
ing^themselves in s a sort vof.glorified
;dairy

'
filled\with milk:and honey/ The

hymn enraptured' Brightly, who was, of
course.- tired and famished, and.when he
had"!left7 the^'warnT church, l>although
without any «ofjthevprpmiscdimilkrand
honey,* he.kept' on murmuring: the': lines

tragedy .with- the' keener,; .ueerest and
;surprise

'
;thatianything;so v

"idylliccan ,
:corned from!so^ cruel a^place, i' • .' ;

;V ;•Itiis ? difficult:inUhe* space [ofYafshort
'•

,«review. *Hojdo? justice » toVso;Vstrong* s
'a

book arid(one \u25a0 that>Isjljkelylto5become
a classic ;of;Dartmoor .*~.' •' "'. T

'
i

"Every Child Should Know"'
Edited by Hamilton W. Mabie. Published hj

Doubleday. Page & 00,, New York. Pric«
90 cents each.

The "young- person" is failing rap-
idly,into the background in these days
of erotic fiction.

-
She is no longer a

bugbear .In the path of the realistic
novelist, and subjects are discussed and
problems solved that are not intended
for.' her years. The mother of girls
may well be; anxious as she scans .the
list of "best sellers" for something
suitable for her daughters to read^
something decent but not Inane, inspir-
ing and stimulating to: the imagina-
tion rather than the senses. I.::\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0

At "Heroines Every Child Should
Know" of ;the "Every Child Should
Know Series"' any mother could -stop
her quest, for the time being and feel
that she had found a treasure. Tho
word "child" used in this connection is
misleading, the stories told being of
women's [ courage, endurance, nobility
and self -sacrifice, appealing to airages.
'Such books \u25a0as this, edited by. Mr.

Mabie, assisted |by Kate .Stephens, are
too welcome to be severely, criticised. .
.The'i series of stories are curiously

unequal, the Greek heroines of tragedy,
mythical figures of dramatic power, are
thrown in;with- flesh and blood women
like!Florence s Nightingale and Madame
Roland. Pocahonias is the only woman
representing. America. Our country is
richer ;than Ithat ;in stories of 'female
heroism. In:early Puritan days the
cowardly women and the timid were
left

1

:behind; tn - England. .They were
brave women who crossed the ocean to
land lonJ an>unknown shore and build
new;homes on-an alien coil..The early
records of the various :states of;th«
Union;are ~\ full of v'draxnatic .Individual
stories of 'heroism— women"; defending 1

theirj
"
children, their . their

wounded .husbands against Indians or
wild'•=. beasts,-. braving -prairie "fires or
cyclones, ,-'starvation -. and fatigue, for
theloved'onea.- Our own state of Cali-
fornia 'Ir rich ? with•such •;tales, 1

and ;so,
without being captious,-, it ,.is but:fair
to ask ;;.why>Mr.'Mabie used so \u25a0many
legendary *ladies \u25a0in. his good book.1

Q Children 4who\ would :\u25a0. rather] take -a
dose of ;nasty medicine . thanf read a
volume of (would change their
mind;If« they;owned a -copy, of ''Essays
Every :Child?. Shoul d:Know."

'
which .is

one ofrthe* '"Every Child Should !;Know"
series ;

"
edited ;by.Hamilton -Wright!Ma-

bie.r;AnJ:Introduction >',tells %how.jthe
essay became one of the early recog-
nized 'expressions \in literature, and . the
selections .;are r

*
on ;fsubjects >v vital to

youngr* people. : There
*
is
'
nothing \u25a0 more

engaging inithe tbooksthan ;"Stratford
on Avon"vby;Washington Irving.:,Others
Inithie{collectionTare l"School fDreams'*
Toy Donald G.JMitchell," "Cats";by Philip

3llb«rt Hamerton and "Being a Bey"
by Charles Dudley "Warner.

"The Courage ef Blackburn Blair"
By Eleanor Talbot Klokead. anthor of **Th»

TnTlsible Bond." Published by Moffat, Tard
A Co., New York. Price. |l.so.

