
The Junior Call, Saturday, October 17; 1908!

VACATION STORIES AND PRIZE WINNERS
The Junior, Call wants Uie best

story you can write from United
States* history in your own lan*
pnacre. The story must be plainly

written on one. side of the paper
only, and must contain not more
than 300 words nor less than 200.

Only one story is desired from
each contributor in this contest,
bnt it Is desired that each story
shall be carefully /written, and
especial attention given to jneat-
ness, pen man-ship, punctuation
and grammar.

Choose your own subject, pro-
vided it is a true incident of
United States^ history; for in-
stance, tell the story of Washing-
ton's winter at ValleyForge, or of
Arnold's treason,' or aihy other
fctory that you prefer. These two
are cited merely, as illustrations.

There is not the slightest neces-
sity for haste in the history con-
test, because many vacation
stories now on hand willbe pub-
lished before publication of the
history stories begins; therefore,
lake plenty of time and write a
good story, addressing it to The
Junior Call, Call building, Sao
Francisco.

On tbe first line write your sub-
ject; on tbe next line, beginning
an inch from the left hand mar-
gin, your name, ase and address,
and, if you are in school, your
school and grade. Another very
important point Is that each story
must be marked with the number
of words which it contains; write
this number in the npper left
hand corner of the first page.

As In the vacation contest, six
watchrs will be awarded each
week for the six best stories pub-
lished.

Do not send in any more vaca-
tion letters. Send inyour history'
story whenever yon have it com-
pleted to the best of your ability.

IN
late years so.much has been writ-
ten by" people who .think /.they

know something* about children
and their :ability to, {govern V.them-'

"selves that 1-thought it would' be well
to write a few; words .for.The Junior
Call on- this subject. .\u25a0.''•'

Inimy opinion .no school, however
small or large, can run itself, for in
the. nature of things children can not
judge' of 'the seriousness of'offenses ;or
the manner and method of punishrhfenL's
It:sounds -\u2666well :;to . hear . a
boast* that .his .school; runs :itself, =a.nd.
that the discipline -is no 'trouble to 'him,

.or his teachers. \u25a0 One'.visititoithe school

would convince you that his \u25a0. statement •

is correct, for tho school 'shows that
both 'order and instruction are , far"be-
low,the average of what they should be.
. -Children -soon find-; out- the lax* and

indifferent teacher, .and/ they, do not,

as a '.r'tile,"' even, respect "her.; when, in
.their' Immature life Valuable^ time' is
wasted i'and :in after years • they look
back ; with a feeling ..of disgust' 1 aqd

even 111 wilhtoward such a teacher." .
Pupils like'lorder.and discipline, and

.under proper guidance; a^form- of self-
government-may., be worked" out;with'
great- success, due ,'entirely to , the

"
per-.;

sonallty. of the teachers.:;: ., TTo;oo; much
9an riot.be; said or,too' "much stress .can
not be laid 'upon the" personal s[de{ of
a good. faithful teacher.' '\u25a0 Say what you
:will;rail order- / and '/.'self-government
which are lasting must be developed
'and .'perfected -by'1tho patient and: faith-",

'fui'wbrkof the teacher. \u25a0\u0084- ."'
'-.'\u25a0 Some'ttime ago ;In Alameda, an .elaßo- ;
\u25a0rate V-plan was 'formulated/by, an;en-

thusia^stic principal ;.wh6;" thought'Jhe
had » found \u25a0>'' a .correct '»scheme \u25a0^ for; the:
self-government" of'^ his \u25a0

• school." ;Of;
course,, it is "needless 'to- say}^that

;
the ;

\u25a0plan did .not -work, and' as-, far as ;I:

Gritinmar School
By Cecil \\V. Mttriik,. Principal -"Crocker

YARDDBILLOF PUPILS OF CROCKEB SCHOOL
know no such plan .is now in: exist-
ence In our sister^city across the bay."

the :;Crocker';; school of our^ city,

Where 950 children meet daityT.ftllabove :
the ? fifth'graded many rproblems tarlse ;
each •dayj which vcall"\u25a0\u25a0 for :a* wise t jud«-':
mentVon;the"partrOf itheteacher,\pupil!
and principal.

-
cHlldren /desire '*. to ;be

treated v fairly, "and: they are \jkeen:
judges of a fair -and •impartial trial-for
offenses;;^' :."-.. ;-[~* ;-?\u25a0\u25a0;>-'• :~':.*y.- r

-
.•'* '\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0'' l-'r>'^-~

;;,In /experience of a fifth
(

grade where aboyihad'commlttedtsome,
infraction %of ,-\u25a0 the^rules iitibecame 1my
djUtyitojact \in;theijca'se:^?- The iteacher,"'
whoJlfltvery\wlse>inJdeallrig3,withTchll-1
dren,'Jiad;the' class* fix!theipu,nishmenC
It;was surely.;,veryj interesting^ to':hearJ
the vvarious >methods \u25a0\u25a0andr-, plans).' sugT:
gestedjbyj. the]pupils:*; -I was. surprised:
atUhe; Judgment? of

-
the fchildren.' ;AThe:

,offender's jbrother ' said"- that
'
he 'should

•'receive t-four.^ strokes 1of «the 7.strap on
'

each hand. <:>AfterJ some; discussion ;the?
•best jmethod.'sugges ted Vwaswto-;keep 'a*;

record^ of;-the" joffender' for ;the^re 7A
imaindeV jof;;the • termi'r arid;if.!.no .fur-^"•theri trouble .% arose excuse"; this \u25a0-of-

After,;all l*the teacher was the";
ofs'the punishment. . .- .

