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ing with ber as if the center of gravity
gone wad, and the tea commandments
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get lost. That recellection ix probably the only

secret of a virtnously coloriess existence, but she
hides it, like a treasure or z crime, until she is
ep old snd widowed woman: and one day, at
Jast, she tells her grownup granddaughbter, with
a farawey smile, thet there was ouce a mwan
whose eyes and voice stirred ber oagly. and
gor wiom sbe might have quite lost her bead
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One is left “up in the air” about so
many things in the book—one thing in
particular, what was the “charity” or
“husiness” for which Lady Maud re-
quired such tremendous sums of
money?

The story really has much more to
du \\l?“ Van Torp than with Margaret

one is infinitely more interested
in his career. Margaret is diszap-
pointing; she never does the sensible

thing and finally she ends by choosing
the least eligible, the least interesting

and least possible of husbands We
should rather have had her take 13
of the other men. It is a very irritat
ing book.
-
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“Princess Nadine
By Chr! Iteid of
the F i ete, 1 by
naw's Sons, New York. Psice $1.50
This gay little tale opens in Nice at
b annual carnival and “battle of
f‘->\\r<v< ' At once ent ¥ heroine.
She is scashell of wi
lined with the same flowers n
deeping shades of pink,” and she is
compared in her

¥ 1o Aphrodite

herself. She

is as

{whatever that may mean),

definitely she has o “flawless skin

1 satin and white as snow.”

glitter Z m ‘.sv s of golden hair.”
“sapphire « and the ‘ex

« ves of her ceful form,” zil :
a ravishing pleture. Then enters the
hero leighton. There i5 no ut

this tale
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He irries i

the crown it tos

is case a marriage is almost
?""'\zu‘ between Princeess Nad . who
has tons of money and titles and castles

burn, but who
and. Califernian at
seren~ highness Prince
Altenberg.
has been prom
abla if he marri
then Russia wi
ally gain more in-
kan states. It's all
but quite definite enough
fiction. However,
and with the same
audacity which ha® made him virtually
dictator of something or other in Cen-
tral America, he lays siege to the
Princess Nadine. The princess becomes
involved by zccident in a revolutionary
plot, in shielding her cousin, Count
Alexis Zorokoff, and another cousin, a
Clare Hazleton, creates trouble too.
By the way, it will offend good Cali-
forniang to find Clare such a nasty pig
girl, so dishonorable and mercen-
for she is given l.ogs Angeles as n
place. She is a horrid girl,
unnecessarily horrid it would
All the characters in the book
are interesting: some of them show
more study than is usually found in so
light a work.

“Bahama Bill”
By T.
Jammers,’

& Co.,

Ir T. Jenkins Hains needed any
word to convinee the people that
he is a master at sea tales, this book
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would bring it unanimously from all
the critics. The writer of sea tales
writes for a limited audience, but a

eritical one, and this book will demand
a place with the best.

Bahama Bill is a huge Yiorida
by trade. The book in
16 chapters, each on a complete epi-
and each telling of some great
or coprage done by
One feels acquainted
Mr. Hains has
them to’ the
but as real

The humor
sallor folk is contagious; not
English sea tales, but
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The book is filled with action and

will be read with the keenest pleasure
by all who love strange tales of the
sea.
is a splendid piece of work. 1t is rather

From a literary point of view it

unusual to find fine literary ability
in hand with appreciation of
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“uy 2sbasn?
‘The Sisters
By Mrs.

MeCh

N Pear mer appears to be a
new aspir: iiterary honors, and
if th be her gt bhook it is a re-
markable { work. [Its is
emooth a ful and the iz
handled v 1 and taste. un-
fair to the ¢ e to try 1o give 2 re-
sume of Xlx ry, for the plot, in bar-
est outline, ig almost offensive and the
story, in reading, is not offensive at all.

A certain nuch to be deplorsd con-
dition in socicty is taken as the theme
around which the tala is built. S
Ravmand Templeton has In hisz vouth
a linison with 2 most degenersgte
creature Rosalie de Winton., Their
child Rose de Winton, I8 about
vears old when r Raymond breaks
with her and marries & woman in s
own sphere and is very happy. Fle
makes an allowance to the woman to
take care of the child and his con-
=cience is quite clean. A daughtdr is
born to the Templetons and they are
supremely happy. So mueh for the

prologue.

When the real story
pleton is 19. She has
most carefully by her
shielded her from
miserable; but in

openz Ruth Tem-
been brought up
mother, who has
everything ‘bad or
no sense is she an
ignorant prude. Her mother adored
her husband, Sir Raymond, but grad-
ually as the years have gone by she
has been disillusioned. She has not
learned of his “affair” before their mar-
riage, but¥she sees him as ha really
is, supremely. selfish and selfishly
righteous. Consequently shie and her
daughter have grown to bhe more and
more to cach other every day.