The author of "The Invisible Bond"
had a purpose in writing that story,
which was to show the duty of a man
toward his wife,and now In"The Cour-
age of Backburn Blair," its sequel, she
attempts toshow the man's duty to oth-ers. It is not a successful attempt.
This novel falls far short of its object
and is not nearly so interesting as Its
predecessor. In the first place, the au-
thor starts out witha chip on her shoul-
der. She disapproves of the code of
honor in vogue InKentucky and writes
of it with scorn. To quote a few lines
from the paper wrapper of the book in
regard to this same code of honor is al-
most to warn the reader against it:
"That false and unrelenting public
sentiment which demands that a man
stand ever ready to take the protection
of his life and honor into his own hands,
questioning the courage of one who
will not fight upon a certain provoca-
tion, no matter what the circum-
stances."

The hero is physically like one's ideal
of a Kentucklan, but it *nds there, for
his -other

'
attributes- are not partlcu-

Ury lovable, nor are they particularly
JOntucklan. He Is tall, dark and satur-
nine, but the beautiful -courtesy which
we associate more with southerners
than any oth«r class^of VAnn in America
is Uckinp:In him; hei^ls overbearing and
rude and his pursuit of -the heroine is
almost cruel. She is not an enjlclng
little thing at all, but weak in char-
acter.

Miss Kinkead knows her Kentucky
well and her descriptions of the country
and scenery are superb; itis a pity not
to have more of that sort of the au-
thor's style. She should be discouraged
in trying to write novels like this with
a purpose. The Goebel, tragedy Is
brought. Into the story, but most read-
ers have had all they want of that in
the daily papers for the last eight
years. It Is a poor novel, but very
well written.

"The Hemlock Avenue Mystery"
Br Roman Doubledaj-. Illustrated b." Cbarles

Gre-n'K-ald. 'Pnbtisbul by Little. Broirn A;
Co.. Boston. Price {51.30.

It is not quite fair to review in the
accepted sense so sood a detective
story as "The Hemlock Avenue Mys-
tery," for what can b»- said of it with-
out half 'revealing- :th.e plot. Roman
Doublcday, the author, has written a
tale as puzzling as the! famous "Leav-
enworth Case," which has stood for
more than a decade as the best de-
tective story in American fiction. "The
Hemlock Avenue Mystery" is all about
a murder and there Is no solution,
or suggestion of it,until the last chap-
ter. There are three pretty love themes
woven Into the tale, all circling around
the murder.

Usually it is necessary in detective
stories to point out some one weak
point to prove that- the -author is not
infallible, but in this case one finds no
flaw in.the carefully constructed mys-
tery nor, in the equally carefully done
solution. The plot Is interesting at
every point and -the new author is ,to

be congratulated. It is seldom that
the first book of an author gets and
deserves Immediate success, excellent
illustrations are by Charles Grumvald.

"More"
A studr of financial condltloa*. Bt <;c«r?e

Otis Orapi-r. l>aMi«hea br LltUe. Browa
*

\u25a0

Co.. Boston. Prfc-e ?1. / \u25a0

George Otis Draper, the author of
this book, is a younger, member of a
well known Massachusetts -.'. family
v/hose s/ucces3 in private business has
often been amplified by honorable pub-
lic;service.". He has developed a-liter-
ary inclination through years of writ-
ing,on technical subjects, arid is re*~ojr-
nized as an authority in the textile
division of our commerce.' Few men of
his :years have had so varied a' busi-
ness 'career or so good .a chance to
grain the experience necessary to effec-
tive ,writing.on such 'subjects from the
practical view point.:
"This- book condenses Mr.' Draper's
views on • trusts, the «tariff, currency.
unionlsm.Vsociallsm, government inter-
ference,-etc.^,'and whjle.much

'
of it

appears 'to the \u25a0 lay,Intelligence . to be
Involved, It*is a.book . to study and to
think

'
over.<§£taU^*3pQS

>In; .th9 -flrst chapter hhr* r lays down
these laws: '. "Mora is 'the coal of ds-

"Yard anil 'Garden." by T»rkington #

Baker (Bobbs-M^rrill company." Indian*
apolis), is for the amateur first and any
gardener second. .Mr. Baker is' the dra-'*
matic and literary editor vf thVIndian--
apolis Kew?, but all his spare .time "fa
devoted* to gardening- .Ho. has a small'
town place which is a bower of blos-
soms and a country place where his.ex-
periments are -carried on on a m-ore. ex-
tensive scale."

