
next, then Spaulding &.Neff. the.Vlenna-
bakery and Robert Wallace, the; fur-I
rier. . "-.\u25a0.:• .;\u25a0-.:. ;#-. : =

Crossing . Stockton street the Butler
".building, 1 which was ,begun before ,the, :

'

fire for -> Newman '.\u25a0'& '\u25a0' Levinsoh, .-. looms j
\u25a0 large on ;the liorizon. ;:It/is- the/home&
of-Xathan-Dohrmann ;company. '.;it.;. \u25a0- \u25a0... Ins. the, middle 'of -4he r same block 1/sv;
the* J v M.Kotirncld ;.btrildlng,• where :the
Waldorf: hair Istore .' is.-'f to \u25a0;be.,\u25a0

•-'" -
\u25a0,% <

;The \u25a0 Toy;& Sonntag Ibuilding .on^tho
'

southeast corner; of Geary-; and Powell'
streets <is '. already, occupi'edv by. t,lie '\u25a0 Me- "',
Donnell drug company.KiSA'.t ..
.Union" square,' opposite to. tliia '\u25a0;\u25a0
block,"- has' \u25a0 resumed .' its,-*park '.privl- \u25a0

•leges. The lawn/ Is •;green,* flowers are
bloomingithere ;and '-the -park -benches^
are; full-of'peopla "taking;" theV fresh-^
ness." -On; the. west" side

' of \ the .
':square ,the third 1»

-
of.the i

'
St. Francis >'•

hotel'' is. n^aring completion. . ;

r , Over the
'
way.'-the -7- steel

-
frame of

;the' Gunst bulldlrig.J rises.. :,When-v it is- completed iStrauss, 'Greenberg /&:Sachs
will occupy,', the', three ilower ;floors.

':' 'Between the;Gunst^buildingpand-Ho-
'
tel Stewart lies '\u25a0 a- sand? lot,Tand across I

street, islHotel Alexander. „\u25a0.4:^,. .;
i 'The ;Columbia**theater J, williprobably*

onithejsouthwest." corner..- of>
Geary:. and| Mason|istreets. :frThis twill-'
froittar.-^ toward&puttingiGeary «_ street \*,back7lntojrc6mmi.sslon^^^:^v*J'.^;'.*
••-At:the of.LTaylor ? andiGeary •,

:is;the :beautiful iHotel! iin".the
'

last :stages :of :completion.';;' Beyon d«

that stretchesithe. desert 'of;:flre :ruin,

'I»- X April wind was blowing

I\ straight in from the Pacific. It
Y~, jraTh^red up the brick build-'

er»* dust and thr«»w it into her
eyes; tujTSPd the short locks loose
from their moorings behind her ears,
and set her hat askew, but .she came
In from Pacific heights to the M'est-
rru addition, entered :i new big Post
street -store and saluted the clerk
with a satisfied "O. I'm so glad your

store has -come downtown again !"
Why was she "glad, and why is

everybody glad that the retail shops

are "op'eninjj again in the old shopping
district?

'

. Tfce. merchants themselves first are
glad, because of the lower insurance

rates and the risk they are running

Jn carrying their valuable stock In the
flimsy temporary buildings of wood
most of- them now occupy along Van

Kess avenue and its immediate cross
streets.

But 'there are other diverse and
sundry reasons why shoppers are
Clad. One fs because the elegant new
ekyscrapers in Geary, Po?t and Sut-
tcr streets will e;».use business \o be-
come

* concentrated and thus enable

the busy woman to accomplish much

in a short space of time, saving «botu
car fare and temper.

• Shopping is a pleasing diversion, a
•sp'oct, to a great many women and
they enjoy It more if Ihe shops arc
remote from their liomcs. For such

rladics shopping Is of sufficient im-

portance to dress specially for it.
Then again, normal women"* likqj to

go
*

where there are- men about, and
for this vreason the- -successful retail
shops are always to be found in the

Vicinity 6f offlco buildings. This makes
It easy for the wife' to lunch with her

.S)u*ba^d or brother or for him to ac-
company !icr*home after his day's work

is done.

Out of town women folk alwaysJike

'to shop in the stores near their hotel.
The St. Francis, the Fairmont, the

\u25a0Colonial. Stewart, Holland, Bellevue

.and a score of new family hotels
\u25a0•within a radius of half a mile from
•the 'center of this district determine
-the question of where strangers will
shop.

• But, after all, the strongest load-
stone which pulls San Francisco b&cU
to this old chopping region Is old habit
and association. Evidently these quali-
ties o£ the mind have had

'
more to

do in determining where the different
old time activities of the city were to

be renewed than hard reason or new
enterprise.

