™ - - ™
AvIOn rowary
VA :
iy : >
¢
¢
A I
{ k
jul ftl
the « pro-
I
> -
ks f 1 -
vi ( I a state rary
;| oy It on Sixtes
! charge of Mis
was tol the
s to t
postag
T 1
{ ! for
sting
Wit
The Blind
YOI
ery
< for this
t it is
g . | but
1s -
&8 few m ! w o
a W ¥ g ] 3
¥ {
I £ Ir 2  to
3 \ A Satur " TN -
- r me, t ugh 1
Tell 1 t t S irday
1 Sur Tuesday o
3 rmoon veen 2 r ’
g I went up the steps : \ng
'
S 1an
w ne

entered a
furnish
desk

some

room, ‘a

ed with two

asSes, a
and
moments I was
Miss

ung smiled

with type-

chai

and
seated
told Young
it was a en-
mile—and then began to
of the founding of
books, some of the
work with the blind
those in San Fran-

my errand.

very

earnestly
the
the
her efforts

TATY,

ems in

with

The idea

lbrary

of a reading room and
for the sightless in the city

1S eived by Mrs
(now Mrs. And
as, 8 Lake
was through her effort
¢ zed A 0
were obta £ S
& rit g geners
rustees was organized, a room in the
at Fourth and
shed and a li-
as su-
er of volunt
'}

"he - library
annual

irely by

supporting - the

ends; and

were 334 books
w case of

ust been re-

r a iine enter-
on May 4,
i were to buy
i printing press that there “should
i more hooks for the blind reader
ind employment for the blind workers
he city. Then came the terrible
¢ uake and fire and the book
f iture, reports and private papers

destroyed

A New Beginning

In the dark months that followed the
fforts of the superintendent and the
oard of directors were largely con-
£ to visiting the blind to read to
m and to Tender any assistance. ‘As

of them lost their all, the board
directors generously helped them .in
gettin food, clothing and a new start
life After these needs were at-
tended to the trustees and superis d-
ent turned t r attention. to the pyoh-
] the library anew. it
discc task witl

books, papers, all gone,

rooms very scarce and rents high.
I'inally a room was seccured in the
parish house of St. Stephen’s church
at 864 Fulton street through the cour-
tesy of the Rev. Cecil Marrack, and
the new reading room was established
and formally opened October 25. There
were few equipments for the work,
but a start was made and headquarters
for the blind was established. That
meant a great deal and in the follow-
yvearp, nearly two dozen blind peo-
were read to in their homes and
some of (!\:1:1 were taught to read.
Some were taught at the reading roomr
and still others learned to use the type-
writer there. Gifts of books, maga-
zines and papers came -in slowly and
1¢ board itself was able to purchase
$200 worth of books, besides a type
writer and Braille machine. There
was also ‘the gift of 850 from- - Mrs.

IFrances Fearn, the agent pf the queen,

Carmen Sylva,” such a
blind in Roumania.
to go toward a piano

reading room. A Jegacy  of
from estate of John R.
Sprmg came at an opportune moment,
for the income of the library materially-
depreciated after the fire. The books,
of course, were limited in number, but
the state I'brary at Sacramento and
the libraries of Pennsylvania very
kindly sent books to distribute to the
blind readers in the city.  Very soon
the need of a room larger and better
equipped was felt, and on August 13
last it was possible to open the library
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that grow in the twinkling of an eye
n the s—that we can hardly ap-
preciate what it is to accumulate and
direct a library for the blind. When [
asked Miss Young how many books
there were in this library, I was amazed
to | there were only 250, And
then Young explained: “Books
for tiie blind are very expensive, ‘Mid-
dlemarch,” a recent publication in
raised print, costs $21, and the price
of ‘David Copperfield' .is $70.50.” The
ost of making these embossed books

very great, as each page  means
the sctting up of a brass plate, from
which the impression {is transferred.
Then there is no competition in the
production of books for ‘the. blind.
There is only one printing house in
the United States, the one at Louise
ville, Ky. However, there is a Howe

memorial press at the richly end\wed
Perkins school for the blind in Bos-
ton, and the students there are begin-
ning to print books. Miss Young
showed me “The Story of Eli"” from that
press, an inexpensive and well. printed
book, bound in brown pasteboard cov-
ers. Then she grew enthusiastic, as
she told of her great dream, the ful-
fillment of which the earthquake and
fire had spoiled, that there shall be a
printing press in connection with the
library in San Francisco, so that books

i s ».

.

'may be printed at the least. pogsihle

cost, the number of them lncreased Jand
employment given ' to the slghtless who *
need it,

I found the books: themaelveg full ot -
interest, and I wondered which of .the.
four kinds of print Marny would leoru
to read. Poor Mnrny, having to ‘finger
the letters across the page! But what
a blessing, if one's eyes .are gone, .to
read by the sense of toucg' Miss
Young showed me books _printed. lnlﬁ!e
American Braille point, wlth l‘s char-

The San

books in this San Francisco library are

in the American Braille; then comes
the New York point, then the Boston
line letter, and lastly the Moon print.

