
pleasure. I".shudder even now aa X
think of those awful precipices. Had
the burro mads a single misstap X
would have" been dashed into eternity.

The days were beastly hot and the
nights cold. On our journey wa passed
through the most beautiful village I
•ver saw. Chilpancingo. We.llvsjd on

food purohased, from the native* and
at 'night always found some on» whe>
mi willingto provide us with lodging.

\u25b2t the* end of the tenth day w« ar-

rived at Ignala. and the next morning,
purchasing a ticket. Iboarded ttj
train for Mexico City, arriving there XX

hours later with the enormous sum of
$1 in my pocket, clad In a linen, rait
and a Mexican sombrero. ••.-••_.\u25a0
Ispent the night at the hotel Dos

Htpublicas. paying 50 cents for a rooa^
and went to bed hungry. In the morn-
ingIdiscovered that Iwas up against

a tough proposition. Americana looked
upon me with suspicion on account of

tay clothing and it was.simply impos-

sible to ret work. In my dilemma I
called upon the Y. at. C. A. secretary

for advice.. He kindly gave me a let-
ter of Introduction to an American lady

who he thought would be able to
help' me.
r.found the person and she enter-

tained -me for a full half hour by In-
dulging"In.spasms of laughter.In»rer
saw :a person' laugh as- she did. and
whea. she finally got control of herself

-she my pardon, saying she
couldn't help it;Ilooked so funny. I

J didn't feel funny *t all, but, on the
contrary,' was boiling over with rag*.

She proved to be my fairy godmother,
transforming me in a veny short time
into a white man with the aid of her
brother's clothing.

Learning that Iwas something of a
nurse, she introduced m« to a number
of the physicians and in two days I
was on a "case" paying me 10 pesos
per day. board and room. From that
time on everything was plain sailing.
Iwas always busy, receiving from' lo
'to S5 pesos per day for my services.
A month later Ihad the honor of es-
corting my benefactress to the Zacite-
cana ball dad in niy own full dress
•ult and hired a victoria and cochero
rer the occasion. On the way to the

big liners pl.vintr between San Fran-
•

•oisco and tiio orient.*1 mad°. three yoy-
fisrea/on; that >st eamer. visiting-f Hono-
lulu.v;Yokohama, '/Kobe, .Nagasaki :,and ,
;Hongkong. -; F.hfd shoro -leave, at every \u25a0

port,and.: fiifl a wonderful amount of,
eight seeing, Ileft the^shin at Hong--
ikoTi);: "f /my third ,trij>. from' which

T paid my pa."?!»ape to/^Tanila,
twhrr*j',forja'; time"Iwan employed at v
-candy ,store /on the :K^i-olta/as a dis-
1pensT \u25a0 "o£:ice cream "soda and. other

"

:drinks.",: Having avlittl<vknowledge of-
'medicine';anfl.nucsing,'l easily 'obtained"
ipermigsio.n XpaccompanyliOwVs acouts-
•on*an through' the -interior,
to/theinorthcrn coast, of]I^uzon; saw a

Ililtlc/'flghtfng.andfa: grpat deal of.the
;.country jin.return for the -little service

•

F. washable 'to^ fender "my/companions." I
was "given?free^transportation ?back to
San \Francisco.

•,: " .:
Off^fof;Panama / \u25a0

'

:'
''\u25a0_ 'Feellng^'the- :need of a Jittle 'Test. I" took- a"' trip;.down"; ™6 Carrnel; to visit a-
;friend.

- %,While 'there/ I.vtook
*
a notion 1

thatrliwouldlike;. to visit 'Panama; and
?rsoon ßafter,/ passed .the"examination-for-
;a.position fas :nurse; in' the governnient;
hospital '.at;; Panama;. and;iln;''a k:short:

y time"l r̂eceived . -my
-*

appointment.'-: :Of =

[ course {lwas .given free .transportation,
ieo that- there .wa'i,no /expense {incurred.
/IJrerpained/ there ;six

'
months and "cer-

>tainly? >arned," myfjsalary- > There
"

is
something, about" the: climate there 'that;

