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POISON ENDS LIFE

OF E. RICHARDSON

Continued irom Page 17, Colomnu 7

votedly, but that she spurned his affec-
tion and treated him with coldness ap-
parent to all

And in seeming confirmation of Lhese
whispers there is the wife's letter.

Richardson failed to appear at his
place of business yvesterday and his ab-
sence, coupled with the suspicion of
Ralston. that his partner had carried
an implied threat of suicide into execu-
tion, prompted his partner to call at the
St. Xavier yesterday afternoon. Ral-
ston found the door of the apartment
locked. He summoned Bogue and his
employes, and after _a short consulta-
tion one of the bel’boys entered the
apartment through a transom opening
into the hall. When the bellboy opened
the door Ralston saw his associate dead
in bed, his lips afroth, a glass with
dregs of dissolved cyanide of potassium
on a chair close by, en a window seat
an opened can of the lethal poison.

In the room was no message telling
the cause for the deed—save one, and
that had not been meant to convey such
tidings. It was a torn up letter, heaped
in an upper bureau drawer. When the
coroner's deputy, who was summoned
at once, took the body away, he took
the letter, too. At the morgue its frag-
ments were pieced together. Those of
the envelope contained the address of
Mrs. Richardson's mother. Those of
the note read:

LETTER TELLS OF LEAVING
Thursday, Sept, 10.

Certainly the gods
don't smile on me. Whatever the re-
sults are, I Yam coming to you, and
what's more, I'm never coming back
here,

Not a word of this to any one, not

My Darling Poll:

even the sire. I've trled my best to
brave it out, but it's beyvond me. I
have not inform@i Erskine of my de-

tonight. 1 dread it
it has to be

parture, but shall
and am frightened, but
done. My plan is to write him the
truth when I get down there. You
wrote me such a sweet letter and I
fully realize I am fortunate in having
you. There are many complications
and I'm afraid you'll have to put up
with a god deal. Don't worry. I'll
wire you just before leaving.
GLADYS.

I love vyou,

Mrs. Richardson
writer. Of her,

letter's
husband,

was the
and of her

{ the proprietor and the employes of the

St. Xavier told last night. Their story
bore out the pathetic lines of the note.
LIVED IN HOUSE A YEAR

S. Bogue, proprietor of the St. Xayier,
said:

“Mr. and Mrs. Richardson have lived

in the house for about one year. He
was a man of decidedly serious de-
meanor. She is a beautiful woman.
During their residence here he went
daily to his business and she often
went out in the morning, remaining

away all day. But she always departed
after he did and she came back alone.

“Tonight we found Mr. Richardson
dead. We had noticed that he had not
disturbed the papers in front of his
door in the morning and we knew that
the afternoon before he had come to
his room, so we were a bit suspicious
when Mr. Ralston came to the house in
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We are showing some fine new pat-

the afternoon, fearful that sometiing

| might have happened to his partnex.

For he said Mr. -Richardson had nof
been at the works, although it was Sat-
urday, the day for paying off the men.

“After ringing at his door we forced
entrance to the room and found the
truth.

“Mr. Richardson had suffered from
heart trouble. A few days ago he went
to a life insurance company, but, I am
told, he was unable to get a policy be-
cause of this fact. Two days ago—
Thursday afternoon—Mrs. Richardson
left the house by herself. She did not
return until Friday morning at 10
o'clock or perhaps a half hour later.

“In the meantime Mr. Richardson had
come to their rooms Thursday evening.
Friday morning he got up and he came
down the elevator about 8 o’clock as
usual. He left the house; was gone
about a half hour. He returned; left
again; ,returned a second time, and
made & third departure. He did not
come back until the afternoon.

