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“WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO ABOUT IT?” ASK
THE GOUGING PUBLIC SERVICE CORPORATIONS

Francisco’s lic service corporations are

ng the people of this city, “What are you going to do

he question is put with an air of insolent assur-

> people won't do anything about it, because they

c eir turn, the people are asking their official lawyer, the
unty attorney, “What are YOU going to do about it?”

s not much comfort {or the people in the city attorney’s reply.

hree corporations are: The United Railroads, which, by

S bsurd and palpably illegal fiction, seeks to force the
give it for nothing a very important privilege which it over-

when it was looting the public of trolley franchises through

s of the Schmitz boodle board; the gas company, which, |

aving enjoit city from enforcing the rate duly fixed by the|
sors, proceeds, pendente lite, to make new rates of its own, |

g a function which belongs absolutely to the municipal |

gislative ly; the water company, which, having enjoined the
fr reing the rate made by the supervisors, is boosting |

ted to its helpless consumers;,
themgthat its present collections' from them are
ment, and that it hopes to be ahle to squeeze them

o
iittie iater

S

on,

e corporations, the United Railroads and the gas
before the public accused by indictment of bribit

tand ng
ints against the public interest.

Two of these corpora-
npany and the gas company, are squeezing the
seeking to squeeze it still harder, through the agency
using for that purpose the It
which quit boodling
1alf dozen years ago; the gas company
was caught, and then followed the water

Water "coi

ts

process of injunction.
process with the water company,
s ing 2 1

E & 1

ny's safer plan.
as company’s manifestly illegal rate making is done under
of $150,000 guaranteetng that it will pay