'. •
Up to now most- of

*
the. s'afdenihx

books published have been written by.
Englishmen and the information. In/
them could be applied only to.'.English,
gardens and gardening, but this, book-
is distinctly American ana. its advic«i'
can safely be followed- 'any wrier*

-
in-

eastern or middle America; Few ot its"
rules would be of any practical use 'in;
California.- Our climate is so.different
here from any other part of the United
States that a special book' must bal
written for this locality. '.'\u25a0..'.•.

"While the book is not bulkyTrj ap- 1

pearance it contains 413 pares and 433 \u25a0

illustrations that add' materially- to
the text. The cover has a" color"design-
of a yard of red hollyhocks and und«r"-
neath the title and author's name.

'
ItIs

a valuable book for. a ;limited -au-
*

dlenc*. . " •" \u25a0."..''•"
\u2666

• • • "
'\u25a0-..•

"
"British Highways ." and

'
".-Byways';

From a Motor Car." by Thomas
phy (I*.C. -Page & Co., .Bos ton>. ls"th«.
prettiest' book ;of travel' of the. yeaiy
It is a record of a 5.000 mile tour lit.
England, "Wales and Scotland, "not sivi.a
in gruide book form at alLbut llk».th"»

'

talks of returned travelers! Itis filled
with beautiful illustrations, reprod-uc:-.
tlons in color of famous paln'.tlngs;'.

also maps, etc., of -much yalu« .to :any.
reader, whether contemplating a slm.l-.."
lar trip or reading- for pleasure.

"-
:

•'•" , ;

"School Reports and School B2J- •
ci'ency." by David S; Sneddin.v Ph.:i>.» •

and William H. Allen. Ph. D. (tH« Afae-.
mlllan company. New" Tork);- ,is- ,J^?f.
what its title indicates. Tnese-two "»ei-'\
entlflc men made the most car«f.ul' Jti- •

vestigation' concerning: • school - condi-
tions in New York; at th>' reau«sf

t of.]
the New . York committe* on •physiifttl
\u25a0welfare of school children,' an'd .this j
book is the result of their work! -\u25a0 !It;\u25a0;
will be of «normou3. interest-, to-- edu;-'
cators and laymen, alike* v .: • ".'' .-.. '. \

"Principles of Psychic Philosophy/.*. I
by Charles B, Newcomb' <Xxjthrbp..vLe*.
& Shepard Company, Boston >. Is.- a;' book:
.which purports . to offer. -"a;rational,

explanation and a practical' appllca- .
tion of psychic or ssoul" science."-, v-It-
treats of the evolution .q'C \u25a0charajster..

man's relation to God. the proBlem. 6£-
suffering: and. disease and .kindred s-ub^
jects. Students .of psychologj;. will find"
much in the book to interest.. •."•-•

"

Gflssip of Books an J Pejplc Win Mz fa^a
Charles M. Skinner., for.3-3' .years t»n-

the staff of the Erooklyh Eagle; -diett-:
at his country home in Vermont-reoent-;-
ly. In addition to his nfrspnpjr w«rk::
Mr. Skinner wrote a number of. bisp.ks' •\u25a0

on American folklore. These' .Volume*.-'
"American Myths and Legends Beyond'"
Our Borders."' "Myths and Liesjends-. o't'.
Our Xfw Possessions" and- "MyU»»-'and
Lescends of Our Own LamJ.7 weT«i*all\'
published by th*- J. F. t.ippincoH com-'
pany. In addition to• thf3c--lic"w.rpt«
several nature hooks: among*, them
"Flowers In the Pay*.*.* • _

Miv-Skinner ';
also wrote several plays.. He. wag.-.k

brother of Otis- Skinner, who jsdme V-'
years ago produced his "Villon"

the .
Vagabond"! and nade a distinctly pia'us-v
ible character of the' pocf. .w4u> -was
later exploited by Justin Huntly

