Pan of Grease Starts

$200,000

Fire in Row of Wooden Shacks

One of the most spectacular down-lgi!mpsed fire in Borlini's restaurant, |
many months broke out| Where 2 belated cook and a defective |
gas range had combined te set a pau |
Husted ran for Policéman |

town fires in

shortly after o'clock last night
through the sudden combustion of a
pan of grease in the kitchen of Borlini's

street near Market,
with explosive violence
triangular dlock of flimsy
ctures bounded by Geary
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WATCHMAN SEES FLAMES

-~ nutes after 10

ficer Montgomery Hus

use, dry goods and furnish.'

fire water inflicted great
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of fat afire.
James Rooney, who turned in the
alarm. Like a flash in a pan of pow-

der, the fiames jumped up along Gear)’§
and ate through the wooden partitions

the rear.
A group of

in

waitresses were in

smoke began .pouring through the
wall, and a policeman rushed in and |

ordered them out. Catching their hats
and cloaks they darted to the streel
This place was badly damaged bY
water.

In Wood's clothing store the firemen
made a stand. Wood's $75,000 stock

was badly damaged, partly by fire, butj |

principaliy by smoke and water.

BUILDINGS TOTAL LOSS

A conservative estimate last night
placed the total damage at close 10
1 $300,000. The buildings were among

the first to be put up after the great
| fire and were erected by the 1. W. Hell-
Iman syndicate of bankers for the
the estate. The structures will be
almost total losses. By herculean
work those near Ke ¥y street were
saved from burning.

Extraordinary precautions were tak-
en by the poiice to guard the immense
crowds that gathered Ropes were
{ stretched and both »f Biggy and
Captain of Detectives Kelly were pres-
ent. Just after the alar was turned
in a daring thief dashed into Borlinl's,
opened the cash register and rifled it
with the flames darting about him, but
he was Immediately arrested.

George Davis,

Chi

a

clérk for Hawke &

Lent, was overcome while trying to
rescué the firm's books, ued at $20,-
008. He dropped to his s ;;r}d just
managed to crawl to where firergen
could drag him oyt George Clancy
of engine 28 was lacerated by falling
giass and taken to the harbor hos-
pital
PARTIAL LIST OF S
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estimates
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were burned ou
of their losses
the ground of
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Baer g company, E. A. Baer, 722
Market street, loss sprincipa water,
$2,500

Willlam Valentlne, tailor, 724 Mar-
ket street, loss $3,000 ipally

Market
. 742 Mar-

: pen company, T44 Market
unkn

United cigars company, loss unesti-

street,

jewelry company, T. Lundy,
ket street, loss about $45,000.
candies, 750 Market

s 330,000
al estate, C. C. Cogwlill, €
loss $1,000.
construction
loss $17,000.
12 Grant avenue,

company,

transfer company, Grant ave-

nue, loss $1,600

Borlini's g.’ﬂll 41

$E.

Geary street,
000.

S. Brown company. real estate,
y. street. lass unknown.

MeGerry, real
unknown.
& Lent, Geary

street, loss

Rhein real estate, Geary street,

Silver & Clover, real estate,
r street, loss $10,000.
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oyes union and M. Casey, president of
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GORE RECAPTURES CHAMPIONSHIP

LONDON, May 4—A W. Gore, the
sh player, todey récaptured the
pionship In the covered court
tennis contest which has been
progress at the Queen’'s club here. He
defeated the holder of the title, A. F.
wilding of New Zeaiand, three games
to one. Four days ago Gore defeated
C. P. Dodge of Colorado Springs in the
semifinals.

The Fleet From Mt Tamalpails

:
Signals from the summit of Mt. Tam- |

alpais will be exchanged when the fleet
ves outside the heads Tuesday even-

arri
ing. May 5. Special train wiil Jeave |
Fa‘hsalxto for Mt Tamsilpais at 6:15

P returning, arrive in San
isco at 11:26 p. m.
tr: of the‘mounmu will be mcn.in-

cent

KING AND QUEEN RETURN
LONDON, Mey 4—King Edward and
Queen Alexandrs returned to London
this aftarnoon from thelr Scandinavian
tour.
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$100,000,000 IN

BONDS FOR U. P.