;- Schools government, \as ;far;as .it.goes X
pupils,^ is absolute Jmon-;:

,archy. '^-ITheyj'are ?just jas jmiichjsubject *
jtoltheiord^rlpfSthelrAteacher.^wlthout*?
;ariylyoicegas Sthe| most

*
ab ject|subJectiJ

;of Kgltrlp.libyTjury,.ho 'appea.l^3
;lngjto^a>;hlgheri tribunal-— allJriiust'sbefe;
\subject itojone^wlll^^This in the nature ?
tofjtHe fcase} must -be/ and happy ilslthati
*childlwho!ha9ja noble, loving.and^sym^S
'jpathetic^teacher. 1

-
:'"

'' * .
'

»•:It^isf6urvsacred !duty;to'make.-chll-

dren happy^r^Let their cup of Joy be

filled^to.overflowing, jfor.ere this
cupXwlll b̂e to oneVof» sorrow.
We~inavel In;a",degree fhad self-govern-
ment; Inlour llttle\improvement rclubs,
and 4some c:of. •the .'classes ;;have . \u25a0had
marked .success. ,'\u25a0 Self -control, of which
I;deslrettoVspeak '.ln brief;article,
is jln>the iorganization iof 'drilling clubs
In^each'class.

.The ;plan 'is to have' a captain, who
has 'been" instructed \u25a0;in :glvinar :'.cfom-
mands.*.

- The";class :ls then taken to*the
yard;iand-J there Tdrilled "entirely,alone
by the Captain.* ',Yoii.would be'surprised
to see \u25a0 the

'
results land wqrk

<Jone -by all;^the*child1ren/^•;^.This; develops
Class; pride, school \pride' arid,' above^alK'
self-control.*'::It'lsa pleasure. to see the
competitive drills ahd true school spirit
shown^':

' > '
:j \u25a0\u25a0:

'
-\u25a0• -.-.- ;

EXPERIMENTS IN SELF-GOVERNMENT IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

poor; wnen he's got any money he.
buys more lots with it." V.-

Wild blackberries grew In the emp /

lots and I,had a great deal of tan
picking them. We had a lot of fun
wadlngiln Lake Washington and tooK
trips to Green lake and Woodland
park. We stayed up there & month
and got back to Fruitvale just in time
for,school the 3d of August. .
Iam a Missouri boy and have hacl

long rides on trains, but.Ilike the trips

over mountains the best. v,:_ \u25a0 .-
Father promised us a trip to -Rem>

and Virginia City next year.

Sultana. Tulare County. Sultana Gram-. mar School, Sixth Grade.
Age 14 Yean

-
Ispent my vacation

'
in the Sierra

Nevada mountains. We were camped in
the heart of a great pine forest belons-
lngto the government.

Our camp; was ;situated on a hillalda
overlooking a sawmill. It was Inter-
esting to watch the great saws make
the pine trees into lumber. The tree*
after being cut down and sawed up Into
the lengths they want by. men in the
woods are hauled In by.oxen and hof ses
Iwent up in the woods and watched

the oxen work. The oxen get the logs,
out of the woods into the "chutes," and
the horses take them on into the mill.
There were 10 oxen hitched together.
They are harnessed only by yokes
around their necks, .the chains being:
fastened to those, then fastened on tha
log?.
Ifound great sport in climbing tho

mountains looking for pine nuts and
mountain gum. also for wild gooseber-
ries. Iwent fishing for fountain trout.
We took our -lunch along with us and
at noon we ate under a pine tree near
a spring.

We were only four miles from tho
General Grant national park. It Is a
wonderful sight forany one to see those
great giant trees. , .
I.took my kodak along and got some

fine,views.
ButIhad to bring my pleasant vaca-

tion to a close and return to school and
study.

VERA CRAWFORD.

VACATION PLEASURES
GEORGE ROEIIMER.

Maxirell. <?*!. MamWell School, BUKhthi
Grade. A>fe,12 Years

Last summer Ispent my vacation at
Fouts -Springs. It is a pretty resort
in the western part of Colusa county.
The hotel and cottages are all new.
having been built three years ago.
Across the street from the hotelis a
beautiful lawn, which is very well
kept. There Is a large dancehall. and
the people dance nearly every night. I
never dance any. because Ido not know
how. Behind the dancehall Is a tennis
court and a croquet ground. \u25a0• In the
morning after 4 o'clock one can «co
them playing tennis and croquet. Idirt
not play croquet very much, as Idid
not have any chance. 1 did not play
tennis at all. „

- .
Ihad a great deal of fun.bathing

and swimming in the creek. Ialso
fished a great deal. Once Icaught *
great big trout. He .pulled so ham
that Icould hardly .land him. I.took
him with me and made a good meal or
him. Iwent fishing again, and :as I
was walkingalong the creek I.feu »n-
Idropped my pole and line and got out.
Then Itook a stick and pulled ray pole
and line to the shore.. I-went up to
the hotel as quickly as Icould and
changed my clothes. Two days after
Iwent home, because Ihad to go to
school. . .-

VACATION IN MOUNTAIN^

PAUL ALLEN* BIVUBA
Snltana, Sultana School, ]Ser»ntn

'Grade. Ase 13 Years » ts^T
On Tuesday, August '4, 190*/^I»V

mother and Istarted for Santa Cruz'
and arrived there August 5. Mycousin
and a friend from Sultana met us at
the train.

The next day we found a room in
Spruce street not very far from ;the
-beach, where Iwent most every .day
'In the week and always on Sunday.. They told me that Imust not go In
swimming for a week.' Ithought that
it would be pleasant swimming in the
warm water, but Ifound the water
like Ice. i

After Ihad been in the surf a few
times Ienjoyed It.-but Igot ducked
many times and many other people, too.
Ioften went swimming In the plunge,
where the water was warm.

There are two slides in the plunge
which X enjoyed slidingdown: one slide
is short and the other is long, sloping
from the top of \u25a0> the building, with a
raise in the middle. XI first Iwas
afraid to go down the*big one. but at
last Igot enough courage to go down.

*The first time Iwent down Iheld -to
the sides, but when Igot to the middla
It -was so steep that Ihad to turn
loose.