"
Me-I

Carthjr and E. H.Sothern In"IfIW«ra-

An autobiography which ou£ht.to.b«of much more than ordinary interest is
that which Professor HI J. Chiirch has
been writing.; Professor Church haa."
written no less than 70 books. The fath-
ers and probably the grandfathers <rt
some now beginning to learn the de-
lights of the classic poets rejoiced a't'
an early age over, his "Stories- From-
Homer." Tie is one of the few. men-
now Hvinc "who knew Frederick-Den-
nison Maurice intimately. Ha vu
Maurice's curate for seven years. ...*.

A ratlaer singular cook notice «p<-
pears In the Athenaeum, written- 'and
signed by Maurice Hewlett, in which*
h» says:

"
'The Spanish" Jade,* written

by me,- is announced by- the' English
publishers at the price of S shillings.

'
Ihope you will allow me to explain
that the story is a shost one (of S5,--
000 words > and that the price, which
Is that of an ordinary nd'vel.r has been
fixed by the publishers against my
wishes and in spite of*my protests
Having parted with "the- copyright Ihave no authority in the matter 'andcan only take th»3 means of making*
my position clear to the public."• • • _ •

New printings of four books by the
late I*afcadio Hearn are comirfg from
the press of L.lttle. Brown & Co. These
include "Some Chinese Ghosts.— ,

"a.
"

Japanese Miscellany.* "In- Ghostly
Japan" and "Exotics and Ketrosoec
tives."

Books Received . *

•

"Pros* ET»iy CliiM Shenid Kea.l." hr M,,»*
E.-.Bnrt; Dwublfday. p»». *tfa, >>\u25a0»• Yorfc

-
.'Tn^.-.Maiins «f * Millennium.".hr >•?,„•-

Ro««Tat»r: Century publioUlns .ompaBr' Omaha"The Coast of t1i»nw," by K*tii<»r "and LuriaCtiaasb«r!aln; Boths-M.rrfll compinj. IjrtUu*
apoUs.

Indian. MeticV by* FrM#rick Star-Fortes *- Cv.i O»k-ar<».
~^

p.
•T.et Rk-b Quirk WaUiaffort!." br O-o™, eCb»«t*r; H«»nTjr Alt^iiiis rtxnpanr. PbiU<J«»lr>hU."Tte Btwkopinc ll-ijfhts," by Pb«*b« v'l-<M;ipy; tte Nesl" pubtishias company. New
"A Storr T«M by IMu.-O br Aana T

*
R»«*e»l: tb« N>a»^ p?jbli!<!iins company.' New' Ynrt""A Soldh-r's letters t» Cbjirmln? .\>ll^-:New'/" *»Vivjbllsuing «TOi«By.

"Tiree W^c'sa fn IlnllajKl an,i Esr-imn
••

by Joba N. HisInNittam: tu* R*niv A Brttiicompany. ;Chicago.
*

7~
"For Interest of the T»TeI*r." comDUed h»Juliet U Jamn.' Eerkclry. TpuM ''
"Twenty pKUsU Cathedrals." by Jnll-tJames. Berkeley. ,, . *"""

\u25a0•Tb«: Next Step \r? Evolution. The PrwentStep." by IK ruak; j-uat * wSSSicompany, New York. * j»suua

wlT1* Sword D**J?'»-" J»r Marjory Eow*a
-

Mc< lore company. »w \*ort. *K>w»-a,
-. ••YoUnda . of Crpr*"«*.".,br .Cala -T »»»«McClore company. Xew York. • ' RJce:

McClur» company. »w -Yort. **uet:
"On th« Witness ;Stand." by Hnz* Wm...berg; ilsClw raofftay. «e^ T«S^ «\u25a0««-

