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AparTyENTS OF THE CZARS QLDERT
PDAUDSKITER. TN PETERHOF PALAGE .

COPYRIGHS BY GROREE W. QRIFFIIH

HRER emissaries of the Japanese
government, caught taking pho-

tographs within the walls of

American fortresses re.cently.
were arrested but dismissed with a
scolding.

Three subjects of the czar of Russia,
who are merely supposed to have ob-
tained a«photograph of & courtyard in
the emperor's summer home, must go
to the gallows for their offense.

The three Japanese wanted the photo-
graphs of the American fortifications
for one purpose only. They were pre-
paring in time of peace for the war

wnicn strategisis say may come ‘some
day, and the photographs which ; they
sought would come.!n handily in future
years when the army and navy of the
mikado planned the destruction of the
forces of the United States. Among
the military powers across the sea t e
little brown - spies might® have . been
fined or imprisoned; at least they would
have got off with thejr lives. In this
country the incident embarrassed the
officers at the forts for a few hours,
and in one instance caused the deten-
tion of the photographer for.a day.
That was all.

Palace

Why did the three unfortunate Rus-
sians want a picture of the *“Little
White Father's” summer residence—
beautiful Peterhof palace? To this
there is but one answer from Russia's
police. Possession of the fateful pic-
ture their - eyes was prima facie
evidence of a plot to kill the emperor—
for Peterhof, with all its: glories, its
picturesque which. would de-
light the heart of the peaceful “camera
fiend,” is the czar's private fortress.
Here only is-he considered safe during
the months -when leaves
Tsarkoe-Selo, his winter home, for a
quiet retreat from the cares of his work

in

gardens,

summer he

at the capital

But wherever he goes the shadow of
a sinister figure with a bomb,
volver ot a knife hovers over him, and
so frenzied are his protectors that
suspicion cast upon a supposed plot-
ter is equivalent.to conviction with
its attendant banishment or death.

Details of | the - latest “‘plot”, 'un-
earthed by the secret police ‘who are
charged with the emperor’s safety
have gradually leaked through the
close meshed net ot'-pensguh!p which
s woven about Russian officialdom. -

A few months ago .the. horde of
guards at’ Peterhof heard rumope of
& plan to kill the emperor” as; he
walked in the beautiful palace gardens.
They hear these rumors, every day;
then it is the chief cdﬁcs;n ‘of 'the
minister of police and ‘hlla army.. of
sleuths to prove the rumers true and
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report proudly fo the emperor that’

they have saved his life  once more.
So, acting along the usual lines laid
down by the czar’s police, the. officials
began to arrest every one. in sight
about the palace. When they came to
sift the “evidence,” they found 18 per-
sons whom they thought' they could
try by court martial. : %
The inquisition centered about Boris
Nikitenko, & retired naval lieutenant.
The_ police testified that they had
scarched him after his arrest
. > -5 50 P N e

L ¥ . -

Rare Photographs—One of &
1 Which Cost Two Men jf
Their Lives—of the Czar’s
Summer Fortress, Peterhof

and that

they had found In one of his pockets
a photograph of the interior of the
private courtyard at Peterhof, where
the czar was wont to stroll on fine
days. Tt did not develop that Niki-

tenko had taken the picture himself, s

but the police asscrted that there was
no.record of the picture, that it was
taken surreptitiously and that the lat-
ter fact proved the plot bsolutely. The
court took the same view, and prompt-
ly found Nikitenko and his asseciates’
guilty. Nikitenko and two others,
Simasky and Naumof, were sentenced
t® death ana the rest to imprisonment.
right in their ac-
Nikitenko -the'latter
must have performed an almost mirac-
ulous teat, for the hundreds of ‘guards’
at Peterhiof overrun the gardens, and
the -secret taking of a photograph is
virtually impossible. When this‘phkase
of the matter was brought to the at-
tention of one of the judges who. tried
the alleged conspirators, the pmcié],

If the police were
cusations against

after cxacting a pledge of secrecy as to .

his identity, said to his questioner:
“Suppose the picture was ‘planted’
by some members of the secret ‘police
in order that testimony might be at .
hand? It would be easy to do, and
thus impress the czar with the facility

. with' which access to his secret strong-

hold!could be gt hand. It was a way to
make the czar connect the officers:of
the liberal party. with the plotters.”
The terribly suggestive remark - of
the Judge was the final touch’to the
awfnl picture of Jeonditions which sur-
round the emperor and his family. -
parently a peace loving man himself,
blessed with an admirable wife and an
heir to his throne said to be the most
beautiful child in the courts of Europe,
the czar dwells in an atmosphere. of
terror and oppression the horror. of,
which is unrivaled in history. . .
Peterhof is situated on the gulf of
Finland, 18 miles west of the:capital.
It is perhaps the most isolated spot in:
any civilized country, and here, by the
waters of the sea, the- royal family.
dwell . during the warmer months in
giorious solitude. It is a3 much closed
to the outside world as the temples of:
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Tibet, and few save the most favored
of roval or diplomstic guests find their
way into its sacred precinct Stand-
ing on an eminence. overlgbking: the
gulf and permitting the royal eyes to
sweep the Findish coast for miles, the
palace surpasses in beauty every other
royal home on the continent. It is 'of
marble and red granite and it has heen
cslled the Russian Versailles, because
% was built on the same lines as the
famous French-palace and planned by
the créator of the latter.

Many smaller edifices surround the
cengral pile, adorning the gardens and
terraces which are the chief glories of
the beautiful spot.
to the sea and flowers and shrubbery
of every description are spread in intri-
chte design over the grounds.
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Terraces roll away-
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¥, AND FOUNTAING
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The fountains-are at once the Jelight
and - despair‘ of artists yand archifacts
who have passed the sacred portals and
have feasted their eyes on tLhis secret
reétreat of Russian royalty. These
fountains pilay directly in front of the
palace. - In the center of the group is
thie' famous Samson fountain, which
tosses .a column of water 100 feet in
the air. Bronze statues of animals are
grouped about it with streams of water

gushing from the -mouth of each. The’

water from the fountzins dashes down
the slope to the sea over slabs of mar-
ble. Leading fyom the.fountains also is
the great golden cascade, a flight of
gilded steps over * which - the . clear
waters glide. .
The

palace is furnished in the style.
of the last century, though:there are

hundreds of mementoes of s earller
occupants dating from the reign of
Peter 1. yno bezan the buildiag in

1711. Priceless pictures and treasures
of art fiil the rooms. ' In the collectiom
of pictures are $00 portraits of beaut»
ful women painted by Rotari, the so'-
ian artist, at the command of Empress
Catherine II. Rotari went all over the
empire seeking beautiful Russian
women to sit as models, and spent
mony years on the work.

In addition to the many other won-
ders the palace contains a Byzantine
church, which is literally ablaze with
Jewels. The candlesticks and eom-
munion plates are of solid gold, in-
crusted with diawmonds ‘and emeralds,
and.the baptismal font is Bewn from a
solid block of malachite.




