
The Call 'cannot. believe that the Spring Valley water company really wants to,sell its property
for $32,000,000 or any other price." The history of Spring Valley prices and valuations woiilcl make a
diverting tale. One day its valuation of its plant is $45,000,000. in response to the boosting of a handy
chorus of hydraulic engineers in the pay bf,the company. Again itsoars to $55,000,000 under the influ-
ence of the exuberant, imagination of Mr. Schussler. Then a committee takes hold and averages all
the guesses inhotch pot. Itis a riot of frenzied finance. Doubtless the real interest of the company
lies in the second proposition, designed ..to. secure a monstrous increase. of rates that willraise sufficient
income to obviate the necessity of capital expenditures to increase existing facilities. In a word, the
rate payers, inaddition to paying expenses, interest and dividends, are asked to find capital to increase
the investment. Having thus invested their money for the benefit of Spring Valley's stock holders,
they will be expected in future years to pay interest on their own money.

Stripped of all disguise, this is the naked proposition made by the company. First of all the com-
pany asks the rate payers to furnish $200,000 to.increase "the present supply from 35,000,000 gallons
daily to 40,000,000 gallons. Then it asks that money from income be .provided to develop the Cala-
veras watershed to 100,000,000 gallons daily. The company: refuses to borrow or. provide money for
these improvemehts, but is quite ready to accept the increased .income arising from the supply, of so
much more water obtained with the rate payers' money. This is/ the astonishing proposition that the
company exploits in its page advertisements. The other figures put forward in support of this de-
mand for increased rates are no less extraordinary. Among them appears the item of $607,232.07, for
"operating expenses in 1907," the tacit assumption being that this is a fair charge and a reasonable
basis ,for estimating next year's expenses. As a matter of fact, this;item includes more than $300,000
spent for replacements and betterments and the greater ,part of this sum should be charged to capital
account. Instead of being a charge for expenses itis, in fact, a dividend that inures to the future benefit
of the stock holders. This practice is riot new. Ithas been characteristic of Spring Valley' book keep-
ing for years that capital improvements were'iri;large part charged to operating expenses and paid for
by the water consumers. The plan has worked so well for Spring Valley in the past that the effort
now,is made to apply;it on a much greater scale.

'
, •

- If the. water consumers of San Francisco could be persuaded to construct a plant doubling the
present capacity and make ita gift to the company in the name; of expenses," how agreeable
that -would be! '.—;!: .

*
..

SPRING
VALLEY;turns now to the -people, seeking/their indorsement and approval of the revised

scheme for a hold.up of rate payer or tax payer or,both: The voluminous statement of the cony

pany's somewhat^; threatening '"proposition, published inaiftte
rrients, was -addressed to the special J water committee of the-board of supervisors, but was, in

reality, aimed at the people. In part it is bold, cold bluff,designed to create public alarm ;in part itis
suppression and distortion of material: facts— not very skillfully done-— -for the purpose of misleading
public sentiment; hv part itis an appeal to public sympathy. The^statement may.-be, summarized thus:

I—The company .willnot sell the plant to the city unless itreceives a bonus
of $10,000,000 on the present market price of ttie;property.

2—The
-
company will not increase the water supply unless the water rate

payers furnish'the necessary capitaL .
Taking these propositions in their order, the company demands $32,000,000 for the whole prop-

erty, this being the par value of the. stock arid -bonds. It will^scarcelybepretended by the most ardent
advocate that this total represents cash actually paid in. A considerable part represents stock issued
at inflated .values for . consolidation of competing corporations. A much larger part of the stock was
issued for less than the facevalue. The. slß,ooo,ooo in bpmls'were issued at a very considerable dis-
count. These conditions are all reflected in the stock market, which puts the present price of all the
company's securities, stock and bonds somewhere around $22,000,000.

If the market price is considered too low, the valuation of the whole property made by the city
engineer is, in round figures, $25,000,000. No reason is.advanced by the company why the city
should pay $7,000,000

'

more ,than the expert valuation and $10,000^000 more than any other purchaser
is willing to pay. Whenwe say that no such reason is advanced by the companyViwe mean there is
none worthy of a moment's consideration. It is true that the r company urges* that it would cost a
great deal more < money to bring an: adequate supply from the Sierra and, therefore, . that the Spring
Valley plant should be valued at a sum equal to the cost of installing a mountain water .system. In
a word the company puts a monopoly value on its property and proposes to squeeze the/ city inpropor-
tion to its necessities and for all the traffic .willbear. This comparative measure of.Sfelue is attempted
to be applied to a property largely built up out of income supplied by water consumers and on which
the same consumers have paid steady dividends up to a recent period. Itis an immoral and dishonest
argument advanced by the corporation. :

view in these matters, and, indeed, it is doubtless 1 the man's opinion
likewise,, although lacking expression out of regard for the obliga-
tions of discipline.