New Books Briefly Noted

sire. Desire energizes evolution.
'
Et*J

lution is a progress toward perfection. .
In-brief those thre* sentences ar» th9
book. One sees that the author Is ex-
plaining- constantly the reasons why*

wo should acquire wealth and ex-
cuses peopt? for wantinjc and getting
more. Ha ha3 no patience -with popu-
lar,reformers: the man who says Th»
world otre3 me a llvinsr" is an abomi-
nation in his sight, tor usually th»
man who mak^s .that statement sits
down and waits for rtiat "living* to
drop into his lap.. The book Is writ-.
ten in pra!so of tlio "Tyopkejrs in all
srrades of.society— ihe .'producers of.
property

—
wap« earnera or*, employers,

and the author betieves they are mor?
deserving of notify and prai^b than
those who sit back and live on what
they produce.-

"Seeing fa-gland With UiufeJofeu"
By Anne Warner, author of '.'String »Fntae*

With Uncle John,"- etc." Published ;
by the

C«ntary company, :New York.% Price SI.SO.
. A more ,maddening traveling com-
panion than Uncle" John one can;hardly
Imagine; a funnler;toutist to read about
has never been put into a book. Uncle
John in Frrfnce was generous, Irritable,

"Prisoners of Chance"
Bj HUsdall Ptrrish. author »>f '"Bob Hamp-

ton of Pl»c*r," "Beth NorT*U.".etc. Puh-
]i«fie<l by A. C. McClarg & Co., Chicaso.
Pric* J1.50.

"Prisoners of Chance"" is the tale of
what befell Geoffrey Benteen, gentle-
man adventurer, "through his love for
a lady of France." Mr. Parrish needs
no introduction to the novel reading
public which has enjoyed "When 'Wild-
erness Was King," "My8 Lady of the
North" and others of his readable ro-
mances; but this story is a departure
in style, at least, from his other works.

The author explains his position in a
most Ingenious foreword. He says:

"The manuscript of this tale has been
in my. possession several years. It
reached me through natural lines of
inheritance, but remained nearly for-
gotten until a chance reading revealed
a certain historic basis; then, making
note of correspondences in minor de-
tails, Irealized that what Ihad cast
aside as mere fiction might possess a
substantial foundation in fact. Im-
pelled by this conviction, Inow submit
the narrative to public inspection, that
others, better fitted than I,may judge
as to the worth of this Geoffrey Ben-
teen."-

He proceeds to sketch the career of
Geoffrey Benteen. a resident of La
Petit Rocher and also bits of history In
Louisiana; how the French hated the
governor, Don Antonio de Ulloa. and
finally rose against him in IT6S; how a
certain chevalier, DiXoyan, led the in-
surrection, and with several other no-
bles remained in control over a year;
how. at the end of that time." the
Spaniards came back in overwhelming
numbers with the dreadful "Cruel
O'Reilly" as their leader 'and promptly
threw these nobles into prison and
condemned them to be shot at dawn.
And at dawn they were shot; all but
Di Noyan, and his escape was wrapped
in* secrecy and mystery. The faded
old manuscript tells the whole story
and the author submits it to us for
inspection and opinion.

Geoffrey Benteen. gentleman adven-
turer and borderman. arrives in th<»
town of New Orleans the day before
this execution in to take place. A
negro slave meets him in the street
and tells him a lady would lik« to see
him. He keeps the appointment made
for him and discovers that the "lady"1
is a former sweetheart who had re-
fused him because he was not of herreligion, a Catholic. This refusal had
driven him out into the wilderness,
where he had !ed the life of a wild
borderman for five years, and he Is
doubly* shocked to find that the lady,
Eloise Lafruricre, has married Di Noy-
an, that he is condemned to be shot
the next day. and that she wishes him
Geoffrey Benteen, to attempt his res-
cue.

