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*
\r mTXJL tb« yhactem .locomotive-

\V / vlrtt (&• new roundhouse at
yy vuttftotear \u0084 ThaV it win do

to t* &•Moret hope nourished
la,thc Breast of•mere 'than one.hard-
h*ad«3 eld railroadman, who would
scoff at the Idea that he was super-
Btltlou*—-and yet—well, there must be
something la all those stories told by

lifelonr friends and
*

comrades of the
rail.

'
'
Never,heard of the .phantom locomo-

tive? ilore than likely. Men do not
lay bare to the * casual acquaintance

these vague yet tenacious beliefs. But
in the cool shadows of the roundhouse,
the enug seclusion of the caboose,
among: old and sympathetic railroad
cronies, the mysterious appearances of
this apparition of rood,omenV ar«
soberly discussed. \u25a0

Old Michael Flaherty believes in it,* as, ipdeed,1 why _ should he not, since
Quinn of the R. S.& P.— who was run-
ning: old number 870*lone before" there
was such a type as the his mog^il—told
Flaherty/, who was firing: for him, all
about the affair at Platte Junction.
That was years ago. Quinn is. dead
now, and Flaherty has had his day,at !

the throttle
—

lost
%

his nerve^-and a
railroadman still

—
is reduced toYthe

post of watchman of "the new round-,
house at Visitacion. Blithe has not
forgrotten Quinn's story, nor the-'eyi-:
dence of his'on-n eyes— for he, too,
has; seen the phantom locomotive.

Flaherty believes that the sood luck

will com* to Vlsltacion and the Bay

Shore cutoff, as It.always 'does com© to
anjr section of/track; over,/which the
phantom rolls (its Invisible wheels. ;;Not
that Flaherty has yet seen this flrhostly
locomotive, even dimly, through the
gloom of the roundhouse interior, but^
more than once, when ,he knew there
was not a veritable locomotive within
miles,' he has heard the rails dick with
approaching: wheels,; heard the ;weird
warning; of a ghostly whistle, the quick,
sharp puff of the -"exhaust, the %dang

of an invisible bell—-yand,, standing
back* from the roundhouse switch, '.has
heard the phantom '.. locomotive' pass
with aVrush- of »wind,and run straight
on through - the' closed doors of.; the?
empty roundhouse, • into

'
its echoiess 'in-

terior.. \ :' ;

:'s -*^d so Flaherty, sits and watches,
hoping .to:catchja grlimpse "ofsthis good
omen of:the raii. and .ponda'rlni mean-
while, upon the tale*

1

of"..Qulnai and otli-
'er.true:hearted and:horny handed rail-
roadmen, fromBilly'Crawford.jwhomet. the *hl.n« la»t week,;to "Andy'Ames

'
of

the f Santa Fe, whose •xperienc*
-
oc-

curred "in '83. . ~.:\:- . v_ -' .-•' \u25a0'\u25a0'-"

WTien jQuinn Sawjlt
Quinn had \u25a0 the night; run from-Reno

west jover,; the "Sierras— 300 miles of
heavy grades, sharp curves and:creak-'
ing trestles, with deep *~

and : rocky
gorges uponJthet one hand and frown-
lng*;cragsAupon the other. He -was a
bluff,' two: fiated* man' with a" sort^bf.
calm,

''
sbod :=humored', independence,

which was the bane :of,train| dispatch-
ers and 'division/superintendents/- fHe

-was. afraid: of,nothing, not even. of-au-;\
• thority, but.he was a good engineer.
!and jrhe.usually *pulledhNoi 7 into the
: at^Oaklahd 'mole'so/ nearly.' on^:
.\u25a0time'>that-his^ittleyflufrie3'of:jndeperii-
ident rctbrt,. were overlooked. -\u25a0 If:was
• Quipn- who ans^red • the inquiry of;the £
>D.; y.;' "Wiiy.'ditj -you.; stop at Dutch :.. Flat^ for:water ?"' , with". the.curt ."wire:.
;'3ecause ";I ;'coulun't";,get ;if

'
without

stopping.". \u25a0-:It;will^be, seen that' Qulnn.-
was;not a \u25a0 sensitive tor dreamy -nature. '-

