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' -, c >r \u25a0- -\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0<\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0-.\u25a0
-misery -monger

-
with>.his -;everlasting

\u25a0tales
'
of t woe; and his everlasting thirst'

for,? tub tbeers ;"\u25a0* thelmant- with" the re-
spectable jpast,.perhaps jfar _up the Jlad-
"der-at

r

one'! time,;whose ;lamentations I;
-have in every cheap \u25a0 lodging
house". all;'over. the states;;sailors.'lum-
ber. Jacks, {longshoremen and followers
of similar .fitful occupations. ;nomadlo ,
workmen", with perhaps a dollar or two

? sewed? up*;in"their "clothes .somewhere,
waiting-for;

-
'.the next -uncertain' Job;

confessed V,;and* '"unabashed
'

-wanderers
-whom-.the'. wanderlust drives about the
world, and,•men." whom; criminal acts

\u25a0hay to <these :shadowy :caves of
the? nether >

;world/for ŝhelter. All of
> themj,with;the)brand;of^failure seared'
upbn"the'm! iCThe'foutcast' and

'
the near

outcast; ;and ''sometimes^ think tha
•lot'-.of r*these r;latterr-'is :more ;bitter :and
undesirable^eyen'than- that^of,the un-
jriodlfledr*?*.unabashed: fwaif "*•

.who 1has
neltherf pride*» norVXear no*r*

sensibility,
!and 'sleeps 'ln'.lUinb'er^plle,^ straw \u25a0 heap
or sawdust bed beneath the hot boilers'
"of an'all night,power housa* with.equal
equanimity and -equal dumb" thankful-

'n"ess.^_V:\ ",',.!!. ;':. .. \u25a0 \u0084 '.'
'

V\u25a0"-»V \u25a0"-» .»'!
\u25a0DriveA\by ie^Cold -
-'Repulsive -as ".the "_"kip"_may be 'as a

the time. yet « comes when :
;«yery'-man;»ln" the- city;who ~has be- 1

;cbme fwaifJ through «.- choice' 'or
:sion Is>driven."to ;reso"rt* to. it-for.his,nightly; rest -; s

drives iionn";to the
shelter it olTars, sickness- drives not a
!few,-? the/iache -;» for '-.companionship „of
ione'sj'sklndimany; >but-- most./ all ;!are
\rounded jup cby o the >:simple;- elemental• fact"' of^ the \u25a0? cold. ;.\When*. the ;cold.;of!
;night begins to sink .to:your ,bones and

"

,yourJ* flesht- gets c.blue '4 with.the Zfrost,-
\you willsell

'
your »lmmortal 1soul,forja

j.roll(ofIblanke ts and
*
con jider^the

'
price

!"cheap.>'' >\u25a0*-'-•\u25a0'\u25a0' • ;-\u25a0-"<\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0-\u25a0 >\u25a0(?*\u25a0+**.
r"'.ls':itJany;» wonderithen; that, :as

-
the .•self-appointed -guardians *'of3municipal•integrity, and*adyancement 'assert,' these,-

frusome,4 cold.*?hungry derelicts «will
'
sell •

"thelr?;,votes Iffor^a)"dollar.: .gladly; - in"'•order": thatt they.i mayJ sleep- and • eat for•
a*fewfdays./' Such' votes *are? purchased
Jby i*unscrup"ul6us i*politicians -\u0084by '-';the"'
1thousands l'ln»N*w*'»Tork,». Chicago, *St
,LouisIand teveryv

*
city,"-ln'^this,

\u25a0country.'rPoliticalrmanipulators .of"San •

::Ffancisco7; {too;*-have ."been; guiltyj In
•

r times'1past- when* there were "more cheap '
;lodgings 7locally than**-there "are":since
\u25a0.the>flrel' r;1 :;\u25a0!_ '\u25a0'. -.: !.«

'"
\u25a0\u25a0 >

v

-
'*

\u25a0rln^New^Tork"; City/an.undisputed au- \
thorlty:puts the -list of.those who!00-
cuprj the-beds ;of cheap lodging \u25a0lofts at

1 vary real fun, to. develop among the
bums as a result: of such deposits, os-
tensibly vmiuable, made with loud com*
ment to attract the attention of the*
less .fortunate to the.af3uency of the
depositor, likely enough some old stiff
'with his bare toes protruding from his
shoes but 'wearing an air of pompous

.importance as the clerk takes his dims,
tests It with his teeth and stows hit
bundle in the .locker. Some of these
inimitable mummers will deposit th*
cheapest watches

