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WATER POWER FRANCHISES

right to use water powers should never be granted in per-
They should be treated exactly as street railway fran-

i

chises are treated. Their value rests on the same basis. Water

powers and street railways are valuable in proportion to the

ne of population served by them.

['his, in brief, is the principle underlying President Roosevelt’s
eto of a bill granting rights to erect a dam in Rainy river. In his
message explaining the wveto, the president warns congress that

ther bills of the same sort are pending which propose to give away
price water rights capable of developing 1,300,000 horse-
The president is right. It is time to stop this business of
ting public property without any return to the real owners.
government under the suggestion of the chief forester
far as the federal jurisdiction governs and the
loiters are held to pay a cermtain sum that should be increased as
turns netted by the use oif‘these privileges grow.
at is an immense step in advance. It establishes the principle
g the people the manner in which their rights have
neglected or even suffered to lapse by default. The next step will
' assert their rights over water power privileges
which in the past have been appropriated at will by the first comer
vithout pavment. If these privileges have passed into private |
ip a way will be:found to make them pay a just revenue to
The streamws are just as much public property as the
and no-such thing as perpetual ownership of either
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JUSTICE FOR'THE SUFFERING JUROR

SUGGESTION that may offer some relief for the law's delay
and the existing disgraceful condition of court practice in Cali-
fornia was made at a recent dinner given by the Los Angeles

bar association. District Attorney Fredericks of that county

recommended that instructions to jurors be eliminated altogether,

Do away with all attempt to instruct juries. in the law; these instrictions

nderstood and never iollowed, yet form the basis for one-third the

réver b appellate court. Why attempt to teach a jury in an hour
nd 1 have worked years fully to understand?

he layman who sits in court and listens while the trial judge

es over a confused procession of instructions, usually stated

with muddy and involved construction, wonders while he ‘tries to

keep ke what it 1s all about. The whole performance makes no

s impression on the mind of a juror save that of weariness and

fie usually dismisses them all without further thought. But some-

a single instruction for some reason or by accident sticks cross-

wise in a juror's head and straightway he wants to-decide the whole

the prompting of one rule of law, without regard of other

; provisions and principles stated by *the court, but forgotten

or not understood by the juror. It is net too much to say that a

single proposition of law is about as much as the unskilled brain can
grasp at one operation. But when the court gives its instructions to
he jury it expects the helpless victims to take in a vast body of law
at one swallow. Moreover, the statistics of lggigation show, a:pointed
out by Mr. Fredericks, that the trial judge dispenses the wrong kind
about once in three times., That is not fair treatment for
_ to serve them with tainted law in the proportion of one part
to two parts of the real stuff.

We. hope to see the bar associations ofsSan Francisco and Los
Angeles take up with enthusiasm the proposition made byv’District
Attorneyv: Fredericks: These useful and energetic ag.cncies- of civili-
ion are ever in the van of progress.

of law

juries
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PLAINT OF AN ARMY WIFE
N officer’s wife” writes a vivid ietter to the Boston Tran-
script, describing the sufferings and tribulations of the
woman who follows the flag and tries to keep house on
: a subaltern’s pay. The lady appears to have been through
it all by beat of drum from Greenland's icy mountains to India’s
coral strand, or their American equivalents. This is the way it goes :

&

6

The x'nf:mtr:\' regiments (poorest p:zid and hardest worked in the service)
move back and forth across the Pacific ocean every other year, and change
of station twice or even three times a year is no unusual fate. Freight
charges on a very modest outfit of household goods are always in excess of the
government allowance, and of course the officer pays out of his own pocket
for packing and crating and for the deterioration and breakages incidental
to every moving. He has perhaps just bought his family's winter clothes
for Dakota when he is ordered to the Philippines. If he takes his furniture
with him he knows that what survives the journey will succumb to white
ants and mold; if he leaves it behind he must either pay storage or store
it with some army quartermaster who is not held responsible for-officers’
property if lost or damaged. But a greater problem than what to do with
his furniture is what to do with his family. If he leaves ‘them behind the
expense of two establishments is great, the separation long in distance and
long in time. It takes a letter a month to reach Manila, six weeks to the
remoter posts. On the other hand, if he takes the family along he is stag-
gered by their railroad fares, and thougli the army transports are cheap they

also masty, always crowded to the guards and old fashioned and haphazard

1l their equipments. ) :

Discoursing of uniforms and the multiplicity thereof this rebel-

fious critic declares that “the pattern of them is changed every

time the general staff thinks of it.” Indeed, the whole letter sounds
like mutiny.