Mexico*s Pearl Farm

Answers to Querfe

Honoring Notable Women

Dearth 6!Cider in France ji';V,Three
"
'.'distinct * kinds of

• pearls are
produced \in-the" California';gulf,;; trie
most^valuable;? black-, pearls, *ranging
close! to $300^perJ carat :gold. ;"\u25a0 The;next
in;point \u25a0 of[ value ;_are";the ;• white:pesirls/
about *

$250 Ta^Carat,*- the '.price farming
,withy the1size \iand perfection .. of-:-: the
gem. ;-.The jyellowish, pearl, 'jalthoußh
ranking* thirdiin"^value.; is,"as a' rule,
first!in-'favor among'thflfeminfneiad-
mirers ;;because -of>the :briliancy -jof the
gems.'; ';These 5 prices :;are!for,*tho

-
;rarest

and Lmost?
'
.perfect

.'pearls.-^-Mexican.
'pearls.-^-Mexican

Herald. -; • /
'

\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0'\u25a0 :' '\u25a0 '"- '-\u25a0 \u25a0'
'

NTwo .-..yeara.:. are required for the
growth of an ordinary- shell, which
forma /slowly In.layers, like an onion.
After'two 'years the shell loses its gem,
and, unless opened, at the (proper time,
there-. ls:nothing of value 'within. Mr.
iVives," who jspent 25 years. in studying
arid*, experimenting/; discovered this
fact, and .thereupon he devised the sys-
tem wtiereby -'the 'shells are cultivated
until the proper tim> and then' opened,
j -in'the; first place; the shells "are"'gath-
ered <lnJ the season -when the ;egg!}

;are
being; deposited.'/. These eggs are carc-
fu11y.4 placed !in%:little chan-
nels like the naturar bottom of the pea,
care^belng ;talcen in:these channels .to
protect the ilittle from;their
natural 'enemies: At;the" proper stage
they\-J are '^transplanted •» into \u25a0-

\u25a0 deeper
water, where :larger; boxes continue '\u25a0\u25a0 to
protect a them.

-
The ;stock -is also •In-

spectedtand-the-- "dead": ones reaaovffd
and replaced ;by."1lye" shells. 'In-

the
deeper ichannels. *the shells are left to
'develop, /and iat^ the end • of two years'
the 4}harvest^ is^ready.^ :In ;the ,-deep
water;cages,'iw here the^ pearls ;develop,
thei"dlvers !can;'desceml .without risk. '

Under the. old system the pearl iin-
dustry 5 on the.coast of Mexico wag an
uncertain" one. Bushels ;of shells
might yield a few 'gems or possibly
none at [all.. But a. .company, which is
working"under a concession "from the
Mexican

-
government^ lias taken up the

cultivation
-
of:pearls as a practical in-

dustry, and . is now operating ;the
largest .pearl, farm -in the world, em-
ploying in^the harvesting season more
than. 1,000 people. They are operating
In the gulf,of Lower California. The
present .' markets . for '.\u25a0 the \u25a0 company's
products -are^.Paris, London and Ber-
lin, and; Hamburg and' Bremen. for the
mother of pearl, which is exported in
larg« quantities.

The producers of cider in the west of
France are. now suffering In much thesame. way as the wine growers were in
the south of France some time ago-

101 5°9-UWU
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°
ir cW«-^hlch reached2-.301.09. hectoliters of,22 jrallon« inWOC.fell in 1907 to 3,360,219 "n°y aloss on the year of 18.94I.37a.'hectoiter!and a deficit of 12.9:c.703 on the aver-age of the Preceding 10 years. Cideris the common drink of the workln

'
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Although the freedom of.the city
has nev*»r before b*»en presented In a'similar. way,Misa Florence Nightingale
is not vthe first lady to receive thathonor, as within,recent -years two la-
dle,s who had been given the freedom
of one of the city companies have been
admitted to the freedom of the 'city
The first was the lat© Baroness Bur-
dett-Coutts and the . second, the- Hon.Mrs. Evelyn Cecil, who aa the Hon.
Alicia Amherst was given the freedom,
of the Gardeners' company in October,1896,' and was admitted to tho freedom
of the city at the Guildhall in Decem-
ber, of that year. No other ladles had
received the freedom

_
since the early

part of last century, one having been
admitted about 1810. The honor hasnever, carried with it the privilege of %•
vote.—Westminster Gazette.