The estate is entoiled in the male
line so that on Eir Ravmond's death it
will go to a nephew, Hugh Templeton.

What more fitting. arrangement than
that Hugh and Ruth should marry!
Hugh has never seen Ruth. for her

mothier has an unexpiainable dislike for
Hugh and has never asked him to visit
them. Jn the meantime Hugh is in
Cornwall keeping house in a pretty 1it-
tle seaside cottage with Rose de Win-
ton.

Rosalie de Winton's salon is typical
of its kind, and the author graphically
describes the miscellaneous character
of the gatherings where these who met
for the first time under her hospitablée
roof stared at each other curiously
with a “and what the devil sortxol a
rascal may you be” expression.

Hugh Templeton had someliow or
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othes found his way to thig house and

shadow is un © He mes @
th» heauty and ignrnorance of RNosalle French Catt irl,  Denis> Ali L5
appealed to him.  8She had fallen des- and falls iu v in love with
perately in love with him, go with no her hrother i3 n priest and objeets 10
hesitation she went off with him to the ina ge oh the ground of a dif-
Cornwall, he was moere unmoral than ¢4 religiyin. WAlstrom, however,
Immoral and made no excuszes for hep t igd of % joing the
conduct. Catholle ch “ more and
Hugh leaves Rese to go to vigit his Mmore fa earnest in n'u; ). He
cousin, Ituth, = Ruth has hn en inter- confesses to his. wife's brother, the
ested in a DLr. Robert ing, but priest, and {s miserable. for he feels
soun iz iorced almost agair her will that he should go lack to w Yor
to encourage Hugh, ller ry evident and atone for his youtuiful crime.
raluctanee nnisies him and he {s an a&dored Denise dies Lefere t y ave
ardent and successful laver. 1 yvear of margled bldss and he is
goes Mo viait an -,H friend in indeed.
wall and Tate malkes her ncquaintad v st «1d an
Rose and al: the fGrst discov- Nle.  She ig a fine type of Americ
ery -is that "“her’ i 12!t I8 Rosz's ! Sy, Wan 2 mind a8 woll polsed as b
band.” -Ail thfs is -only half of @ verfectly healihy boédy She demands
very exciting and melodramatic novel, [rom him full confession ¢f his past
The rest of the Leok straightens out all life and !ier advice, toxether with the
: threads, thcugh it ig not Cathelic priest’'s teaching and wrging,
4 : without tragedy and S8ids him back to New York to pay
hedrtace h. 1t is tuch too complieated the penaity of his troubles, which aré
o situation to unravel without the not so fearful after ail. The interest-
asslstancs of tragedy, but one is al- Ing part of this nove!l is the religious
1nosi contented in tue end. Capiieus 8lde of ft. It is the story itsecif which
criticism might claim that the gtory 8 dull and which “peters” out Into the
verges on tire coarse, but considering MOSt  tiresome prosiness. With so

coarseness & han-
It 13 an interest-
fine moral.
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inz story and points a
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Quickened
Dy Annn (‘mp‘n Ray. author of *““Ackroyd of

the Faculty,” ete. Tublished by Little,
Brown & Co., Boston. Price $1.50.

Anna Chapin Ray does not improve

in her work. Her last few Dbooks
show no Progress. In this tale,
as in the 1ast one, the interest
ig 1b#t less than half way through
it, and try ns one will it ean-

not be recovered. The scene of this
tale is in Quebec, a part of the coun-
try which Miss Ray knows well, and
ovidentlys loves, for her hest work is
done in description of this locality. The
opening of the book is so superiative-
¥ mgood that disappointment at the
development of the story is corre-
spondingly great. A description of a
pilgrimage to St, Anne de Beaupre,
“Our Lady of the Miracles,” is as fine
as anything ‘in recent fiction. One
can feel the sublime faith of the mul-
titude and see and almost take part
in the impressive procession of de-
votées, ‘Thorne Alstrom, the hero, i8
more a character study than a living,
breathing personality. e joins the
devotees when it is delicately  sug-

gested that he is a fugitive. No men-
tion is mtd_e‘ of wcem but its

mueh that is good about it, the lapses
are little short of pitiful.
2

“The Forbidden Road”

By Maria Albanesi, author of “The Brown
Fyes of Mary." *“lhe 20ung Man From the
Countrg.” ete.  Pohlish=¢ by Cupples &
Leon, New York. I'rice 75 cents,

Mme. Albanesi is new to the Amer-
ican public, but has been popular with
¥nglish readers for several yea s
There is nothing Latin about her ex-
cept her name, and her story is thor-
oughly English.