By a sorrowiul process of glimination over which she has no
control the army wife is compelled to conclude that she is super-
fluous and not contemplated by the war department. Yet, with a
parting fling, she drives this javelin home: “So long as our com-
mander in chief holds his present views on race suicide his army
would seem no safe place for a bachelor.” :

It is a good letter. It is well to have the wo

nan's point of |

Spring Valléy Appeals to the People for
Indorsement of a Scheme to Hold Them Up

PRING VALLEY turns now to the people, seeking their indorsement and approval of the revised
scheme for a hold up of rate payer or tax payer or both. The voluminous statement of ;he com- | society’s matrons.
pany’s somewhat threatening proposition, published in all the city dailies as full page advertise-
ments, was addressed to the special water committee of the board of supervisors, but was, in

reality, aimed at the people. In part it is bold, cold bluff, designed to create public alarm; in part it is
|suppression and distortion of material facts—not very skillfully done—for the purpose of misleading
public sentiment; in part it is an appeal to public sympathy. The statement may be summarized thus:

1—The company will not sell the plant to the city unless it receives a bonus
of $10,000,000 on the present market price of the property.

2—The company will not increase the water supply unless the water rate
payers furnish the necessary capital.

Taking these propositions in their order, the company demands $32,000,000 for the whole prop-
erty, this being the par value of the stock and bonds. It will scarcely be pretended by the most ardent
advocate that this total represents cash actually paid in. A considerable part represents stock issued
at inflated values for consolidation of competing corporations. A much larger part of the stock was
The $18,000,000 in bonds were issued at a very considerable dis-
These conditions are all reflected in the stock market, which puts the present price of all the

issued for less than the face value.

count.

company’s securities, stock and bonds somewhere around $22,000,000.
If the market price is considered too low, the valuation of the whole property made by the city
engineer is, in round figures, $25,000,000. No reason is advanced by the company why the city

should pay $7,000,000 more than the expert valuation and $10,000,000 more than any other purchaser

is willing to pay. When we say that no such reason is advanced by the company, we mean there is

none worthy of a moment’s consideration.

It is true that the company urges that it would cost a

great deal more money to bring an adequate supply from the Sierra and, therefore, that the Spring

Valley plant should be valued at a sum equal to the cost of installing a mountain water system.

In

a word the company puts a monopoly value on its property and proposes to squeeze the city in propor-
tion to its necessities and for all the traffic will bear. This comparative measure of value is attempted
to be applied to a property largely built up out of income supplied by water consumers and on which
the same consumers have paid steady dividends up to a recent period. It is an immoral and dishonest
argument advanced by the corporation.

The Call ‘cannot believe that the Spring Valley water company really wants to sell its property
for $32,000,000 or any other price. The history of Spring Valley prices and valuations would make a
diverting tale. One day its valuation of its plant is $45,000,000 in response to the boosting of a handy
chorus of hydraulic engineers in the pay of the company. Again it soars to $55,000,000 under the influ-
ence of the exuberant imagination of Mr. Schussler. Then a committee takes hold and averages all
the guesses in hotch pot. It is a riot of frenzied finance. Doubtless the real interest of the company
lies in the second proposition, designed to secure a monstrous increase of rates that will raise sufficient

income to obviate the necessity of capital expenditures to increase existing facilities.

In a word, the

rate payers, in addition to paying expenses, interest and dividends, are asked to find capital to increase

the investment.

Having thus invested their money for the benefit of Spring Valley's stock holders,

they will be expected in future years to pay interest on their own money.
Stripped of all disguise, this is the naked proposition made by the company. First of all the com-

' pany asks the rate payers to furnish $200,000 to increase the present supply from 35,000,000 gallons

daily to 40,000,000 gallons. Then it asks that money from income be provided to develop the Cala-
veras watershed to 100,000,000 gallons daily. The company refuses to borrow or provide money for
these improvemehts, but is quite ready to accept the increased income arising from the supply of so
much more water obtained with the rate payers’ money. This is the astonishing proposition that the

company exploits in its page advertisements.