> Any phantom: seen by Quinn was!not a
imatterfor.'.question. ';-. "

\u25a0, \u25a0.
'

No".;7 was, lata that' night: .There had
*

been; a;freigntlwreck[at i^Gbld;Run; and
• the overland was held r for"two jhoufs';while

*
the -i.wrecking 4 crew \u25a0 cleaf ed .the ;

'
;rails. , When she pulledfilowly,between <
the ;. piled- "up

'
tangle of ;splinters^,and

"

scrap, iron
t
which' had been fasf freightC

>N0..56, Quinsi was 1n\ a; mood: to . force ;-'•
the big'compound 'engine to the llrnit.
She took; the ;sharp curves at :a speed

'
'
which rocked « the sleepers :in\ the PuilT
man berths and :_t'ore down

;th«"-grade« i
-

, with -every; ounce;! of-steam j"doing "its
,:best- to-force;her vthroughVthe ;remain- ;\u25a0.
ing"houra^of the run; atTthe

'
rate" of ''-'

a hundred; miles; to the'hour. \u25a0
'

Signal .lights were but: a quickHbiurii
:In the darknes»-^Quinh\was running. bn ;i

\u25a0-his ;•nerve ;and
-
the 'chance that .all;,w«is 1

well"ahead. As.N0.. 7 neared; Auburn <

she \u25a0 rounded ia •'_, sharp curve In a\d eep'^'i
/cut*,C*ndMinto'a Quinn'B 'Te'yes ]"
there' flashed the^ieniMftff^headlight of;

a locomotive-^on
'
the track.

" 1
.\u25a0',; _' Some^ men \u25a0* might.;have jumped

—
not;:

Qulnn. He tkr*w on ,;the'' air' and :

;-' It^cannot be j"dcnied that his
fheart failed;him find that ;he had -a
Quick' vision of 'a'yittie'flrV lighted

vslt-:v

slt-:
ting, room ; on Adeline street,

'
where >

Lucy and- the' kids .wore waiting- for
him.' \u25a0 Ttiero was little;time to ithink.•
Tho cab: rocked and swayed .with the ;
tremendous' speed, the. wheels screamed

\u25a0.withJ the .sudden setting of the brakes;
;:the;:'greaf. yellow;- head1ight/:;like an-
evil eye, bore* down upon him. He
clutched the sill of the :cab' window, 1
whispered 7a' word iof prayer and-4the f.
headlights niet.- There was a sensation*
as of .swiftly rushing air! and the

;phantom :locomotivorpassed; through \u25a0or [
over No. ,7, which came to \ a grinding

'

stop • with a shock which • threw \u25a0 the
*

frightened:passengers pell•
mell \out

"

of '\u25a0
.their Jberths',".- and -sent .^fthe conductor \
rushing, .with.his vtwinkling;lantern.^
to'seeVwliatihad-'gorie wrong. \.

;

:Qulhii1 climbed down :from ;';his,cab,
dazed and. solemn. --The.; white faced f
fireman {clung,.to"his • seat, unable toJ
itioye- or speak. \; -."Ther»'» somethlnsr

'
wrong ahead," said Quiiin, seising the v
lantern fromftheconductor'a hand. !/No/

::1':1 ': do.n'V no
w \u25a0T?T?h *t•it*Is."

';Just" Bensed \u25a0

;lt.-J I^guess.'; '.Touscome ,with \u25a0me \u25a0 and:
In- show^Vbu." '-') '':'/\u25a0 . \u25a0. '-\u25a0\u25a0".' :a

The vTrestle ;Was Gone
Together they walked rsonae hundred•yards'; orjmore; around 'the curve. The^

over;Hog\u25a0': gulct. waV^ gone-— ",
!washed ;out;by:'a "cloudburst \higher (up \u25a0

\u25a0the ;Sierras, ;and which' hadVshown noL
sign: below. Quinh: wasrcom'plimoa ted '

bylthe^p. ;S.; S. on
"
his 'keen [sight ( and^.

quick. nerve: He said nothing about i
the ,phantom locomotive, .but '; the fire-

.man', who :had seen .it, too, was not ;-.;
so reticent. Quirin' aiways \u25a0lftugbed^a.t'i
the idea, '̂except when;hfe knew his man.
It'-wa3 Quinn : himself .who told they
story 'to 'Flaherty. v