WIFE LEAVES HOUSE

“It was about a half hour or perhaps
an hour after Mr. Richardson’s final
departure that Mrs, Richardson entered.
A fashionably dressed woman was with
her. The two mere much excited. Mrs.
Richardson ordered her trunks brought
to her room, She packed them at
once. At about noon a third woman
called at the office and asked whether
Mr. Richardson were in, and whether
Mrs. Richardson were at home. The boy
told her that Mr. Richardson was out.
The woman who was very well dressed,
said that this being the case she would
g0 up to the rooms. She did so. And
early in the afternon the three women
left. I understand that Mrs. Richardson
went to Santa Barbara.

“At 4 o'clock Mr. Richardson came
back. He went to his room. He did
not appear after that alive.”

From employes of the house these
facts were gotten:

Mrs. Richardson seldom left the
house with her husband. It was a fact
commented upon by the servants. Once
or twice "when they did leave together
their marked difference’ of demeanor

A Little Bitters

for the stomach will be
of great benefit to any one,
when it is weak and unable
to do its work properly, thus

causing the blood to become
poor. - But be sure it is

OSTETTER’

CELEBRATED
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STOMAOH

Then you have the best and

purest that science can pro-
duce. For over 55 years

A homelike and comfort-
able hotel; superbly situ-
ated, magnificently ap-
pointed, perf y served.

Barbers’. union will hold important meeting in

tersi=, Hammersmith & Co. r st
Grant av., - o  lits beadquarters tomorrow night. Page 47
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attracted the attention of eniployes.
He was in somber, deadly earnest with
his affection. She was very cold.

WOMAN VISFTED MRS. RICHARDSON

The pair were almost always at
home in their rooms in the evenings.
They received no company together.
But occasionally a woman came in
during the daytimie. As a rule, this
woman—the women who entered the
house with Mrs. Richardson Friday
morning, came with her hostess. Once
or twice she did not, and on these oc-
casions she inquired whether Richard-
son was at home.

Friday noon, \while Mrs. Richardson
and the two women were in the room
where the 'tragedy afterward took
place, & man came to the elevator and
asked to be taken to the Richardson
apartments. From his actions it was
clear that he had never been at the
rooms before. He left before the three
Wwomen went away. Who this man was
could not be learned. That ‘Richardson
had eyanide of potassium in. his room
constantly was also learned. He is said
to have used it in photography.

Friday morning, after having her
Japanese servant pack her trunks, Mrs.
Richardson discharged him. The serv-
ant told the employes of the St.!Xavier
tHat" his mistress was about to leave,
and that he had been given money to
80 east for three weeks.

Peculiar among the lines of the note
are those which refer to “comyplications”
in the said affair—and to the fear that
the 1mother would “have to put up with
much.?

That Mrs. Richardson was seldom
with hex husband when she left the ho-
tel is the story of the attaches of the
place. Mhat her conduct was always
scrupulosly ‘in accordance with con-
ventionalities was stated by all of them.
The only kint of any feeling for any
one save her husband is that suggested
by the part of the letter which is cited.
The identity of the man who called at
the apartments just prior to Mrs. Rich-
ardson's departure is not known, but
he is described as being apparently a
man of position in life, handsome, tall
and dark.

WIFE IS PROSTRATED BY
NEWS OF SUDDEN DEATH

Santa Barbara Stbart Set Is
.Shocked by Fact of Rich-
ardson’s Suicide

SANTA BARBARA, Sept. 12.—Mrs.

Erskine Richaxrdson is prostrated at the
home of her mother here as a result of
the news of her husband’s tragic suicide
in San Francisco. The first information
of the death reached the family in the
form of a telegram notifying them that
Richardsom had died. suddenly from
“heart trouble.” The fact #éhat it was a
suiclde was not known at the house
until the family was told by the repre-’
sentative of The Call, and then Mrs, H.|
M. A. Postley, mother of Mrs. Richard-
son, refused to believe it. Mrs. Rich-
ardson was too ill to bhe interviewed.
She arrived here on a visit® to her
mothey a day or two ago, the purpose
of the trip here not being known.
Mrs. Postley, before being told that
her son in law’s death had been by his
own hand, stated that she thought that
his sudden death must have been from
an overdose of cyanide of potassium,
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trouble,” said Mrs. Postley, “and so was
his father before him. He used to take
cyanide whenever an attack came on,
and I am sure his death must have been
from an overdose.”