,R. P. Hornwell of Eureka is at the
New. Lick.

•
Richard TVesthook of Los Angeles is

registered at the Fairmont/
Former State Senator A. F. Jones of

Orovllle is.at the Fairmont.
E. W. Barnwell of San Jose^and C. E.Fink of Dlxon are at the Blair.
L. Brown of Oroville and E. P. Hll-

born of Sacramento are at the Dale.
Dr. J. B. Blodgett of Tulare and A.\

K. Christie ,of New York are at the
Colonial.

Among the arrivals at the Hamlln are
James M. Arundel of New Zealand 1and
G. C. Coale of Cleveland, 0.

-:
Among arrivals .at the Van Dorn

yesterday were '\u25a0 J. F. Cheatham •-of
•Seattle and James Murphy of San Jose.

After a visit of seven weeks in the
east John 11. McGregor, president of tho
Union -iron works, returned yesterday.

The Southern Pacific will have spent
the sum -.-of :$480,000 when the addi-
tions ,to^ its: fleet of ferry.boats and
tugs.ar.e' complete". '..The .flrsfof this
,new.; "equipment. -the Melrose, a team
ferry, boat,, was launched a few days
ago.", .This vessel cost; $150,000.

_
She

was built at a local
- shipyard. . The

Ajax.
-
the', new.;fire tug which lis being

built at Seattle and is nearly, finished,
will cost $75,000. The most expensive
of the, new- craft will.be. a passenger
ferry boat, on the plan of the Berkeley,
which",is^ to'cost $275,000;, -The'Southern
Pacific has asked for bids and'the.con-
tract'iis open -ito i;all\shipyards .'of .the
country.- The company intends also to

Transcontinental lines have author-
ized the

*republication of the rate on
agricultural':/ implements carried in
westbound "transcontinental ;tariff No.
I.G.l to exclude" hand implements, gaso-
line engines, farm wagons and -trucks.
This -is'in;' the interest of Pacific coast
jobbers who handle these

"

commodities
in straight carloads.

According to railroadmen .who have
been through the cherry district sizing
up" the output, the crop bids fair to be
the largest on record. With Just a
little more rain, now that all danger of
frost;has passed away, the fruit will
be 'large and early. "Cocktail cherries,"
as "they are commonly called, will be
plentiful, \u25a0 and it-,is hoped .by the rail-
roads that ;the price '.will be held <at
such a figure as to keep out the Italian
product,; which was used ?o extensively
last year. \u25a0

• ' . .

The train service to Los Gatos over
the new Los Altos cutoff, effective Sun-
day, will.consistTof . five dally trains
each way. Trains will leave San Fran-
cisco at B:2o 'and 10:40 p.:m., and in the
afternoon at;2, 5:20 and- 6 o'clock.' On
Sundays ~\ the afternoon service will be
from San -Francisco at ,4:20 and 6
o'clock.' The flme to Lob Qatos will be
1 hour. and 30 minutes and to Los Altos
57. minutes.' Agents willbe appointed at
Los Altos \u25a0\u25a0, and probably at Uongr<?s<3
Junction^ effective Immediately.

C. S. Fee, passenger traffic manager
of the Southern Pacific, returned last
night from Chicago, "where he has been
attending meetings of. the transcontir
ncntal .association. He says that it is
the general opinion that business Is
picking up in the east. la speaking
of travel- to -the coast, he said that all
the newspapers in the middle west are
advertising the' visit of the fleet to San
Francisco and the cheap rates that are
to be made for that occasion. He thinks
that there willbea big travel to Cali-
fornia/judging from what he heard
while east. •

'
Tfle laughter that follpwed this re-

mark was taken up even, by the friends
of the orator, the speech was killed, and
Durbrow now regrets that he lost the
opportunity of hearing what some peo-
ple'really think of him.

."How can -I make my speech?" bel-
lowed Durbrow to the delighted audi-
ence. "He has stolen ray note?."

\. C. W. Durbrow, the eminent Southern
Pacific attorney, took a hand in .Mill
Valley politics and consequently In-
curred the wrath of his opponents In
the campaign just ended. The chief of
the opposition announced that he
would, metaphorically speaking, flay

Durbrow alive, and all those of his way
of thinking and voting. To make his
threat all' the more impressive,- he in-
vited Durbrow and" his-

1 cohorts' to-be
present. They took: him at -his: word
and, 1 coming early, filled" the hall to. the
exclusion of everybody else. ;Cheered on
by entreaties to do his killing,the un-
happy political reformer took .the <plat-
form and surreptitiously.- tried to read
the lecture which had been written for
him excoriating Durbrow. •. .