-
Andy- Ames was a railroad

-
telegra-

pher at a. little -way station on the
Santa Fe, a mere water tank of a place,
but *; Andyr was :,young and ;\u25a0 ambitious
and '.was ,putting ,"by} three-quarters of
his salary tofurnish up a little home
for-Betty Williams and himself. :when
they,should marry in the fall. ;So Andy
plugged away.T not caring much .,that
the fbusy iseason }ofIfruit shipping ;sent
the Tfreights > along "so thick andIfast
that I-he r.hadn't 1the '\u25a0;, proper, amount

-
of

sleep. Andy. dreamed' of;Betty all day,
anyhow, ;so <: the

-
loss, of Bleep didn't

mean" so much to him as :it would ;to amore prosaic: youth. :, Not thaf.Andy
wasn't a! good operator— he was—none
better, on the, line:; T

But]one day Andy;got a bit muddledin;his orders. ;-';; ltrwasn't strange" un-
der the circumstances-f-he :had been onj
duty-for -"an unconscionable number of

'
flours,' his fnightirelief being ,down sick
%with a fever. M-- freight train- las on
the main \u25a0Hne^whllQ Ithe1 the.engine took on'
water.- and Andy;had come out of his
little offlcp to get.a breath of the cool

.night air:>:; He. lounged 'for a few mtn-.utes on:!a truck aml :.was just- dozing
:oft

'
wh>n;he. heard iaTshr ill,whistle ifrom

ithe east^and springing to his feet; fully
•awake, he "saw; the:great yellow head-
:llght-of;an approaching "train, its glare-
falling;full.upon, the "rails of. the. main*.!linef which - clicked 5 with,its

"
swift

"
ap- '

proach. .7 . : r .
,rAmes _ says -he -knew J. there wasn't

-knew that before he could
:run £to the" switch|andithrow the ap-

"
\u25a0proacrhing <train:: to- the

'
safety ;of• the

siding
-
.&\u25a0 -horrible -collision must Inev-'

stably occur. '.;Yet he felt so irresistibly'
impelled toimake: the attempt, futile
thoughheSknewit to'be, that ha ran:wildly.up K,theNtrack, yelling-ito \u25a0 the
freight

*crew,7 to save , themselves, and
.while he.* was istill

-
50,: yards .from" the \

switch :.-• was .; hbrrlfled'".'. to '-'see Vthetap-"
!proaching .• locomotive

"
plunge \u25a0 headon"

into.thevwaitingUreight
-

;.ViTo';his ;"\u25a0: unspeakable ',wonder ,
-
thera

was]no;crash of;rending -metal, no hiss \u25a0

Io^jescaping jsteam,' no 'shrieks
'
of • dyingimen. "rInstead.S the:speeding, locomotive

seemed
'

to swallow, ;to;engulf.!
-
t the"

.freight; ;to y-:pass;; lika ;a luminous ;

shadow 'along? thejrails, .meeting, pass-ilng.\harmles3ty;and'in- silence,- the op-
posing Urain." It,was ltha"phantom lo-!coniotlve.";- --V
iy'Ames had:often heard of and always
\u25a0ridiculed s this {beneficent monster.' :this
good' omen Tof !supcrannuated \railroad-
men. -BBurt r he knew now, that this im-
possible-thing :was .true—knew, ;"too,

\u25a0thatv there r. was" fsbmc * hidden ;meaning
.inIits abrupt \appearance.

'

He vdid not
stopttVquestion.iSmi lmpelled'by someintangible ;»- yet:imperative :force, -he
:rushed t:forward ;to .'\u25a0 the 'switch 'andswung. ittopen, ;just in time* to let a

"
special, ftWhich'-theibUndingjllght of,the-
phantom \had; prevented \ him from see-inff.;rush flanging to;the safety of the

HiFive [thundred souls were, saved 'from 1the!awful5horrors Tof fa;railroad iwreck *
by: this: beneficent monster, ;which^ was .

