
SAN"5
AN" FRANCISCO'S business center

Is Just where it was before the
fire. The money is exactly where
it.'used to be. The same ;men

have it.and are to be found on
'
the

same streets, only many of them carry

It in different
>
pockets than in former

days, and are wearing far handsomer
suits of [ciothes. Ifyou' wish to;make

-
a teuch you rfay have to study the new
garments for. a moment.; but_ otherwise
conditions are as they were before •

thet notorious 18th of April.^l9oß. . ,

\u25a0The clothing is different, but the
contents :of the pockets are not. Wltlv
one. or two exceptions everything;. Is In
better

"
fashion. The .- little "hand me :

downs'.' have disappeared.- No one
would think of doing business today in
a wooden frame with a cast Iron front \u25a0

and^ no elevator. No one proposes '-. to
go; down .into the basement, f either.
Business willbe on the level. No'more
descents Into where the waters 7of- the
bay oncevwere,~ but a direct and even
:step from the pavement 'Into the,office,

or the lift,and there you are Ina room
generously .windowed and V probably

with air" in it.
*

These simple better-.
'

'
ments In the conditions for doing busi-
ness make for . prosperity :and. Baa
Francisco is to be congratulated.'

-^With.a;few
"
exceptions, such as the

Hills building, the Kohl and the Her- i

chants' Exch.ar.se. which could not east-
-

lybe more satisfactory, for they have >

been tried by fire and not found want- <

Ing. the Improvement along Mont-
gomery, on Clay. Sacramento. Call- .
fornla; Pine and Bush streets Is re-
markable.

•
Some of the best -of the

new work is by Bliss & Favllle w archi-
tects, who1are putting up the Bank of
California on the northwest corner of
California and Sansoma streets. There...
is not a finer counting house in the
country than this b autiful granite,

structure. 1with its single room S6 feet
high. SO wide and nearly 120 Jeet deep,
lighted by windows thirty-five feet
from top to bottom There are six col-
umns in front weighing nearly 100

tons. each. Over in the "northeast cor-
ner . there is . a little elevator running
to the roof." where the directors meet
and' where the lesral and the land de-
payments have their quarters. The in-
terior Is finished In marble and Is so ,

beautiful that almost any one will be
glad ';to have a ,large depoeii there.
The Bank of California will be an

education to the public,

well-worth the $900,000 that ihe build-
ing costs.' '.._ .*
Only All Granite BuOdingJ
..Not ;of. «o grand dimensions as the

:Bank of California but decidedly

:worth> of -Inspection is the Italian- >

American bank which John Galen How--
ard

-
has .built at the - southeast corner '

of,Montgomery and Sacramento stretsts.

Itis the only all granite bulldingthat.i

haY been ordered in San Francisco since
\u25a0 the:flre.| Ithasa'flat roof 50 feet high '
to' 42 feet wide and 137 feet deep. It:.1
Is finished 'ln verde antique and white
Italian "marble. The check desk Is a \u25a0

single slab of verde antique finished In ;

bronze and
-

there is much effective
'

work/ In the decoration.- In-all.;
it- represents an outlay of perhaps
$250,000.
V,"Meyer & Ward ha"«,ouj v© % rolen- ':,.''

did building for the Alaska corsrasrcUl
company at the northeast corner of
California and Sansoms streets. ItIs a
class A structure, with a frontage of
124 feet In Sansoma street and U 4S
feet deep. The Bank of Italy at \u25a0 the
southeast corner of Montgomery and
Clay streets has a ground area of 3,000
square feet and rises eight stories. Th»
lower part .Is of granite.

*
The Mills

building; annex Is completed and th«
building now represents an outlay of
$500,000. The Postal telegraph at the
corner of Bush and Battery streets Is a
10 story, class* A structure. 90 feet by
100, estimated' to cost |4 50.00ft. Th«
building at the corner of Bush and
Sunsome streets is a five story, class A
structure, with a pressed brick facing.
Its ground measurement U 137 H feet
-uch way. It is valued at about
J3uo.ouo. The Welch building ha* •
01 foot frontage la California street
near Battery. It Is an eight story.
class A building worth 1300.000. Theu
mere is the Lev! Strauss building, 3v.
stories high, class A and B, with about
tiZ.OOO square feet of floor area.

The Clunie building on -the south-
west corner of Montgomery and Cali-
fornia streets represents an outlay of
J.'jj.OOO It is of Hay mond granite.
and while perhaps not an architectural
triuaiph as regards beauty la certainly

class A. Other buildings that on* no-
tices are the Halsey. in California
street, the Macdonough at Kearnyand
Pine streets, the Adam Grant at Busa
and streets, the Mergen thaler.
the Alta at Bush and Kearny streets.
costing 1120,000. being class A 'and
eight stories In height; the West Coast
Lire in Pine street between Montgom-
ery and Sansome. itha Lane at Bush
and, Sansome streets, the Marvin at
California and Drumm

-
streets, the

Luning and the Koshland at California
and Market streets.

Almost all of these buildings are
class . A. .There Is nothing In them to
burn, excepting tbs oOco furniture.
V.S«y are so\mueh .more commodious

i»n their predecessors In tea business
center that, though they represent
numerically a tnlrd.of the number of
buildings destroyed by tue fire two
years ago. they.supply.,a [ larger area
of' office room. Heretofore Saa Fran-
cisco, was always a little cramped for
space in the business district, but cow
the condition has changed, and soon
there will be more space than Is ur-
gently demanded. There ar« still many
vacant

* spaces; whereon buildings will
pr«*«nit):arise.

'
*nd} their rents will

be lower, much.lower, than they are
today. ;:Shops ;.and .stores that have
bevo. *a way/uptown" since the confla-
gration will.be ;moving ;back to,near
:helr old quarters in a steady stream.
The uptown centers will become a
mamor>: something for those who can
look back to talk about: but It will
be difficult for .\u25a0* those >who \u25a0

wmx% .: not
here to *-• th!s witi thtlr ows ey*j
or, to,understand. *, ;.:.-'

IN THE MARTS OF THE BROKERS