'makes ;a1man ;irrltable./jA-healthy; raan
/was bad -jenough,,, but £a • sick; one iwas •

ythe^llmlt.^and^njy., experience was /any-
Uhing but i-agreeable.':";" Upon;rleaving;
-;Panama ,I'paid fmyv«passage'; to Acapul

--
icbi"Mexico," and >on^the/way lup stopped -
rat;a

-
few/of:the" principal .ports of

'
the

:>Central?American !republics. . -
;<:flßhad^decldedftoSleave\the":ship! at
/Acapulco land," make "an overland::trip
through • Mexico. %•I/was: much> inter-"
ested V;lnVi:the -historic • old .town \ of-. that' ltihad'once been jthe- principal sea-;

jport;of*thejPacific- coast;
-
;While ? there*

;I/nearlyjlost;my? heart;vto/a; little sen-;
|oritti;Jljut>lJknewithat,l*slmplyinever|
could,. become; used ito*their^modej- of.

\u25a0; living.v^'Dienr; too*-;Iiwas;always '•
preju-;

diced .-against \intematlonal marriages.
So
'
1., soughtIsafety ;In• filght. VI

-
:stole

•
airay;.und.ericovtr :of darkntss,- travel-:

In? on foot, headed for Ignala, whert'X
expected to' take} the train for Mexico
City. Ihad arrayed myself In native
garb and as I-trudged along .that night
over the lonely trail," the telegraph
wires ;my. only guide. Iiwas about as
forlorn a creature as could -be found
in th« univera*..
Among Drunken Indians •

%:lhad walked for «>eA-»ral hours" when
Isaw, looming up in.th« path directly
ahead ~o'_m9 the figure of a man.. As X

-
drew^nearer, for I-dared not turn back,
h«»;\u25a0 called tout;in Spanish and lmme- I
diately :there swarmed- about himta
scoro or. more • stalwart Mexican In-
diahs. IVas"paralysed with fright.:-'I
knew; I-would lose what little money
I;had. and perhaps my life^ but' was .
utterly* helpless: -They began. to circle
about me,

-
exclaiming all

'
the while.

"Americano, Americano!" 1
-
1? was re-

lieved to find that they did" not offer. to"
molest me. 7- They; were all drunk on,
mescal and, insisted that.ldrink with
them, which Ipretended to do, simply'
touching

w the bottle to my lips. X"
seemed' to be a source of amusement to

f,them arid I/earnestly Swished . that . X.might.;shared in their /pleasure, -but
'
I

could not see, where* the joke came In.
Iwas allowed ,to proceed

"
on -myIway,

•and;the
'early,morning!hours found me

in the. little town; ofjSan Marcos. ..
':Here.l had, the goodlfortune to meet

.a Spanish ,ssnora '.who,spoke very 'good
•English! and ? who.was "

able ;to give ma
much: valuable 1Information.. I.learned
that ';I-would have to;travel 1nearly, 300.
miles in order to reach Ignala and that
;the journey was;looked;upon^as .most
hazardous.

-
Through \her *; efforts cIse-

cured a young muchacho as guide; also,two.burros. -/Ihat night Ispent at tho
,-home jof \u25a0my

"
Spanish friend,"occupying-the guest \u25a0 chamber, '

the
'principal 'fea- ,

turc-of which was an
"
altar *and

'
aiUfa

sized statue of "the.Virgin Guadalupe,
the "=patron :of:Mexico.

*'
The 1surround-

;;ingsiwere to vsay
*
the /least;

1and Islept /with on» eye open' all night."',
|W« off:.brightiand \u25a0 early'iand 1for J•the nextL,fewldays >,we

*
did5nothing, but ]

Jclimb "\u25a0mountains.^ 1vwas,never -so near \
iheaven' and ith©/other place before or
[.since. -Had \that

*
burro ./so /willed ;he

could "iaav« - «ad«jl
-

my carss? ~, at: hlj
-

bsilMar eompaaloa broke Into a hearty
lansll, saying that sh* could not help
trot think \u25a0 ef:how fnnay Z looked, the
first time ire met. and what a wonder-
ful eha&f* hadtakea plao* In my Ufa
In the \u25a0 spae* ot one short month. X
was called upon to nur 19 tho German
ambassador at his palatial reside&o* la
Coyacaa, a beautiful suburb of Mexico
City. He became quits attached, to
me and, upon his recovery, txxslsted
that;I

'
remain with him as a ecm-

'.panion.^ Iwas dellghtsd withth« prop-
osition, for he was most coageaial. My
salary was good and Ihad servaats to

.attend to my every want.

