAm. King."

"Love •or Honor," "Look Before You
Leap,'! "Ifthe Heart Is Truly Mated."
"In a Moment of Temptation," '.'ln An
Unguarded Moment," and "Knowing
All, But Trusting? HlmStlll."

Notes of the TheaLers
at Home and Abroad .

Robert-Downing has permanently re-
tired from the stage. He is going in
;the ministry. •- * *

It will have been five years since

John Dr^ew visited this'clty^ when. In
May. he will:appear at the "Van Ness

Clara Morris has written a. play abou»

Sarah Slddons,/ in- which :the scena
where the :heroine ;was

•
hissed from a

London-stage is disclosed.
•\u25a0 • •

Itis related or Robert Mantell. who
willappear in a few weeks at the Van
NesaHheater/.that he is one. of the most
"thorough students of Shasespetxe 00

the stase.^^-v^-
'
; ,—. \u25a0

George II« Timmons, who Is one of
the best negrro impersonators on the
stage, has made a bisr hit as Shiny in
"Cupid at VassaK" which willb« at the
American this .week. .

:.-'.-\u25a0 '.."....- •- \u25a0\u2666-"'.•\u25a0• , •
James K. Hackett. the failure of

whose play. "John Glayde's Honor."
left 'the star without a production thj«
season., willappear in a. stock company
In Washington for a season of four
weeks. .-• • •
. Lewis "Mdrrtson's version' of "Faust"
:w"iilbY revived next -season, with nejv

"speetacnlar^ features.j. ••Florence Rob-
erts* w,ho..will represent her, late .hus-
,band's estate. Is interested tn the pro-
duction, v •

" "
BSBpBSni

One- «f Nat Goodwin's successes, "In
fMlasKmri,"- will follow '.'Secret Service"
'at-.th* Alcazar, with Bertram Lyteil as
1 the sheriff. This is a role in which
Good-.vin made one of hJs greatest suo-
cessea.-'j \u25a0-

•• ; . ,.
« *-•\u0084--.-.., ..*'*.'*

• '
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Kolb and Dill willend their engajp-

tnent at-the Circle theater April.4. to
;mak* room for the.new musical review
t>f Gus Edwards. Kolb and Dill will
make a road tour of three weeks, play-
ing.Brooklyn.-Newark and Baltimore.
After that- they will return to Broad-
waty.for aiv indefinite stay.— N«w .York

\u25a0Mirron-.
--.. •\u25a0 i

.->:• -. r-V-"'\ ,*
"

\u25a0'\u25a0--
iThe> present. ;-tour. of .Francis

'
Wilson

li*."When Knights Were Bold", will be
one: of:,-the- longest he. has played' In»
faan>\ ywrs. His season opened at th«
Ga^riGk, -New York.,inAugust and .will
close next June, la..the northwest.

\u25a0 Martin V. Merle's scriptural play,
"The LightEternal.'* In announced for

> productiou>ln..the
/
.near." future at tho

Alcazar, Itbad it's. premiere here sev-
erisl yeais ago.and.wa3 u.sed as a ve-
hicle ia whlei"..ta.star..JanYe,3 Xeliliod
Kdythe- Chapman, in the east.

\u25a0-
• •

\u25a0-.
•

.":Among- the booking's at the American
theater for the friear future are "Mrs.
Tejnple's Telegram."_ which will follow
','Cupld- at Vassar,". Max Flgman's re-
turn.; engagement In, "The Man on tha
Box,"

«tfte op^ra company, and
'.Thp, .Couatry.SquireV'. a ;new;pastoral
drama.'. 7-. .,""J7^ '\u0084','.".' '"\u25a0.'. '

*
\u25a0•••-\u25a0" »-;. * •"•'\u25a0' ••>*-

Miss Lulu Glaser. who Isplayingr thi
widow in.Weber's on "The
Merry Widow,"i3reported to be on tha
point of lfaviniar that company.- She
:will stay but two weeks 'longer and'
will then, be' put at the head of her
.own^.cofnpany

j
In a musical comedy

"show.' 'She denies .she Intends goins
,Into*vaudeville.