Of course he undertakes the task,
which would have proven unsurmount-
able to any one else, and equally, ofcourse, lie is successful; or we should
have had no story. The flight up the
Mississippi river is very graphically
told: all sorts of difficulties are met
and surmounted: besides DI Noyan and
his wife and Benteen the party Is re-
cruited by a wandering Puritan preach-er, a crazy, intolerant person very fond
of the sound of his own voice, and withan insatiable appetite. He furnishes
the somewhat overdrawn .but quite
necessary comedy element for the tale.Up to thie point the < book is good
reading. The tile Is dramatic and
full of strong, exciting situations; the
character of Di Noyan is particularly
well drawn— a man of inordinate per-
sonal vanity, willing to risk hie life
to recover his curling: irons, of-yreat
bravery, but .variable as the Winds and
extremely selfish. From the time whenth» party falls in witha band of whiteeavagee in the Ozark mountains, thestory becomes too much for the'credi-
bilities of grown people. One canscarcely follow the events they, are so
lavishly contrived. The travelers havea livelyfight but are captured and pre-
pared for torture. The queen of thesavages Is an outcast French womanthoroughly depraved and savagely
cruel. How she has chanced to bathe queen of these people, calling her-self "The Daughter of the Sun," is notexplained, but there she is, and makestrouble. She falls in love with DINoyan and he succumbs to her charm
at once. All the members of the littlaparty are imprisoned in difficult places
but finally.Benteen ;and Eloise and a
Catholic priest, who lias been a victim
of-the savages for two months/ manageto escape. The heavens •come to th«assistance of virtue at "the last, and a
bolt of llghtningr destroys th« last" of
the mound builders. All sorts of ex-planations and. theories about this pr«-
historic race of people have been of-
fered by archaeologists, but never any-
thing like the one In this noveL

'
Onecould almost wish for the" sake of MrParrish's art that the last hair of hisbook had not been so forced.

'•. IS;-:'Esth.fr «c'<J 'Lo'rit .Ctumt^rlaiB- Published
•'•"-'by' B<ibfc»-M*rrlll •«mjp«Bj', icdlaaapoHs.
:•. \u25a0.•"Price il.50. '•:

The/ flrst
'

remarkable thing, about
:t&is.novel; by the Chamberlains is that
\u25a0tt is a- San Francisco novel and it does
•fcot :«\u25a0»**rimention the earthquake. For
:£hat,;'Allah'be praised! \u25a0 \u25a0

.'. The' story is supposed to be a mys-
tery • story with; a psychological sug-
gestion running through it. As to the

••mystery ."it- fails, for the criminal Is
.plainly" indicated, almost from the. first
mention bt him. Barring: this weak-
ness the Hook ice well done.. The -heroine. Flora.Gi.lsey. is a rich

\u25a0 orphan^ daughter of a nobody who had
"struck Ifin the mines, j Siws has a
pal*chaperon livlngrwith her, a woman

!efx"whom ..she has . in instinctive dis-
trusiu. but who has successfully piloted
b«r to-io. assured position in society.

• Th«: title for the book is found in the
heroine's rejections at an exhibition
of paintings given it a. dub. Looking
"over "society" a« it stands around her
she." -is- pictured thus: ...• -'"She couM recall a time when she
hid- not even been quit* sure of her
clothes. Xot • Clara's subdued rustle

\u25a0 at. her. sid"? could make her do.ubt them
'now, "t>-ut her security was still recent
enough to be sometimes conscious of
itself.; Itwas so short a \u25a0 time since
all -these -talking groups that mada a
personage -of her had had the power
to put her quite out of countenance,

jThe women who craned over- their
:shoulders to. speak to her

—
how hard

'•she had had to' work.to make them see j
'her at" all! -And now- .she did not know. which she fe.lt more Jlke' laughing at,

herself <ar them, fox baying taken it so
seriously. ; For when one thought of ,
it,-wasn't! it absurd that people out of
nowhere should suppose themselves ex-
clusive?

"'
And people out of nowhere

they, were, herself and all.the rest of
them-. '. From causes not far dissimilar. .they had drifted or scrambled to- \u25a0where. they. now .stood^ It was a question of
squatter.' right?. The first on the
ground were dictators and how long
they! could hold- their claim against
invaders a- dubious cast of fate. For
there".were. forever fresh invasions and
\u2666ieparturef. swift risings from obscure
ity.- tudden fallings back into oblivion.
,hrilifant shootings through of strange
meteors, and In the tide of fluctuation
the things that were established or
iraaitional upon this coast of chance. naer* islands

'
fn .the wash of

«\u25a0"—tr. Itwax amazing, It was almost
frltrntening, th« fluid, unstable quality
of.life, th"e."rapid, inconsequent changes.