Every afternoon that Iwas not inswimming Ispent my time at the-Casino, riding the scenic railway or on
the'pleasure boats. ItIs a great deal

'ofv fun 'riding *the scenic railway; it
goe3 up and down at a rapid pace.

My cousin and Igot acquainted witha man who owned an auto and one
day he took us to the bl* trees, which
we enjoyed very much. ;There are
some very large'trees there.' and one Is
over 2,000 years old.

AT SANTA CRUZ

San Gregorio. Here we ate our lunch,but
soon were on our way, \u25a0 for Pescadero
v/as a good ways off. After a dry and
hot \u25a0 walk we reached ,s Pescadero at
nightfall.; By good 'luck, we found, a
favorable camping; ground on a'bank of
a creek. We ateiadry supper; for I,
for one, wad *very -: tired. •.Next• morn-
ing Ifound, -to my,- dismay..that my
brother's face was" so

~ swollen; -from
poison oak that hewas blind." *SO Fled
him to the doctor, who "asked us how
he got it,but we didn't know, but'? He
must have slept iri it,:for it wassailover his body. ~

He. gave us a prescription
that: he said would cure -him';by that
night. But by hlghtshe.was.as bad aa
ever, so Ipacked • up,;arid ,we vwerit' to
the hot|Sl, t^here. we g6t a room.; '^ext
morning we took. the stage to Redwood
City,,where we took,;the train to,San
Francisco. - So ends the eventful tale of
the hike to Santa Cruz; .

fAWARfiED*A WATCH|
\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666'i» \u2666 » »» \u2666 \u2666\u2666\u2666^

A VACATION TRIP ;
RUTH HALL; \u25a0

"

• 31as«ell» ("nl. Age^l-I Years ,
On July 15, 190S, about 5 o'clock in

the afternoon, we left our home in
Maxwell for a summer vacation in. the
beautiful Coast Range mountains.. We
drove two trusty horses- to a wagon,1

which, was well loaded with provisions
and bedding. We traveled in the' cool
ef.the evening until it was too dark to
see tile roads, then we pitched our. terit-
for the night. '

; . :. I=''-
.At. about \u25a0 4 o'clock

'oriv the morning
of the 18th we were wide awake, ready
for 'our breakfast and anxious to >be
on.the road again. At about 6 o'clock
breakfast- was over, -. thp, stakes all
pulled and we were on!Our way. again
to my grandfather's beautiful mountain
home, which is called the "6ky. ranch."

We arrived at our oestinatiori !at
about'lo o'clock in the;forenqon. While
we were very tired traveling over the-
mountain roada,- the "scenery, .was so
beautiful that it was; well worth thetrip. . •

Having pitched our tent and fixed our
eairip in the most comfortable manner
possible for an outdoor Outing, we were
ready, after'a few hours' rest/ for a
plunge in tile. clear :stream "that
winds its way through the beautiful
valley about a half mile from our
camping grounds. \u25a0._\u25a0 In order to tramp
over the mountains and get the

'
best

out of our mountain vacation, we girls
wore Mexican hats and overalls. Off
at a distance it was pretty hard to
tell but that wfi,were all boys.-

"After a couple of days', rest ,we put
the pack saddle on one of our horses^
shouldered our rifles, and, with'a can-
teen, of cold mountain water, struck
out on the trail over the mountain in
quest of dccc. It-was -a ,happy crowd'
of hunters, tired arid hungry, that came
strolling into cdmp.^bout 4 o'clock in
the evening, with a fine big buck
bound to each side of our faithfulpack animal. You may be sure thatpur supper of vgnlson was relishedby all.

With the delightful- trips; of hunt-ing and fishing and the pleasure ofplaying jokes otl each other the end
of our six weeks' vacation,came all
too soon. But the time having ar-
rived for going honifc we pulled up
our stakes and started for home',- withmanyhappy. thoughts of the pleasant
time we had spent in the -mountains
and promising ourselves as good atrip for the, coming year. ;-„.;

AT HOME ON THE RANCH
ROSA3IO.XD LAMB,;fi:«,,;„

Cranmore, Cnl. Salem Ulxtrltt School,
Seventh Grade. Age 12 Years

Most" of tis ;thiiiU";we can-enjoy durvacation better -it it is.: spent away
from horrie. Icould not go.awaj% so 'l
had to make my owii'good time. -.' '\u25a0

The first of July-a friend from Sacra-
mento tame to visit me. 1 decided, togive her as good a time as -Ir could.Every day:there is s'omo work thatmamma requires me to do,, and-*'Until
that is done.lcan not play. My friendhelped me, and we' were soon through;
then we were ready, to- taker a.'horse-
back rido. ... \u0084, ;;

My brother would bridle his pony,
nude; th*»n we botll would- get-' on hirii.
Dude will"go,anywhere :on the ranch,"
but when we took him on the road
there was one direction that --he, would
not .go. 'Wn-. thought \v<',: wo"uld \u25a0'make
him go. Krma pulled him'arid 1pushed;
but he would not budg*»,-; and coaxing
had no effect on- him, so :we returned
home.

-
.\u25a0 . '

\u25a0 ; •-;;.
. During the niiddle of the day it was
very warm; so we lay in-a hammock
under some orailge\ trees :anri read; :.

My homo is on -the. Sacramento river,
and near the house is a sandbar, where
the .water is only about five feet deep,
and is shaded by the trees pri the bank.
10. the afternoon -.-we" would don our
bathing suits and have the jolllest timeof, the day. Sometimes a boat would
pass: then we would have to cling to
our ropes, for the waves caused by.the
boat's wheel would daub over us, ;aridwe would say that they were the break-
ers. • - * , \u25a0.\u25a0-. .. : .•

-
. •\u25a0\u25a0:\u25a0\u25a0:.;,''.