“But his death was plainly a case of
suicide, Mrs. Postley,” she was told.

“I ‘'don’t believe it,” was the decided
answer.: “The telegram we received
said it was hekrt trouble.”

The Santa Barbara smart set was
shocked at the news. It was then re-
called that there had been rumors of
peculiar actions by Richardson ever
since his marriage. Several persons
who knew Richardson well stated that
they had suspected that he was not al-
together in his right mind at times.

Mrs. Postley and her daughter, Mrs.
Richardson, left Santa Barbara tonight
on the 11:15 train for San Francisco.

POOR HEALTH CAUSE OF
SUICIDE, SAYS RALSTON

Business Associate of Dead Man

Denies Family Trouble Fig-
ured in Richardson’s Death

H. J. Ralston, president of the Ral-
ston iron works, of which Richardson |
was! secretary, denled strenuously, |
when seen last night at his home, 2303
Scott street, that family troubles had
cauged his business associate to com-
mit suicide. He was firm in his bellef
that Richardson killed himself because
of a physical weakness, having learned
two weeks ago, when examined for life
insurance, that he had a weak heart.

“On the day,” said Ralston, “that
Richardson failed to pass the doctor’s
examination for life insurance he
came to the office, showing in his man-
ner that he was suffering mentally.
He called me into the private office,
closed and locked the door, and told me
that the doctor had told him he could
live but a short time on account of
his weak heart. He told me that his
father had died from heart
shortly after learning of his
ness.

“Richardson went on -to say that he
would not take an active part in the
business any more, intending to spend
much time exercising in the .country.
That all happened two weeks ago.
Sincéd then he has been greatly de-
pressed and spoke often of his hearf.

|

disease,
weak-

were an exceptionally happy couple.
Mrs. Richardson often called up the of-
fice by telephone. I falked with her a
few days ago over the phone. She told
me at that time she was not feeling well
intended visiting her mother in
hope of the
I pre-
was

and
Santa Barbara in the
change and rest restoring her.
sumed at the time her ill health
due to her husband's condition.

“Richardson had no financial trou-
bles, being a very rich man in his own
name. He had gone on the bond of Abe
Ruef for $40,000, but that had nothing
to do with his troubled mind. He did
not know Ruef personally, having gone
on the bail through the influence of a
mutual friend. Richardson was prob-
ably worth $250,000, owning a third in-
terest in the iron works.”

VETERAN MINSTREL MAN STRICKEN

BOISE, Ida., Sept. 12.—Hi Henry, the
veteran minstrelman, well known
throughout the country, lies at his
home at Horseshoe Bend, 25 miles from
here, in a critical condition from apo-
plexy. He was stricken Sunday, but
has been steadily growing worse, and
practically all hope for his recovery
has been abandoned. Henry is heavily

“He was always subject to heart

SPECIAL

ARRIVED. PER YARD

| Che Hhite Bouse

FALL OPENING
SILK DEPARTM[-.‘NT

1,800 YARDS FRENCH SATIN FOULARDS, JUST

THE USUAL PRICE' BEING $1.25 TO $1.50 YARD.

TAFFETA CHINE, PER YARD ................ $1.00
FOR EVENING AND STREET WEAR.

JAQUARD PLAIDS AND STRIPES,
PER VAR . ovs o tindnade Diiao ool olng
IN THE NEWEST SHADES,

TAFFETA AND SATIN RAYE, PER YARD. .... $1.00
FOR WAISTS AND COSTUMES.

interested in mining property in south-
western Idaho.

“My wife and I were accustomed to
call on the Richardsons, and from what
I saw in their home I would say they

VALUES

I T Y

85¢

AND ALL THE LATEST AND MOST FASHIONABLE
NOVELTIES IN
SHANTUNG IMPRIME, LIBERTY IMPRIME,
VOILE QUADRILLE POMPADOUR, VELOUR CREPE,
PEKIN DU BARRY, OTTOMANE COTELE,
GAUZE AND TAFFETA BORDURE, ETC.