NEW YORK, May 4¢—E. H. Harriman |

of the Union Pacific railroad cempany

, Wil be asked at their meeting at Salt
Lake tomorrow to authorize an issue
of $100,000,000 bonds.

Mr.,
“The financial
Union Paeific have been much exagger-
ated. The maximum amount needed at
| this time to put the company in funds

Harriman's statement follows:

does not exceed $25,000,000, but we
want to resume development and put‘
ot |

r people to work.

€0 of the bonds be Issued against
| the properties now owned.

“While the stockholders will be
asked at their meeting tomorrow to au-
thorize an issue of $100,000,000 of bonds,
at least $50,000,000 of the amount will
be reserved for issue under strictly
guaranteed provisfons only for the con-
struction or acguisition of new lines
and for additions.

“Instead of mortgaging new lines as
constructed or acquired and thus hav-
ing separate mortgages on different
divisions, it is deemed best to provide
in one mortgage for future extensions
and new lines.

“The meeting is a preliminary step
to put the company in & position to
take advantage of favorable opportuni-
ties to raise additional capital to the
best advantage.”

| BIGGEST SIGN IN WORLD

Those who have seen the big electric |
ioneer square on |
the crest of Telegraph hill will not be |

“Welcome™ sign in
surprised to Jearn that it is

After

| greatly
the biggest sign in the world
| working busily with his
| paper yesterday
iM. St. John of the fleet .committee

| discovered that fact and Iimmediately |

{ announced it.
jltgn is 400 feet long, and each of the
seven letters, studded with electric
incandescents, averages 50 feet high
|and 38 feet in width. The longest sin.
ixle pole used in the construction is
80 feet in length, and the whole sign
required a total of 48,300 feet of lum-
ber. . To brace it 18,600 feet of half-
fnch galvanized fron wire is used.
Twenty thousand electric light globes
'are used in forming the letters, and
‘when lighted the symbol of the city's
hospitality will be visible 30 miles at
sea. After tomorrow mnight it will be
| it up every evenipg until May 20.

RUSSIAN BOAT CAPSIZES,
DROWNING 120 PEASANTS

ST. PETERSBURG, May 4.—A ferry
boat on the river Dnieper capsized yes-
| terday mnear Bykhoff, in the govern-
ment of Mohileff, and 120 persons
| were drowned as a result. The boat

was filled with and their
and children returning from
| church. It was crowdéd and
| unamangeable in midstream. The pas-
| sengers got into a state of panic and
overturned the boat by crowding to
one side

the | |
kitchen of the Market Street cafe when |

ng company, J. J. Glldea, |

loss |
1o:sj

estate, Geary|

requirements of the |

no event, howaver, will over 850,-’

pencil. and |
afternoon, Chauncey !

According to St. John's figures, the|
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JOHN DREW GETS
HEARTY WELCOME

Frenchy Play “My Wife” Given
by Splendid Company at
the Vaa Ness

| 2o
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|

CAST OF CHARACTERS
i1 IN THE FRENCH COMEDY,
“My Wife”

Gerald Eversleigh ............ Jokn Drew
The Hon. Gibson Gere (Gibby)

, erdinand Gottschalk
¥ e e
L ..Mario Majeroni
] ,Alex Brunn

Herbert Budd

McDougall
Head waiter of the Hotel Bellevue.. ...

'
{
] ....................... Walter Soderling
|
|

Rene Falandres Frank Goldsmith
Porter at the Hotel Bellevue. L. C. Howard
Beatrice Dupre (Trixie)..Miss Billie Burke
| Miriam Hawthorne.. Miss Dorothy Tennant
| Mrs. Decham Lape. Miss Ida Greeley Smith
Baromess Grancles Miss Hope Latham
Madame Dupre (nee Beatrice Hereford).
Miss Kate Pattison Selten
Marie (maid to Beatrice).Miss May Galyer

e

o
-

By Walter Anthony

John Drew, Billie Burke and an aris-

tocratic company in the French comedy, |

“My Wife,” at the Van Ness theater
last night completely met the expec-
tations of a large,
distinguished audience.

ally fulfilled. He is the same polished
actor, debonair, “clubby,” well groomed,
polished and properly mannered as
ever. It is a matter of little conse-
quence whether he is a great actor or

FRANCISCO CALL,

fashionable and |
¢ Expectations |
in the case of John Drew were natur- |

{2 great John Drew: last night he was|

a superb Gerald Eversleigh, the club-

man ‘who finds himself temporarily |

married to his ward so that she may
subsequently marry her real affinity.
Drew was faultless at all times, wheth.
er in the farcical passages, with which
the ingenious play is full, or in the
more serious scenes where he finds
himself growing fonder of his ward
than a mere make belleve husband in
charge of another's future wife
yshould be.