It is Miss Young's opinion that the
question which of the raised prints is

bést will never be decided, and it will
always be necessary to use the fou
kinds

Among « the 250 volume on the
shelves are Shakespeare's works. These
are extremely popular with the blind

wander over
the first

readers, and their fingers
them again and again, though
reading of any book by the blind is
most thorough. Their fingers do not
skip carelessly as qur eyes often do.
Miss Young also saild proudly that in
proportion to the numbers of readers
and the books there is @ greater de-
mand for the best literature in this
reading room for the blind than in the
public libraries. The works of Wash-
ington Irving and Robert Lounis Ste-
venson are great favorites, and almost
all the readers return to Dickens again
and again, “On Mutual Friend,” “The
Tale 'of Two Citie and “Little Nell”
being popular !'d\orltes It too bad
that many of the books in embossed
type are condensed. “Oliver Twist’
a mere outline And think of the «
appointment dnd.O\‘l to juvenile

ead-
ers with that well beloved “I le Men
and Women” in only tWo chapters, and
“An Old Fashioned Girl” the only one

of Louisa Alcott's works ¢omplete

for
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acteristic three dots long and two dots
wide; in the Boston line letter,” which
fs«very beautiful but very difficult to
read; in the New York point, with its
characteristic two dots long and three-
ots’ wide, much resembling the Amer-;
‘fean Braille; and finally in the Iamous
Moon print, lpvemcd by the benevolent
Dr. Moon for: the use of those who-
have been stricken with blindness in
later,life. I extlaimed over the beauty
of the Boaton line - letter, type, but
thought ‘as I closed my eyes and let

my ﬂngers outline some of the letters
- how hard it would-be .for me to learn
to read it. The greater number of

d v
blind boys and girls!
s

“The Viear of Wakeifleld,” Mr s
works, those of Aldrieh, Ric H ard-
ing Davis and Thaomas Nelson Page

sly, however,
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Magazines -are there, too,
blind, foremost amgng them
Zicgler magazine (in either the Ameri-
can Braille or New York point), that
famous magazine majpntained and pub-
lished by the noble Mrs. Willlam Zieg-
ler out of her private fortune and senf
to any blind person in America, Aus-
tralia, India and Canada for 10 cents a
year, that price being set upon it so as
to obtain postage rates. There re
also the Christian Record and the Daily
Mail in raised print,

Miss Young or some of the women
connected with the orgznization sup-
porting the library, who volunteer their
time -and services, read three after-
noons a week in the reading room from
2.o'clock until 4. Just now the average
attendance is about four, for many of
the blind cannot go to.the library, Dis-
tance, car fare and the fact that blinc-
ness so’ often is accompanied by an-
other affliction, such as paralysis or
deafness, mean that many of the blind-
must remain at home. Generally the
listeners who ceme in the afternoon are
men, and they are particularly inter-
ested In hearing articles read from the
Technical World, the Sclentific Ameri-
can and the Popular Meehanic. Many
of the blind are cager for substdntial
reading, but the number of such books
is. ltmited and the -majority of the
sightless. are poor-—the high priced,
embossed books are far heyond their
means.

‘Besiles reading to those who come
{0 hear Miss Young spends many hours
at: the reading roonf teaching those of
tihe $0 blind patrons who wish it to use
the aille machine, by which they can
take ‘down a letter in shorthand or any
abbréyiated form and then transfer it
to. -the typewriter. This has been
taught to many, as has the use of the
typewriter also. In connection with
the latter the touch system is used,
there being no raised letters on the
keys-and no need of any. Then there

for the
being the
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are many lessons given t0 those who
come in reading, and the pupils ars
eager to learn and very appreciative of
the teachers’ efforts. The social
not neglected in connection wi
reading room. The directors gi
annual reception to the blind, w
entertaining program, generally
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soon the It was in working order.
The first book was loaned June 13, 1905.
Today there' are 132 blind borrowers
scattered all the way from Siskiyou

county to San Diegeo.
ers

.\Ir\st of the read-
are very ambitious and are learning

several different systems in order to
have a greater variety of books to
read. To those who wish to learn a
new print the library sends, upon ap-
plieatio n alpt and a primer, and
be long as needed
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Collections of from 10 to 25 books
are loaned te any free reading room or
library in the state, provide ey ‘be
open to the public, and X press
charges are paid by the s library.

The San Francisco reading reom for'the
blind- has beéen a grateful borrower
from this “Books for the Blind Di.
viston.”

Thus logking for a little help for
our poor blind Marny, I found a splen-
did movement, carried on by a number
of our philanthropic women Iin San
Francisco, for the help of the afflicted
blind in their midst. This is a move-
ment bound to grew and one bound to
bring forth more good fruit in abun-
dance. And the siate library is helping
some of the bHad readers in San Fran-
cisco, too, as well as those all over the
state.

When I thanked Miss Young that
Saturday moruing for her generous gift

in

of time and ~interesting information
about ber work she said modestly, “Oh,

I don't talk about the work very well
I like to do it better.”

As for Marny, she has already mas-
tered the Moon system, and I shall take
her her first bodk from the reading
room for the blind next week.