, H. J. Snyder. general agent of the
Mexican Central, left last night for a
trip through the northwest and ex-
pects to be. absent for at least two
weeks.

E. T. Fleming, who fs at present with
the Chicago an.d Northwestern as so-
liciting freight agent, will on* the first
of May.join the .forces of the Rock
Island lines.

-
-An amendment has Been authorizedby the transcontinental lines to tho

Item in the westbound tariff Nor% G.
covering bedsteads, etc.. to cover'brasa
and iron bedsteads, with rates as-fol-
lows: Chicago and east 'sl.so per 100
pounds, Mississippi river $1;45 and Mis-
souri river $1.40.

•
\u25a0

•
.=' :* \u25a0 •

. C. L. CanQeld of the Chicago. Mil*
waukee and St. Paul received a cable-
gram yesterday from F. A. Miller,gen-
eral passenger agent of the road, and
from J. H. Hilaud. third vice presi-
dent, announcing that they would bu
InSan Francisco on May1.

build a new Sacramento river boat,
which will coat JSO.OOO.

'

I LocusijPlague; in Colombia (

Conditions in^Califprnia
The Calif^rai. Promotion cemffiitte e;wlr,d toi^«,tern bure.a T,*,terdaT « f»P«-..v California*:temperature, for the last 24 io«r»: i

*"• ,»» jMtertiyv foUwn:

•!:^7'>^'"'"''''''^""'-:-^"*"""*'
\u25a0\u25a0• Maximum.. 50

Harbor receipts >t.the port of San' TraaeiKo'for Maroli.- $84 VlS***""
"**

. "Exeter. Trdar. ccmaty.'.ii ;ooaductter> eampai»a' for rood'io^ii
'

££^rjSSP^ *i^4P« da,

BuU^afS^^Ba^<^St?yr^
cost has VbetntjvtVat"Hso,ooo.\ ~.^ia pressed teiek and ten* cotta. It.

By a sorrowful process of elimination over which, she lias no
control the arm\ r wife is compelled to conclude that she is
fluous and not- contemplated by -the war. department. < Yet; with a
parting fling, she drives this javelin ;homc :

*

"So long as 'our com-
mander in chief holds his present, views on race suicide his army
would seem :np • safe place; for a

-
bachelor."

It is a good .:letter. 'It -is" well to';ha ve the woman's ;p'ointr of

Discoursing of uniforms and the multipjicity^ tlierebf • this rebei-,. lious critic declares 1 that "the pattern of them is changed every
time the general staff thinks of it.'* Indeed; the whole letter sounds
like mutinv'.

'

\u25a0 . . • ' \u25a0\u25a0

44 li X.officer's wife" writes a vivid letter to the Boston Tran-
/\ scriP^ describing \u0084the sufferings and tribulations of the
l\woman who follows the flag and tries to keep house on

a subaltern's pay. The lady appears- to have been tlirough
it all by beat of drum from Greenland's icy mountains to) India's
cpra^ strand, or their American equivalents. This is the way it goes :

The infantry regiments (poorest paid and hardest worked in the service)move back and forth across the Pacific ocean every other year, arid chanceof, station twice or even' three times a year is no unusual 'fate. Freight
charges on a very modest outfit of household goods are always in excess of thegovernment allowance, and of course the officer "pays out of his own pocket
for packing and' crating: and for the .deterioration and* breakages incidental
to every moving. \u25a0 He has perhaps, just bought his family's winter clothes
ior-Dakota when. he is ;ordered to the Philippines. Ifhe takej his furniture
with-him -he knows _tlm what survives the journey willsuccumb to Iwhite

ants and-mold; if he leaves it behind he must either pay; storage l or storeit \vith some army quartermaster who is not held responsible* fo'r•"officers'
property. if lost or damaged. But a greater

'
problem? thaii; what'to do withhis furniture is what to do with his family. Ifhe leaves 'them behind the

expense of two establishments is great, the separation long in distance andlong in time. It takes a letter a month to reach Manila; six weeks. tosthe
remoter posts. On] the other hand,_if. he takes the family along he is stag-
gered by their railroad fares, and though the army transports are cheap -they
are also nasty, always crowded to the guards and old fashioned ahdhaphazard
in .ill their equipments. . \u25a0 . %. \u0084

PLAINT OF AN ARMY WIFE

We,hope to see the bar associations oNSan Francisco and Los.
Angeles take up with enthusiasm the proposition made by

'
District

Attorney Fredericks.- These useful and energetic agencies of civili-
zation are ever in the. van of progress.