'
i;'-

Only two cities In the United States*
will see "The Thief" tljls season, for
at the close or the big New York run
at the:Lyceum .theater the play will be
brought to the Van Ness theater. At
the .expirattori of; Its engagement in
this the company' will return to
New

1York"for ah Indefinite time. :

v •v
- '*' '• \u25a0

. Williams and" Walker recently cele-
brated the sixteenth anniversary of
their theatrical association. A big jubi-

lee performance of "Bandana Land"
was given last Monday InNew York in
honor of the occasion. The

'
partners

first appeared "together^ in a sort of
wagon minstrel show, traveling: out of
San Francisco, says the New York Tele-
graph. At the first performance it waa
discovered that the program needed
lengthening. Accordingly a sketch was
Improvised with Williams and Walker
in the principal roles. -• -. j?j •

,After appearing in>, vaudeville for
several seasons they- obtained; an «n-
jfasement In Canary &.-Lederer"s pro-
duction, of "The Gold Bugr." -which was
presented ait the Casino- in

'
1596. The

late Will A. McCotmell then took them
under his w\ng and presented them In
\u25a0'The Senegamblan Carnival." Under
his direction they created a mild sensa-
tion at Koster & Rial's.

j.'^TJio.Uneiderits\eqf f'therfplay/fcenterl-ih
:the'je fCort slof ta!nXThorn"|(Bertram'
iLyte]l);MiVm.Mnber;of States
secret' so.rv1(;e,lto!hood wirikfthc]au thpr-"
itiesJoffßichmondrwhlletthitrcityilarun-

;4«jjilJeeg]^lgampl6yo4-Un'-tb«Tiuwr

:i-William Gillette"has not'written any-!
thing/ better ',than i"Secret". Service,"/ and!

.tliat>ls. 'a :statement '1- indicating x
merit,7for,Gillette is the~author7of,'rriany j
-successes. \.'.In^its he ;dis-'
pensed > with',many ;of< the^conventlonal"

Wil»U;<1rama';;} features, ia
strong ""aridjlogicalVplot.\s° This >fact lac- \
counts ;for^the«success^of;ithe"|play^lmJ
England ;aihd fFrance.-j where; its|rneritß {
a.s^drama,*;pureJfahdVsimple,*.werelln- ]
stantly^and ;overwhelmihglyjJacknowl^j
edged.^:}.Thefe is- "something

appeals] tofiimeri-1
N> ;? :'\

Alcazar
/- -."Secret - Service," which /is. to jhelthe
Alcazar's ;oflTering this -'week;I!was |the
attraction;; atithe told - Baldwin;:theater,
when; fire 'destroyed ;thatj famous yplay-_"
house. Since; then' it( has ;;.neve r^.been
given\ah ;adequate \u25a0presentation ;In?thiscity.VATo',;many:"aduJts,". 33

nthrefore'f;"Se7
ere t Service"^ is a'uevo playland \u25a0 thej.'AI-'
cazai\jproduction will have 'the "charm
ofjnovelty.:

'
\u25a0'\u0084-'-' "•\u25a0'." -\u25a0-\u25a0\u25a0 •\u25a0" /.:? \u25a0"\u25a0

•. •

-
Florence I'Gear,-' a: handsome ..blonde,

-Jules Murray's; former: star,
"
playsithe

leading role -of Kate Newton. She has
a' sweet and flexible soprano voice and
great talent as an actress. A strong
company supports the star, .including
George Tinimons, Harry ,Roche," George
Castleberry and • Gporge ,Lewis. "The
Vassar Girls' Chorus" is one of the-novf
sclties introduced. ,: '. . >i
"'Special ]prices, .ranging".1from. 25 cents
•to }1,:will prevail during; the stay, of
"Cupid;at Vassar" at '- the American

Helen Bertram's ;reappearance in San
-Francisco has :been' a big.'success

'
at • the

Princess, where she is being starrred }n
an elaborate '. production of-''The .Vice-
roy."; Her; voices has .lost; none 'of.^its
sweetness, or range,' and « in \u25a0 the ,:role
of :the pirate chief,,;Tiyol|rii;>she's disi
plays all the dash and; sparkler which
made \u25a0her •so :great a;favorite '-\u25a0 when\she \u25a0

created thejrqlej.wlth'«;th"e'";Bbstqnian'sVT;:^j
'As usual at the Princess; .thex-ast* has !