favor of t

he consumers that may come from
junction case. The bond and the guarantee are

worthless. The gas company admits as much when it announces
' irge consumers will be charged lower rates than small con-
~~~~~~ s, these lower rates going as low as 10 cents a thousand feet
s8 1 the 85 cent rate, which is tied up by the temporary injunc-

average citizen must pay $1 a thousand, and the com-
to ge him $1.23. If the supervisors’ rate is upheld

leral courts the

2 4%

5
m to sue it

le consumer will get a polite invitati
back his few dollars of overcharge.

orney has done nothing t
- 1

Hng , 1

ati
4ail

o stop the gas company’s

ing to do. He confesses that his office is unprepared.

1 y attorney has done nothing toward destroying the
by which the United Railroads is whipping Sutter
ther property owners into line to support its grab for

ibsolute monopoly of lower Market street. He says he has not
been asked to do anything, and maybe he is correct, but The Call,

the people, asks him now at least to find out what

e
i<

are looking at the increased figures and the insolent
nk notifications on their gas and water bills, They are beginning
see the brazen and brutal infamy of the Sutter street trolley grab.
ret 1 they will demand a better answer from the city attorney,

11

-
b

by doing something about it.

INFRINGES GENERAL STONE'S PATENT

AR be it from The Call to discourage the longings that find
expression in the demand for direct primaries as the best
1s of bringing government closer to the people, but when
a cheap bunko game is worked by conjuring with the name
not the thing it becomes a duty to lift the cover under which
le rigger operates. We believe that General Stone is
to the dubious credit of having invented this form of
political thimble rigging by which the heedless were persuaded
that the advantages and privileges of the direct primary were
placed at their service. We helieve that General Stone did hold
a primary that he described as “direct,” but an indifferent public
did not take much stock in the results, which were mostly private
and confidential to General Stone.

Now it is with a sense of poignant disappointment that we find
Mr. Hearst copying the rather transparent methods of General
Stone’s private primary. Mr. Hearst has called upon his 176
trusty followers in San Francisco to take part in a sort of political
picnic that he describes as “a direct primary.” As guarantee of
good faith he announces that the ballots of the faithful 176 will
be deposited in “a locked postoffice box,” an assurance that might
be more encouraging if the key to the box were not held in hands
appointed by Mr. Hearst’s proprietary organization. It seems
hardly fair to steal General Stone’s flim flam -politics, and, indeed,
it scarcely seems worth stealing, but when this silly trick is held
up by Mr. Hearst as a patriotic departure from the practice of
“the party bosses” the argument should be enough to impel Gen-
eral Stone to uproarious hilarity. Mr. Hearst's plan for a con-
fidential primary was first used to promote Mr. Herrin's purposes.
The confidential primary is an instrument 6n which the man who
holds the key can play any tune he pleases,

All this explanation is not important, perhaps, and finds its
only purpose in the common duty to expose a noisy humbug. Mr.
Hearst’s confidential primarv will not change the fate of nations,

. ' -

mes

and, like the gas com-|

big consumer will have no rebate coming |

1e says he can’t do anything—that there is noth-|

answer the fhree gouging public service corporations |
-2

™

The Middle West

il

o

and nobody cares very much what melody is plaved. We already |% i‘
rave Mr. Hearst’s political measure in California, and the language ’ Answers fo Quenes ;
of Tammany, speaking from the facile mouth of Grady, tells us|a : &
that he is “not two spot high” in New York. We might have| scHoOLS—Subscriber, San Mateo,
suspected as much. Cal. How may a new school be es-
€% : : 3 tablished in a section of a county

If it really made any difference to the independence league e R B e ST

whether school keeps or not it might be disheartening to find the|
|star performer sulking. Mr. Hearst has gone afishing and will not;
|let his light shine before the convention of his party in Oakland. |
In his absence how can the battle go on? How sharper than a,

\ . B
| serpent’s tooth it is to have a thankless father!
I

|
|
!
)

OCEAN CARRYING TRADE EAST AND WEST

i EW YORK, like San Francisco, is threatened with a loss of
| ocean carrying trade, due, it is charged in both instances, to
‘ action of the railroads. Montreal is getting most of the
Atlantic grain shipping trade because rail rates from Buffalo
lare higher than the traffic will bear. San Francisco is threatened
| with a loss of oriental trade because the railroads do not want te
comply with the rule made by the interstate commerce commission

must publish in segregated form the several charges for
{land and ocean transportation. The result of this attitude of the
| railroads is likely to be that the bulk of eastern shipments to the
|orient will go by the Suez canal Peute. The railroads appear to be
{indifferent as to the future of this trade and declare that it is of
| little value to them. President Ripley of the Santa Fe is quoted:

‘ Oriental business hardly ever has been profitable except for the time
g the Russian-Japanese war, In ordinary times there is nothing in it
| for either the American steamship lines or for the railroads which have been
| carrying the freight in and’lout. I venture to say there is not a steamship
| company between the Pacific ports and the orient which is making operating