The other figures put forward in support of this de-
mand for increased rates are no less extraordinary. Among them appears the item of $607,232.07 for

“operating expenses in 1907,” the tacit assumption being that this is a fair charge and a reasonable

basis for estimating next year’s expenses.

As a matter of fact, this item includes more than $300,000

spent for replacements and betterments and the greater part of this sum should be charged to capital
account. Instead of being a charge for expenses it is, in fact, a dividend that inures to the future benefit

of the stock holders. This practice is not new. It has been characteristic of Spring Valley book keep-
ing for years that capital improvements were in large part charged to operating expenses and paid for
The plan has worked so well for Spring Valley in the past that the effort

by the water consumers.

now is made to apply it on a much greater scale.
If the water consumers of San Francisco could be persuaded to construct a plant doubling the
present capacity and make it a gift to the company in the name of “operating expenses,” how agreeable

that would be!

It may be worth while to add that the rates demanded by the company would pay about 20 per
cent on the market value of the stock. The directors say they would be content to declare 4 per cent
dividends, which would amount to nearly 10 per cent on the market value of the stock. The other
10 per cent would be invested in permanent improvements and would figure under the customary
disguise of “operating expenses.” We may add that the stock is closely held in few hands and this
present strange financial adventure is not conceived in the interest of the “widows and orphans.”

The Call has no desire to be unjust or unfair to the Spring Valley water company, but it has
little patience with a plea that is an insult to the intelligence of the community.

view in these matters, and, indeed, it is doubtless the man’s opinion

likewise, although lacking expression out of regard for the obliga-

tions of discipline.

~ Answers fo Queries

FLEAS —Subscriber, City. How can
fleas be driven from a house?

I"leas abound particularly In the nests
of pigeons, swallows and barnyard
poultry, upon dogs, cats and rats, and
wherever It can and harboring places
in the abodes of men. As the flea must
Lave dirt and dust in which to conceal
its eggs, cleanliness is réegarded gener-
ally as a guard against the presence of
the pests, but in many localitles and
seasons it seems= to obtain a harborage
in the cracks of wood and to require
special measures of extermination. The
remedy is the use of strongly odorous
solutions with wormwood teag or that
of the piant known as flea bane, or with
carbolic acid and water. These solu-
tions generally will drive the fleas
AWAY.

L Ll .

LIMITED-T. J. M., City, Please ex-
plain what is meant by the word “lim-
ited"” as applied to corporationg and
banks.

The term is & purely English one, but
is suid to have been Invented in France
and improved upon by English promot-
ers. America has adopted it and f{ts
use is spredding. It permits the sole
owner of a business or an institution
to admit his employes to an Interest at
small cost and no inconveniences, and
it secures each member of the associn-
tion. or corporation from awy Hability
on behalf of debts contracted by other
merabers or officers of the company.
Limited liability corporations are those
in ‘which the stock holders are liable
only
hold,

- - 8

-

SULLIVAN-ROBINSON—J. B., City.
When and where was the fight between
Jobn L. Sullivan and George M. Rob-
insan? ’

1t took place In the Mechanies' pa-
vilion, in Larkin street, March 6, 1884,
and Sullivan won in four rounds.
was a flasco, not amounting to a fight,
for every time Sullivan rushed at Hob-
inson the latter would go to the mat.

Suilivan had bet that he would knock

Robinson out in four rounds, hut as he
failed hie lost his bet,
LR S . p
THE FLEET—S. R. G, Eureka, Cal.
Please name the ports Evans’ fleet
touched at on the trip to California.
Hampton Roads (starting peint),
Trinidad, Rio de Janeiro, Punta Arenas
(in the straits of Magellan), Cape Pil-
lar, Callao, Magdalena bay (Lower Call-
fornia). The fleet was scheduled t6 go
from there to San Diego, San Pedro,
Santa Barbara, Santa Cruz and San

Francisco.