been disposedlto excellent advantage- in
theopera.U Arthiir^Cunningham as^Cap-!
tain Corleone "makes a splendid
of his robust :role. f;His^baryt6nelyplce
gets

-
many •opportunities .; to *shine,! an<J

in\the ensemble, '/We'll Get' You'jat Last."
Tivolini,"creates a,furore at

'
every jper£

forinah cc. Harold' Crane is handsome
and /effective as -Luigi.vand makes 'the'

jpa it
"
interesting -lyrically \u25a0 and ', dramat-_

jically.T.Zoe Harriett is;chic? andi dainty
1aS;Beatrice, scoring;

'
her-:;regular.jhit;

Sarahi Edwards has an -opportunity (to
jsirig.'and act as Fior'etta'and isiprovihff
;herself \u25a0'a..valuable Jddltion-; toithe.'Prln-
icess cast: of;singers. /The '.coimedylele^
;ment "_of the; light*. opera' is well!placed
inUhe hands of George ;B.;Fields,* Ben
Lodge and. Oscai\C.;Apfel.V. :The ichorxia
is .worthy."of attention'and Jsirigs^wlth
precision and \ fine -{effect'1the' ;stirring
music 'of ;,Herbert's. score.V"The Vlce-

;roy";.will;;roy";.will;be "continued \u25a0 another..* week
and;,wlll,'r without/ doubt,r;'drawl;liberal
patfonagetothe Princess,:whlch ils'em-
inently'.deserving, of the r favor, ofithe-
ater. goers. V ::. . > ' ' -

is,unique among musical- comedies \u25a0in
that it has a;-tangibles plot- which
threads _the pretty, musical 'numbers to--
gether and makes- the entire play de-
Jightful. . **. : . /..../. ..'... :,..:\u25a0\u25a0,

%\.The; story deols with an. American
girlwho, believing that' her sweetheart
is false ito

'
her, tries to mend :her .;heart

by:i%ending; his.' She becomes,;;accord-
ingly,.engaged to the "meanest man, In
the .world" just for spite. Fate, how-
ever, in:the. person of Cupid," intervenes
$.nd.-..the .•-• story,: ends baPPl

'
?;

';

"*
Oh. "yos: there was something" hfHold

|n*':which<hn ask^d"me'.to (
puDllsh;%'."lt

was about his sketch "It's Up" to4 You,'
WilUam." .. ;Evans says h«
isrocs critics find in his"v sketch ?proof
tJiat many a three act play niay be coa-

"~
"We'll go together.'! said; Evans,, and

it was "curtain".' for the interview "with
the "boolf agent" who haslscen much of
the. Unhappiness of"life,'but" who .has
kept his spirit of fun and good cheer
intact: BNHBHHBHHBBH^SIg^&S

: "I've'.Tseen listening.next door,? said
Bhe with a charming smile,."and ;I
thought if you were going to' tell 'the
s.tcry..of your entire llfe^l'd go and get
something to cat and come back ,in
time for the show tonight."

"
"This'is'my wife," said he. "She was

ffTf^Tvitb Jjivid Warfleldin The Asa-
rwjn^er" five years or so ago.- -Her/namo
{lfen'^was Miss Helena' Phillips, , the
san»4-hs Itis on our. bills this week at.
the Ofphcum in .'lt's Up to Vi'ou.xWll-
Ham.'

•
You surely remember her." :

':

"'%hiT*show at the' Orpheum.was over,
arnd'the house' was quiet. .There .was a'
rap .,on our door- and Mrs. Evans" en-
tered. '. ... HBE