BUTTERICK PATTERNS. ......... .DRESS MAKING

NW.cor.VANNESS &PINE
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The Honorable Abraham Bandala, Governor State of-
Tabasco, Mexico, Recommends Peruna Because It
Has Proven To Be An Efficient Remedy for

L

"ABRAHAM BANDALA.
s B Al

San Juan Bautist
The Peruna Medicine Co.. . ke
Columbus, Ohlo.
+Gentlemen:

It gives me pleasure to say that
used Peruna for catarrhal affections have found
one worthy of recommendation.

You may use this letter in any way adapted to yvour interests.

Yours very truly,

a1t the persons who have
it an =flicacious cure, and

Abraham Bandala.

nasal catarrh, I take pleasure in writ-

Other distinguished Mexicans have{ J L n
ing you a testimonial recommending it

given similar opinions regarding Pe- |

runa. Prominent among these men of | as the best medicine discovered for such

universal reputation is Doctor Agustin | cases,

Rivera, who writes as follows: I congratulate you on your lel:dld
rst to

Mexico City, Mexico.

{ recommend it to my many customers.
The Peruna Medicine Co,, ¥ y

preparation and hope to be the
l Accept this most sincere testimony,

Gentlemen: In view of the magnifl- | and use it as you think best to reach
cent results that I have obtained from | those who suffer from catarrh. [ am
the use of your excellent remedy| glad to sign myself as your sincere
“Peruna” in several obstinate cases of ! friend, Augustin Rivera, M. D.
—— ——— ————————
Pere000000000000
+
>
3
3 :
*

*
: :
03
4 Srs00P000000 0000

Pacific Grove Academy

A boarding and day schoel for boys, loeated
on the bay of Monterey in a town noted as
a good place to bring up and educate boys.
Good school, fine bome, tennis courts, sea
bathing, golf links, ete. Charges for board,

room, tuition, laundry and care, $500 a year.
Lﬂgens September 20, 1008, and closes June

Sacred Heart

Sacred Heart BU"ﬂUB

Demonstrates that teaching counts. The
Instructors at Saumart College—the Chris-
tian Bmtl:ern—ufbe l’pec‘l:llltl Ikn the domain of
education. 1t is r life work.

LITERARY, SCIENTIFIC and COMMERCIAL
courses. . jal training 4n volce culture and
dramatie art. Course of stu forwarded on 2p-
plication. BROTHER LEWIS, !‘.Pr 8 C.,

esident. |
Classes reopen Tuesday, September 1. !

- Cilin
Conservatory of Music

2126 CALIFORNIA STREET
President: HERMANN GENSS
Thorough education in all Branches of Muslc,
from the most elementary to the highest art-
istic work. Opera school, including expression,
acting, etc. Free privileges of lectures, con-

certs and reeifgls.
T:ltinll: Fees Moderate. Send for Catalogue.

1S, 1908. For full information address the
Pacific Grove Academy, Pacific Grove, Cal.

Co“egs Notre Dame

SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA
Founded 1851. Incorporated 1838,

Accredited by State University 1900.

COURSES—Collegiate, Preparatory, Commercial.
Intermediate and Primary Classes for Younger
3 “hildrea.
NOTRE DAME CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC
Studies resumed Sept. 1, 1908,

THE LYCEUM

Has prepared hundreds successfully. Among the
many graduated afterward from the universities
there were graduated 5 after 314 years, one after
3 years. Three were offered positions In the
Stanford faculty. At this school you can save

SCHOOL, OF DESIGN
San Francisco Institute of Art
(Formerly Mark  Hopkina Iostitute).
Afiliated with the State University.