ASUGGESTIOX that may ofter some relief "for the law's delay-
arid the existing disgraceful condition of court practice in Cali-
fornia was made" at a recent dinner given by the "Los Angeles
bar association. District Attorney Fredericks of that county j

recommended that instructions to jurors be eliminated altogether,
saying :

Do away with all attempt to instruct juries, in the law; these instructions
arc never understood and never followed, yet form the basis for one-third the
reversals by the appellate court. Why attempt to teach a jury in an hour
what" you and 1 have worked years fully to understand?

• The layman who sits in court and listens while the trial judge
drones over a confused procession of instructions, usually stated
with muddy and involved construction, wonders while he tries to
keep awake what it is all about. The whole performance makes no
sort of impression on the mind of a juror save that of weariness and
lie usually dismisses them all without further thought. But some-
times a single instruction for some reason or by accident sticks cross-
wise in a juror's head and;straightway he wants to decide the whole
case on the prompting of one rule of law, without regard of other
limiting provisions- and principles stated bythe court, but forgotten
or not understood by the juror. Itis not too much to. say that a
single proposition of,law is about as much as the unskilled brain can
grasp at one operation. But when the court gives its instructions to
the jury itexpects the helpless victims to take in a vast body of law
at one swallow. Moreover, the statistics of ltfigation show, as pointed
out by Mr.Fredericks, that the trial judge dispenses the wrong kind
of. law about once in three times.. That is not. fair treatment for
juries to!serve them with tainted law in the proportion of one part
to two parts of the real stuff.

JUSTICE FORVTHE SUFFERING JUROR

!."'The; locust .which :has>fbeen '.ravaging !

the. departmest fofJJollyar.' in".Colombia,' '

SouthvAmerica^ forjthe?last two";years •
Bhowssn67. diminution fins numbers, is and
it;Is ?saidfthatUhe .condition^ of"a. good \u25a0

partfofitheJagrlculturaVdistrlct^of. this v

department V:isilamentable. ',"; The:';- de- :
struction bf;all;yegetablejmatteriand of

'

allifruits is said.to^be-soyabsolutfefasito *
leave; thejpeople'injaj state." bordering'oh '

6ctualswari^i>The. pastures iin-the rich-
eßt'icattleldlstrictiare^beihgirapldly^de-
stroyed^and'itjis'feared'the'loss^f cat-
tlejjwilllbeYgreatilfj,the vpeist|is>nbttde-;
«troyed|in *Bome^way. ,, r The! auth"oritie3
triedVtdi*fight>\the"fscourge;, but; appar-

.ently'iinWaln,'-;.'--. , %"^ <

;. Jn California ,: a -lease :;iSi as
validias^ a^writtenc'one." :-;.'A*lmonth • to
month*.tenancy* may; be "terminated

v LEASE—O:;A;.<Clty.iiCan:a vlandlord
raise :the.'rent fof"premises* thatrhei ver

-
bally.'agreed' to rentf at'lsoj much 'per
month?.-/'- \u25a0''*\u25a0' '^.'ii:.'\u25a0\u25a0• i.!-:.'J'\ '.". ~\ :'\u25a0\u25a0"". \u25a0':.-'\u25a0"/.'

•;'•;,Hampton^ Roads^- (starting ' points
Trinidad,' Rio \de*Janeiro^ PuntaVArenas
(mithe straits Tot*Magellan)*(CapelPil-:
lar."Callao,' Magdalena bay? (libwer^Cali*
fornla).*' The;iieet;,wasTscheduledit<Jtgo
from > there;to \San

'
Diego;; San^'Pedro,'

Santa Barbara;
-
Santa :Cruz^arid^ SanFrancisco.;

'
;:.:\u25a0>.; ;"':,-."; -?"; :_v;.ij '

HiTIII3,FLKET—S.;R.G.;,KurekarrCaI.
•Please";! name ..the; ports; -Evans'^- fleet
touched at, on;the;trip • to> Californla.t'".,-.

It took place- In tlie Mt-oli:irilcsV^pa-
Vilion,;in Larkln-Vstr<-ct. Marcirftf/ilS S 4^

\u25a0anil 5 Sullivan^ won in; fourJ rounds." ;It
was a;flasco

t:not.amounting to-;a- flKht.
for every Vtime jSullivan rriislieilat,"ltob-
ihson'ithe-'latter»would:go to;the 'mat.
Sullivan /had bet* that' he" would .-knor'«:
Robinson -out; in-four rouiidfi,' liiit'l'.s1 Ik?
falledHie lost^hls bet. -.-'\u25a0 ;

SULLIVAN-ROKINSO.N— -^{H.... City.
When'an<l.wherti M-'a"s t!ie;nsliV li<u\v.m-<)
John; L.^Sullivan. and (.;eo:'gc','M."- lU)b-
inson?