In the evening my brother would
take us; for a ride in the surrey'/ or for
a row on the.river,:or we would remain
at home and have singing or;danclng.
Ifit was: too warm to be comfortable
indoors, we would siton.the lawn and
tell stories. -.' \ t*

We would
'
go to sep the men haul

hay, ,;\u25a0 shear /the- r sheep and.milk the
cows, '.which-, interested my"friend. 'j\J\u25a0'

Iwas sorry whenshe returned home,'
forj'l;had-enjo"yed the time^as much.aS
though!l-had gone away for.mytvaca-
tlon. rvr;; .-,\u25a0:'.-':- \u25a0 /., :

VISITING

ALBERT FLAHERTY,
OJema. :\u25a0\u25a0;- Garda< District School, Sixth
\u25a0"':,-'//. '\u25a0\u25a0' Grade. '-.. Age'-12 Years .:':\u25a0.'

.When school closed one of my friends
came -tospend part;of his .vacation .with"me, '-His. mother came:- with;him:*.He
stayed at -my^place for-three weeks.
We. did!not 'have; much fun at my house.
Whsri.he was going home; my mother
lefma go with him.

When *!'was" atsSausalito Ihad 'fine
fun: .'We played "hide and seek," "bat
the wieket'f and ball. : W :, \u25a0

'

jOn6,day \we » went-- fishing out lat the
ferry.;.There were lots of.fish and we
caught a*gpod many.".We* brought them
home arid liad them for dinner, next day.
We went* fishing a good many' times.

Once.a man;gave^u's'' two big crabs to
take ;home.' \ We '- took -;them :'home \u25a0 and
gav'e r them to Charlebois.t She
cooked them arid put,them-in the;eellar
because she did not want .them to,spoil.
3Nest!morning.1 she heard a noise In the
cellar, yiie got dressed arid went. to see
what:was wrong. She saw two boys
standing inJa field right by. ...'•' •\u25a0'\u25a0: .•

She>went ifito the cellar and saw the
crabs ,were gone. She asked the bdys
where. their father was. The boys knew
she tAvanted,to"tell-him that;they.' stole
the crabs, so they said she could

-
not

see him. She '.went into:the >barri
-
and

found their^father milking. "Youi* boys
stole my crabs." she said. The man was
astonished and said, "My-boys haven't
got up out of bed.yet.I',- "They're out in
the neld'and have the crabs under, their
anris.'\ "'\u25a0.\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0,'\u25a0•:_\u25a0:••\u25a0\u25a0."".' -": r .\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0; :\u25a0\u25a0. \u25a0 .'" .'\u25a0 \u25a0: r. The man went out and'saw the -boys
in the field. He told them to raise. their
arms. A crash dropped from.under each
boy's arm. The boys did not steal any
more. ; , i v^ k'

The ;next day I/went lo the .city jto
get a suit. Then we went to the park.
At the '\u25a0 park v we*'rode ori3the Shetland
ponies. Then 1 we went to the Chutes.
When we fgot;there we 'saw alligators,
snakes, bears, coons, .\u25a0- foxes,; camels,
monkeys, a seal and an elephant. When
Ifirst.went into the buildingIbecame
frightened. Ithought the animals would
get loose. The' monkeys are :'yery cun-
ning. .1saw one putting-a' baby :monkey
to sleep.'

-
We. went to,shoot, tlie chute*

once and then came. home. -•\u25a0 ::. ,';*v'.•>-*

A FISHING TRIP
ROY McKEXZIE,

Table Rock l'ostofllco. Seventh (irade.*
\u25a0 \u25a0" :\u25a0 :\u25a0\u25a0' \u25a0:•_... Age;13 Years

This summer during niy-Vacation my
Uncle Will and Ispent a few days fish-ing in Canyon creek, about five miles
Ironi otir hojne.r' :

We prepared for the trip one Satur-
day morning and then left for our camp
at 0 o'clock. When we arrived at the
old cabin wh^r« we;- were goirfg to
camp it.Was t:3O- o'clock.-" 1

j Alter eating our supper we thought
it time to -get a place to sleep. The
woodshed'- otfered vie best accommoda-
tion,' so •l:'made my bed Whilri uiiole
was Vgetting- ready for our trip down
the creek on the morrowV Iplaced
some cedar boughs in one corner' -and
then rolled up my coat for a pillow.

My bed made.. .l started out td'havesome sport- with the fly arid line be-
fore .night carrie On.

- .
•We went to", bed at 11. o'clock, but

being used to my Soft bed_at* home. 'I
Could not get' to sleep fof a long:tlrne.
At;.last 'I foil intOrartroubled^sieep
fr«sm which Iwas awakened by a slight
noise.

'
%.'-.-\u25a0 \ \u25a0\u25a0;•;;\u25a0'

-; '. \u25a0 \u0084;\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 ':r^'«';-
I. sat up and feachM :for my'rifle,

but -411 being still \u25a0. l^lay down again.'
Not being f able to go f to, sleep I're-
solved lo find the- cause 'of.the noise
that awakened m6 .. •\u25a0\u25a0.. :\u25a0'-.-. •

So l'got up, Ifta small piece of candle
find- explored the slied,' but foiind noth-
ing. Just as I'got back to my bed I
again heard ;.the; noise .right near. me.
Lifting lipmy'coat Isaw a largn rattlp-
snake under it. Grabbing my rifle just
its it turned to go I ŝhot it in the'head.
It had piglit rattles.arid a.button. -;/\u25a0'

-It was. now 'about: 4-rt'cJbck. in \u25a0 the
mnrriing.-ian"! Iwent "out and :sat by
the firp until Uncle Will got up. We
fished :all' that flay, and returned home
that evening, with.ss flsOi.- •

AT THE HOT; SPRINGS
v CARMEV UNIACIvE,

Sultana. 'Sultana School, Seventh
, Grade. Ajce 12 Years •

\u25a0 As Idid not go any place last sutn-
mer,-,1. will tell you.how Ispent thesummer of J 907. . ;. - .
.-; We went, to Deer Creek hot springs,
now known as California hot springs,
for my Httlp brother's health, as he
was a cripple. <

'
-.

