Now It {5 ‘Planting
the Enthusiasts of the Tulip

Daffodil
By Tyndale Bishop
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rest of the civilized world. And even

among those of us who are interested

the X
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s not been the specializing and
after novelties which has
cterized the growth of the fad else-

where

seeking chare

When the London auction rooms are
crowded with purchasers eagerly cone
ting for rare specimens, when a sine

bulb of a narcissus readily fetches
£30 and a singile tulip bulb brings $75,
it would almost seem as if a revival
of the seventeenth century craze were
at hand. Nor.is it surprising,, for.no
other hobby tekes such a hold on one.
We have all gone through stamp and
gutograph coliecting. 0Old brasses, cer-
amics and brocades have their limita-
tions.- The rich ‘alone ‘can i{ndulge in
prints - and rare books. These, as well
g other fads after awhile fall; but
once a bulb culturist always. one.- It
entices alike HWoth rich and poor—the
men who must content himself with
bulbs at & few dollars a thousand and
he: who can fill' his garden with $100
No other hobby is so beau-
tiful and none other so devoid of self-
ishness. Books, prints, fabrics all make
their devotees self-centered. The satis-
faction of @&xclusive possession—the
showing of something that excites just
a spark of envy in the man shown.
Poes this not constitute.the sine.quo;
son? How different with bulbs. Tak-

specimens.

ing hls pleasure in paintfng
scape with masses of -varied -ana deli-
cate color the bulb enthusiast not only
gets joy for himself, but .glves ‘it to
all who may pass the way of his gar-
den. -Hence' it is-nmo wonder that the
fad grows and only-the more wonder
that it does npt grow “more rapidly’in
California. ;

Recent years have brought into.cul-
tivation many ' new " forms. +. This is
particularly” true “of ' the tulip.  Many
of ‘the present day forms would scar;:e-
1y -be . kpown..to: the ;garflener ~of the
seventeenth cefitury. Then those great-

est  prized@ were the‘»‘sh,(grt',atemm_gzd.
early blooming sorts. ' “These we: still
bave, and wonderfully deautiful: they:

are with thelr unending’ range of:col-

ors. But modern fashiondecrees ‘long
stems, ’ 58 Sie AR R

The -whole 'gesneriana tribe ‘takes its-

name from Konrad Gesner, ‘a popular

botanist of the sixteenth *century. 'He

first’ saw the ' flower in 1559 “and ‘his
description andipictures p agéd-_a large
part in bringing’it into popularity. 1t
is a mistake, however, to suppose that
Gesner introduced’ the: flower-ifito - En-
rope.” That honor ‘belongs’ to ‘the ele-

gant savant and diplomat” Angier Ghis-.

lau: de Bushecq, who in- 1554, .while
Ausfrian ambassador at tha eourt “of

‘Sglyman
‘some seed from’ aigarden. in. Constan-

:prized ‘by - the’ Turk,>for Bushecq: states’
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prising-Dutch®™gardeners were soon en-
gaged In‘their culture and it only meed-
‘ed the stimulus given’ by the introduc-
tion of ‘new varieties .by’ the herbalist
Clausius: to- make 'the flower a favor-
ite in Holland gnd change the fad into
a’crage.- “So intense Rad the fad be-
come that”"many of the Clausius most
valued ‘' varieties ' were stolen by ad-
‘mirers of the' flower, unwilling or un-
able to pay the price asked by him;
and it is said-that the stolen bulbs are

ti:,e ‘ﬂ@ﬂcenh obtﬂned.

tinople. “The flower must have been

that 'he had to ‘pay:dearly for - them,
On' " his return the  seeds obtained, by
him“were planted ‘in  Vienna, where five
years later ‘the first tulip® bloomed "in
Christian Etrope. ‘At that time inter-
estin gardening ‘was just awakening
and the new and wonderful flowers, nat-
urally: much  sought 'after, rapidly be-.

_came  well ~dissemihated: ‘ When ‘and _the’ancestors of ‘most of the garden

hotv ‘they first got’ into 'Holland ‘we ‘do " tulips now in existence. Prices con-
not ‘know. “Old  writers'say’ that .the 'tihued*to advarice by Teaps and bounds.
first shipment ‘made”was ‘taken by the .It was ‘no. uncommon- thing for the
mérchant’to*whom™they ~weére:sent for: price of-a-bulb to rule between 2500

~onions”and- as guch.cooked’ and.eaten  and 4,600, florins.. Exchanges were es-
‘by_him. ' Bethis.as it may,’

the ‘enter--tablished *like

i

he stock and bond ex-

»

changs of our modern commercial life
and on such boards tradings were had
that would put to blush the wildest
May wheat flurriés in the Chicago pit.
From 1634 the wildest speculation pre-
vailed until high water mark was
reached when an igdividual specimen
of tha variety of seMiper Augustus sold
for 13,000 florins (about $5,200). Own-
ership of single bulbs were divided into
shdres, which shares found ready sale
al high = prices. Transactions were
oftan had without the existence of any
bulb at all. By 1637 speculation had
reached such alarming proportions that

the government was forced to inter-
fere, but this was not until many” of
the greatest families had been im-

effects of the
through all

povarished and the evil
speculation had been felt
Eurepe.

Pcrhaps the most potent factor in the
California bulb world is Carl Purdy of
Ukiah.  For years Mr. Purdy has beéén
a collector of California bulbs. . Like
a . trua prophet he is more honored
abroad than in his own country.  His
marvelous collection of broaias and
Mariposa or hutterfly tulips is far bet-
ter known in Europe than it is 'in Cal-

or~ia. _From hs collections not only
the giveat botanists’ gardens:of Europe
but the gardens of royalty are sup-
plied with these charming and Jelieate
flowers. But net being 'satisficd with
gathering around kim and naturalizing
the entire wild bulb flora”of the Pacific
slope, he: has alse engaged.extensively
and suecessfully im- the cultivation
Dutch bulbs. And it is said by those
who have visited beth places that on

of

his Mendocino flower farm Mr. Purdy
gets better flowars than the Dutch
growers get from the same stock

grown in Holland.