The tale she telis in *The Forbid-
den Read” is frankly melodramatic,
but 1is rather cheaply told, which

makes it unconvincing,

On the paper wrapper of the book
besides the title and author’'s name one
finds an elaborate digest of the tale in
playbill form—a device which effectual-
1y destroys one's interest. Take, for in-
stance, the episode of the forgery. Itis
hinted at and the reader is just as
much puzzled as Camiila's friend is
to know what she dreads in Sir Sam-
uel. One does not discover that it is
a forgery until the book is nearly fin-
ished, but printing it on the cover
takes away all of the excitement of
reading ft.

Several books lately from this pubo
lishing house have hsd. this sort of -a
“cast of characters” on the paper

.wumr md it is a pracuee which

tions and additions and in its neyw dress
it is most attractive. The book ie
full of quotable passages and is a re-
markable study, but its greatest charm
Is its brevity and clearress, Bvery
statement is to the peint and the lan-
guage i3 so simple a child can under-
stand {t. It Is a work which deserves
to be universally read.

A “Source. BooX of Mediaeval His-
tory™ has been written by Frederic Aus-

tin Ogg, A. M., (The American book
company, New York) and it will be
foind a very valuable book. It s

intended to be used In connection w
the study of mediaeval histors N«
great discrimination has been shown
in the selection and arrangement of
these sources, so that they may hold
the interest of young students as well

as those In more advanced classes. The
index is very full

One woutld think that anything meore
about Andersonville prison ould be
superfinous, for the stery of its heor-
rors and its 13,000 graves has been
told again and again, but James Madi-
son Page In collaboration with M. T,
Haley has written what he ecalls \
True Story of Andersonville Prison.”
It is a defense of Major Henry Wirz,

who, In all previous his'ories, has been
blamed for everything and was in con-
cequence hanged 4! yeara ago. These
authors say he was a much maligned
man, and are able to prove by thelr
personal experience that he was net so
black as he was palnted.

Miss Anna Virginia has been an edu-
cator and worker in benevolent so-
cietles for years and now has written
& story for the children to whom so
much of her life has been devoted. It
is called “The Story Told by the Pins"
(Neale publishing company) and it is
a charming plece of work. It may be
called a pin blography and it is writ-
ten by a woman who understands the
need of the child heart. It i4 sure to
be recdived with enthusiasm. !

There have been many books of ad-
vice published during the last vear on
“How" to invest “money,” “capital™
“your savings,” ete., and now comes
“How to Invest Money,” by George
Garr Henry (Funk & Wagnalls com-
pany). Its alm is to present in clear
form the simple principles of invest-
ment and to afford the reader a work-
ing knowledge of various classes of
securities. The book is an outgrowth
of the writer's personal experience

as

an investment banker.

Gossip of Books and People Who Make Then
“Aunt Jane of Kentucky,” by Eliza

Caivert Hall, has been set in type for
the blind, and Helen Kellar is now en-

“joying the clever sketches of Kentucky
I life. The author has been asked to al-
1 low the Dbook to be translated unq
French.
. - L
4 Thomas Hardy has completed his
N.&Dﬂm WHAT Napoleonie drama, “The Dynasts” the
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ne criticised and condemned.
If they must tell the story. print a
limited number of explanations and
send them to the hurried book re-
viewer,
Anot
much
demned
lieve.

snouiq

er thing: this story is really
ter in spots than that con-
version would lead one to be-
Camilla is not so lovable and

8ir Sfamuel is not such a beast. On
the whole the tale of its kind is mueh
hetter than the average.  But it's a

very poor kind.

-—’-—-
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“The Yellow Face
By Fred M. White, anther “The Corner
House,'' ¢te.  Pyllithed by R, F. Veano &

Co.. New York. Piloe $1.

Fred M. White has redeemad himself.
His last few storiess have been very
poor—mystery stovies without a mys-
Rery and detective storles so obvious
that the rama was & misnomer. But
“The Yellow Face" is both. There is
mystery from the first page to the last
and detective work enougi to keep all
London busy for months.

This iz an English story of a strange
crime which absolutely baffles solution;
in fact, there are so many mysteries
around the principal characters that
the reader becomes tangled up and
nopelessly lost, The author himself has
a hard time getting out., and In his
haste at the last jumps over some of
the knots entirely, However, the tale
is good cf its kind and the most jaded
novel reader wiil find himself enter-
tained. It is a pity that Mr. White can
not write any better. The book has

absolutely no style whatever, and from"

that point of view is no improvement
over the auther's ecrlier weork.
—

New Books Briefy Noiel

“The MHuntsman of the South.” by
Alexander Hunter (Neale publishing
company, New York). Is 2 very alpha-
bet of hunting. The author has been
the teacher of some of the great hunts-
men of this country and in this book
he draws from all his varied experience
to make his book instruclive and en-
tertaining. It is a boy's book and a
huntsman’s book; it will inform the
youth's ignorance and enrich the
sportsman’'s expeérience. It is well
written and is the sort of beook which
no hunter should be without. g