'
".•":\u25a0 '\u25a0

'
:\u25a0\u25a0•\u25a0- . \u25a0 -'*'\u25a0.

The term is a purely English one/ but
is said;to:have been invented hi France
andimprovedjupon by.'Engllßh-promot-
ers.'-.:, America'!/ has^adopted 'M-and 'Its
use-is Ispreading. ,:iIt;permits th^'r sole
owner of :a Hbusln^ss or an Institution
to admit; his femployes to;an" Intarestfat
small;cost '. and.;no?lnconvenicnoe»i.' Jand
it-secures each \u25a0' "member/ of \ tho assoeiii-
tiori; or.Ccorporation'; from:;any 'liability
on tbehalf rof fdebts". oontraoted; by-other
members h or.;.oftirers .of , tho rompany.
Limited liability-corporations are} thosfl
ln\'ivhlch> the; stock holflors'. wtc Halili"
only forrthe amoutit of 'thi* '"struck' they
houi. : .; \u25a0\u25a0:'^\^ \u25a0•\u25a0•/\u25a0 :;i".

:, LIMITED—T.J.M.. City. Pl««ase te.x-
plaln whatsis' meant. by. the .word i'ilin^.
ited*' as' applied" to 'corporations and
banks.i-

'
'\u25a0.:' "V. \u25a0:'\u25a0 .:\u25a0'- -,;--.V;:'-:\u25a0\u25a0 \('.^;.y':C^i a

;l'^leas abound particularly In the nests
of -pisreonH,;. swallows ;and barnyard
poultry, upon dogs, cats, and rats,; and
wherever It can and :harboring places
in.the abode.vof men. As the flea:mußt
liaye.dirt and'dustin which to conceal
Its eggs,' cleanliness: is regarded gener-
allyas a.guard agalnstrthe presence of
the'- pestu, but 'in many localities:' and
seasons it-seem*;to obtaln'a harborage
in the. oraoks; of.f-.woody and to .require
special measures of.exter'nit nation. The
remedy; i« _the use of strongly odorous

solutions^ withj.worinwood s.teji •; or.tthat
of the plant known as flea bane,, or with
carbolic acid- and water. These, solu-
tlon» \u25a0generally, will drive the Haas
away. •

i ,\ : •• . «

FLEAS—Subscriber,' City. How can
fleas-be^drlvenfrom a house?

Republican inChicago;' democratic InDenver -.'\u25a0'\u25a0 \u25a0 :'-p--;- .:..\u25a0 •\u25a0:\u25a0:: :.-•\u25a0-\u25a0\u25a0 7- rjr^z*.

\u0084 CONVENTIONS-—H/ S.. [Newman, Cal.
Where are the;national)republicanyand
democratic conventions Uo be held this
year? :v-:v-;•:..'.:• \u25a0--. \u25a0;•\u25a0\u25a0-*.»,'; \u25a0..-i:-r.'~.--'.-.-.'-' ir : \u25a0'.>\u25a0•\u25a0'\u25a0 •'\u25a0•\u25a0

; In-the
'
rough :iooks

like- crystallized; gravel.^: There ..- is Jno
smooth surfacer- As a" rule the diamond
Is found in^blue-clayv "•;\u25a0>\u25a0*+;< "•-;

\u0084
;".:. \u25a0:.i

;>
;WARTS~ N.VW., City. What' will";re-

move wartsifrohv-the^ hands? v X. I;,v
i;;It^is^said that "irubbings them* with-* «l
moistened "piece' ofrrouriatelof/ammonia
will make them'dwlndle'iuritilithey.dla-
appear.r; The "rubbing -should be night
and, morning. \u25a0;,• f ! , -r

\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0"\u25a0:'\u25a0 - v \u25a0-\u25a0 ;\u25a0;•\u25a0;-. *;*\,::•
\u25a0 :w:v.v •.- . \u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0:.\u25a0

I>TAMONDS— Subscribe r, City.: llow
ar«idiamonds \u25a0in.{the rough vtold- from
other,crystals?^' ;;v ; , :' -,;'.;'/

LOSS OF LlFE—Subscriber,; Los Ga-
io.s. Are more" livesUost;at*isea by,: ship-

Uhan fare ]lost *byltrain',wrec-k;?> ;. ;Statisticians ithat "the 'loss 'of
.life' byVrailroad^wrecks fin? the; United
Sta tes :yearly; JB"sixJ B