'
and old

-
brokea

knives carefully wrapped in their ban-
danas.' principally to conceal them. Z

\u25a0 believe.
Rocks for Valuables
,' One case Iknew of where a bum of
this characterization even wrapped c?
a' few ordinary -stones and an old
leather -wallet: he had picked out of aa
ash barrel,^ handing them to the clerk

.wlth^careful 'command as to their safe-
guarding.' demanding them in tha
-morning;again soberly,! and resenting
viciously

-
the several sarcastic insin-

uations'made Jby! other habitues of the
place,\who ;seemed "somehow to have a
hunch* that!the !old'fellow \u25a0 was a mum-
mer. When'; they dared him' to open
,his '.bundle » he >grew.freeziogly severe
and pompous, stalking slowly from th«
room with a most Injured expression
on hli:bloated* face 'thatisent the gang'
of bums who wore watching him ln-o
wild guffaws of.lanshtffx.

-
'- Further spasms were brought on
when the clerk,: who had surrepti-
tiously opened the package the night
before.'' after the owner had gone to
sleep, told what ;tho bandana- con-
tained. So is \u25a0:the grim tragedy of
these places relieved with humor

—
humor which, however. Is for the most
part of:that \u25a0 acrid kind

"
which comes

as a Jeer, at the spectacle of.another's
discomfiture. V.Even the fun of tha
"kip" is,warped. .
\The signs 'of the.times are not pro-

pitious .for .the
'

Vagabond. Slmoltan«-
ously with!the .passing of the 19 cent
house willTgo the other; resorts of th*,
under.- worldling—the Bohemia of tb«
bumlseems* to;be, doomed. I;slgh In
gloomy/ anticipation of a time when,shall' ho longer* have a
*warm 'arid .sheltered 'bunk wherein to
lay,'his weak, foolish.* Irresponsible

\u25a0head.*. Perhaps in that fateful day even
the haylo'cs -will be,padlocked against

'trespassers.., Dod? gast the pale re-
.formers,; Who .have .never broken their
anchor^ rope 3

-
and.swung ;free in the

"

'sometimes bitter, sometimes pleasant,
drag.of 1.the « undertow I

~
>The ;cjry of tha'bum against the re-

formerJ- and 1muck • raker 13 the same
"

as 'the
-
wail

-
the 'big business interests

are sending up from land's sad ta the
[•thsr \u25a0 end

—
**li«tus alone!"*

Presently through the wrangle liI
noted a 'sUent, :frightened ;man. ;the
light illuminating intpart!his \u25a0 drawnfeatures, stealing ;throughi the ',maze|of
cots looking '.for ;an unoccupied ?bed.
When he came near I""Invited'him,"
tugged to it^by, some! strain Vof pity
stronger than the reserve born of much
harsh ,experience in"the:world:of:bums
and shams, to sit on my bunk until we
could locate the Tporter fand see ;about
flnding^hlm a place.;? Hetseemed :morethan grateful * for5 the \u25a0•» invitation$andclambered «up 3 beside :me on :\u25a0 the itop-
most bunk of the tier. We sat there
most ;of

-
the 1night,? watching .the Jet-

\u25a0am .about \u«,'j talking,- opening up .to
each other as .men willsome times -.un-
der these . oireums.tancas.~ij SooniI•had
his story. -'Ihad known from the first,
of course,74brj thaiwhite,^ frightened
face ;ofhim,'ithat:h«fhad:hutjust been
kicked into this lower. strata'of .wrecks
and :that the ,shock ;of it still\staggered
him. He had' Slept v in'aYneighboring
"kip":the

'
night 'before, his jfirst.night

In tha vUndarlow/ and
*
hisistory 2of;thatnight's1experience, told{withiwide, \u25a0 al-

mott chiWlllta spreading of
"

the" eyes
and 1withinalv« \u25a0 though! intelligent \nar-
ration

-
of:,tha%-uppa/l class ?offolk,"Is;a -thing Iwill

-
long'remember

for ;.'lU^dramatlo c, intensity. , He '\u25a0} was
one;ofTthose\ who \are \so = out \ofrplace
in!a that!their Ithere sls
almost startling; the average :bum holds
aloof S>tMDI*<«ilf.e> 7 oa« J tlirouTh> a r?.T-