Just where is to be the center of-tho
retail section is an Indeterminate ques-

tion; but all points thus far go to
prove that Zoeth S. Eldridge, the bank-
er, was near correct when he pre-
dicted over a year ago that the mag-

netic . pole of San Francisco finance
would be at the intersection of Stock-
ton and OFarrell streets.

New Shopping Center
The Orpheum is to be permanently

located on O'Farrell street near Stock-
ton and the Emporium is going back
to Its old location in Market street, a
block from there; Roos Bros, have
decided to locate at the corner of

Stockton and Market streets, a stone's
throw away, and the D. Samuels lace
house company is putting up its own
building on the northwest corner of
Stockton and O'Farrell streets, and they
purpose to move in as soon as the
new buildingis finished. It is a three
story building and basement covering

a 50 vara lot and will be one of the
largest exclusively dry goods stores in
the city.

Besides the Emporium the stores
which will soon-be found "doing busi-
ness at the same old stand," are Mas-
key's candy store, O'Connor, Moftatt &
Co., Shreve & Co.. Goldberg, Bowen &.
Co.. 11. I>iebes & Co. and the Waldorf
hair store. Sherman, Clay & Co. are
already at the old. location.

Geary street will sltare even honors
with the three nearest streets.parallel-
ing it. Looking up toward Union
square from Lotta's fountain Geary
street is very impressive and makes
the old- San Francisco realize, "as

perhaps nothing else but looking' at
the First National bank building or
the new California bank building, that
the city by the Golden gate has passed
through .its reawakening and is now
\vi<i» awake and astir.' . \u25a0-.... .

Those skyscrapers* represent the con-
fidence of money. The financiers, who :

put them up were sure of the future of
this city and' it Is just this thought
which should -make every native son-
and every Adopted son 6t "California
ever ready to spit on his hands andgo to work. ,

- ;'.: t.
1.-Magnln*& Co. are going to lo-

cate on the southeast corner of Geary
and Grant avenue. Arraand Callleau
will be on. the opposite, corner .north,
with Gantner'& Mattern. company next
door. W. S. Townsend is
spreading ;happiness ';among* sweet
toothed women by dispensing his Cali-
fornia glace fruits In his new:store
at the, southwest corner of

"Geary,
street and' Grant avenue. ":-'\u25a0"'

Zobel has ,leased a six atory ;.build-
ing two doors south rof '\u25a0 Grant^ avenue,
and ;north,:next to Union \u25a0' Square' av-
enue, George "A. Mobs is to have his
glove house. -^^sß^^SS^mSS^HS^^tA new building for Wolfe &-Hawley
on \ the. eltd•of Marchand's trestaurant
has Just been begun.:xBerteUng hopti-
cal- company \u25a0 Joins "Wolfaf&vHawley.
on^the east,. .Wakelee's pharmacy comes

The
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•lth but few oases In the form of Iso-
ated buildings, all the way up to

Polk street.

Problem of Fire Limit
How to bridge or to beautify this

ash strewn region 13 the problem which
the merchants have been trying to
solve for a long time. The only way

to help It to build up, accdrdlng to
Louis Samuels of the lace house- and
other merchants, would be to change

the fire limits and allow property own-
ers to put up low, temporary wooden
buildings within this area, just as has
been done on the other side of Pine
street along California and Van Ness.
or in the Mission and along North
beach.

> Before there will be use or demand
for class A skyscrapers (and they ar«
the only ones which would pay) these
merchants say the town must acquire
some millions of people.
Itwas this problem which made de-

cision for the downtown locations so
hard to render.' Shopping is largely a
pleasurable pastime to women and It
takes away much of the Joy of spring
muslins and millinery to have to sub-
mit a fresh frock, starched petticoat or
dainty hat and shoes to the ravages of
the^dust and. ashes of this belt. .•

Post street at Market opens magnifi-
cently, with the Crocker building on
one "side and the new First national
bank buildingon the other.

" '
.V

'\u25a0'.". The next corner, where Kearny inter-
sects Post, used to be the swellest
street in San Francisco and the mer-
chants who have already located there
are preservingjthe tradition.• Bullock & Jones company have an
attractive store on the southeast cor-
ner.and the Koenig shoe company haa
leased the entire buildingon the south-
west side. The upper floors are let
for offices, .while the; entire ground
floor is occupied by the shoe store. -" .

