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BIG GUN SHOOTIRS
of the WORLD
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How the Men of the Cruiser Albany
for the Second Time Won the Trophy
of Navy by Their Wonderful Work

at Magdalena Bay .. .. .. .
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avy of long ag: The Albany thercfore is fittest of all
'he valve of the ships themselves— .. . tsers to fight and the Albany of
speed f big guns, of all the mod- all the ships in the navy was selected
n mechanical devices of war—is all .- prncle Sam to Sarry the olive branch
matter of theory The worth of the to the revolution bdelt of Central
right kind of personnel has been Americd.
emons d In actual conflict times g hyimental Uncle Sam, who won the
mer and so far as absolute Philippines in a fair fight and then
owledg goes it may be sald that bought them for a fancy figure: who
wa p with ¢ best crew is the .. ented Yankee traders from exploit-
t s et or fight ing the islands; who said: “Give the
18 { ew’'s worth on a Filipino a chance,” and then passed
fighting is in the ability of that (... that killed the trade of the islands
vew to handle the batleries and t0 gy ofher nations and built a tariff
send shot and shell to a designated wall which barred the little brown
mark, whether target, hostile fort or brother from trading with America;
enemy’s ship, and to hit it, early and the game Uncle Sam who collected in-
often. In the United States navy the gemnity from China and returned the
erew that responds most perfectly to

this test is awarded a trophy and the

ship fiying the trophy pennant may

be considered, as far as actual expe-

rience has proved, the best ship of its

Ciass

The cruiser Albany, whose crew on

e Boston won the trophy last year,

money and/later calmly submitted to
a costly boycott at the hands of his
beneficiaries, is the Uncle Sam who has
sent this fittest of fighting ships to the
toy kingdoms of Central America on
of
olive branches 2nd two doves of peace

a mission of peace, with a cargo

by way of passengers.
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The officers and men of the Albany
proved their right to the trophl’ and
all that it means by their matter of
fact acceptance of the orders that made
the cruiser a peaceship and Iiterally
splked the guns that had talked to
such good purpose at Magdalens bay.
They would not have been human, how-
ever, If they had not regretted the loss
of the opportunity to fly that trophy
pennant in the presence of 14,000 men
who really knew its wofth.

The interest of the iandsman in that
pennant is merely patriotic. He knew
Yankee gunners could shoot anyway.
The landsman’s appreciation does not
interest Jack. He knows the l‘nda-
man doesn’t understand. With the pre-
fessional fighting man it is different.
The fellows on _the other ships cap
shoot some themselves. They tried to
win that same trophy and mean to do
it some day. In the meanwhile, how-
ever, it is hats off to the trophy ship,
and when the round, flat 1id of the.
“man behind” comes off the cup of the
fellow on the trophy ship is full te
overflowing. It was bad enough to
miss the fleet. To take that flag on a

CREW OF U.S.S.
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peace mission and flutter it before the
eves of republies that fought naval
battles in gasoline launches and with
smooth bore guns was a highly dis-
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gusting performapnce and a task that
only sentimental Unele Sam would
have set a prize crew.

The story of how the Albany’s erew

won the trophy is a tale calculated to

have been

reassure minds that
by Mr.

may
disturbed Reuterdahl's defi-
ciency exhibit and to inspire the man
ashore with cpnﬂdence in the navy, its
discipline and the spirit of the men be-
hind the guns.

To appreciate what the Albany’'s men
did one must understand something of
tho-condillons. under which record tar-
get practice is engaged. There is noth-
Ing in’ the most heroic of civilian sport
quite so violent as this game of shoot-
ing bullseyes with five inch guns and
guns of lesser caliber and smaller di-
mension. The action on the football
field or in the prize ring is gentle exer-
cise compared with the physical exer-
tion Involved in making the batteries
of even a third class cruiser like the
Albany talk fast on the target range.

All hands and the cooks share In the

’Dyg:m'ﬂmmmm mémr

task of keeping the air filled with
shrieking shells and the hurry and
hustle must bd directed with mathe-
matical precision and must combine in

perfect harmony. And talk adout taars
work. The “play altogether” of =
crack footdall team 1s & riet of divided
purpeses compared with the combined
effort nécessary te make & record ad
Magdslena day.

The target is anchared at the spus of
an imaginary triangle, along the bass
of which the oruiser steams bdack and
forth at a 10 knot gait. The cadtar of
the base of the triangle for five fnch
gun practice is 1,400 yards away frem
the target. The extremities of the Dase
are 1,600 yards away. Every revelution
of the cruiser's propeller changes the
distance and calls for a correspendiag
readjustment of the dlirection in which
the gun is pointed. The readjustment
differs with each gun asccording te its
position en the ship, and for & Nalf
dozen guns to be banging away at the
same time and all hitting the same tar-
in about the same place calls fer
mathematical legerdemalin that more
resembles black magic than scientifie
calculation.

The

men short

get

Albany reached the range 108
full complement. A
practice was begun all

hands bad been vaccinated and in the

of its

few days before

majority of cases the £ vaccine had
taken.” Nearly everybody knows how
sore that process makes the victim.

Picture yourself
quisitely

with one of those ex-

painfu ‘vaccination” arms,

Imagine a game rougher than football
and a prize fight combined. Then think
of taking that arm into that game and

you have some idea of the conditions

hich the Albany's men went to

their task, and under a pitiless tropical

sun, at that.
Uncle Sam -has

the

few secrets that all
world may not know if it takes the
trouble to find out.
has taught
silence on cgrtain matters, and
the official
of proficiency shown by the men behind
the guns. None of the figures published
official. The official figures
known only to certain officers
ship. Thelr report goes to the navy de-
partment, where it Ridden from ail
but men who remaip discreetly dumb in
unofiicial talkfests. The men on
ships know in a general way the result
of their work and it is from them that
the publie acquires its knowledga of
the scores. Navy officers are not al-
lowed to give out scores, but occasion-
ally they relax to the point of confirm-
ing one of these general sstimates or
admitting that It is approximately
correct.

These figures

Experience, how-

ever, the advisability of

B

one

secrets is the exact de

are are

on each
is

the

of the work done at
Magdalena bay by the Albany’s port
5 inch battery, commanded by Mid-
shipman Charles A. Woodruff, are ap-
proximately ocorrect. They ars not, I
was assured by an officer, exaggerated.

Out of 144 shots fired by this battery
while the ship was steaming at a speed
of 10 knots an hour 138 were hits. O
the first 66 shots fired 85 were hits.
Midshipman, now Ensign, Woodruft
fired the first six shots himself. The
time in which this record was made
was not divalged, but is a general esti-
mate of the record made by all the
guns on the Albany; the cruiser’s bat-
tery includes 10 5 guns and 10
3 pounders; the score averaged 19 hits
per gun peéer minute.

inch

I asked one of the officers what in
his opinion was the factor that con-
tributed to the Albany's suecess. He

had told me of the disadvantages under

which the men worked. How they had
gone on the range weorn out by six
emonths of vitiating service in the
tropics and they were further handi-

capped by sore arms from vaccination.
He

“It was simply splendid team work.
The men in who Kept up
a steady suppiy of steam, the engineers
who maintained the revelutions of the
wheel at a regular speed, the navigator
Mlo laid the ship's course, the quarter-
masters who men who
served the ammunitien all contributed
equally with the men actually behind
guns. A Break in the chain any-
where might have meant a wiss or no
shot at all. They all! worked together,
and God bless them, they're the fittest
bunch of fighting men that ever cleared
a ship for action.”

said:

the fireroom,

steered. the

the