Painting Decorntive time and money. Excelleat teachers, Individual
Designing | instruction, special courses. New term beging
Drawing Mustrating | July 27, 2590 Plne st. corner of Scott.
>
Modeling G+

Daily Classes and Night Classes open August
10. Saturday Classes now in session. Circulars
mailed on application to the 8. F. Institute of
Art, Californfa and Mason sts., San Franecisco.

THE JENNE MORROW LONG COLLEGE OF

VOICE AND DRAMATIC ACTION—Geo. E.

Chicage ¢

SAN FRANCISCO

D d sessions In Shorth:
b Bt Ramiy o = -~

1ish.
Lask, stage director of the Princess thester, § 8 N Ot of San anclsco as an eff-
principal and direetor. Evening classes for Jm:_ practical and select academy. Secures

stage traininf, $10 month; students have pro-
fessional stage experience while studying; fre-
quent public performances; students may reg-
ister at any time. Speecial attention given op-
eratic training. Miss Muriel Arndt graduated
May 22, immediately joined the Ethel Barry-
more company. A all communications to
the president, JENNE MORROW LONG,
Golden Gate Commandery bullding, 2137 Sut-
ter at.; telephone West 2573,

Kellar Conservatory of Music

Under the Direction of Alice Kellar-Fox.,

COMPLETE MUSICAL EDUCATION

1577 Oak Street

Phope Park 1782,

lucrative peositions for its graduates with re.
sponsible Srms. M. MULVIHILL, Prinecipal.

Learn Plumbing, Electiciy,
N

Scholars
NOW. Call or write for free catalogue,

Coyne National Trade School

238 EIGHTH ST,
San Francisco, Cal.

e

FORMAL

Monday Morning at 9 o’clock of the New

SOROSIS SHOE SHOP

OPENING

At Van Ness Ave.
and Pine Street.

SOR

of

color,

IS SHOES

Will be sold here at the old time popular price
R T A S S S Y
except Patent Kids; they will be $4 and the Custom Made
and some of the Noveltics will be $5.

AS A SOUVENIR

During this, our opening week, to eyery lady customer that pur-
chases a pair of Sorosis Shoes (whether women’s, boys’ or
girls') we will present her with a handsome pair of Boudoir
‘Slippers that retail regularly for $1 a pair. Your choice of any

We invite you to come and view the new Fall and Winter
Styles and sec how excellent are the New Sorosis Models.

$3.50

!J”VuMAn.
Corner Pine Stuui

- sw. m.
ng, ing, Telegraphy
m@t&num“rnm

Ideal climate. Students’
lower than in San Franeisco sad
&m-::mt:nwmm

ModernSchool of Business and Correspondence

SAN JOSE, CAL. DEPT. A

A. J. PURNELL

TEACHER OF SINGING
13084 Devisadero Street

Bet. Ellis and O'Farrell sts.. San Fraselseo.
Term opens September 2. 1908,

ST. VINCENT'S S

Business Coflege
AT FIFTH AND CLEMENTINA STS.
SAN FRANCISCO CAL. ‘
A Catholic Business College for young
women. Term begins August 10.
Life scholarship $60.

SNELL SEMINARY

. Berkeley—Girls" boardin,

S S BeUe o Shg
!

ove o‘fwu‘twl& MRS, EDNA SNELL Pl(.)t‘el‘:-

N, 5

44th Vear 44th Year
The A. Vander Naillen

SCHOOL of ENGINEERING

rt! and Typewriting Instruction
e h-*rlmely or by Mail

MISS M. G. BARRETT

ROOMS 280-2 RUSS RBRUILDING,
233 Montgomery st.

and
omen

SAN FRANCISCO BUSINESS CcoL

733 Fillmore St.. Sam Fraucisceo.

CIVIL, MINING, o w ETC.

Great School in n Great Clity, Write .
B e B Cournes, | IST ST. AND TELEGRAPH AV.. OARLAND,

Us for on A Our
About Oppeortualties for Trained
Office Men and In the New City,

Polytechnic Business College

School of Miues and rivg. Oakland,
A e atek $100.000). %-- Srentest

e

ot {o Amerlea. Write for eatalogue.