- - -

LEASE—O. A, City. Can a landlord|

raise the rent of premises that he ver-
bally agreed to ren

any time, but the landlord must give
the tenant not less than 16 days’ notice
that 1t is his intention to change the
terms of the lease. If the verbal lease
was for a stated period the landlord is
bound by the terms of the lease.

- . -

ITALY-—Subscriber, City.
the government of Italy?

The present constitution of Italy is
an expansion of the statuto fondemen-
tale del regno, granted March 4, 1848,
by King Charles Albert to his Sardin-
ian subjecte. According to this decree,
the executive power' of the state be-
longs exclusively to the soverelgn and
is exercised by him through responsible
ministers, while legislative authority
rests cojointly in the soverelgn and
parltament composed of two chambers,
the upper known as the senato and the
lower the camera de deputati.

- > -

THE CHARLESTON—J. K. L., City.
Was the cruiser Charleston the first
war vessel bulit at the Union iron
works, San Francisco? 1s the Charles-
ton now afloat; that one? ¢

Yes. . The Charleston’s keel was lald
at the Union fron works in 1887. It
was wrecked on one of the islands of
the Phillppine group in 1889. 2—The
Charleston noav in commission was built
at Newport News in 1904.

. ® .

POLIL, TAX—H, M., Oakland, Cal. Be-
fore the Spanish-American war did the
women as well as the men In the PHil-

What Is

for the amount of the stock they!

1t

ippines have to pay a poll tax?

| That was one of the sources of in-

come to the Spanish government. The

government collected an annual poll

|tax from every man and woman under

160 years of age.
- - -

LOSS OF LIFE--Subscriber, Los Ga-
 los. Are more lives lost at sea by ship-
wreck than are lost by traln wreck?

Statisticlans assert that the loss of
life by ‘rallroad wrecks in the United
States yearly ig six times greater than
loss by shipwrecks all c:ver the world.
S - . ¥

DIAMONDS—Subscriber, City. How
are diamonds in the rough told from
other crystals? s

Genuine diamond in the rough looks

Mexico’s Pearl Farm

S
Under the old system the pearl in-
dustry on the coast of Mexice was an
uncertain one. Bushels of shells
might yield a few gems or possibly
none at all., But a company, which is
working under a concession from the
Mexican government, has taken up the
cultivation of pearls as a practical in-
dustry, and is now operating the
largest pearl farm in the world, em-
ploying in the harvesting season more
than 1,600 people. They are operating
in the gulf of Lower California. The
present markets for the company’s
products are Paris, London and Ber-
lin, ahd Hamburg and Bremen for the
mother of pearl, which 1s exported in
large quangities,

Two years are required for the
growth of an ordinary shell, which
forms slowly In layers, like an onlon.
After two years the shell loses its gem,
and, unless opened, at the proper time,
there is nothing of value within. Mr.
Vives, who spent 25 years in studying
and experimenting, discovered this
fact, and thereupon he devised the sys-

e

until the proper timg and then opened.

In the first place, the shells are gath-
ered In the meason when the eggs are
being deposfted. These eggs are carc-
fully placed in little artificial chan-
nels like the natural bottom of the sea,
care being taken in these channels to
protect the little “animals” from thelr
natural enemles. At the proper stage
they are transplanted into deeper
water, where larger boxes continue to
protect them. The stock is also in-
spected and the ‘‘dead” ones remov
and replaced by “lve” shells. iIn the
deeper channels the shells are left to
develop, and at the end of two years
the harvest is readyv. In the deep
water cages, where the pearls develop,
the divers can descerd without risk.

Three distinct kinds of pearls are
Produced In the California gul®, tihe
most valuable, black pearls, ranging
close to $300 per carat gold. The next
in point of value are the white pearls,
about $250 a carat, the price varfing
with the size and perfection of the
gem. The yellowish pearl, although
ranking third Iin value, is, as a rule.
first in favor among the feminine ad-
mirers because of the briliancy of the
| gems. These prices are for the rarest
and most perfect pearls.—Mexican
Herald.

Locust Plague in Colombia |

like crystallized gravel. There 18 no
smooth surface. As a rule the dlamond
s found in blue clay. -
B e .