Anticipations with respect to Miss
Billie Burke were on the whole jus-
tified and satisfied. In point of per-
sonal appearance and personal charm
she shames the enthusiasm of her press
agents. They have not done her jus-
jtice. " As an actress, supplied -with
experience and knowledge of her craft,
she will grow beyond the stature of
her present excellence. She Is, one
would say, just the sort of a leading
lady Drew requires. She has distine-
| tlon of manner and rare beauty of the
girlish type, not easily defined, but
| easlly appreciated; a glory of tinted
| brown hair glowing with a Titian
shade; a prettily molded face, with the

{ pink cheeks of youth, and an engaging |
almost a lisp, in her utterance |
heightens the girlishness of her|

accent,
which

appeal.
{ nation;

She is graceful and has imagi-
her methods are quiet, refined
{and natural. Aitogether, Billie Burke
is a charming Trixie and makes Ger-
ald's sacrifice of his bachelorhood a
| very natural event.

Trixie has an Inheritance from her
aunt which can be hers only on con-
dition that she is married when she is
{18 vears of age. She has a lover to
whom her father objects; the father

{has a suitor to whom she objects. Drew

{is a guardian under the terms of the
{aunt's will and Trixle persuades him to
| marry her {n formality only so that she
| will comply with the conditions of the
ibequest, After a year they agree she
{ shall divorce him and marry her real
sweetheart.

{ In the end the real sweetheart is sup-
| planted in Trixie's affections by Gerald,
{ her guardian and make believe husband,
tand the play thus closes. Meantime
! there have been four acts of lively
comedy and some intensely amusing
i scenes, as when the mother and father
tcome upon Gerald and Trixie in the
{middle of a guarrel, and not under-
{ standing the real situation imagine
that the unhappy bride is being abused
on her heneymoon.

! Ferdinand Gottschalk as  Gerald's
{friend easily wins with Dorethy Ten-
nant, who is Mirlam, an actress friend
of Gerald's, second honors; but the en-
tire cast iz excellent in the character
roles.

NOVELTY

Katherine Grey and her associate
iplayers began their second week in
| Clyde Fitch’'s masterpiece “The Truth”
|Tast night at the Noveity theater be-

|

!

!

anuitactu

| bright, but
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| Jobn Drew and Billie Burke, leading man and woman in |
the French comedy, “My Wife,” at the Van Ness. I
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fore an audience that augurs well for
the closing week of this very remark-
able and intensely- interesting play. In
the recent history -of- San Francisco
there has been no company appearing
on the local stage that compares with-

{the cast which Martin Beck has as-|
{ knows the plot of the play.

sembled to present “The Truth.”  The

play appeals to 2all classes of theater|
It has a thrill in every act and |
i'ingly funny a&s presented last evenin®¥.

goers.
in nearly every scene; its. lines- are
not “smarty’;- It depicts
human nature as-al know it, andwhile
it teaches a salutary lesson. it is mever.
“preachy.” .The fact that “The Truth"”
has been transkxted into a "half dozen
languages and been a currént success
in JParis, Berlin,” London, "Madrid and
other European centers éof culture and
population is readily understoged by
those who have witnessed .the, San
Francisco production. b

Katherine Grey's success in the.lead-
ing role of. Becky Warder has been
instantaneous. She has returned to her
native city a finished artist .and one
of America's greatest actresses. . Her
movements upon the stage no less than
her voice and person lend themselyes
to the illusion that she is In fact the
hereditary fibber whose falling nearly
wrecks a home and her own happiness.
There Is not a character in the play
that is not llke some one every.auditor
knows, and this lends the element of
human interest to the play:

Sunday night Miss Grey will present
her great New York hit, “The Reckon-
ing,” from the German of Arthur
Schnitzler. It had an unprecedented
run at the Berkeley Lyceum in Broad-
way, where (t. effectively lifted the
“hoodoo” from the theater which neo
star nor play could seem to bring into
popular favor.
ALCAZAR

“Charley's Aunt,”

one of the best

known farces on the comedy stage.;
and one which has been transiated into |
11 languages, is on at the Alcazar and |
is the motive for the reappearance of
Efie Bond, a familiar face’ to local/
theater goers two years ago, in one
of her best ingenue roles. Every one!
Suffice it}
to say that stralght American humor
and well assigned roies made it scream-

John B.” Maher, in the principal part,
that ‘of ‘the Brazilian dunt, fits the
part like'a glove, and Louise Brownetl
‘anff “Anita Murray played' two naive
young girls admirably, Howard Hick-
man ag Spettigue, the ¢rabbed solicitor,
was extremely good and kept the house
in a roar. Effie Bond received an arm-
ful of flowers and several rounds of|
applause when she stepped on the|
stage, charmingly sweet and girlish, |
and smiling her thanks for the welcome |
‘given’ her.

CENTRAL

“The White Squadron,” a melodrama |
which -beautifully illustrates the cour-|
age and valor of the men in the Amer- |
fcan navy, and one which manifests |
clearly the love born for the flag by!
the men who serve it, is the attraction |
at the Central theater this week. It!
opened last night to a large audlence.

A thrilling feature. of the evenlng;
was the rendition of “The Star Spangled |
Bannper,” during which several erect|
soldiers and sallors were seen standing
at attention in the theater.

The ‘scene of the plot is laid in
Brazil and deals with an attempt of
['a company of brigands, led by a Brazil-
ian army officer, to kidnap an Amer-
ican heiress, who, after many exciting
adventures, is rescued by an American
navy officer. Kernan Cripps is seen in
the role of the commander of an Amer-

ican man-of-war, and Frank Bonner as-
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| still continue to charm large audiences |

| opera which are enjoyed by every audi- |

.“A Runaway Girl"
3 o'clock.

WANTS CONCRESS
10 MAKE EFFORT

.
SPECIAL DISPATCH TO THE CALL
WASHINGTON, May 4.—it is now Im.
probable that congress will be able te
adjourn by May 16
Representative Watseon,
whip of the house, spent an hour with

MAKE PLEAS FOR |

A large audience gathered at Unlen
hall, Market and Church streets, last
night to hear President Johan W.
Sweeney and other speakers discuss the
bond issues to be voted upon next Mon-
day. A number of the supervisors and
other city officials were expected, but s
through a misunderstanding of halls | President Roosevelt today. Watson
did not come. | was wholly lacking in optimism about

“Voting for the bond iSsue to es- ! an early adjournment of congress aad

tablish a fire protection system means  decliged to make any prediction.

republican

the consummation of the late nn; The president seems to have sent .!m
Chief Sullivan's dearest wish, ™ md;RepresenLatlve Wa!sop to insist that
Sweeney when he took up the issues the house make an “honest effort” to

“Such a system would | Put tErough anti-injunction legisiation,

one by one.
amend the Sherman anti-trust law, en-

have stopped the conflagration of two | 2 : _
years ago.” act the Vreeland currency bill, to which

Attorney Frank Costello aise made | 1@ Is unequivecally committed; put on
an earnest plea for San Francisco to | the books a law making the govern-
rehabilitate her schogls, public hw-‘ment responsible for accidents to its
tals, etc., and among those speaking in | ®™Pployes, and do one or two other
the general discussion that foilowed | things A month ago Watson was not

were President W. J. Healy of the Mar. | Sanguine as to anti-injunction legisla-
ket and Churchh street assoeiation, @ tion, but told the president that it was
Henry O'Dowd, J. Gilbride and Martin | 2 doubtful propesition owing to
Hennessey. | the heostility of the se judiciary
! committee. It was to insist upon an
| “honest effort” to get this legisiation

sumes the part of the leader of the  that the president desired to talk to
brigands. | Watson, and through Rim to the repub-
PRINCESS | icans of the house.