"

six tlnies. greater
'
than

Joss by shipwrecks all over the ;world:

TAX—II..M,Oakland. Cal. Bi-
fore jthe 'Spanish-American' war, did;the
Svomen as well as; the men. ln!the Phil-
ippinesjhaye vto pay- a'poll tax?,' .; 'f:'That was one;.ofi the 'sources of ?in-
come Uo the Spanish .governmerit.^.;.The
government collected', an'-' annual Lpoll
tax ]from every \u25a0 man \u25a0 and' woman

"*
under

Ro,years of apre/' ,

. 'Yes^ ;.The Charleston's keel was; laid
at the -Union •. iron - works jin \u25a0:1887^ It
was wrecked- on one; of;the islands, of
the]Philippine; groupjln 1889. v ;2- T̂he

Charleston now,in commission was built
"at sNewport:News|ln'l9o4.s Newport:News|ln'l9o4. '.-

:THE CHARLESTON— J. K.;L.; City.
Was the cruiser. Charleston- the > first
war -vessel- built; at- the Union jiron
works, San Francisco?, 1

-
Is the Charles-

ton now.; afloat; that iOne?,; :\u25a0' '.;•;'\u25a0.--r'^ -^

ITALY—Subscriber; City. What Is
the' government of Italy? \u25a0

•
. The \u25a0 present ? constitution of Italy,Is
an e.xpnnslqn of .theistatuto'fondemen-
tale -del :regno. granted 1March 4. 1848,^
by.:King Charles Albert to,his Sardin-
ian subjects. 'According to ;this decree,
the executive, power* of; the. state be-
longs exclusively ito

'
the sovereign ,and

is exercised by him through responsible
ministers.' while?; legislative '^'authority.
re«ts coJointlyMn v the .sovereign '.and
parliament oomposed of 'two
the/upper^known' as". the senatojand !the
lower the camera; dedeputatl.';.

any. time; but the landlord must; give
the tenant not less than 15 days' notice
that it is his intention to change the
t«rm< \u25a0 or:the lease. If:the verbal ;lease
wasfor a stated period the'landlord is
bound by. the terms of the lease.
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WATER POWER FRANCHISES

MRS..
PAUL BANCROFT has -sent

.-out cards for a' large bridge
party which will take place, ln
'
her Jackson street home on

Wednesday. April 22. It will be en-
Joyed by a representative gathering of
society's matrons. * Several girls will
attend the tea that follows the game
and share with Mrs. Bancroft the dv-

The Ferdinand Stevensons are among
the many society folk who will spend
the season at Ross, having taken a
handsome house there for the summer.
They willmove in Friday of this week.•

\u25a0
• . •

Mrs. Henry W. Dodge was hostess at
a large luncheon'on Saturday last, to
which \u25a014 of the smart set's matrons
were bidden. Mrs.' Dodge's guest of
honor was Mrs. Blgelow, the charming
eastern woman who is visiting her
daughter, Mrs. "Walter Quick. In this
city. Mrs. Bigelow will spend several
weeks/here. • • •'

.William Carrigan, who has been the
guest of his brother, Andrew Carrlgan*
since he returned from New York last
fall. Is now in Bollnas, where he will
spend several weeks.• • •

\u25a0Herbert Jones, who left the city"
about two weeks ago. Is now at Castle
Hot Springs, Ariz., where he willspend
several weeks before traveling further
south. Mr.and Mrs. Clinton Jones will
move this week to their delightful es-
tate near Ross valley for 'the summer.•*••

\u25a0

Some of ,the society maids and mat-
rons who will act as a reception com-
mittee at the charity card party
next Monday afternoon met yes-
terday at the Studio building,

where the affair will take, place,
to. discuss tho details. The 'party
promises to be a most enjoyable
one, and In" spite of several other
events planned, for Monday will be
largely, attended. Some of those who
are workng hard to make It a success
are: •"

Miss Edith Eull Miss Arda Bertbeao
Miss Mabel Toy

- Mr*. Philip Clay
Mrs. John Chaw . Mls» Beatrice Fife
Mrs. Ernest McCor- MUa Mab«l Hogg

miev \u25a0 Mr*. Charlrs Harley
Miss Huth-Oedney Mrs. w.B. llumphr*yi
Miss Itacl»*l Hubby Miss Laura Taylor
Mrs. William Harrlsce Mrf. William Watt
Miss Josephine Llndley <Mln -.Lalla Weoiel.'
Mrs.Andrew Welch Jr. beryer
11r». G. n. Umbsen |

1 * * Mußm.Mrs. L. L. Baker leaves town today

for Santa Barbara, where she will
spend a fortnight with her youngest
daughter, Miss Dorothy, who 1» a stu-
dent at. the Gamble school. The pupll3
have been given two weercs' vacation in
honor of the arrival of the fleet, and

Mrs. Baker and her daughter willspandl
itat on© of the largo hotels.• • •

Supervisor «Henry Payot and Mrs.
Pay6t,\ who spent the winter, :at . tha
Holland, "have gone to Hay ward for
the summer months. They will retain
their apartments at the hotel, how-
ever, spending a| night or two every;

\u25a0 week on:this side of the bay.