This spring a well known Polk street
florist exhibited for Mr. Purdy a won-
derful novelty in-thé form of a perfect
pink tulip of the Gésneriana type,
having larger flowers and longer stems
than ‘any tullp before shown in Cali-
fornia. 1ts origin is as yel a secret,
and we are not teld whether the flower
i{s, a seedling of Purdy’'s or some rare
fmportation. We «dre assured that
quite a stock is on hand and that next
yvear will see a plentiful supply. It is
cértain tb prove a valuable acquisition
to-hoth florist and home Irowers..

While ‘Purdy’ is the vleading spirit
amophg our bulhomaniacs he .is by no
means unsupperted. -Dr.- Harpy Tewis’
efforts along “this line dre well Known
and among the: 'tHings most -missed
since the fire is the Zarden of the old
Tevis home on tHe corner of Taylor
and Jackson' streets, and which in the
spring was a veritable sea of color—
tulips and narcissi. Not so well known,
Becailse so much more remote, is the
place of Walter Bliss on the shores
of Lake Tahoe. In its high altitude
spring and the flowers come late, but
it takes no amount of imagination to
picture  the charm -of the . chromatic
scheme carried down to the limpid wa-
fer's edge.

The most remarkabde of all our Cal-
ifornia collectiops is one hidden away
in the Santa Cruz mountains. It is
that‘of a poor attorney's clerk—a lover
of nature and of outdoor life. By
force of circumstances he was obliged
to earn his ‘living in the musty at-
mosphere of a dingy. law office.

This .
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dint of close eeomomy,
manazed to secure a place in the woods
as a haven to which to flee at the
week's end. The place once secured, the
garden was the next consideration.
Without knowledge of garden subjects,
hut bent on covering the largest space
possible, he purchased a large stock
of cheap ‘mixed tulips. Where they
came fro| the dealer could himself
scarcely tell. They were despised
refuse without pedigree. But.the young
man planted in-full faith. In the rick
leaf mold the plants grew vigorously.
When the flowering time came lo and

young man. by

behold! The chance purchase gave
blossoms of the rarest beauty and
value.

Such fortune is not the lot of all,

nar is it advisable to follow the exam-
ple. Good results are not apt to be
had from bargain counter iots.and the
beginner should make ‘certain that his

stock. no matter how inexpensive, s
sound and f{rue to name. For this
reason it is bhetter to avoid the mail

order houses and to buy directly of a
laocal ‘dealer where you can examine
the goods and by a personal inspection
make certain that the bulbs are sound
and free from disease.

The number of’ good
l_egion and there would not be space
in this. article to give the names of
the one hundredth part of them. Al
that ean hc done is to giv‘ a fairly
representative list. The nardissus be
ing the earliest to bloom claims at-
tention first, Good results can be
expected if any of the following are
chosen: In the mayne caronati group
(large crowned or trumpet daffodils).

Golden spur, which has a large trum-
pet, and 'in color is a deep. self-yellow.

Emperor,  whichs has a perianth of
deep primrose and trumpet of deep yel-
low. It has a very large flower and
is perhaps the best for cutting.

Trumpet major is not so fine as the
above, but recommended for. its earli-
ness and persistency of bloom.

The best bicolor daffodils are: . Em-
press. with Iarge flowers, perianth white
and of great substance, trumpet rich
yellow. A very beautiful thing.

Princips, a large, showy flower, with
perianth sulphur white and trumpet
yellow,

In ‘the incomparabilis group, the in-

varieties are

~amparabilities and the Sir Nathan
should be planted in quantities. The
last gamed is a glant, chalice cupped
variety, with hardsome bold flowers. Ity
perianth a rich salphur. and its cup a

yellow slightly tinged with orange.

In “a_Section by itself and one not
to .be neglected is the poeticus or true
poéet’s” narcifsus. No gardener should
be without it nor without its hybrid, the
marcissus,

Poatas Elvira—This new hybrid bears
on long. graceful stems heads of three
to four large white petal flowers, cen-
tered by a golden yellow cup.

Turning to the tulip the only advice
as to the selection that can be given
s to avoid the early blooming varieties
and to go in exclusively for the May
flowering Darwins, Rembrandts an;i
Gesnerian. Limited as the choice hers
seems it, in fact, opens a field really
without” bounds.

The selection of Spanish iris will of-
fer more difficulties. A list of the
distinct varieties would il a volume,
Their ecudrious and charmirg biendings
of  shades remind one of rare orehids,
and "if, we could we would have them
alk. . But as a choice has te he made
the: following are given as being per-
haps the most digtimet:

TFhe- bell: chineir,-a full yellow and
the earliest of yellows. ]

Cajouns,-a large, tall growing Band-
some flower with canary yelow stand-
ard and falls of . rvich, clear  yellow
blotchred with orange.

Chryselora, probably the finest of all
yellows, .

Humboldt and blue beauty ave the
finest blues.

For white we would choose between
her majesty and the avalanche.

* In this climate but few cultural divee-
tiéns are hocedsary. TWe chief points
to he borne in mind are to plant in as
pliable a soil as possible; tw piant aboue
six Inches apart and to plant se as to
have about two inchies of seil over the
ecrown of the bulb. A bulb placed In
the ground 'anywhere will grow and

bloom but. a little.  Intelligent work
adds so' much to the success of the

garden that every effort expended
prove well ' worth while. o