expenses except the concerns which are subsidized by the Japanese govern-
ment and possibly the Canadian Pacific lines, which, I believe, have sub-
stantial encouragement from the British government.

When the commission issues its order that the proportionate rates inland
should be published and that a three days’ notice should: be given in case of
any rate reductions, and 10 days’' notice in case of a raise, the railrcads felt
that the prize would not be worth the candle.

The railroad people contend that in order to do this business
at all they must be given a free hand absolutely, so that they can
meet the fluctuations of ocean competition at five minutes’ notice.
The argument is entitled to respectful consideration by congress.
I the rule 1% insisted on the alternative will be subsidies for ship-
{ ping unless we are prepared to see the American marine driven out of
business on the Pacific. :

[ World's Visible Supply of Coffee Is Steadily Diminishing

>

{that they

!

| E
| durin

tries: Central America, 1,600,000; Co-
lombia and Venezuel 950,000; Haiti,
850,000; other West Indies, 50,000; East
Indies and Java, 697,000; total other
countries than Bragzil, 3,697,000; grand
‘total, 15,197,000 bags.

Visible suppl* on June 30, 1808, 14,-
000,000 bafs. otal visible sup‘fb' an
June 30, 1908, and estimated production

The past, present_and future of cof-
fee was discussed in a Rio de Janelro
publication recently, from which the
following statistics are taken:

Let us see what the elements are
that will go to form crops during the

next quadrennium, 19809-1912, and the|for the vear ended June 30, 1908,
verage annual crop that may be| 29,197,000 bags, less the consumption

Sod Hor for the fiscal year 1909—17,197,000 gaga
looked for. —which leaves the visible supply at

Since 1902 no more coffee trees have
been planted in Sao Paulo, and as it
takes four to six years for coffee to
bear, the only possible element of pro-
duection are the trees already in ex-
istence, all or almest all of which are
}Sn bearing at present. The last trees
planted will be at their best and in

the close of the year 1908, 12,000,000

ags.
By 1915 eonsumptlon, at the rate of
Increase of 400,000 bags per annum,
the average of the last 20 years, should
reach 20,000,000 bar g‘er
whereas production, in the
hypothesis. wiil not exceed 17.000,000,
and the visible supply will have dis-
vpeared entlrely.

as of the intensive cultivation lately
followed, will also reach its climax dur-
ing this period. Under such circum-
stances it seems reasonable to suppose
that the annual average production
during the next four years, 1809-1812,
will be the same as for the previous
qua.dr'ennlum, plus 5 per cent increase
from freshly bearing trees, or, in all,
about 10,000,000 bags per annum.
Twenty years age consumption was

The total trade of Australia m 1907
reached the record amount of $607,249-,
710, The imports were $252,465,119; ex-
ports, $854.7g4,591. Compared with the
previous year the imports show an in-
erease of $84,788,978, and the exports of
$15,405,766,

The increass in Imports has been

ad over neariy all the leading de-
partments of busiress. Apparel and
dry goods show an increase of $8,274,-

437 over 1908,

full bearing in the course of the cur-|.g “q

rent quadrennium, while the influence 1

of replanting exhausted areas, as well _l'_ commem of A“Stra“a > .'
£

between 9,000,000 and 10,000,000 bags;
ten years later it had risen to 13,000,-
'000, and this year is generally esti-
mated at 17,250,000 bags.

At this rate, at the close of the cur-
rent quadrennium in 1912, consump-
tion should reach 19,000,000 bags, es-

ecially if the official pro: nda
ghould be as effective as is ‘;xpp:o&

bags. Next year's production is esti-
mated by the well info Duteh

brokers as follows ':“
Brazil: Santos, 8,250,000; Rio, 2,750,-
000; Victoria, 300,000; | 200,000;
Other obun-"

total, Brazil, 11,500,

e

The visible suf{l{ of the world on
June 30, 1908, will be about 1—4.000,000_

Metal goods have in-
creased considerably, the total under
the six headings of galvanized iron,
bars, rod, etc., pig iron etc., tin plates,
metal manufactures, and tools of trade,
being $36,088,661, against $28,615,560,
‘an increase of iv,ns,ux. Machinery
imports for 1807 were $15,398,078,|
against $11,255380. Of the exports
wool shows the very large increase of
$30,396,456 over 1996, and larger exports
of coal, horses, copper, fruits, lead,
meats, silver, hides and sheep-
Wa'. and eres have been mado,
aQ

v $

5, ¥

while
Dot "
$1,044,3

Bertyry “;;3-’1 Hoe o |

away fromi where a number of children
live?

The school law says that ‘“No new
school district shall bhe established at
any other time than between the 1st
of October and the 10th of February,
nor at any time unless the parents or
guardians of at least 15 census chil-
dren, residents of such proposed new
district, and residing at a greater dis-
tance than two miles, by a traveled
road, from a public school in the dis-
trict In which said parents or guar-
dians reside, present a petition to the
superintendent of schools, setting
forth the boundaries of the new district
asked for; provided, that the distance
of two miles may be dispensed with
if the petition is signed by the parents
or guardians of 50 or more census
children residents of a district con-

taining mere than 300 census children,”
L 2 -
HUNTING—S., Sunol, Cal. May a

man hunt game on his own property
in the state of California and can he
extend the courtesy to friends without
a license?

The law says: “Every person in the
state of California who hunts, pursues
or kills any of the wild birds or ani-
mals protected by the laws of this
state without first procuring a license