- . . •-. ,
;,Our tent was .'pitched by the side ofa creek, -under \u25a0< the ; shade of ,some
greatoak trees. We;often went swlm-
ming'in,'thd creek. :'-;.->''s 'V .
/There were a good many -hot springs
lip -there, \u25a0 and. every -day some ilittle
girls and' myself tbok Na walk \oneof'the^hot sprlngsiand "drank a^cup of
the.hot.watnr. We then' went further
iffcto.thfe' hills arid gathered -ferns or
hunted "for.pine gum. We did not 'find
muchj.but,, then, it was lots, of fun
hunting. for It.?\u25a0 \u25a0

• ..We, often; to^fk long-walks' to. Pine

•Vlat; a .distance of.a;mile and a half.
Inquisitive cows sometimes chased us,
but?, we 'always Imanaged; to get,out of
the way= before they did' ug any
harm. ~ ; ;,.»./'"\u25a0 -
• One morning when my sister -got up
to,; make the biscuits^sho found a;frog
merrily.1swimming,around in the milk.
Another; time, .when- mailama, was,mak-
ing.; the :bed," there \u25a0 was a'black' spider
comfortably, curled, up"in"the .bed, fast
asleep 1. -;Once,; when * the :people 'right
next ; to us- opened .their potato sack,
lo!.-and.behold; • there was :a big rattle-
snake ;inside -the '\u25a0\u25a0 bag.*-' After*much con-
fusipn-^thei'thing ,was J kllled. It.had
done.

'no•;harm. . but \u25a0 everybody; Imag-
ined they- Had been rbitten if they dis-
covered, a :< scratch oh themselves -a
month- afterward. .";
fT
'
Every;night we had big;bonfires and

told,many, stories. ; '. \u25a0 -.-
After a few-more adventures with

frogs, .spiders and' tarantulas we all
_decided -to) go -home, and. you ;may be
assured' we were all glad to get home
safe and sound.

A DAY IN THE BIG BASIN
. LUCRETIA SMITH

80x. 813, Palo Altol Grammar 'School,
, - -

Eighth Grade. -Aged
' ' 15- Years '

This beautiful August morning we
had planned to take, a trip to the Big
Basiif^lt Is about 14 miles from Brook-dale,- where we. were spending, our va-
cation. :' :' ;\u25a0

'
: . -. '

•We .started out at about 8 o'clock <in
a tliree^ seated rig, with.four horses.
There -were eight in the party and we
had a .very jolly;crowd.

- , •
.Thef roads .were, very good, but in

places ilts.was prettyinarrow.- Looking
down pyou could fsee > the

-
tops ~of tho

tre^s "below, twhiflh looked very|pretty
with the sun shining on»their branches.
: We arrived in':,th^ basin just:aboutnoon, so we at« our lunch before start-

ing out to see the trees.
-
The meal was

served -in 'a . little log cabin, which
looked

'very picturesque among the
redwoods. \u25a0

"
\u25a0\u25a0

-. .-•-.<.•
.-\u25a0After lunch otif driver took us around
to see the most important trees.. The"Chieftain";;^ was the first one We vis-ited, it is a:grand old tree^and so tall
that we had, to.stand far back to see
the top. The next one was the "Daugh-
ter of;the Forest," it:is the stateliesttree I:ever.- saw; niany visitors like It
better than; any of the others. TheMother" -."and ""Father" of the forestare also huge trees, the -"Father" be-ing tbe largest tree in the basin. The((ueerlst tree of all \n the "Chimney," itwas .burned olitr One tfme,- but still
lives.: CtOing *fn«ide« you look up, andn.lthe very top, where you expect to see
the sky, you gee the green foliage.

As. we^ did riot -have much time l&ftwe went backtft the log cabin, where
w*iwailed until the horses were hitchedup. When all.was feady :we;gathered
our roats ahd all Ch<? articles ,w« had
and eot into the_\carriage fthd-started
for lirbokdale. \u25a0 We arrived there at 6o'clock r and sJuat Inv tlm« to.hear theaInner gong, which sounded very good
to us.' for although we had enjoyed
the trip we were glad to get home.

ON TAMALES BAY
JESSIE CROUCH, ;-:'-

Cnlixtoga. Callsloßn (irniumiir School.
\u25a0 Age 10 \Ctar<*

Dillon's beach is a camping place at
the mouth: of Tamales bay. L,ast stirn-mer ,When ;we .were there we wanted

:to igoflfihfn^.oh ;the bay.sowe hireda.boat. -Whfn.wft. gdt down- to the boat
{we?found; that: there wa«fOhly.orte oar.•Jt'Was such'a fine day that wd decided
to go anyway. There was a land bre6z4
when we started. There were jfotir ofus, Billy\u25a0••; fiiemaext, commonly • cafled
"Brother -Bni'V Carl Meyer, a;boy
from San Rafael, papa and J.. We went
out -Btlittle way and; dropped anchor.

..we got so interested, in the fishing;we did :not notice that a. sea *breeze
had dome .up.'Attet a while papa no-
ticed that the wind;had blown us quite
a- ways ;otit into the bay.: We took up
tho anchor and -trle'd' to>row to shore
wi(h-;the oneoar, but found It impos-
sible. \ Then w<>

-
decided r to'rblow;across

the bay. It took tis\ nearly ah hour. We
blew over near an Indian graveyard.
When we., got to land Billy wa's so
:
'
glad '.he -.could hardly wait for shallow
water;.' but; jumped' out and ':towed Mis
ashore. "Then we tied , tho anchor rope
to : the rowlocks "and Billyand Carl
towed the boat abouty two.miles Around
tothe.landing and papa steered it with
the oar. \u25a0'_:'' :,J--.:,J--. '..-. -;;.-:..-.- .\u25a0\u25a0" \u25a0 „\u25a0 ;. v.:.^

\u25a0Itell you we were pretty glad ;to
get :blck; to the». landing place.- Then
we got our Vfish and '..we'nt-.to camp.. We,"Were -.pretty \u25a0' tired ;when we^got
there.* Billy,said he .was nev«r going
oiit: in a boat again > with only one
oar, -but two or^three days later you

,could! have seen tho same old crowd
in :thfc same old boat on the same old

-bay/ trying to catch the same old
\u25a0;flsh,:".but if

-
you had looked closely'

you would Have, seen two oars instead
.of one. s

(
\u25a0».