- WARTS—N. W., City. What will re-
move warts from the hands?

It i8 said that rubbing them with a
moistened piece of muriate of ammonia
will make them dwindle until they dis-
appear. The ruhbing should be night
and morning, . : &5
. . . - A

WoonVENTIONS —H. 8, Newman, Cal.
T® the national republican and

year? A oo

ic conventions to be held this | tle will

e

The locust which has been ravaging
the department of Bolivar, in Colombia,
South America, for the last two years
shows no diminution in numbers, and
it is sald that the condition of a good
part of the agricultural district of this
department is lamentable. The de-
struction of all vegetable matter and of
all fruits is said to be so absoluté as to
leave the people in a state bordering on
' actual want. The pastures in the rich-
est cattle district are being rapidly de-
stroyed and it is feared the loss ®f cat-
e w 8! if the pest is not de-
_way, The authorities

g

ently in vau

The Smart Set |

RS. PAUL BANCROFT has sent Mrs. Baker afid her daughter will spand
out cards for a large bridge It at ome of th‘o llr.to ho.tols.

party which will take place in Supervisor - Henry Payot and Mrs,
her Jackson street home on Payot, who spent the winter, at the

Wednesday, April 22. It will be en- Holland, have gone to Hayward for
oyed by 2 the summer months. They will retain
e Y. represeatative gathering. of their apartments at the hotel, how-
Several girls will gver, spending a night or two every

:nttand the tea that follows the game week on this side of the bay,
{and share with Mrs. Bancroft the du-

Captain and Mrg. W. H. Neville have
as their guest Mrs. E. O. Relser, a kins-

- -
ties of hostess.

- - -
woman of Mrs. Neville, who came to
The Ferdinand Stevensons are among California recently from the east.
the many soclety folk who will spend - »

Samuel Boardman will
leave town today for Ross valley,
where they will spend the suammer
months. The Boardmans have taken
Mrs. Henry W. Dodge was hostess at the old Dibblee homestead at Ross,
a large luncheon on Saturday last, to which is one of the handsomest homes
which 14 of the smart set's matrons In the little town, and will entertain
were bidden. Mrs. Dodge's guest of constantly during their occupancy of it,
honor was Mrs. Bigelow, the charming . - -
eastern woman who 1Is visiting her

the season at Ross, having taken a Mr. and Mrs.
handsome house there for the summer.

They will move In Friday of this week.
L - »

Miss Meda Breckenfeld of Berkeley

daughter, Mrs. Walter Quick, in this is the guest of her aunt, Mrs. J. J.
eity. Mrs. Bigelow will spend several Spleker of Ross valley and will re-
weeks here. main there until after Miss Georgia

. . - Spieker's marriage to Joha Drum,

Willlam Carrigan, who has been the which will take place on Wednesday
guest of his brother, Andrew Carrigan, next. The wedding will be a very
since he returned from New York last’ quiet one and attended by only about a

fall, s now in Bolinas, where he will _dozen relatives.
spend several weeks. * - -
. . . Mr. and Mrs. Clinton B. Hale of

Herbert Jones, who left the e¢ity Santa Barbara, with Miss Miriam Vail
about two weeks ago, is now at Castle and Miss Ellen Chamberlain, sailed
Hot Springs, Ariz., where he wlll spend from New York for Europe last week.
several weeks before traveling further They will spend the summer abroad
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tem whereby the shells are cultivated

 ago.

>

south, Mr. and Mrs. Clinton Jones will and, as

move this week to their delightful es-

tate near Ross valley for the summer.
3 - -

Some of the society maids and mat-

rons who will act as a reception com-

mittee at the charity card party
next Monday afternoon met yes-
terday at the Studlo bullding,
where the affair will take place,
to discuss the details. The party
promises to be a most enjoyable
one, and In spite of several other

events planned for Monday will be
largely attended. Some of these who
are workng hard to make it a success
are:
Miss Edith Buil
Miss Mabel Toy
Mrs. Jobn Chase
Mrs. Ernmest McCor-

Miss Arda Berthean
Mrs. Philip Clay
Miss Beatrice Fife
Miss Mabel H?‘
Mra. Charles Harley
Mrs. W. B. Humphreys
Miss Laura Taylor
Mrs. Willlam Watt
Miss Lalla Weozel.
berger

mieck

Miss Ruth Gedney

Miss Rache! Hnbby

Mrs. William Harrison

Miss Josephine Lindley

Mrs. Andrew Welch Jr.