**It is -a fact well known that hone
of -Jsbvt^S -pTays Were successful in -re-
h»>jarsal.":th.ougli his central ideas -w,ere
grrVat. Think them over and. tell me If
anybody i!= revolving* such plays now;
but they had to be, worked out, and
that took energy, and youth. 1 believe
that "The Parlor Match"* is right up to
d^tf^.this minute. The ..only, changes
whirtj*-Xin»-e would- impose- on -".H.: to
ina'Ue'it'gor now wonld be' Ihe'intefpdla-
tion- of new- specialties -, which,-. Eome-'
hCiT,-. <ir other, all oT Hoyt's pl.ays;ex-
c>pt ?The Texa s St-ejf-r". easily, permi t.
Their Tun and 'satire, as created by
Ifbyt. are »ot of this year or'last. They
are perenntaL But Ido not expect
ever again to play In 'The Parlor
Maloh.* which is the only Hoyt 'piece
I"eyer did. Maybe after I'have .fin-"
i'slied7 ray act and the curtain is rung
dtrwn,-. some one else may find a Iloey
q.nd -jeyive the original tramp and the
bpok/'ajpent.
sJsAfter Hoey's death I-went to "New
Tork/and rebuilt the old: Park theater
aiid called it the Herald Square. There.
we produced Belasco's 'Heart of Mary-
land*,for the first time; DeKoven's 'Rob
Boy,' and 'French Maid.* Then I.man-
aged Frank Mayo, with whonj, years
before,:! had made ray dehut. \.Hls Ca.~
reef.-in 'Puddinhcad

'
Wilson*,- was \u25a0 cut

short- by death In 3S96,'as you know.
"Vy,?.w©uld: have made a fortune out of
iUhad; he lived." , , -. .•

on something newl- Until then we had
dqac -the regulation song and dance,
Ihe uniform three steps backward at
IK&'«'"rid- 6f,;each

*
verse ,then jthe

dance,: gesturing more or' less grace-
fully meantime with outstretched arms.
You recall how it was done. Remember

•Delehanty and Hengler, the latter the
father of the Hengler sisters. They
were the aristocrats in this line of
work and their salary was $250 a week
for ihe team.. That was, in those days,
fabulous. 1

"'"
. 'IB'at our conversational stuff brought
attention to us and finally the height pf
our" ambition was" realiied*- Tony Pa6-
tor -wanted us, and the salary was $60
a^week for the two of us. We were
getting on in the world. But my part-
ner died in 18S2, and that was the end,
I.thought, of my fine things.

"Ifo<?>\ was. n^y.; next partner,, and we
were together- for -11 -years.'" Ddring
that time our professional as^Offafcion
was made even closer by our marrying
sisters* JJinnie and Helena -French. I
hm tlie only survivor of that happy
Quartet. Minnie, who was lriy wife,
played ipgonuo and kid parts. Both
w«t.«^ dancers, 'as no doubt you remern-
ISr-IV. Hoyt had written but one play, j
\u25a0'Ti}.f.*Uunch.of Keys,* when Isuggested !
to him that ho expand our skotclF 'The j
BrNlk Agf-nf into a three act play. He
4id^s<> and 'Th«> Parlor Match' was the
result.. We played it 3,500 times: JUilc-.
Corker and Old Hosg are now traditions
of,*thjrAmerican stage."'
*/;"\yould tlv.'-play go now?"', I-asked.'

'*tt most certainly would; but Ihave
faoJjsart to tryiu. fhe sucoess of those
days^ was the -result' ,vt -liard .wor.k,
ypung" Rp\rJig*and*nmbiUon.

t
I.ha^ye, not

tfce^o^age to "tackle It anew, even If
tlier*^Ti*ere;not."etntitn'ejxtar reasons -for
kjeppitj'g it in lavender., . ,-.. ;\u0084

. "I;^remejnber'fthe .. time,-", ;lie. said,
."when I-was glad to grct's35 Ta night for
him,*aridrJames JWhitcbmb' fRlloy ;was
mighty:glad: to receive! itVfor a;lecture.
But lie's ,got rich.;*t-pmrjus> books; now:*
His son In.law'rnahkges:his;finances'for
him-and-Itiley has quit work. Itell yoii,
there's^Dotbln^^lke^ii^oessjrfty;; to"
a poet'flilips j'i-jiX:"_ y.