:Sucli . a change had com* into my
life and Its surroundings that Iwas
forced to stop and' ask myself ths
question, "Is ItIT* Itraveled with the
ambassador to Vera Cruz, where wa
took -the steamer for Havana, remain-
ing ln'that city a month and then went
on to New York, where h* took pas-

;sage for hl« own country. Itwas with
a genuine .regret that Iparted with
him, for he had been a "good fellow."" Burely Idiscovered a gold mine la
Mexico! I

"
spsnt most of my

"
savings

seeing New,York both by daylight and;
lamplight, and whea Igot down to
the last penny looked for work. T
agreed to take a ocatnimptlVQ out to
Colorado.

-
It took ua something le3s

than four < days ,to make the trip,- but
Itseemed like four weeks to me. Thatman was a regular, fiend.'but -I suppose
the poor 'fellow couldn't help It.How-
ever, when we «rrlved at Colorado
Springs and I.had seen him comfort-
ably;settled I

*
lost •no time la hlelag,me away, to Denver, where Iwent

"broke" oa policy. But It was mighty;poor .policy., on"my part, for Ihad to go
to work washing dishes for,a living.I
believe some call>it "pearl diving." I
left:Denver In charge of some ,horses
bound for San Francisco, arriving her«

\u25a0 only a few months ago. and here Ihava
remained.. .Whether this Is to be the.
end^of my journeys Icannot say. It

5has all;been most Interesting -to mo.and yet somehow Icannot help but feel> that :.I;haye-missed .the best! things intllfe;ias;I;.look about ..me and see so
many of my old friends so very happy
and

*
contented .In:their;home ;life; for

Frederick W. Ely
IBELIEVE that nearly fvcrv young

I man has a desir»» at some time or

Iother to travel and 'see th« world,

but many ar» Hrterrrd from . so do-
ing by a lai-k of th*> n?c<^sr-cry funds.

It to be the pen^ra! impression

that in order to travel one must Jiave

s. large amount of money. Iused to

think that" war mysetf. but have found
out that Iwas mistaken. Dviring the
laet tfw years- Ihay*> travfled some-
thing like 100.000 mile*, with my labor
»s my only capital, and Ibelieve that
It la possible for any. young man to do
the same, providing lie is willing to
•work at anything, suffer a few Incon-
veniences and is strictly, honest. And,
furthermore, Ifirmly believe that in
"seeing the world" in jthis manner one
gains a knowledge of the world and its
affairs that can be acquired in no other
wgy, and this knowledge alone Is wotrh
«f» the hardships one may be called
upon to endure. At least such has been
:uy experience. \u25a0

Ientered upon niy; career In Xew
York city, where Ifound myself with-
out friends and with but very little
money. Iwas fortunate enough, to
have good clothing, .which enabled me
to make a respectable appearance. And
right here Iwish to say that a good
appearance counts for a great deal. It
also. inspires confidence, without which
Itis impossible to succeed." -•/-.•" :."?.

For several days Ihad' haunted /the
office of \u25a0 sji employment agency,' *of
the better class, hoping and pr&ving
lor work, and at last my effortir.were
successful. Iobtained a /position .'as
companion to an elderly, refined gen-
tlemaa of considerable wealth:£I;was
in clover. My duties were light and
surroundings congenial. Ihad been
with this kind old gentleman but a
short time when we made a trip
abroad, touring England, Ireland and
Scotland, visiting Paris and Rome.- We
traveled first Class and always put* up
at . the best hotels. Nothing occurred
to mar the pleasure of the trip and.l
enjoyed Itall Immensely. I-have often
thought since that fate Intervened \u25a0to
tnake this, my initial. trip,.one of un-
alloyed pleasure in order to lure me
**;certain it la that had Iencountered

i«onie of the, hardships then that became
my lot later T would have-sot tied down
at T>om», "no more to roam."