therefor, as provided in this act, is
guilty of a misdemeanor; provided that
the provisions of this act shall not ap-
ply to any person who on his own lands
hunts, pursues or kills any of the wild
birds or animals protected by the laws
of this state.” According to the law,
hunting on one’'s own premlses with-
out a license is a personal privilege.

- - -

TWO OLD wuJuTELS—P., O'N., High-
land Springs, Cal. Where was the old
What Cheeer house in San Francisco lo-
cated, also the old Niantic hotel?

The original What Cheer house,
opened by R. B. Woodward in 1852, was
on the south side of Sacramento street
between Montgomery and Leidesdorff.
In 1862 it was located in a building on
the southwest corner of the two streets
named. The Niantic hotel, which was
built just after the great May fire o
1851, on the burned hulk of the old
storeship Niantie, stood at the north-
west corner "of Clay and Sansome
streets.

- - .

PUZZLE—J. T., City. I have a puzzle

which I want to put on the market,

Which is the best way to protect it?|

If it should“happen that some cne else
had the same idea in some other state
and had it patented, would I be liable
in damages?

To protect your invention would be
to have it patented. If some one else
had the same puzzlie patented you would
be refused a patent. If, with- the
knowledge that some one else had a
similar puzzle, protected by a patent,
you should put a similar one before
the publie, you would be liable to
prosecution for infringement of patent.

- - -

HUNTING LICENSE—M. F., Olema,
Cal. Must the wife of .a man who has
been naturalized have to take out a
hunter’'s license if she wishes to hunt
in the state of California?

The fact that a woman is the wife
of a naturalized citizen does not ex-
empt her from the payment of a hunt-
er's license, if she wants to “hunt, pur-

s, sue and kill any of the wild birds and

animals that are protected by the laws
of the state.” "The law makes no ex-
ception as to sex. She must take out
a license at a cast of §1 if a resident of
the state.

- - - i

RECITATIONS—A Subsertber,
‘Where can I procure a copy of each
of the following recitations: “The
Face Upon the Barrcom Floor” and
“The Tiger Lily?’

These are to be found in books of
recitations obtainable from any first
quulsook lell.er lt. very small cost.

-

LAW SCHQOLS—E. R. 8, City. I
am desirous of studying law and want
to get information about the law
sehools or colleges in the state?

‘Write to the Uniyersity of Califernia
and to Leland Stanford university. Rach
will furnish you with a circular of
information.

City.

_FIVE HUNDRED—N., City. Where
an one obtain a rules that =
e the game “'iv:-h@umfg =

s

e
L

Autocrat of the Table

Dr. Weary Wiley threatens to make war on the
United States if he does not get his own way

. By Edward F. Cahill

3

R. HARVEY W. WILEY—weary \Vﬁley;anla.ounces that he.ha,
D “enlisted for the war” to defend pure food. He is the autocrat of _thc
breakfast table and the sole judge of what is pure. That, I think,
is not an unfair statement of his position because Dr. Wiley resents the
action of Roosevelt in appointing a commission Of. experts as a2 C°‘”"~ of
appeal from Wiley. Indeed he has been doing p.ohtxcs recently at a hole
and corner convention of food fadmongers in Michigan, thre he_ threatened
to tear the United States up by the roots if he was not given his Wa)’-“

We need not deny to Wiley the meed of high and useful ?Ccomp‘ff‘--
ment in fighting adulteration, while at the same time we recognize that the
man is an extremist and a fanatic. The ancient inquiry, “What '5""“14‘-"
was no harder to answer than the question, “What is. pure food?” Take
whisky—not as a drink} but as a basis of a'rgument. ?\o man has ever yet
succeeded in defining whisky. I am ready to bet a big red apple that the
supreme court of the United States cannot do it any better than they did
in defining the measure of value for a railroad and that deﬁm.non would
drive an assessor crazy. In England they have a pure f°'°d law like ours or
with like purpose, and not very long ago a London magistrate presumed to
convict a publican and a sinner of selling impure whisky. The judgment
almost caused a rebellion. Who was this upstart official who undcn.(?ok to
say so glibly what was whisky and what was not? The matter was of such
high concern that parliament took it up arfd appointed a royal commission
to define whisky. After six mosnths’ painful deliberation and.examxr}nmn
of witnesses the commissioners gave it up. Neither the constituent ingre.
dients nor the geography of whisky can they define. Listen to them:

If Scoteh whisky is to be whlsky‘ made in Scotland, then the name can havs
no meaning for the public, nor can science offer any means of determining
whether a given sample was made in Scotland or not. If Scotch whisky is to
be whisky of a particular character the diffieulty is equally great, because
no two Scotch whiskies are identical. It is, of course, the same with Irish
whisky.

The same perplexity attends the question on this side of the water,
There are nine and sixty ways of making whisky and the makers contend
that every blessed one of them is right. Then a geographical name is often
a trade mark. The learned Gudeman asks with scientific scorn, “Is it only in
Boston that we can get Boston baked beans?” Is not mest of the Scotch
whisky made in Peoria, I1L.2

Professor Gudeman, the eminent chemist already quoted, begs mercy for
the coal tar dye as a means for enhancing the joys of candy. Perhaps you
don’t know how your candy is painted red. Gudeman can tell you. Vanilly
extract is 61 per cent alcohol and stronger than the whisky of trade, although
it is not sold over the bar. Although a favorite disguisé for the Demon