The. dim shine! of Uhe '.two lighted
lamps at $each end of. the! room isent
weird shadows of distorted men flicker-
Ingagainst ceilings gray and feathered
with cobwebs. Horrible,- -unclean
smells began to settle heavy.iipon; the
imprisoned air.7- A strange, .unoccount-
able fear of!the men "about me, -uneasy
in their \u25a0 bunks, began -to possess me,
even though;Iwas;at

-
this < time thor-

oughly familiar with the men /and; the
resorts ';.of- vagabonds, . that !,-unwhole-
some vagabonds

-
which

-
intrenched it-

self :behind; the most -•leprous' ramparts
of;the larger cities (not[the better sort
which', clasps ;the \irons ;of:a \u25a0 train andgoes racing 'across ',the y,clean,- *• open
sweeps of country mountainrange and mountain'range," -"from prairie

The Tale of a Novice '

roosting on our respective -bunks,! dis-
robing, tucking our; clothes' securely
under our pillows, for no,man may be
trusted here, rolling-finalcigarettes to
be smoked surreptitiously., when the
porter left the dormitory, luxuriating
in the feel of the blankets beneath our
weary bodies, even though they were
stale, unwashed, evil smelling rags.

The bunks "In.all these houses are
arranged alike. In tiers of two or three,
as they are in the fo'castle of a -ship,
packed in to fillevery available bit:of
space in the room, leaving only little
alleys between the tiers.- The beds are
either canvas cots or wooden boxes. ln
which usually a straw mattress. and a
single blanket are arranged. Some-
times there are sheets and pillows. The
bedding is;invariably unclean and vile
with the accumulated smells of jdirty
bodies that have rested in them. The
army, barracks .usually .make a.pre-
tense at keeping their beds . passably
clean and wholesome— that was why I
always selected . an army barracks
whenever possible while in th« under-
world. But this one Ifound ashorrible
exception to the general rule. ; .

There wefe two adjoining dormitories
on the same floor In this barracks,: each
containing, Ishould Judge, some: vSOv50
bunks. The reaction from the!restraint
of the religious exercises was breaking
out in the crowd of-squirming,-smok-
ing, drinking, red eyed, noisy.men that
now occupied them, men*of.whom'con-
ditions or habits had, made beasts /for
the most part. Irolled my blanket
about me over In a dark corner where
Ihad pre-empted a bunk and, watched
the unfoldment ol the man play, the
bestiality, the pathos. and the grim hu-
mor. .in this group ~

of;Jarred loose
humans ;during the- hour before they
finally would lie down to court oblivion
in the blankets of the"."fipp"—the only
home -they knew.

tain
-
unnamed !respeot -tor the f

-
fineness

he sees there
"

and' which -he himself
has

* lost,:alliexcept .this
"
last shred of

It
—

the: respect.
-
1give":his. story as he

told itrme.; 'Itv paints a good picture
of the lowest caliber bunhouse. ,-

"Of,course,]',l am '[ from;the country—
you can .see .that," he began, frankly.'
"Mypeople own a ranch up in Nevada,
and Ihave for,,the last year.beenclerk-
ing;in a. little general store at Wil-
low Creek, a town quite :near the ranch.
In:that!; year Vl .had saved up., some-.
thingover,sloo, besides buyinga couple
of dad's;best horses off him. , Av few,
days ago Itook the money Ihad saved
and. without:knowing

%
just why, with-!

out telling,any-one where Iwas bound
for,Itook, the train down here- to the
city. .I.suppose Iwas getting sick of
the sameness, Inthe country.and wanted
to see T-ther sights; of San >;Francisco.

Well, I;saw 'em!" he smiled! bitterly.
He told" me:. the whole -story frankly;

howbehad wandered into those, regions
of "the*city'\u25a0 which ever ihold such ir-
resistible

'
attraction' for ;masculine

guilelessness, and how he had, during
the 'first night of vßrled experiences
there, been relieved of:his wad by the
harpies that prey upon-his :kind."