Cecelia Rhoda and Edward Ste\'enli;

“Kwangei” Says Japan

at the Princess theater and the second w;‘?‘igst.;;’ Ge g&pa‘"ﬁ"” f"}" “Wel-
“Wang” ) his is the title of an in-
week of ang” Is meeting with th.,teru:&:x article appe in the May

success that its production deserves. nt NARAS  faans o
An abundafice of good musie, danc!ng,ci:?::r)g;nf:“’:g'e"2.?,‘,,,",_.“'
and comedy are features of the comic  Japan in San Francisco,

| ence. ! POSTMASTERS APPOINTED
AMERICAN } WaASEsw- -, May 4.—The follow-
The American théater announces a|ing Californian postmasters were ap-

special matinee Thursday, when thejpolnted: French Gulch, Shasta ceunty,
Pollard Miliputian players will present; D. W. Smith, vice L. W. Smith,

On account of meicmod: Johanstonwville, Lassea co
parade the curtain will be run up at| Frank O. Wemple, vice A. Granyon,

isigned.
\\
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CARD OF THANKS:

The opening of the BISMARCK CAFE in the Pacific
Building, Fourth and Market Streets, SATURDAY EVENING,
MAY 2, expressed again the spirit that dominates the Metropolis
of the West.

We kindly thank our friends and the public in this brief
way for their most generous patronage, which far exceeded
our most sanguine expectations, and on this account we tender
our apologies for any inconveniences that may have been
experienced.

THE BISMARCK CAFE
Fritz Muller & Sons, Props.

N )

Raies.

ROUND TRIP TICKETS ON SALE

% for May 6,7, 13, 14, 15, 28, 29, 30; June 3, 9, 10, 11, 15, 16,
22 to 25 inclusive; July 2, 3, 6 7, 8, 28, 29; \agust 17,
18, 24, 95, via the

CHICAGO, UNION PACIFIC
AND NORTHWESTERN LINE

$72.50 to Chicage, Ill, and retarn.

$73.50 to St. Paul and Minneapolis, Minn.
$108.50 to New York, N. Y., and retarn.
$108.50 to Pa., and return.
$110.50 to Beston, and return.
£107.50 to Baltimore, Md, and retarn.
$107.50 to Washingtom, D. C, and return.

e ¥ 85 Tames Tulb sal
Tickets provide for stopovers at 1 alls a
mother eastern tourist points.

Tickets at these low rates are available for pas-
sage on the electric lighted Overland Limited;
leaves daily at 10:00 a. m., or on fast trains leav-
ing at 9:00 a. m. and 6:20 p. m. Full particulars
on request.

Tickets to and from all
B R.
Gen’l Agt. Pae.
8§78 Market

in Earope.
C.& N. W. Ry,
Budg.,

A representative list of first class Hotels where patrons are
assured of courteous treatment and the best accommodations. Street-
cars pass each onme of the Hotels mentioned day and night. No diff-

cultywmbemetwifhinuachin(mydthsellotehnomatm what
time train arrives. Rooms can be reserved either by telegraph or letter.

‘HOTEL COLONIAL HOTEL ALEXANDER

Stockton Street above Sutter 3352 Geary Street,
Plan, $1.30 per day and up. nouurr-‘_ug

Plaa, $3.00 2;-! ap.
Sutter street car ferry. EC N N.
HOWARD T. Managee. Furnished.

L
Bates ‘u.gxm Day 2ad Up
ow
FRANK C. BALLANTING,
Manager.

w.mgr-u.nu—m aite single. with
et d..o w“ 8 . MINT. u.-_ te b;’:l: ste:; h‘:‘at: t.l:-
et “-'.. -‘w rknohmryroom; direct car
:& rstes. Family and commercial ines from all depo
‘ HOTEL AUDUBON
Cor. Fourth and Howard St --&:"C: .::-‘!- Avw.
m!&.u.t-x.u:-n":ﬁ?_.ng LR Sectare w5 Ganter. Mgn.
e My 19, oy . HOTEL VICTORIA, C r. Bush aad
to entrance. g - e
- 8p to date Botels In the city. Ceatrally lo-
" LOOK OVER EX R R
mmuhcﬁ:“ comfortable. The s suexcelled.
to while city. Amecican plan, $3 day up. Buropesn plaa.
o = yormamtat tecalion: g
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