Captain and Mrf. W. H. Neville hay«
as their guest Mrs. E. O. Reiser, a kins-
woman of Mrs. *Neville, who came to
California recently from the east.. \u25a0•

•
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Boardman wilt

leave town today for Ross valley,
where they will spend the summer

'
months. The Boardmans have taken
the old Dibble*- homestead at Hnss.
which Is one of the handsomest hoxn
In the little town, and will entertain
constantly during their occupancy of it.• •

«r.
Miss Meda Breckenfeld of Berkeley

is the guest of her aunt. Mrs. J. J.
Spleker of. Ross valley and will re-
main there until after illss Georgia
Spleker's marriage to John Drum,
which will take place on Wednesday

•next. The wedding will be a very
quiet one and attended by only about a

fcdozen relatives.r • . •
\ Mr. and Mrs. Clinton B. Hale of
Santa Barbara, with Miss Miriam Vail
and Miss Ellen Chamberlain, sailed
from New York for Europe last week.They will spend the summer abroad
and. as usnal. visit one of tho largo
hotels here for a month or two upon
their return to California.• •

Some of the' Californtans who sailed
on the Amerika from New York last
week were Mr. and Mrs. Henry Foster
Dutton. Mrs. Margaret Irvine and Mrs.
Irvine's son. J. W. Byrne. All of theso
will spend the summer abroad, making
their first long stop in Paris.•:vi •

Mrs. C."'A. Gove. the wife of Com-*
mander Gove. is at the Fairmont hotel,
where she willawait her husband, who
Is with the fleet Mrs. Gove is a gra-
cious and charming woman, and her
visits here are always the signal for. .-
much entertaining in her honor. "4• * • . •

lira. Edwin Ewell will give up he*
house here early in May and willspend
the four summer months in Honolulu,
where she has many old friends.• • •

Miss Blanche Hussell of Sausalito In
spending a fortnight with friends irj
Berkeley.

Mrs. John Sutton. who is a prominent
society woman "of Louisville.* Ky.. ig
visiting her daughter. Mrs. Sherwood
'Hopkins. In the Hopkins' handsome
home. ln Menlo park.

Gossip of the Railwayman

THE right to use water powers should never be granted in per-
petuity. They should be treated exactly as street railway fran-
chises are treated. Their value rests on the same basis. Water
powers and street railways are. valuable in proportion to, the

volume of population served by them.
This, in brief, is the principle underlying President Roosevelt's

veto of a billgranting rights to erect a dam in Rainy river. In his
message explaining the veto, the president warns congress that
other bills of the same are pending which propose to give away
without price water rights capable of developing 1,300,000 horse-
power. The president is right. Itis time to stop this business of
exploiting public property without any return to the; real owners.
The national government under the suggestion of the chief forester
is "stopping it.as far as the federal jurisdiction governs and the
exploiters are held to pay a certain sum that should be increased as
the returns netted by the use of these privileges grow. .

..That is an immense step in advance. Itestablishes the principle
and brings home. to the people the manner in which their rights have
been neglected or even suffered to lapse by default. The next step will
be for the states* to assert their rights over water power privileges
which in the past have been appropriated at willby the first comer
and without payment". If these privileges have passed into private
ownership a way willbe 'found to make them pay a just revenue to

the state. The streams are just as much public property as the
Mreets of a city and' no»such thing as perpetual ownership of either
should be recognized. - - -

:

Persona! Mention

Itmay be worth while to add that the rates demanded by the company would pay about 20 per
cent on the market value of the stock. The directors say they would be content to declare 4 per cent
dividends, which.would amount to nearly 10 per cent on the market value ;of the stock. The other
10 per cent would be invested in permanent improvements and would figure under the customary
disguise of "operating expenses." We may. add that the stock is closely held in few hands and this
present strange financial adventure is not conceived in the interest of the "widows arid orphans."

The Call has no desire. to be unjust or unfair to the Spring Valley water company, but ithas
little patience with a plea that is an insult to the intelligence of the. community.

WEDNESDAY