-
\u25a0\u25a0

E*:Twenty• cents he £ had
*
found \in his

/watch' pocket* after the dizzlnessv had-
left his head and! he. had come!! to:hia;

1senses, lying.in'a deserted alley. * With
'this^pittance he had; found hls^way'to"-
a "-bed*loft and ;secured' a bunk- similar,

ito'the'one!on!whlch;we riow'sat,'; Now.
|he"!plunged directly, into

'
the ,horror' 'of

'

hiszflrst. experience in one of these vile
»hol'es,-^"so ;-doubly '\u25a0' horrible to,his. fine,
clean,; country nurtured nature. ! *-i"

*

, . ."Iliked to smothered. up' there in.that
hole !/3The* place .was -a sor^»of half,
story ,way up under two floors*'of tene-.
mehts, and"underneath'; another <*story .-
on;top;ssandw|ched inland pressed flat,

between the upper and lowercrush ln a
Idark," unventilated; seam that; my/ dog
at home would not sleep in.'>ltwas like
nothing ."else than; a!r dark,seam; ln;the!
depths -ofa a^mountain, I^once .entered!
lip;In';Shasta 4;county-^-a-. deep copper
mlne'Crowded with.a number* of sweat-^

: ing; struggling^men, 1 working: hard; to*
100Ben.the.damp,. black;rocks^ov'er! their.'
heads? swithout'causing the (mass to fall
oii'ithem.^ "The "flicker;of:the!mine'can-
dlesCsnlriingV.:oh" •"

their -'wet'-* faces* and;
then|throwing*:them tin.;black^ shadow,
the\whack" of\u25a0 theirjpicks, > like -thunder,'

the? splashjof 1their;.boots in the slush'
:underfoot, ll-.- all^made" "the -

?pla.ee *^ seem'
like'l:was.'in*heli:v;l'thad;gonedown- to
see/them !-working,': but-I.couldn't- stand

"up 5straight "do wn'.there '^in/;the
*mine,

!felitsolqueer.-and^ scared ;and \u25a0cramped'
up because ;I'co""nld'not^lift;my;shoulders ;
that 11'came lupIto:the ]surface

*
again1:as

qulck'as I'could.V That's Just how,Ifelt
.InUhat =low. ceiled,'Jcramped 'bunkroom,"
with its | filthy'beds and 'its ;filthier men '\u25a0
•^•scared-and sickT; -

,
' • *

*'"In the same • room with me," -he con-!
I;tinued.f after;. an *shudder,'!
"were ;:about!?f our/dozen other";fellows,?
bekstsr-ciirsing,\drinkingVaad:flghtlng;
welhad all

"
:come;,there," tojsleep. .butIno

one; was"- sleeping. t-Those ofius who
"

wanted'to:could]not i;Over;ln the middle'
{bf;the:rooml*BOirie'fellowsiwere:arguing;
whether; a man was "a"fool to pay 5 cents-
forlaT,rancid>b'eef steaici In\a gnearby,'
lunchhou se|they^ all

*
seemed *to*know.

Their >talkfmade Tme ]sick
'
at \njyJstom-

'

iach-^-andf it$ isn't!*a*weak? ona,Neither.'
VAboutUbe>oonV;perhapi;so*lot'fcy, 11.
poured* thafeloudi ?|ot|tobaoftft| tmoke,
cheap I'smoke, untilIthe £plao* wuy so!
filled that even the langg of a moderate
smoker, of:decent, tobacoo felt smoth-
ered, calling for clean air. Ithought of•'
the^clean.i pure] air,1? smelling:of flowers ;* and \u25a0cattails'! in- the |swamps,

-
that fcomes'

drifting^"offS our/|meadows :*.upSat Athe=

ranoh.
'Hare- and* there sounded! groans \u25a0

ofsweariness.^of tboth*;body/and *soul,*Ii
thdught;*ibeaitly",but uselesßj commanda
forquietifrom]a"ifew »whom)the Jsmoke 1

ihadspoisonedltoidrowsinesssfvilei songs, :
worseVJokes iud-.stories !% and i.cheap :

'ofIfunr '\u25a0In
'
all\ this'I,wasi trying\u25a0

"\u25a0. to{sleep,? but =\u25a0it» wasluseless.?; "Well,*;I•'•
v, was -the fsights.v allvright,'! botI
kept" quiet,- and Lwatched,T>"/=.*>*;,;• ;>•.•,/.-;> ."N'r.vorie in-.the ;1;1plaoe

'
removed, his

'
lot'i,-i«. T^hnfl-!"tartpfl'to' WlMm'X first

J came In,but Inoticed that none. of the
Iothers did

'
so \and

- thought Jbetter* of It
myself after Icaught some of the hard
ifaces ilooking at

- m»— faces
- sneaking

looks
-
atmy more orJ less expensive

clothes and shoes. We all crawled be-
tween .the stinking blankets, clothes'

.and shoes on, just as we had come <In
-off the street. . A couple of the bums

did take off their shoes. because their,
feet were sore* and blistered, but Ino-
ticed - they tucked them .very carefully'
under the blanktts on which they were
lying.
s.'The ;air kept \ getting