-
:..'*C?, •;i-l*j*.a7;

.' -GtiQck'ol ,was;- Miiic,'\u0084Modjeska's, last

:': Ko,has
*
a fund of anecdotes that

would>make iflne iVeading, drawn from
his:experiences '.at' the; head 'of.-., thb lec^,
turersV and humorous .*speakers u;of{'the
"lagt'generation;. He. was^with. the great
Talmage /and was ,•, John .•B.;Gough's
manager;, he \u25a0 was -the,publicltyJman? for.
Opie;Read and James iWhi tcomb RUey;
he -was ,"ahead- orjl Joseph Cook, r the
man. who could ;not.tell'a'.funny- story,"
and!- he .exploited' the\ talents \u25a0 of "Ben
Kirig.v author ;of , the immortal. "Ifi
Should-, Die iTonight." >-

.This time
"'
Gunckel .appears at the

head
"
of." the "Cupid, at' "\rassar" :comV

pany- slated;, for.,a1a 1 week ,at" the- Ameri-
can, and;the only reminder, of his r for-
mer and departed fame is the fact that
San ; managed, fo get up :a
trifle '• of a' drizzle when' he came, last
week,:Just to -.show -.'he" was' not .for-
gotten. . '.; . rraFyfWiwffißH
. Gunckel's. skill,-however, is. not lim-

ited 'to--'his ': alleged /ability Pas_ a \rairi
maker, and •it1 Is no, more \ than '\u25a0 fair." to
.give him;some^ compensating iI
say, for. what-Jie'. island, has-been, and
forget ;what he' did '.'..to. the \u25a0 set '-pieces
that sizzled? sickly": tlirbiigh; the' mist
and fog.which hovered -over "

>thpe"«rhld-
.winter. fair so -lons' ..ago. f ._.;.'\u25a0

The hoodoo of'the .midwinter fair is
Uack • in town, and the' day. lio'came it
rained/-..Xevcr was a man more. adver-
tised-in -this city than .'Milton Gunckel,

who had' charge of the 'fireworks which.
Pain was to supply, as a :night feature
at the midwinter fair in 1594." He be-
came a joke and:

'
a* byword, and- some

folks ;began to believe .that, after all,
he was responsible in some occult; esot-
eric way, for all the rain that -,fell
and*, for all the fog that, ruined*", the
fireM'orks '.which' were supposed to, but
didn't, go off.

' '
'\u25a0 \u25a0

densod .with advantage into a 20 min-
ute skit. "My sketch is no' proof of
that fact." said'he. "The fact is 'that
in its original form it was a. sketch.;;
it was then expanded Into a play which
was '•'-called! 'There and Back,* and
which- was a big success. The play,
wasthenibolled down to a sketch again
and that is- the 1piece we are playing,
which, resembles the original,, skit
closely;- A good three'act play is good*
because it needs three acts to prop-
eily develop . the "plot and- expound jits,
artistic principles. , A poor- three act
play may be reduced to a. one*/act
sketch;;but a good three act; play ex-
ists.in that form, because it was meant
that \u25a0 way.. It's easier, to' expand a
sketch into, a' play with' music and
specialties, like 'The Parlor Match,' for
instance, than .it is to;reduce a good
play into a sketch. Please- say that in
your paper for me." . , .

(\u25a0•\u25a0 \u25a0 •\u25a0' -.- •
\u25a0
• . -.- '

;

\u25a0\u25a0'\u25a0• \u25a0'\u25a0:\u25a0 ' '\u25a0/'I ; : '\u25a0: .-'. -\u25a0 \u25a0-. ,

Hoodoo of the Fair.

'. • .Music ;ma (it; for •whistling^.rJufcructe.r-"
Jze^Ji'Cupldj at\VassaV.V \u25a0• asfjrtt"'ddJw^i'Tti'©GingerbrgadMan^'l^^fogtlx^lbook/Ut

. "Cupidj at -.Vassal-"' ;is'j'a jmuslcal^corri-'
*edy»deplcting^life:in";a 'gir^sVuniversity:
It wflf;'open :a\week'Bjengageriient; this
afternoon fat ]theyAnier lean |theater;farid
i\surprisc >isj prbmisedrlin>'thcy produc-
tion. theipioice^aro? from
the pen ofiGeorge TTotten? Smjth, iwliile
the ;.musicX is Sby." A.':'Baldwin':-- Ploarie;
composed ;ofs_"Lady'.Tpasle,V

t'
7'Tlie

vGln-;v Gln-;
gprbrrjad ,'*Man.'.'. ?anirfi other; ;biKV,siic-'
CCJ-'ses.-';'/, '..•';' '* '

."
~

> ,. .