A CAMPING TRIP
HAROLD GU2N*X,

415 ElnT-Street, >'npn. Central School,
I.oir.Fifth Grade. Ace 11;Years

*?This vacation' was the best one Iever
enjoyed and also >very exciting.>Iwent
on a Scamping' trip.; / It.was not very

far, blit;it was lots of fun. Three or
my \u25a0 friends were with:me. \u25a0. \u25a0' \u25a0.As;soon as we had put up "the tent
Roy said: "Come oft, fellows, let's,ex-
plore '\u25a0 the country* around here." C So
we all-set out' on an exploring trip. :

"Let's ;go iover, this way.";said Ned.
"My \u25a0 Uncle was up:this :way, and he
said there was a dandy swimming hole
over» here.", We .went and found' the
swimming hQla and it was a'dandy.
:- "Let's; go. in,'!Isaid, as soon as we
got there.

' We all were glad to jump
in for a little swim after,the hot walk
we had flnding.it.- After we had .been
bathing for about 10 minutes Roy was
seized with,a cramp and the rest of us
had to carry., him to land. He soon got
over it. *

:"We went home and made our supper
on a little camp stove and went to bed
at 9 o'clock, we got up at 6:30, had our
breakfast and went to an apple orchard
and? got:some apples. We were play-
ing in the. woods .when a man on horse-
back came up and asked us if we.would
like to have a ride on some mules.

"
We

said yes, of course:
.."Well, then, come along with me,". he

said. :We followed for about a quarter
of a mile, when he stopped In front of a
houseand told us he would, go and'get
the mules. When he brought them we
got on and began to ride. The man came
along with us.

'

.:My mule began to kick the first thing
and it was. hard to hang on. It soon
stopped kicking, whereupon Robert's
mule started to kick. Roy and Ned's
mules would kick up once in a while.
The man was laughing the whole time.
"We soon had to come home and go
back to, school, but we all said that it
was great fun while it lasted.

LARGEST FISH ;I CAUGHT

FLORENCE WSTO.t
1522 Harmon Street, South Berkeley.

Lincoln School, Eighth Grade. , \u25a0

Age 13 Year*
\u25a0I spent my- vacation visiting in the

east. Of course, our journey would not
be complete if we did not stop to visit
grandma; who lived withuncle and aunt
on a large farm in lowa.

We- arrived there one bright morning
in July. Brother and Ihad great fun
exploring the nooks and corners which
Were new to us since we were there
last. We were surprised to see twice as
many cattle and numerous fowls.of dif-
ferent kinds. The .harvest was ripe
with golden grain, and the fruit and
berries were .so tempting to tlook at
that we had fo go somewhere else to
keep from eating too much of. it.

At la3t we were called to dinner. And
such a- delicious dinner -it was. It
seemed rthat no one but grandma could
cook food so-pleasing to our appetites.
The fried chicken, strawberry shortcake
and ice cream were delicious. The pies
and other dainties were so' numerous
that we were, doubtful if we would be
able to taste them all. But we managed
to do so.

After,dinner Aunt Mary planned a
fishing trip, and we were told we could
go if we were very good. You may besure. we lost no time in helping with
the. work.

Early the next morning we took our
lunch and fishing poles and started out
for the Boons river. Itried many kinds
of bait and failed to t'ftteh any fish. At
last Ithought Iwould try a piece of
meat In a few moments Ifelt a nibble
on the, string and jerked the line up.
The line went back of me and fell on
the ground. And then Ifelt the pole
almost jerk away from me, and Ilooked
around, and there was a great big
brown and white dog trying to get the
meat off the string and had Kot the fish
hook fastened In his jaw. His' master,
who was along with'him but- was ahead
of him, had to come back and take it
out.- \u25a0

,\u25a0,
\u25a0 : .- \\u25a0. \u25a0 \~ \u25a0.

- ""
-.

.Although we had sifclra pleasant va-
cation we were glad to return home to
our dear. teachers and school books once
more. HJKRH9HKAtfHEHita9B£HBSStt&Ki

VACATION AT SEATTLE

PAUIi SCHMOOK.
Krnltriilr.Driver .School. Fourth Grade.. Aise 10^" Years .

The night'of the Ist of July mother,
sister Annie and 1 left the Oakland
mole : for Seattle. Father, who .is a
railroad man, got us a round trip pass
that was good for three months.
It was very hot that night going

through 'the Sacramento valley. The
next afternoon we saw "Mount Shasta,
When -wo came to \u25a0 Shasta Springs the
train '. stopped -for 10. minutes and
mother, got us some Shasta water. .
It didn't taste so" good as the soda

water you get'in bottles.
It took ;a long-time;to climb the

mountains and.Iwas* glad:to get to
Portland.

- - -
.-We arrived at Seattle on the night
of the 3d, where we met [my.aunt, and
went to her home near Lake Washing-
ton.

*

A good' night's sleep put me in fine
shape to enjoy the Fourth.
Ihad a dandy time that day shoot-

ing firecrackers,, but the best thing I
saw was the fireworks that night at
one of the parks." .
Isaw \u25a0 the eruption of Mount Vesu-

vius and it was grand. Iwished that
all my. school-, friends could have seen
it./My uncle1* Is'a* real;estate man, and
Istayed at his' office some- days. He
showed, me ,how :to« print real, estate
signs. "He -gave me a nickel for print-
ing five signs. . '

:
-

.
Ithought that was pretty scheap. but

he said. "A:real estate 'man, is always

CATALINA

ROY BROIVX
\\:tlon. Santa Catallna Island. Avnlon

School, Sixth Grade. Age
13 Years .