-
hotter and

-thicker." ,The; lamps were open* kero-
\u25a0 sane lamps that' heated the small room<" like ,a •;stove.' There wasn't" even' a
transom over -the door that couldbe
;opened, much, less

•a window.'. •It;was
sure a black, hot,mine filled;with^the; poisonous breath of half a.hundred hu-
man beasts! V •

". "Finally,:after, midnight, .'. the -place
:quieted down"!and 'the "men, one after

-dropped off"into a restless!
.'sleep, groaning, and snoring "and; toss-

ing*Injtheir 'blankets. \ Andf thenifor
Ithe rflrst time.; the 'excitement- having
:dledaway, a little•for.me,',I'understood

\u25a0" what !made; them, so, restless;*; It-was!
\bugs l'VThe;man's :curses: as !hejremeina !

-\u25a0bered'his -torture "of.'the .night>previouß
;.sounded ? like- a! frightened'^ cry. ;"The

he: said; again.; \u0084 ,
:~ "Yes, I'know,".Imade answer. > :Then
|the;porter came; in and found" the man-

a? bed.* \u25a0 -. ..,';? -'.
'

\- y::;T"Vi»?"-v; }\u25a0 ("V
:;At 7}o'clock.. next t'morning* we were
routed out"of our bunks^by; the
Seven o'clock is the sleeping- time limit

'.•: in/most of these ;_'.*kips"J"ln a:few lt!ls<
eight.' * All-must turn"? out!at :that tlnie,.

\u25a0 no;matter how.'much' orjhow^littleithey.
may have slept. ".This is one,~of the Iron*

"clad rules ;of -the cheapjlodging.j If;It
"

'were '"not}so. the .majority •of
'
the

-
bums ,

would:lounge in
'the .beds; all:day, long."

j'.Vljfound-;the .'Nevadaniin > the'base-.-
';\u25a0ment, where 'a-;line' of men; wereIwait-
ling*thelling*thelr v-turnv-turn>fatfthe' single -washbasin,• and -^tne-; single ;itowel,»;now ;> wet and
-black, with.the -smirch /of :many, hands
Vana • faces" onlyj:half? cleansed ?in the.
;.basin. .As/ I-'came-in-;Ir.caught "«him
'observing the- blackened .towel, "a 'look:
."ofunutterable "idisgust jon>. his \u25a0, face,'
• which' turned ;tO'one of unbelief \u25a0 as ;he
%saw; still', anotrie/,^ and

-
another man

"-.make ivse \-otflt,'<.'iPresently ?he %caught :
Islghtfof;me,",and 44

vl;laughed>s bis 'eyes ,
j silently,directed: mine toward the filthy.
Irag"on'which ? two 'men? were 'th'en-slm-*
',ultaneouslyidrying/ their!= faces. •= "> 2'2 ' f? ":\u25a0\u25a0-'. change « .-them[ Tevery,.half
lthour," \u0084I T:;"answered\u25a0 ','-}.h is*~f- unspoken •

'question, -c "every- half,' hour, ?and* per-'-
i
-haps '*:50J_ men"? wash ""during-ISthe v first
-half 'hour-r-tbeVre'st^don'tSwashiatrall.j
'," as •; a;;rule.7 * * Then, ;'.;af ter,",^ we'ithad
', drunk ;our^blg':mornlHg: s.cup_,^of >free'
''\u25a0 coffee,

'
we twent

-out,"".;waited patiently-
\ library:to;;open-f-that

:boon 'of. allt,roversj!^whether^ for .%its ,
,!warmth; Z-its V-k" toilet^accommoda-tions,'.
'or* its

'chairs, r where :one"* ihayrtake 'a'
'short ? snooze jbehind -a big 'bo'ok^-and c
J:had our^ morning;- Wash. :

"
•v"

'
;\

y: t We" separated *durings the >day, this
'

, fine,-*big,Violean:-; country. boy
4
;jand *-I/

? and jthe;next|nightJwhen ,I;again en-
."tered 1theIbarracks

"
he -was %not .*\u25a0 there.*.

]Far.-intoVjthepJinlghtf I^watched «for";
him, "but.he come. f.IVnever'

3saw. him:agaln-'K Before tweihadf parted'
3he" had* asked ]meIwhether 11»was going:
back to the dump :again •\u25a0 that • night.'