American

\u25a0..'. Klaw. and \Erlanger., have; surrounded
the^two "comedians jwith/an
company, ';;which ,«;siich-> well
known players" as "Jeanne. Towler/ Caro-
lyn:Gordon,";' Belle -iGold ;and • Alfred
Fisher.:

'
The:- chorus is comprised "of

yoiing ,womenlwlio}'can%tiing and'dunce;
and\who;;:are V-most 'attractive. .TV.'.Tlio
male!':members i,of the'• company ,are>ex-
cellent singers :;and" the entire produc-
tion"; is excellent in every, detail: -v

'''.' VThe'-Ham'Tree"i3an elaboration; of
the .famous vsketch,. "The^Georgia;Mln-

strels/'^which Mclntyiß,and Hea'th*pre-
sented'on'the', vaudeville stage foreman y
years." \u25a0; The- manuscript' ofjthis jsketch
was; given to Hobartr- who "expanded ;it
into;the~preseiit* three, act musical 'play.'
Ittells an\am using story,' and ,there are
many [attractive 'special ties;: and [imusi-

cal numbers: lnterpolated
(
durlngtthe-ac-

tion^,' In-.'short,- ;the ;, piece; is - a .;splendid
vehicle ',foriMclntyre*arid:Heath 'toTex-'
ploit their; laugh y gettingItalents'j; as
oldtime ;negroes, !It finds ?>oom; upon
today's stage.because ofits great worth
in-'contrast > to ;'th«v hodge-podge" enter-
talhmentf frequentlyjseen*, masquerad-
ing under;- the 'title "musical Ccoriiedy."s

v.The company, opened at the Ken* York
theater "August, ,15)06,' and the \u25a0' play;ran
for several, months ;to the l'argest.busi-
nesH ever done in that playhouse. Fol-
lowing 'this, the ;company ;playedilong
engagements: in the, larger. eastern}clt-]
ies. The. current: season ,of ,','The*Hairi'
Tree" ;also :, began jat the New, York
theater, 1;where .the play repeated .'lts
former. success.'fl&HJSJ

\u25a0 '.The most important musical attrao.
tion '""seen at; the'yVan CNess* for. vhany
months ;will,vbe . .Klawi_&;.Erla"ng:er'B
great \u25a0production:' of George V. Hobart's
comedy, "The Ham Tree,'.' .which.bejjins
a two '"weeks*.-; engagement \u25a0' tomorrow
night.-iMclntyre. and. Heath.Uhe widely
known black': face comedians, are; the
stars; --'; ''..\u25a0'

'
v?.-;.'":'-:^*i?

New Attractions at*
the Local Playhouses

manager. lie says she has sold her'es-
.tatct near Santa -AnaIand;, has jbo'ught-
another '.farther; south. .'.\u25a0.•\u25a0A ije.wsipaptsj-
man %named • Bennett-' is.comnjlhi g^and

'

j
•writing her - memoirs.*'.' -Her •*!a%t--stuui1r
netted her something like $iß:,ooo,^J>nrt i
her. testimonial in-New/ York

t
brought,

this great' actress $10,000 more, *.^«he j
deserves s'all she-, has /'and - ."more, •":for,'
.though she -was Polish, she'is' now'an
American and belongs to' us. '.;'.•"
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Easter Annouliceiijent
Departments hay jng goods appropriate for

EASTER have; now their full supply, comprising
a magnificent selection of Imported and Domestic :
Qoods^ in the following lines.

Exclusive Models
Glpaks, Suits,v Cos
Linen Suits. A special $^ g.OQ

Hne of Street Siiitsat .... --^C 5
Waists, Matinees, Negligees; Silk Petti-
coats, Freiich hand-made Lingerie^ Silk
Petticoats^ specially priced ;|^BT^SO

Dress <uoods, Silks, RibDons^ Laces,
Veiiiings, Wash Qpbds, Jewelry, Trim-
rniiigs^ Handkerchiefs, Leather jQopds,
t M"vflLI11mV?2J» .' '. .'' ': "\u25a0 '"%' '"-. .'-

i'j .. \u25a0«•*-» \u25a0\u25a0',"* ' ' '•:• '.'..''\u25a0\u25a0-'•'
'

\u25a0 '.

Aii exclusive hew line of Easter Novel-
ties in Bonbonhieres from Paris.
mSPLAYED lM TO