\u25a0
•\u25a0

-
: \i .

In Construction Gang
Upon our return- to-God> country we

went down to n»lm Rearh. Florids*.
where Isoon foutni myself out of em-
ployment owins" to the sudden

'
d*ath

ot my good cX) benefactor. Idrifted
'

to Galveston, where, for want of•some-
thing better to do. -1 went towork on
the construction pang of th« street .
railway company, boarding' with" the_
boss. The work was hard, but the'
board wan" harder, tlie;bill-of far«'-con-
sisting-of steak, split peas and spuds,
cooked upin large quantities at break- .
fast time, then' served ;in.disguise for
dinner and 'supper. Iaccomplished a
wonderful feat in that boarding house \u25a0

—secured clean sheets for my bed.:
But the maid of all work decided that
the towel always was "good fer er-

\u25a0 nuther wipe,"
From' Galveston Ishipped with a

loa<3 of mules bound for 'South -'Africa,
my work boing to feed and water those
same mules. Having considerable leis-
ure time I.made a special study of.
"mule character" and. gained- one ;or

two points which .have been a~ great,
help to me in my career, viz.: Stick-to-
ltlveness and just how and when to
make a "kick". most .effective. V. •
Ihad anticipated a somewhat

lengthy, sojourn in South Africa, but
was disappointed, as:' l- was compelled
to return on the same vessel. W» came'
hack \u25a0 empty,

'
and as we had- notbing'to

do. it'was a.very monotonous; trip,and
Iwas glad when we Tat lait arrived!at'
Xewport News.> \u25a0\u25a0'-'.
:Inext visited Mobile. Ala., where I
.shipped as a deckhand aboard a Nor«-
'.wegian |vessel .bound jfor BritishIHon-
duras.

-
Iwas practically.^ the* only^Eng-

-
,"lish speaking '

member
Yof the /crew,

j.but •I. did ,not have
*
time to get - lone-

'•: some, as I,was kept busy scraping ven-
tilators,iscrubbing \u25a0 decks and Iat*,night
Itaking/ my;turn:at 1, the

'
wheel/

"
Ishall ;

never1forget {myIfirst \watch. T
;11knew \u25a0

absolutely nothing :about
'
ai>mariner's :. compass.-- The. first mate gave me

"
some

Instructions -5 in \u25a0 broken English £ and'
.gave me the "course,'" warning;me1not |to \u25a0

Hake^my eye .off 'the 'needle /and* toipe
;" sureto .keeplit: at a- certain point on

the compass. Then he settled himself'
down for a snooze and soon, unlnten-'

tlonally.Tdid likewise. l;I'simply,could
not "keep 4 awake, jpIt<'made me /sleepy \u25a0

wa tehlng' that needle.*^. -I-awoke.' with- ai
start .tf»%

-.flnd • •we =.had 'completely
changed* our course.'. :I.tug-ged,furious-
ly at that wheel and ..turned • the

'
ship t

about at> such (a/speed 'that 'the entire
crew '.were awakened' and '"rushed on,

deck.;thinking"we;.had met .with-'some
accident. .. - . • '

-;,,

Shared Meals With Pig.
1

We touched, at .various ports /along
the /.coast of/Honduras/ :taking:on ,a
cargo \u25a0 of .then -made }a-'quick
run back'to '.-Mobile,"'sbut inone'too jquick;
for me. -'I,never, ate, a:meal /during J the
trip but what IHadi to- share 'it

-
with

the:ship's mascot,:i'a V pet :pig, /whose
table manners iwere:most hoggish:.; ;-

Arriving/at ..Mobllo^l- decided ;to "go
north, :ibut": this V: was'- easier;; said t than:

don«. \u25a0Iseemed K- to •be \u25a0,:•'hoodoo^ed.': ~ I
worked" inVa-dozen sawmills,"
but '.• would .'•no ~;start %to ,t;work
than; the eawmJll would.shut fdowhifor
repairs.^ The]last! sawmill vlr^worltedlin
did ?not :. shut (down, however; -.it*didn't
get a chanoe^-lt Cblew ?up//r It'»wag *a
grand and awful sight to see that saw-
mill soaring in,the air.