-TJfconimyTwply(that iI.thought"I .
\if;1v could"}beg\tthe 10 jcents*
|during

'
theiday,ihe ;had

"r-asked .'ime.
whether 7 there waa»not :', somewhere ?a"

'£ cleaner," '--j.more -;wholesome £iplace r^"la";
Iwhich' a1a1man;could;get'a^bed for•10

-
orJ

'SlßiTcents-v;'/? "> *-- '""
'. \*'".^.

'

"-".i:
*'

they're "\u25a0 all. pretty •
much rallke,*V

«,I '-i:-* •:\u25a0 \u25a0:
'-\u25a0'\u25a0'i:.;:';>i^^*^^

t-.ivjTheyiare? •_;: And!how,can ~youIsleep*
iIniUiem-^youidon't? aaamV.to :;be !"lik«"!"lik«"
|the \rest iof|those1men 'up

*
there T'S''

' *

?
~-

"Oh,"!;Ifhave3 become,'- accustomed •to•

them—a -man- does after:a."time., espe-*
4dally]when%he

*
does %noticare.* to*pay,l^

Xorican't Jpay^ two>bitsfj&?night '--'
:for,;

'•something s better." ?7 V 7\u25a07 \u25a0

"• '''? -jS \
E^."Can fa tfellow^everiget ';used

•
to;such •

': things,"? such £<llrt•'and -.vileness ,'as xwe •

:saw «and
'rslept trtlh last night,-as* I\u25a0:

THE
current agitation against the

tramp and against any municipal

condition which tends to propa-
gate him conducted by the re-

form element of all the larger eastern

cities will no doubt shortly result In

the entire eradication of the derelict's
chief consorting ground, the dirty,
dasgerons 10 cent lodging house of
the slums and the tenderloin, which
In his own peculiar argot he knows as
the "kip" or "flop."

The rooetlng tree of the vagabond

must go, cry these reformers, and go

it will, most likely, for, these hard

hearted agitators evidently mean busi-
ness. Flabby American sympathy and
sentiment, which heretofore have al-
ways been too ready, to open their arms

and purse strings to anything that
limped or whined or had a horror tale

to tell, seem at last to be developing

a spinal column. Even erstwhile vaga-

bonds, now turned litterateurs, seem

to take an unholy zest in reminiscently

muck raking the vile old dormitories
\u25a0where they once cursed themselves to
sleep; selling their hideous memories
to the magazines and news sheets for

column space rates.

With the passing of the "kip." the

flock of broken winged crows whose
roosting tree it has been in

"
the con-

gested parts of the city they infest

will no doubt greatly diminish in num-

bers. The theory that If you make

a man pay 25 cents for a bed he will

earn it is undoubtedly sound. This
assumption will soon find at -least
experimental embodiment in municipal

statutes, after which, unless he wants

to sleep oat. the bum willhave to turn

workinsman.
DurlnK some years' sojourn with the

Bes"
of the nether world I

lented hundreds of* these
es all over the states, in-

namber along the western

in San o Francisco partlcu-

oo. am not averse to reel-

:e columns. of reminiscences
in the life In the 10 cent

for the consideration of
...-ice rates. Istill retain in

some measure the instinct of the under
worldling for "locating an easy find,"

as some of my former yegg associates

would put it.
About a year, previous to the local

earthquake Ifound myself one night

in the underworld of San Francisco, a

strange "bo," all but penniless, dead
tired from holding down fast freight

end passengers for the last few days on

a long beat from Portland. Icraved no

other boon from the gay western
metropolis that night tfcan a sheltered
and blanketed bunk In.which fy stow
my weary bones. Iknew that with'
the pittance Ihad Inmy pocket Icould
finnd such a bunk If directed toward
the proper section of the city. So I
asked the whereabouts of the old Bar~-

.bary coast, of which Ihad naturally

heard a great deal during my beating

about the country^ and having ascer-
tained Its location soon found what I

eought; for It Is always In the most
corrupt section of a city that the "kips"

are to be found, squatting there In pro-
fusion, because they house the wrecks
whom the tenderloin hare sucked dry

of vitalityand money; the \u25a0wrecks who
by some strange fascination remain for-

ever In the region where they have
been leached cf their possessions, sur-
rendering even the dregs of body and
sod to their vampire.

Ientered a Salvation Army barracks
said mission

*
squatting grotesquely

against the eastern Sank of Telegraph
hill, on Broadway as Iremember it.
It was early evening when Ientered
the place, but already the reading room
where the men gathered to await the
completion of the nightly religious ex-
ercises and the subsequent opening of

the bunkrooms was filled with a
motley group of outcasts.