Mrs. G. H. Umbsen |

- - »

Mrs. L. L. Baker leaves town today
for Santa Barbara, where she will
spend a fortnight with her youngest
daughter, Miss Dorothy, who Is a stu-
dent at the Gamble school. The pupils
have been given two weexs' vacation In
honor of the arrival of the fleet, and

usual, visit one of the large
hotels here for a month or two upon
their return to California.

- - -

Some of the Callfornlans who salled
on the Amerika from New York last
week were Mr. and Mrs. Henry Foster
Dutton, Mrs. Margaret Irvine and Mrs,
Irvine’'s son, J. W. Byrne. All of these
will spend the summer abroad, making
their first long stop in Paris.

. Rl -
. Mrs. C. A. Gove, the wife of Com-
mander Gove, is at the Falrmont hotel,
where she will await her husband, who
is with the fleet. Mrs. Gove is a gra-
cious and charn;xlng woman, and her

.

.*

visits here are always the signal for —

much entertaining In her honor,
v

- -

Mrs. Edwin Ewell will give up hes
house here early in May and will spend
the four summer months in Honelulu,
where she has many old friends.

- . -

Miss Blanche Russell of Sansalito I3
spending a fortnight with friends in
Berkeley.

K

Mrs. John Sutton, who is a prominent
society woman "of Loulsville, Ky., is
visiting her daughter, Mrs. Sherwood
Hopkins, In the Hopkins' handsome
home in Menlo park,

.
&

Gossip of (he Railwaymen \

.,
L)

C. W. Durbrow, the eminent Southern
Pacific attorney, took a hand in Mill
Valley politics and consequently in-
curred the wrath of his opponents in
the campaign just ended. The chief of
the opposition announced that he
would, metaphorically speaking, flay
Durbrow allve, and all those of his way
of thinking and voting. To make his
threat all the more impressive, he in-
vited Durbrow and his coheorts to be
present. They took him at his word
and, coming early, filled the hall to the
exclusion of everybody else. Cheered on
by entreaties to do his killing, the un-
happy political reformer took the plat-
form and surreptitiously tried to read
the lecture which had been written for
him excorlating Durbrow.

“How can I make my speech?’ bel-
lowed Durbrow to the delighted audi-
ence. “He has stolen my notes.”

THe laughter that followed this re-
mark was taken up even by the friends
of the orator, the speech was killed, and
Durbrow now regrets that he lost the
opportunity of hearing what some peo-
ple really think of him.

- - -

C. S. Fee, passenger traffic manager
of the Southern Pacific, returned last
night from Chicago, where he has been
attending meetings of the transconti-
nental assoclation. He says that It is
the general opinion that buginess is
plcking up in the east. In speaking
of travel to the coast, he said that all
the newspapers in the middle west are
advertising the visit of the fleef to San
Francisco and the cheap rates that are
to be made for that occasion. He thinks
that there will be a big travel to Cali-
fornia, judging from what he heard
while east.

. ] .

The train service to Los Gatos over
the new Los Altos cutoff, effective Sun-
day, will consist of filve dally trains
eacin way. Tralns will leave San Fran-
cisco at 8:20 and 10:40 p, m., and in the
afternoon at 2, 5:20 and 6 o'clock. On
Sundays the afternoon service will be
from San Francisco at 4:20 and 6
o’clock. The fime to Los Gatos will be
1 hour and 30 minutes and to Los Altos
57 minutes, Agents will be appointed at
Los Altos and probably at Congress
Junction, effective immediately.