-
".I"{-;; ;

: I
'
had one; good ;positionlIn the sou th!

Itwas :as engineer in an.enormous ;cot-
tonseed oiliplant.:>*Iihad r toJ.work

'only

12 \u25a0•. hours each night .and had; to •look
after a Corliss 'engine,' an electric dyna-
mo >*and "•af hydraulic|pump." %% My pay
was \u25a0 $1.26 iper,? night.Si fortunately^ the
supply of cottonseed ;gave ;out the:sec-
ond;nightforIthat f•millX might-;•have••blown!up. too,' as Itook the job(onTmy
nerve, never having had any previous

\u25a0 experience |as ;engineer. ;I>took a side
"doorlPullmahlto »NewiOrleans,\where jI
shipped as cabin, boy aboard one. of the

1river"steamers >and \made
"
the * trip1.-up

the, Mlsalssippl.t© St., Louis. : \u25a0

-V Such a dftliarhtful. jourripj-ahat^asl^
yEvery*hightith> negroes [wouldfgather \u25a0

on the/deck and slngthe l;old plantation i
songs'and:. dance; in1 the' moonlight and 5• some ;»of -the. \6lder v. ones • would Vspin

:such /wonderful yarns about:; slavery/
/days, s anVl, then .there'-'Sva's. the 7excite- .
ment of."shootln' craps"; ah, Ijtellyou 1

there wasn't a dullmoment -on',- that*
.'whole -trip.*,': *';..;./'".; ./'"\u25a0'-\u25a0/ .."'*""\u25a0/:'

\u25a0 At St. Louis;I:joined;a,dog: and "pony
1show,; going as a \u25a0 waiter.iter.

-
We*' traveled

east,: vmaking all the principal, towns,
and*: some ;af 'the smaller, ones. •";,I-re- ;

', mained; with them until we arrived at
ISyracUseS N.V.,/where/Iwas itaken 111/
/and ,had ;to;go • to the; hospital.'^: ln;or- /
\u25a0'der.'to; make :-room/ff6r; some ;6tlier '.un-

fortunate xL was \u25a0" discharged/from- the/
'.{hospital' bef6re"l had" fully,recovered/ I;;,was :-. unabl eItt> work aridIthe 1Salvation~
Army.was kind'enough 'to:take me]Into

.Its home, where -I:*had -.the/
/opportunity/of 'my/Hfe 1to study, human .
nature. v \u25a0'•""•', i.*':-i '-\u25a0

"»"

»' _ \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0.-• -

Home/ a/ Dickens /Paradise -\
,v., v. I:'n«ver;;Baw/ eiich{»*;T*rl«ty;ofJoharrJacte;s

- gathertd tofith«r 'under on«:
Irootlas*I* found -there, viCharles

"'
Dlokf^'• ens

-
oouldv';•• have ;<found i,material jjt for;

£ some wonderful? \u25a0toriesllnVthe chara"c-i
vters

'

5;that 'twere \ln1,- that home. :.-.' ?Very"
V:soon ,vl#went ijeh dto;New,- York-'clty.r
owher«,:i;obtained •a".pbsltlon\ withTalbigri;
~i advertising firm."-;l;remained ',with*them
Inearly/ two \u25a0years and -during,; that 1time \
iIHrayeledi through severyi state sin ;the*-
Iunion;- tacking, up{signs.- «tc.y"It

- was a
-

p wonderful jopportunity;: to"', se«lniy,own
'

\ country/and *
make a. fairly goodIlivingI

atithe ? same Jtime^When pI-arrived 'ln*
xSan Francisco b*l«;severed %ray ~\ conneo- 1
rf.tioh'L.withjthilflrm."-asilihad'Mecidod to"
|.vlsit^the^:orient/i; I^wajCfortuuatdJ

\u25a0 enough tto *procureI.V?position tIn*,the;-
steward's \u25a0 department^ on

"
on*lof ,th«

How IWorked My Way AROUND THE WORLD