Some were playing cards at tables
provided for that purpose, while others
made pretense at reading the old
papers, ever and anon letting their
eyes cruise across the top of the sheet
to size up come fellow waif that Inter-
ested them. . Inone corner, slightly re- :

moved from the others, as though In

silent assertion of caste, .a group of,
frowzy and rather; Illiterate socialists .
were gesticulating - over < some argu- ;
xnentatlva point of their creed. Little
groups ef stolid listeners ranged them-
selves about talkative individuals
whose conversation ever tended plain-

tively toward discussion as to why men,
cast thesisete* or are east Into this
mG?*t world ef failures, ef drifters and

"You want to cut this, don't you,
pair' he queried. "Well, just keep
close behind me and keep your eye
peeled when we get to the second land-
ing on the stairs. Iknow this dump,"
he ended ambiguously.
: As we .came

-
opposite .a ',small door

cut in the wall at the second landing,
the cripple j suddenly put his weight
against it, swung it open Inwardly and
lowered himself- by his \u25a0 arms into the
darkness -beyond. Ifollowed without
hesitation, found my feet touching- a
floor about three feet down,' and In a
moment had closed the door tight be-
hind: me. Ifound myself, after be-
coming accustomed to the darkness, in
a passageway leading down Into the
coal :bunkers at the rear of the build-
ing. Here my crippled friend :and

'
I

remained and smoked away the long
hour of the service beyond the pe-
tition In the basement, the crippled
man occasionally breaking into a rich,
low accompaniment of some familiar
song the' Impressed army was voicing,
until we heard the line of men come
marching iup the stairs \u25a0'; again. We
joined them as we had left their ranks
an hour previous, timing our . entry
well Into- the middle of the

*
file- and

climbed to the loft, where the bedrooms
were

~ now open and \u25a0 ready {or•' occu-
pancy. Our :little; escapade had put
me |Into «exceeding good humor, asd X
was .'.wide':awake despite •

the s oreness
in my bone;, observant of every move-
ment and development" about me.

There was •a tremendous,' good - na-
tured rush for the beds, a stampede of
unkempt men for the best blankets, tor
lower bunks, where vthe atmosphere
would be a little

'
less ,heated and • fetid

as I- the . night wore - on, ,arid (-\u25a0 for > • the
bunk* near windows, though why these
latter should:: have'. been ,chosen is a
puzzle'to me,:because the windows of
these barracks

'
are^:seldom; . If• ever

permitted open, on account ofthe prav-
alence '; of :\u25a0- throat < and lung * trouble
among their habitues. .In1a few :min-
utes, Wtm "so many

-
crows, '» weiwtfe

"I don't think Ihave been stung
half a dozen times since Ihave been
in-'thie business in regard to the men
Ipass .to the free ward," the clerk
boasted when " I"commented on his
judgment a little later. He had been

this barracks for over three years
and had passed judgment on at least
a score of charity seekers every night
during that period.

At 8 o'clock a bell sharply jangled
Its summons. One of army cap-
tains .made his appearance to guide
the men to the 'assembly room, two
floors below. With* much low grum-
bling'and profane muttering, slack
footed -and hesitant, the men stopped

.their games and discussions to file in
a long line down the stairs, led by a
captain in uniform, the rear being
brought up by a sergeant. Just ahead
of me* in -the line the cripple inched
along on his hands with queer; little
jumps, saying caustic things about re-
ligion. He looked up at me with a
strange smile, that was hardly a smile
so distorted was it, and asked "me in
a low voice ifIwanted to get out of
going to the exercises.

of criminals. Here
-

and there apart

sat some lonely'waif, unable or unwill-
ing even temporarily to put himself
on a level with his fellows in misfor-
tune. And through these shifting
groups a distorted being, both legs
gone at the hips and the scars of fire
horribly red across his features, made
his way restlessly about the floor on
his hands, cursing at one who got In
his way or good naturedly chaffing an-
other whom he knew, just as the whim
seized him. Unreal and exotic hs some
subterranean chamber peopled. by Hag-
gardlan creatures the place seemed to
me; and. Indeed, it was quite another
world from that in which Ihad moved
before Ihad made my way down into
these caverns of men Jarred loose.
Ihad paid 10 cents for the right to

a bed In the barracks, a steaming big
cup of black coffee, and compulsory
attendance at the religious meeting

which was soon to be called In the
basement of the hall. Ihad secured
my bed check, had -drained the coffee
from the cup, and now sat waiting
the compulsory part of the program.
One could renounce either the bed or
the coffee, or both, but the dose of
religion one must take. It was best
to take it good naturedly, so Iwaited
patiently the appointed time, watching
the grim show about me.