TfX it was also this very quality of
transformation that most stirred and
\u25a0delighted her." .,.;:, .;

Flora is with her chaperon and* her
fiance,, a young man who has not' lived
-very longin San" Francisco but who ap-
pears Ho. know .everybody and' to have
an excellent social position. The after-
noon before there had been" a private
'view"inthe "rcaple room*' of the effects
of Mrs.

"
Elisabeth Hunter Chatworth,

\u25a0whowithf her husband had been killed
.while jon"their honeymoon in the Alps.
Society- t'urns out to this private view,
for the auction is scheduled for the
npxt da-y. During this view ihe most
\ialuahle and famous "thins: in! the whole
collection .disappears. It.is a ring *'Hke
a bit of an old gold heathen god curled
round !himself, with hi? head, which
was mostly two yeHow sapphires, be-
tween his knees and "a big blue stone
on top. Soft yellow gold, so fine you

.could almost o>nt it. And carved! Even"
through a glass every line of it is
right.""

Flora'* fiance !ia* told"her all about
the ring,, and this evening at the club
Its r^mafkAble disappearance is more
the subject of conversation than are
the pictures which they have come to

;see. Later at supper a Judge Bullerand
his daughter and an Englishman called.
Kerr and several others join them, and
«. story is told of a criminal at onetime
famous in England named Farrail
TVaud. too clever to be called an or-
«linary pickpocket, but that was the na-
ture of his business. -It appears that
the judge In traveling had seen the
man being taken on board a steamer
V»d with a traveler's idle curiosity has
"snapped" him will! his camera. The
rest of the novel has to do with the
producing of the picture and the ring.
The peculiar effect which the sapphire
appears to have tipon all who come
near it seems at time* a strain on the
credulities, but probably some people
wonli be af&ected a a the heroine was.

The story holds the interest all
through, but one has a feeling that the
authors have not disposed of all the
«nds of their skein; The extinguishing
of Clara Brittbn, the paid chaperon.
Is hardly satisfactory; one wants more
to happen to her. Then the minor
characters

-
in:the book are not even

puppets— they are scarcely more than
names— they should have something
real to do with the story. Most of the
descriptive passages are. poor; there is
such an evident striving for unusual
expression and it is so successful at
tlxnee that all sense is lost. One would
like to have tho expression "deep bos-
omed trees"

• explained,"- and Isn't
"hideous coffee" more than an unusual
expression?
-_ The bonk is well bound, witha picture
•f.the ring en the cover and some ex-
cellent illustrations through Itby Clar-
ence JV-Underwood.

The Coast of Chance
'

loquacious and richly funny. Uncle
John in England is still;generous, still
Irritable, yet more loquacious,' and fun-
nier than he ever thought of being in
France^— only he never guesses he is
funny; that's part of the fun.

Pretty, Yvonne and Lee are .married
and livinghappily in Oxford when Un-
cle John cables, sans date, sans name of
steamer, that he is sailing, please meet
him in Liverpool. So Yvonne and Lee
travel post haste '. to Liverpool to

"
find

Uncle John and "Dilly,"a staid old col-
lege professor, the unhappy victim of
Uncle John's hospitality, have rushed
madly oft to Carlisle. Uncle John stays
scarcely any time at all in a place

—
though he does give Edinburgh a half
tlay

—
hie loses his trunk and Dilly's,

too. \u25a0 and his comments on English
sierhts and English travel and Dllly

Frrov.- funnier with every hour. Mean-
while Yvonne and Lee get real pleasure
out of their sudden trip, set down in
clever letters home; and at last the wild
chase ends merrily in Oxford, and Un-
cle John \u25a0 starts home innocently but
tleliciously funny to the last.

Here are a few of Uncle John's re-
marks:
"Imust say Idon't care much about

churches myself, but
" they don't «take

long
—

there's that to be said for them."
"Idon't see how you remember dates.

The only date I'm ever positive about
Is when my wife died, and Iremember
her because she died on my birthday.
Icouldn't rcmember'my birthday before
she died

—
no,Icouldn't, for a fact."