- - -

According to rallroadmen who have
been through the cherry district sizing
up the output, the crop bids fair to be
the largest on record. With just a
little more rain, now that all danger of
frost has passed away, the frult will
be large and early. “Cocktall cherries,”™
as they are commonly called, will be
plentiful, and it is hoped by the rail-
roads that the price will be bheld at
such a figure as to keep out the italian
product, which was used so extensively
last year. v >
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Transcontinental lines have author-
ized the republication of the rate on
agricultural implements carried in
westbound transcontinental tariff No.
I. G. to exclude hand implements, gaso-
line engines, farm wagons and trucks.
Thisé is in the interest of Pacific coast
jobbers wheo handle these commodities
in straight carloads.

- - -

The Southern Paclfic will have spent
the sum of $480,000 when the addl-
tions to its fleet of ferry boats and
tugs are completé. The first of this
new equipment, the Melrose, a team
ferry boat, was launched a few days
This vessel cost $150,000. She
was built at a local shipyard. The
Ajax, the new fire tug which is being
built at Seattle and Is nearly finished,
will cost $75,000. The most expensive
of the new craft will be a passenger
ferry boat on the plan of the Berkeley,
which is to cost $275,000. The Seuthern
Paclfic has asked for bids and the con-
tract' is open to all shipyards of the
country. The company intends also to
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build a new Sacramento river boat,
which will cost $80,000.
- - -

C. L. Canfield of the Chicago, Mil«
waukee and St. Paul received a cable-
gram yesterday from F. A. Miller, gen-
eral passenger agent of the road, and
from J. H. Hiland, third vice presi-
dent, announcing that they would be
in San Francisco on May 1.

- - -

An amendment has been authorized
by the transcontinental lines to the
item in the westbound tariff No. & G.
covering bedsteads, etc., to cover brass
and iron bedsteads, with rates as fol-
lows: Chicago and east $1.50 per 100
pounds, Mississippt river $1:45 and Mis-
souri river §1.40.
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E. T. Fleming, who is at present with
the Chicago and Northwestern as so-
Heiting freight agent, will on the first
of May join the forces of the Reck
Island lines.

- - -

H. J. Snyder, general agent of the
Mexican Central, left last night for a
trip through the northwest and ex-
pects to be.absent for at least two

Personal Mention

R. P. Hornwell of Eureka is at the
New Lick.

Richard Westhook of Los Angeles is
registered at the Fairmont.

Former State Senator A. F. Jones of
Oroville is at the Fairmont.

E. W. Barnwell of San Jose'ana C. E.
Fink of Dfxon are at the Blalr.

L. Brown of Oroville and E. P. HIl-
born of Sacramento are at the Dale.

Dr. J. B. Blodgett of Tulare and A. _

K. Christie of New York are at the
Colonial.

Among the arrivals at the Hamlin are
James M. Arundel of New Zealand and
G. C. Coale of Cleveland, O.

Among arrivals at the Van Deorn
yesterday were J. F. Cheatham of
Seattle and James Murphy of San Jose.

After a visit of seven weeks in the
east John H. MeGregor, president of the
Union ‘iron works, returned yeaterday,
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' Honoring Notable Women
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Although the freedom of the ecity
has never before been presented in a
similar way, Miss Florence Nightingale
is not ;the first lady to receive that
honor, as within recent years two la-
dles who had been given the freedom
of one of the city companies have been
admitted te the freedom of the ecity.
The first was the late Baronesa Bur-
dett-Coutts and the second the Hon.
Mrs. Evelyn Cecil, who as the Hon.
Alicla Amherst was given the freedom
of the Gardeners’ company in October,
1896, and was admitted to the freedom
of the eity at the Guildhall in Decem-
ber of that year. No other ladies had
received the freedom since the early
part of last century, one Baving been
admitted about 1310. The MNonor has
never carried with it the privilege of g
vote.—Westmiinster Gazette.

Dearth of Cider in France

The producers of cider in the west of

::::c; are m:: sn:rerlng in mueh the
ay as the wine grow

the south of France :omcm:n'o":;:
The production of cider, which re.cheti
22,301,597 hectoliters of 22 gallons in
1906, fell in 1907 to 3,360,219 only, a
loss on the year of 18,941,378 hectont.ers
and a it of 12,976,703 on the aver-
age of ‘the preceding 10 years. Cider
is the common drink of the working
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- Conditions in California

i eustorn bureau yesterday as foilows:
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