Occasionally some bum would enter
from the street, shamble up to the
office desk, near which Ihad pre-
empted a chair, and in an apologetic

monotone whisper his plea for charity

to. the hawk-eyed clerk. Some of them,

fajcers. readily recognized as such by
the Young man to whom they appealed,
were sent away with a gruff ulti-
matum; others, carefully appraised In
the twinkling of an eye. were given
bed checks on .Uhe cheapest ward of
the barracks, where they would pres-
ently be permitted to roll up in a
single blanket on the floor to find rest
as best they might. - It is almost un-
canny the -\u25a0way in \u25a0which these clerks
of the "kips" can size up the men
with whom they,have to deal. They
rarely make a mistake, and-pride them-
selves on their almost unnatural in-
sight. :-\u25a0*_;•;: *?^J*r.
The. Wise, Wise

#
Clerk

endured the: night ;before?
•••

Idon't
think Icould ever get used to it. You
come -with" me,", he added impulsively,
"and- I*ll ŝhow: you a place to sleep.
Out Inon*iof.our. big.ihalf open mows
up on the -

ranch !.where- -the
-
fresh al-

-
falfa is. piled under ;:shelter; where .a
fellow 'can- roll:up; In*his .blanket . In
a soft, green bed, where he can smell
the dryIng.flowers and hear the crick-
ets; chirping

'
right:- underneath 'his

head. ,:Tou "come ;with
"
me I". And then.,

he- remembered his condition and bis
inability to make good his invitation.
walking away ashamed and forlorn.

He Is a' type* of; those who do not'
fit;to- the sordid -setting of the "kip
house," but who. -by the -hundreds, find
shelter jin. these

-
cheap Ilodging houses

from* time: to time, *
sometimes for a

day.; and* again, for ;a 'week,' it;may be;
one "of• the Voccaslonals' who • drift for
a- space: through^ the "tides 'of the un-
der, world, having.temporarily lost their
balance, out of kilter with their sur-
roundings—real outcasts. ;; \u25a0

But 'most; of those .whom the '- sieve
catches 'are Quickly molded to.fit \u25a0 their .
sordid surroundings. Here fraternize
theVconflnned ";bum, \ the > professional

somewhere near 30,000 per night: la
Chicago the number runs close to 20,000,
because Chicago Is a good "kip,town."
while 1in.San Francisco and the cross
bay. cities, fully 5.00Cmen at th« pres-
ent time of financial stringency resort
to these sleeping dumps.

-
The tempta-

tion which such human material, all
too willingto sell Its birthright to any
bidder, offers 'to -corrupt municipality
rulers is evident.

'
That such material

is;bought wholesale is an undisputed
and readily ,proven fact, known to all
those .Interested in city politics. This
Is one of the prime reasons for the agi-
tation, of 'the reformers against such
propagating grounds and consorting
pens of vagabonds as the "kip"houses
afford. Under present conditions 10
cents is too little to pay for any bed.
these reformers contend; the man who
pays that amount and continues to b»
satisfied with such a bed is. to express
it'conservatively, an undesirable citi-
zen, at the best— a contaminating, vote
selling, disease spreading element of
which an ambitious and careful society
must rid itself,of at once.

A word, about the individual stalls,
the private rooms, of these lodgings.
They are invariably little wooden boxeasome six or seven feet in each dimen-sion, roofed over with fine wire mesh
so. that the safety of the guest and his
valuables, clothes, etc.. are insured,
thereby making it possible for ths
lodger to have the added comfort of
disrobing, a very unwise thing to do ta
the unprotected general dormitories
whose bunks are not protected by walls
and wire netting. These stalls cost
from 15 to "25 cents, and are usually
occupied only by those occasionals whc
drift into the undertow for a day o»
two; who have >ome money and som«
article of clothing or other matter ta
their possession that they value. Either
this or they are too exclusive evta ia
their fallen estate* to come into too
close. contact with the mass of palsied
has beans to whom that estate has b«*
come a matter of course.

The depositing of one's valuable*
with the clerk often 'dsveloos ludi-
crous episodes. Ihave known .somt