"Every time you've done a place in
Europe you can't help a feeling of real
relief."

The book has some very clever and
amusing illustrations by F. It. Cruge'r.

"furze the Cruel"
By John Trexena. PublUhed by Moffat, Yard
iCo., New York. Price ?1.50.

"Furze the Cruel" is a great book.
The London Academy says it is almost
a masterptece, and after reading it
one is inclined to leave out that
"almost." The author's foreword ex-
plains the title and hints at what is to
come in the following:

"Almost everywhere on Dartmoor,

are furze, heather and granite. The
furze seems to suggest cruelty, the
heather endurance and the granite
strength. The furze Is destroyed by
fire, but grows again: the heather is
torn by winds, but blossoms again; the
granite is worn away imperceptibly by

the rain. This work is the first of a
proposed trilogy, which the author
hopes to continue and complete with
'Heather* and 'Granite.'

"
The book does not in any little point

fail in its object. Such a picture of
Dartmoor has never before been put
into fiction, notwithstanding the fact
that this part of England has inspired
hundreds of novels. The lower classes
of -the .people'*- living on Dartmoor are.
lncomprehenslvely ignorant, but one
feels that the author knows the'eoun-
try and speaks truth as plainly,as
though these facts were photographed.

The passion, the brutality, the super--
stition of these primitive people is
beyond belief and one will not- »oon
forget the powerful characterizations
of the author, the Tavy family

X
Mary?

and Peter, not for a moment dreaming;

that they deserve better things; Thorn-
aßine, the stupid servant girl, fine and
clean physically until .dominated by
fear in the guise of a farmei ;toe poor
half-blind, half-idiot Brightly, trying

to earn the barest living- honestly for
himself and his mongrel dog, Ju. Right
here the naming of Ju is an interesting
bit worth quoting:

"Her name was Ju. which was an ab-
breviation of Jerusalem: One Sunday
evening Brightly had .slipped inside a
church, and somewhat to his surprise
had been allowed to remain, although a
sidesman was told off to keep an eye on
him and se^ that he did not break open
the empty poor box. A hymn was sung'
about Jerusalem the golden, a piece of
pag-an doggerel, -concerning the future
statr, where happy souls w'cre indulg-
ing in bacchanalian revels and overeat-

and tryine.to recall the music. He could:. think of jnothing: but!Jerusalem for
some idays.(iHe.;went- into the public
library,at Tavistock and looked itupin
a.map ofIthe .world, discovered; it was
in a country, called Palestine, and won-
dered how many rabbit

1

skins it would
cost to take him thero. Brightly reck-
oned |in:rabbit (skines, not;in shillings

and pence, which were matters he. was
not very familiar with. He noticed that
when ever he mentioned the \nama of
Jerusalem the dog waggedher tail, as
though she, too, was interested in the
dalry;produce, so, as the 'animal lacked
a title, Jerusalem was awarded her.'-
Poor Brightly—he inspires contempt as
well as pity.

The dreadful character of the book is
Pendoggat, 'and adjectives fail to \u25a0 de-
scribe; his .flendishness. Robert Louis
Stevenson once said that when you
come across/an incident or a character
in'a book which seems, if an incident,

air wrong and inartistic and not true to
life;;or if you find a character too un-
natural to have ever existed anywhere,

it is "safe to conclude that the author
had no thought of art in creating them;

but drew the picture from life.,,,That
suggestion applies to such a character
as Pendoggart, for if one could be coip-;-
vinced that many, such men were walk-'
ins about the world, it would strike
terror to the heart of many, a brave
man and woman. Everything, he did
for. awhile seemed to prosper and every
human being: with whom he came in
contact he injured, some of them wan-
tonly. His r brutality was not always
physical, though he was a vicious ani-
'm'al, but the injuries were more cruel-
often than blows. Contrasted with\all-
lthis horror and the dreadful somber-
ness is a genuine- love _story so sweet
and beautiful, so real and convincing,
that for it alone the book is a delight.
One reads all the rest of the Dartmoor
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