Invisible to all but Ames. Ha, 'poor
felJow, was roundly reprimanded for
not giving the special the right of way
and side trucking the freight according-
to orders. He took his medicine quiet-
ly—it would have meant discharge Ithe had not been a good, fellow, whomthe freight crew liked, and shielded by
keeping quiet about the closeness of
the call. You see, they all knew howlong Andy had kept awake, and all,
about Betty "Williams

—
matters of no

moment/ of course, to men who sat in
offices and "issued orders."' But not even
to these stanch friends, tho train crew,
did Andy tell of the phantom locomo-"
;tivc

—
he wa^ :young 'and< afraid of. he-ing laughed at. When he'grew older

and wiser,he confided it to Flaherty
who;was at that timp the star engi-
neer, of;the Q. K. D.: Flaherty did not'

:BillyCrawford Sees It
"It;was ;only last wejek that Billy'

Crawford fsaw the .phantom locomotive .'
—and It'wasnot a thousand miles fromVlsitacion,- where it is -the hope of

.Flaherty and others who know, that It
will;stay for;a week or two ,a,t least.

-
Billy Crawford !is a young man— Just
about the age of that young Ames who \was saved, by "the phantom engine, way
'back ln\'B3.froma;llfe long memory of
horror. But Billy\is more talkative
than Ames—and; moreover, he was In;no /danger of if the truth
became known." So his particular ad-
venture was a good deal talked about;
and the story even spread beyond thelimits;of .the railroad fraternity, -and.gave, indeed;- tho real '.impulse which

•resulted. invth!s article. >
Blllyjlias"the ,run between San Fran-

cisco and -Santa Cruz. :Down on the 1

ipeninsula, not many miles out :of
"
the
'

city, there is a long level stretch oftrack, which is as straight as the com-
t
pany rules. .Billy was^on- time, thenight,, was clear. v everything going
along like clockwork; Billyhad a-date
\u25a0that night;with a "couple of fellowsjust, out. from the east, and 'ho. wasgoingjto.show them,; thefdiffcrence be-
tween wide;open. Frisco and that littleVermont hamlet they called a city Hewas r.planning a few "audacious" stunts ,
as a climax:; to,the evening's fun. whenhe /aware of aEstrange light

*

.on ;the Mother: track.';coming, not fromthe road in front ofnum.* but from be-hind. "' - • \u25a0

V Crawford;threw a quick glance over \u25a0his shoulder and 'made -a remark not •
to be found in•

the t.printed.rules &n«i iregulations. The -light'camel front flocomotive which was tearin* a£ n

*
behind

*him, on .the.parallel"tUSSn

locomotive which..contrary to aU rail-
road rhyme or reason, was runnln?inbound on the outbound track. Bttly
and the fireman both saw ft andturned. pale. Itwas so altogethar outof the san«. horizon of their expert«no«.,It was almost as'lf the force of gravity
were -suddenly reversed. But Itwasthere, sure enough, and drawlnsc stead-ilynearer. Already the headlight wasabreast of the rear coach of Crawford'strain. -It crept silently—silently. th«r«was the terror of it—on and on. *aln-ln?r^^lnirTSr

- -"ntll
'

at last lt C"nedbeside th«»m. neck and neck.. Suddenly it came over Crawford thatthere was no locomotive of honest ironand steel.. It was diaphanous. w«~S2 '*?£* th
~

uSb-lt and beyond." «3.catch the quick shadow of the tal»-sraph poles. a, they hurried by—dich.toc^the gleam of passing lishtsTThrhtthroueh the bulk of its ImS^SfiAnd. ;morcover. there was no onVtathe cab— neither, fireman nor'en«lneSto guide its headlong flight. Itwas thlphantom locomotlve7
°

Auto on' the Track
Crawford was not long in comlnr \u2666«

B^feur ha.l- seen two WdlWhT? h
a.Uf*

down -upon them, but^ with 1nil**11*5
membrane, of a .little dinner ut Thour or so before he Z n^tprised to find them dwindle SSuch Is. the story-in some of Usmany *

variations— c-f the nhantom iJ«motive, whose :vlslu
desired at the new roundhouse at XStadon.ana on the tracka of the

'
Bay

Shore ;cutoff. rhere its. presence fo^a 'so^d luck!"0 W
°Uld \u25a0\u25a0«"*»«*««*ly bring

WILL THEPHANTOM LOCOMOTIVEVISITVISITACION