Rum it is not therefore impure. Few people know that tomato catsup in 3
state of nature is more sray than red, and like strawberry soda water mostly
owes its commercial complexion ta coal tar. It is not therefore unwhole-
some because the dye is harmless, If you insist that the stuff is impure the
same objection would lie to the use of pepper and salt. All preservatives,
flavoring or coloring matter are foreign bodies and anything that contains
them is not pure food.

Having got so far we come to understand that the question is net,
What is pure food? but What is wholesome food? The little “pure food
law” is a ridiculous misnomer and the attempt to classify eatables and drink-
ables by any such test is impossible. There is no pure food but peanuts. Is
the cold storage egg pure food? :

The law says ingredients must not be “poisonous or deleterious to
health.” The pretended purity test is frankly abandoned and the debatabie
ground of medical and physiological science is occupied. But these are
largely questions of evidence on which as many doctors differ as there are
dcctors, and. this is the reason why Wiley's angry and obstreperous claim
to infallibility becomes offensive. I venture to say that when his rulings
come to be reviewed in court, as they necessarily must, a large proportion
of them will be upset. The only safety for the plain citizen is to.let the
lawyers devour the doctors. 2
B e e
seller can furnish the outline rules. to describe that form of government,
Generally, the rules that govern whist You can find a good account of it in
govern five hundred. the October number of MeClure's, veol-

. . . ume 27, 1906, which you can find in the
MRS. COLUMBUS—A. F. R, Oakland, free public library in Qakland.

Cal. Who was the wife of Christopher - - B

Columbus? NAVIES—C. P. L., City. Please pubs
His first wife was Dona Felipa, lish in the Query eoclumn the strength

daughter - of Bartolomeo Monis de of each of tlfe navies of the waorld,

Palestrello, an Italian eavalier who giving them conseecutively as they

was one eof the mest distinguished rank.

under Prince Henry of

navigators ;
His second wife was Dona

Portugal.
Beatriz.
- - »

BECOMES A CITIZEN—M. F,, Olema,
Cal. Does the wife of an alien who be-
comes a citizen of the United States

become a citizen alse?

The fact that the husband is natur-
alized makes a citizen of his wife and
his children if under age at the time.

- - -

BURROS—G. B. and E. D, City.
What do burros sell for in Plumas
county?

The price of burros in that county
are not listed in this city. Suggest
that you write to some paper in that
county.

A - -

FIVE HUNDRED—A. G., City. In
“five hundred” is it proper for a part-
ner to place a king (in a no trump
hand) .upon his partner’'s ace (having
other smaller cards) at any stage of
t.e game?

No.

- - -

SECOND COOK—F. K. City. What
are the duties of a second cook in‘'a
chophouse and a hotel?

Those that are assigned him by the
first cook. The duties vary in many
detajls in different places.

. L »

CRAWFORD—Sub., San Jose, Cal,
What is the sex of F. Marion Crawford,
the writer?

Male.

GALVESTON PLAN—E. B. W., Point
Richmand, Cal. What is the Galveston
plan of municipal government.

" This department has net the space

This department has not the space
to print the answer asked for. You
can find in the Werld Almanae, which
¥ou may consult at the Hayes streetg
public library, pages 296-7 and 668-71
an account of the class and number o
vessels, number of officers and men and
other details which will fully answes
your question.

- . -

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT—Subsecriber,
City. Can a person unader age be
punished by hanging for murder?

The law holds that an individual whe
has atfained the age of 14 is presumed
to know the difference between right
and wrong, and being able to under-
stand such difference is amenable for &
violation of the law.

SITKA-—A. T,, Santa Clara, Cal. What
is the geographical locatien of Sitka,
Alaska?

It is in north latitude 57 degrees 2
minutes 57 seconds and west longitude
135 degrees 17 minutes 45 seconds.

- . -

RALSTON'S DEATH-M. H. 8, City,
When did W. C. Ralston die?

He was drowned August 28, 1875, off
Black point, while swimming in the
bay, at 2:30 o'clock in the aftermoon.

- . -
SAVINGS SOCIETY—A Subscriber,
City. Who can inform me about the
Pacific Coast savings seciety that ex«
isted before the big fire?
The bank commissjoners.
» . -
ARIZONA—Subscriber, City. Whae
was the first governor of the territory
of Arizona?
John N. Goodwin, 1863-65.

Impertinent Question No. 65

For the next five answers
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$5 prise to Willlam Crichton, Samsalite.

u/prhatolln.

Look at Bryan! ;
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/" §1 prize to A. E. Rademaker, 160
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What D'o__!ou Hear?

For the most original or withest answer to this g
briefer the better—The Call will pay FIVE m

LAR EACH. Prize winning
Wednesday and checks mailed to the
your answer short and SEND IT ON A4 POSTAL

IMPERTINENT QUESTIONS,

‘W.Mmto“mmv-dw

Better talk than write what you have

Or you may see it next as “i:hibit £
Eddy Martin, P. O. box 112, Watsonville,
I love music and can not play the piano.

§1 prize to F. H. Buryeson, 46 East street, city.

81 prize to G. S. Gilbert. 120 Sutter street, city.
It kills time between drinks,

To show man’s superiority ‘over
§1 prize to W. J. Herkenbam, 430 Twelfth strest, Oakland.
» B

“machine.’

Call will pay ONE. DOL-
lnlwe.nwlnbeprlbd d next
winners at once. Make

THE CALL.
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