Adjoiningthe Koenig buildingon the
west are two good' buildings readyfor
tenants and south' of them O'Connor,
Moffatt & Co. will locate; next to them
will be H. Llebes & Coi "The building,
which the California optical company
will occupy ;on the corner of Grant
ayeriue"is' completed.- .

\u25a0"On.the opposite side of the street
will«be the Jewelers* buildingand the

Hastings clothing company.
\u25a0The Shreve buildingon the northwest

corner ;Of Post street and Grant avenue
\ has been restored and is by

them. NextIto tnem^'islthe firm of
Hlrsch &;Kaiser,\optician* and photo
supplies,. who were formerly.on Kearny

street near
-
Market. The interior* of

'their store reconciles us to the loss of
'. th«sold one. For In this, :as in all the

stores \u25a0In these > new buildings, every- ,
has been: made as beautiful as

possible.
' —

.--., ::
Oni the opposite corner the

-
Head

" buildingrises head and shoulders above"
its \u25a0;neighbors. /This ;magnificent 13
story building-awaits tenants worthy

\u25a0 OMt.
;

"\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0:\u25a0.:• • -:'\u25a0-.-\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0 +-<;
' -"-

In the middle of -this .block the.
-Mercedes, a six story ;building,": stands

completed. ,
;;On the '\u25a0 north % side ,of ..Union , iquare

the
'

Union sSquare' building' and th« (

< Union *Square -hotel are
-
both ;nearly

fcompleted. >:, -" B*^
\u25a0 that

-
there :is nothing,for.'bar-* gain hunters .or the leisurely shopper j

tillVan Ness avarm* Is reached, aorosa
th« stretch of ashes. The Bohamiaa
club and the Sultan Turkish baths ar»
the only oases In this desert.

Paul Elder's book shop, wnea It
leaves Its present artistlo houso. Ugo-
ing to move into new Quarters la this
new shopping district oa Grant av«-
nue and Stockton place.

Of these three streets
—

Sutler. Post
and Geary

—
at present Butter has th«

fewest, bulldlnps completed. But
among the number of ffirms which
will line this popular thorough;*? ©
are some of the old standby*.

As now planned Suttar street direc-
tory will Include* beginning at San-
some street: The London, Paris and
American bank, the Donoho»-K»lly
bank, the Central trust company, the
Savings and Loan society aad the
French savings bank.

J. 31. Jacoby Is doing business la his
new store on the southwest corner of
Sutter and Montgomery streets. Rob-
ert S. Atkins Is Inhis permanent place
In the middle of the block. Pausoa &
Co. are to be housed on the northeast
corner of Kearny and Sutter.

Sherman, Clay & Co. were the first
to build their own building, and
occupy.lt In this district. Their well
appointed store does credit to them-
selves and the city.

TV. & J. Sloane & Co. are to loeat*
on the north side of Sutter street. s>
little west from Kearny street. Gold-
berg. Bowen <&.Co. will Join them on
the west: Davis. Schonwasser & Co.'«
store will extend from Goldberg,
Bowen & Co.'s west w*l}to Grant
avenile. »

- '
The

-
White House, on the southeast

corner of Sutter and Grant avenue. Is
outlined in steel. This Is to be a
four story building. ,

Hammersmith, the goldsmith. Is over
the way on the southwest corner, and
is already located in a small but
artistic building.

A six story building In the middle
of this block .has been leased by the
Spring Valley water company.

On the corner of the. block the B.
Sheideman company has erected

-
the

Galen, an office -building for physi-
cians and 'dentists only. This and tha
Schroth building on Stockton street
and -Union Square avenue are the only
buildings In this *new district which
are exclusively for physicians' offices.
Buildings of this class are to be found
In all the large eastern cities, but un-
til> now San Francisco has never had
any.
. The New Book store Is open on the

northwest of Stockton and But-
ter ;streets. Above It are . the offices
and printing plant of the Argonaut.

Hotel Chantilly occupies the middle
ground in the. bloctc between Grant
avenue and Stockton street. The cafe
and .restaurant in the. Chantilly haa
the elegance and the cooking . of the
better class French restaurants of old.
and is the first of Its class rearlsen In
the > burnt district.

•\u25a0\u25a0 The synagogue above Stockton street
Is restored, ;and its handsome oriental
lines of architecture come, out mag-
nificently; agaliist the background of
gray ground "and blue sky.

West; of;
'
Stockton- the land In Sutter

street
'
has Lnot been filled In by bust-

ness houses. Hotel Regent rules from
Its3isolated ?position In.the block .be-
tween Powell and Masca streets. •\u25a0';