“The Next Step in Evolution,” by
Isaac K. Funk, D, D, L. D, (Funk
& Wagnalis) has gone into its fourth
edition. The author has written a
new preface and made many correc-

firat part of which was published four
years ago. An idea of the magnitude
of the work may be gained from the
statement that there are 19 acts and

130 scenes,

- - -

William Dean Howells has been so-
journing at Rome in a house in the Via
Veneto, just below Queen Margharita's
palace. Recently he left for Genoa,
bound thence for Gibraltar and Alge-
ciras, and writing en route several de-
scériptive articles which have been ap-
pearing In a New York newspaper. The
previous visit of Mr. Howells to Rome
was made 44 years ago. It is expected
that one result of the present visit will
be a novel which will have its setting
in modern Ro~m-

= *

Mrs. Esther C. Cunter, whose effort
to continue the publishing business es-
tablished by her husband, the late
Archibald C. Gunter, resulted disas-
trously, has been forced into bank-
ruptcy. Among her assets she men-
tions some real estate in Solano county.

. . L

Maurice Hewleit has left his Eng-
land and his favorite Italy In his lat-
est excursidns into the fdelds of fiction
and chosen Spain for the scenes of his
romance. The story, besides being an
excellent picture of certain phases of
Spanish life, is an absorbhing one, full
of dramatie interest and of that roman-
tic flavor peculiar to most of Mr. Hew-
lett’'s work.

o - -
It is a eurious fact that om bdoth
sides of the Atlantic the ecritics of

Margaret Westrup's
Greater Miscirief,” have belleved the
writer to be an American, and pro-
nounced the humor of the story, whieh
is Might and whimsical, to be true
American humor. But the author is
not an American and has never been
in America.

new novel, “the

* . »
Christian Reid's latest
Princess Naline,” Is to
by Viete® Mapes, and
later be produced by Belasco. Chris-
tian Reld is Mrs. F. F. Tierman of
North Carolina and the author of &
number of popular nove's,
- - -

story. “The
be dramatized
will sooner or

“Never Say Die” is the title
novel which the Russian Grand
Michael has Iately completed.
London Bookman says that the
is likely to create oonsldernblc
sation.

of ‘'a

Duke
The
book
sen-

. - -

That wise and winsome “Blizabeth, ™
whose ‘uvarden” will remam a happy
possession of the worid, has apparent-
Iy ceased to hide her name. The bhook
is now formally mentioned as by the
Countess von Arnim.

- . -

The Outing publishing company has

extended the time limit for the receipt

of MS8 in their $1000 first novel
competition to August 1, 1908,
[ter
Books Receive1
“The Heart of the Singer." by Fred Whitney,

Stanford University. Press, Palo Alto.
“Stories of the Struggle,”” by
chemy, Charles H. Kerr & Co.. (
““The Common Sense of S
Splrlo Charles H. Kerr & Co., x. -1.‘-'
“Addresses and Letters of Travel of Stephen
G. Nye." by Mrs. 8. 6. Nye, tie Stanley-lagloe
company, San Francisco.
“Castles and Keeps of Seco
R«)‘raprh- L. C. Page & Co.,
“‘Jack Lorimer's Champions.’
ish. L. €. Page & Bosto
“Mystery Isinnd.” by tdw
Pare & Co.. Bosion,

*is Win-
TO.

h i

" by John

by Frank

sT0M.
by Winn Stamb

! M. Hurst, L.

“The Doctor': Little ¢ by Marion A, Tag-
gart, L. €. Page & Co.. -
“Litidle Whits Indians.” by Fannie E. Ostran.
der. L. €. Page & ('3, Eoston.
“Our Littie Alasgan Coustn,” by Mary F.
\.mn Roulet, L. C. Page & Co.. Boston. »
“The \\nek of the Ucesn Queen.” hy James

L I.nn'm

Toston.
2 Jukns'lun. L. G

F. M. Fox, L. O
lmmm L kes' by W. D, McCrackan, Lo
» & Co.. Leston.

vincess.”” by Helen E. Haskell, L. €.

Paxc & Uo.. Bosrom.
“Lite Beacon Blographles., Edesr Allan Poe,™
by Jolin Macy Small, Maynard & Co., Bosten.
“Poews,”” by Ruhert Underwood Johnson, The

Cen!uu' company. New York.

- LU
Page & €o., Besron.

*““The Country Christmes,” by
& Cr,. Reston.

Adventures of rles Edward," by
S R
[ venger,'" E. Phillips