Iwas very glad when school was
over this year, for Iwas going to Cat-
alina for the holidays. Ithink itIs the
very best place to spend them. There
are so many things to see and so much
to do.

Coming across from San Pedro to
Avalon we saw a number of flying fish.
We got here about noon and Istarted
out to fish as soon as we got settled
and had lunch. Idid not catch much
the first day, but the next dayIcaught
some fine rock bass.
Ithink the trip in the glass bottom

boat to Moonstone beach was the best
of all. Ittook an hour each way. You
can look down- through the clear water,
anywhere from 20 to 120 feet, and see
the golden perch, blue perch, rock bass,
the shellfish, the -sea urchin and here
and there a large yellow tall, and lying
fiat on the sand and rocks on the bot-
tom of the ocean are the sea cucumber.
They are said to be the lowest form of
animal life in the ocean. They take
their food by absorption. We glide over
forests of kelp, from, -which iodide is
made, and the low growing sea heather,
with Is purple blossoms, which is
really not a flower at all, but a phos-
phorescent substance, which gathers
here and there on the plant The
scenery all along the way was beauti-
ful. We picked up some moonstones
and had them polished.

There are a great number of seals
around Catalina. There is one large
fellow in particular called- "Big Ben";
ho is quite a -jet; he is nine feet long
and has only me eye, the other a man
knocked out »t>m« years ago;because
he was stealing his fish. No one seems
to know how old he is. There Is one
man on the Island who has fed him oc-
casionally for 25 years. He comes into
the harbor every night; one night last
winter he came In quite late, and, as
there was no one there to feed him, he
barked till one of the fishermen got
up and fed him.

When Ifirst came to the island Icould not swim at all,, but the water
is so smooth and there are no breakers
that it is easy to learn; now Ican swim
and dive and row as well as any one.
We are going to stay here all winter.

IAWARDED A WATCHJ\u2666mmm««m»m<<» a

AN AUTOMOBILE TOUR
MARJOIUE NICKKRSOX.;;;,".*

2731 Bancroft Way, Berkeley. «\re
13 Years:.. ". <*\u25a0'' .

On a, beautiful morning in June a
party of six of us started from Berke-ley in our automobile to make a tour
of the south.

We journeyed to Del Monte the first
flay, passing /through the beautiful
Banta Clara valley and the ,historical
town of .San Juan. On approaching
this village we passed through \acres
and acres offsweet peas whose fra-
grance remained with us for miles.

On leaving San Juan we experienced
our first real mountain climbing, pass-
ing over the San Juan grade, which is
not nearly co bad as itMs said, to be.
We spent two days at Del Monte doing
the 17 mile drive and 'old Monterey; ?!

Leaving Dei Monte we motored
through the Salinas valley 'to Paso \
Robles.^ This valley is extremely windy
and can be traversed with comfort only
in the early morning. We found Paso •

Robles a rather doleful place, there
are so many invalids there.

-
Our route between iPaso Robles and

Piirno beach took us over our first real
mountain pass. We found the beach a
delightful place; went skating-,. played
*>uiiards, dug clams *

and tried eurf

marie: cinq-maus
213 Kinrrson Street, Palo Alto. Aged

15 Years
Some time ago Iwent with my father

to the Mojave, Indian reservation in
Mojave county, Ariz., about 18. miles
up the Colorado /Iver from the South-
ern Pacific railroad.

Five o'clock in the morning we
reached a little station calleo" West
End. After looking around • for .. a
while we spied the glimmer of a- camp
fire in the. river bottom. We walked
over to the camp and found our team-
ster had come down the.day before
with four mules and an army ambu-
lance to take us to the post. He was
making coffee.

After he had fed the mules and
hitched up we started through a sandy
trail on the river bottom for Fort
Mojave.' Itwas a long, hot ride, with
nothing to see but sand, mesquit
bushes and some Indian shacks.

Reaching Mojave, they told us we
were In great luck, as one of the sub-
chiefs had died the day before, and they
were going to hold.his funeral.
Iwas all excitement tillnight came.

We all went down to the Indian, camp
in the river bottom. When we reached
there it was dark and the glimmer of
the lights through the Brush, the shad-
ows cast by the tepees and moving
Indians . rather frightened me. vWe
went to the tent where the dead Indian
lay, end* Bitting around the body were
many Indians, all painted in streaks
Of black, white, f yellow and vermilion,
with feathers in their hair ana bear
claws around their necks. They were
singing, crying, .beating and shaking
tins filled with stones, making an awful
noise, which was to scare the bad spir-
its away. They then piled a stack of
wood six feet high, brought the body
out. placed it on the wood and set fire
to-it.- While it was burning they danced
around, -shouted,; yelled, sang, cried .and
threw the blankets, clothes, saddle, tent
and all.he owned on thfc fire. After it
had burned to ashes' thpy gave a wild
whoop, and, grabbing their, axes, they
rushed over to tho.bushes, where two
ponies were tied, cut them up jto eat
and. held a'.pow. wow. • •

They were so excited we started back
for the post, and in tile distance we
could hear them shouting.and singing,
till at last -we could only see the glim-
mer of their fires, and. Itell you,Iwas
glad to get back to the post.
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THE; WALK TO- SANTA CRUZ
ALFRED MATSO.V,

002 Clayton *Street^ .Snn Francisco.
Crocker School, BEighth Grade.

-.Age 14 Years-
'

Itwas early Saturday morning,' June
28, that my brother and Istarted on
the long walk to Santa Cruz. We took
the car to San-Mateo, from where\we
started on ,our-real -walking, trip. \u25a0 We
•reached; Redwood: by noon. . Here .we
had p,ur- lunch and after resting .we
started toward the mountains. We
walked about two hours, when he sud-
denly;came to the conclusion • that -we
'werO" lost, for there were hills on* all
sides of us. But .as I;had inotlced a
cowpath running t north' and; south I
suggested. following it. which".sugges-
tion was readily. accepted by my
brother. AAfter following this path for
about half an hour we came, to,a tiny
creek, wh,lch we both thought a favor-
able camping ground. Here wo made
our.coftee and ate our supper. 1:I-rolled
Into my blanket, but my brother wrote
inhis ;diary. Isoon :went ;to sleep

-
and

awoke at dawn. v-,, ' - * '. '
Iawoke". my, brother! and then made

coffee while:my -brother explored < the
surrounding country..- He came^ back
and* told that there was- airoad to the
south of us. After breakfast we struck
out along the

-
roadiand it4 was hard

walking, for*It.was all\upihill.v We
ate our. lunch;at a-place 'called Upehuf.
After,resting .a while we started again,
but it'was:easier now,,a« 11 was -down
hill. And now*we.came intolthe"red-
wood district,~where Our 'enormous Ibig
trees rear • their-black, ~

green %heads *to
blue California 1 skies. ;After
until.dunk- we,came \ to.the -little".town
of ;La Honda, "where -we decided •* to
camp for,the night., •• -.. \'[ I
l We' found a good camping ground un-
der two tall redwoods.,: .-•My.brother, and
Iwent *to;bed- early,.'for. we .wanted \ to
reach • Pescaderoithe next^night? ;-h ? \u25a0>\u25a0-

"At 1̂o'clock the next day; we were at
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1271 27 STXtanltttaff stories In the history

Icontest Juniors are requested to con-
form strictly to requirements In re-

gard to form, eta "Write about any
Incident In United States history that
you choose, but Itmust be Inyour own
language and must contain not more
than SOO words nor less than 200, and
must be written on one side of the
paper only, with Ink or soft black
pencil.

On the first line write your subject:
on the second Una, beginning an Inch
from the left hand margin, your name,
Age end address, and if you are In
school your school and grade. Write
the number of words contained In the
ctory In the upper left hand corner of
the first page. A great many con-
tributors In the vacation contest have
neglected this last requirement, and
the editor has not the time to count
the words Ineuch stories.
It Is understood that In awarding

prizes neatness, spelling, punctuation
and grammar are all taken Into con-
sideration.

This contest is open to San Fran-
cisco and California juniors between
the ages of 10 and 16 years, and' for
the six best stories published each
week The Junior Call awards as prizes
six handsome school watches.

For the younger Juniors, under 10
years of age, another contest is open,
particulars of which are given on the
fourth page today.

The watches awarded in this week's
contest will be mailed in a few days.
Ifyou are a winner and have not re-
ceived yours by next Saturday, let The
Junior Call know at once.

Ilntavla. .solano County. Pitts DistrictSchool, Seventh (iradcAce
\u25a0 15 Years/

'"
Pitts school closed the last week in

May, just at tHe beginning of the fruit
season. This is a busy time for the
boys \and girls In our locality, because-
every one, big and little, has to help
harvest the fruit. Iwonder how many
of our "city cousins" realize how hard
the country boys and girls have towork, during their spring vacations?
We start at 6 o'clock and work hard
all day, only stopping to eat lunch. The
fruit this year was plentiful, but in-
ferior in size, and cutters could hardly
make wages. Many got disgusted and
quit- after two or three days' work,
saying they "couldn't earn their salt."
Ihelped in my father's orchard; we
were over three weeks picking, cutting
and drying the fruit.
Iwas glad when we were through;
Ifelt as ifInever wanted to see anapricot again. ,

About this time a boy friend from
San Francisco came to spend vacation
with*me. Father gave us a pile of
wood to chop and said that. as Ihad.been deprived of any pleasure ddring
my holidays If we boys finished the
wood 'by a certain time we' cduld takethe horse and buggy, provisions -

and
blankets and camp out for'a few days
In the mountains near here. Ineed
not .tell you it did not take long to
finish up that wood pile.

Monday's sun rose bright and fair
and two boys did not have tO/foe called
to breakfast that morning.

We left home at 8 o'clock, reaching
our destination early in the afternoon.
We foun<} a suitable camping place
close to a sheep ranch, where we had
friends. Having made our horse com-
fortable we made preparations for thenight. Early next mornjng, rifles in
hand, we started out to see what- we
could find in the way of game. We
tramped all

'
over the mountains andonly.met. a few squirrels and rabbits.

'
The sheepmen had lost a number of

sheep from coyotes and we hoped to
kill one and secure the bounty, but thecoyote is A Blipoery creature and-plavs
"hide end seek" to his advantage. We
did not meet with any adventure, but
we did enjoy our few days* outing.,/,"-
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AN INDIAN FUNERAL

BERVARD FOXTAJS'A
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WORK BEFORE PLEASURE

IAWARDED A WATCH

bathing. After, two delightful days
spent here we proceeded to Santa' Ba-
rbara. Here we enjoyed the, bathing
and the"" Mission. The road between
Santa Barbara and Los Angeles leads
over, the. Casitas mountains;,- It is very
narrow and rough and the turns are
abrupt, but the scenery Is wildlybeau-
tiful.

In Los Angeles we went to all the
places ,of interest.' The most interest-
ing was the alligator farm. Here we
saw more than 500 live alligators of
all sizes from the monstrous ones, 130
years of age, to those a few weeks old.
Some were trained to shoot the chutes
and all would come at their keeper's
call.

We visited Riverside and Redlands,
but' it was growing hot. so we went
no ffcrther south. Returning to Los
Angeles we spent another week sight-
seeing, then began our Journey home-
ward. Arriving at Santa Barbara the
afternoon of July 3. we decided to stay
over for the celebration. From the
hotel we had a fine view of the deco-
rations, parade and fireworks. Then
we came on to Paso Robles, where we
had a sulphur bath and the following
day made the run home to Berkeley.

Our trip lasted three weeks; we cov-
ered 1.500 miles and enjoyed every min-
ute of the time.
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