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and get everything Iinto shape.”

As it was, he was better dressed than
nine out of ten of the commuters and
travelers who passed him, and showed
no sign of the condition of his pocket-
book, which was flat. In fact, he had
not a five cent plece to his name, hav-
ing tipped the sleeping car porter with
his last quarter.

“Hello, here it is 10 minutes to 9. I
thought I was getting hungry.” "

He started from a reverie brought
on by the pleasant sight of seeing oth-
er people going to work, not by worry
over his exchequer. Bless you, he had
not thought of that.

“I wonder where there a good
restaurant,” he rematrked to himself as
he looked over the motley array across
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DAY WITH A SLEEK DRONE OF THE HIVE
WHO EATS WITHOUT SWEATING HIS BROW

duown to the best little breakfast place
in town, Hgve it with me. I'm hungry
myself”—which he was not.

Five minutes later they were sitting
down to a perfect morning meal.

“Not so bad for a beginning,” thought
the young man, “but then, somehow,
one always eats.”

“Fine time to buy property here I
should think,” he remarked half an hour
later, as the chauffeur, under the direc-
tion of the sales manager, showed how

I look about the city a bit I'll be back.”

In the next hour they shot out to
the beach, Smith enjoying the fresh
air and exhilarating ride immensely.
He talked enthusiastically about the
machine whenever he remembered what
he was supposed to be doing, and, giv-
ing his address as the St. Francis, say-
ing to himself, “I'll be there tonight.”
He was dropped just before noon at the
real estate office, the manager there re-
celving the Impression that the sales

“Appy,” he found was also in the real
estate business and, sizing him up, for
the first time formed a plan of actlon,
the earlier movements of the day hav-
ing been the result of impulse.

Before 2:30 he had agreed to pur-
chase one of the best pieces of Market
street property for a neat figure, say-
ing to the real estate man that he
could consider the deal closed and
that he would make out a check of
$100 and send it down in the morning
to hold the option until he could wire
to have ‘the price forwarded. Then he
left the office and found the office of
“Appy.” It was just around the cor-
ner, as he had learned by an appar-
ently inadvertent question. “Appy's”
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APAN is g g speak Eng-
ish. Of t can be no
dout eve casual vis-
itor of that try., In fact,

the desire f Eng has become SO
strong as to be a t a craving, and
in some instances the Japanese rate
the extent of a man's general educa-
tion upon his English ability. This is
lJargely due to the fact that these
“quick to catch on people” have decided
that this is one of the first steps
necessary to get in line with the mod-
ern struggle for existence, or to get
near the top of the heap.

At the present time many of the
college graduates of recent years speak

y good English, while most young

1 of fair education have a smat-
tering to their credit; so, after adding
those who have been abroad, Japan

certainly contains more English speak-
than country not under the
English or American flags. Practically
every schoel in Japan save the lowest
grades includes English as one of the
important studies. Thus, as the days
g0 by, the number of young “Nippon
Jin,” &8s a Japanese is called at home,
who can haadle English or
for worse is going to rapidly increase.
At present English, as she is “Japped,”
is as a rule mnot half bad when the
great difference between the two
tongues is taken into account, though
many funny expressions are always
cropping ¢p. There being few if any
genders in Japanese makes one smile
when he hears a woman called it
for jnstance; again as "he"” or
“mister.” Plurals and such articles as
“a"” and “the” not found in the
Japanese language, which is another
cause for trouble in their use.

Aside from the public schools and
other institutions in which English is
one of the studies there are many
schools where English is the prime ob-
ject. In the big seaports such as Yoko-
bama, Kobe and Nagasaki, these will
be found, though the largest are in
Tokyo, where one, the “Seisoku eigo
gekko,” or correct English school, has
10,000 pupils. This school, which is a
private one, is no more remarkable than
is its owner, H. Saito. Mr, Saito is a
large man, over six feet tall, a native
of Sendal, in the north of Japan, and
though he has never been abroad he is
today perhaps the best authority on
English colloguialisms and grammar to
be found in Nippon. In the Seisoku
school the rudiments and grammar are
taught by Japanese instructors, while
the advanced students are given their
finishing tofches by English and Amer-
jcan instructors in conversation courses.
In fact, this is the rule throughout all
the schools in Japan; a foreigner prace

ers any

for better

or
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tically never teaches the grammar, only
free conversation.

This latter feature \s owing to the
scarcity of foreigners In Japan, it be-
ing naturally very difficult for the av-
erage young man to obtain; thus, while
he becomes fairly adept at reading and
writing English he as a rule can not
converse with much success,

Endeavoring to obtain what conver-
sation they can with foreigners leads
some of the most enterprising to grasp
any opportunity that presents itself
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for a chat and in some instances to
create opportunities. Thus young men
have been known to haunt the railway
stations, counting on finding some
stray Anglo-Saxon waliting for a train
who will be ‘approached and politely
asked where he is going and about
himself in general; or he will be asked
the difference between two English
words—in fact, anything to start a
conversation. Very often many are
soon out of their depth, having care-
fully studied out their opening address
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only to fall soon after the first volley
of monosyllabic discourse. If the for-
elgner can speak Japanese he can
come to the rescue if he wants to, but
otherwise the conversation will often
end as abruptly as it was commenced,
Thus any foreigner need never fear
of getting Into trouble over his igno-
rance of Japanese while traveling in
Japan. He will find young men every-
where who will be glad to gulde and
assist him simply for the opportunity
of speaking English with him. On
trains and the like one can hardly go
wrong In Japan providing he knows
where he wants to go; for if he will
but tell the name of his station to the
traintnen they will make it a point to
see that he gets there, even If they
have to drag him out of his sleep and
bundle him off. No other country's
people take a fraction of the interest
in a traveler that the Japanese do.

Thu$ it becomes quite a pleasure to

travel there. One thing that the Eng-
lish speaking visitor will be sorry to
hear is that the Japanese woman un-
fortunately does not speak English.
With all the charming qualities that
she is Invariably credited with by for-
eign writers, woman in Japan 4= rated
as considerably inferior to man, and
the world struggle and consequent ne-
ceseity for English is looked on as
quite beyond her sphere. Thus there 1s
not much effort made to teach the wom-
en conversational English, nor is there
much desire on their part to acquire it.
This fact does not appear to change as
time goes by. Much as Japanese de-
sire English for relations with the
outside nations and much as they use
it with foreigners in their own cou
try, there seems to be very little if
any llkelihood of English ever re-
placing Japanese for general ul‘ ‘in
Japan. g
Some years ago there was talk of
the government officially adopting our
system of Roman letters instead of the
idlographic characters such as are in
general use in Japan. However, the

' movement died out and there is now

no indication of any change taking
place for a long time, at least. Such
an authority on the two systems as Mr.
Saito says: “Such a change would up-
set all the traditions of the country
which are wrapped up in the Chinese
characters. The Japanese have bor-
rowed these characters from China and

.might In the same way be expected to

cast them off for a more modern sys-
tem, except for the fact that having
become accustomed to and after much
labor having learned some 65,000 of
them, they are in some ways very con-
venient. While as!for an alphabet, the
Japanese have a syllabary of 47 syl-
lables called kana, which serves the
purpose very well. Though far more
difficult to learn than an alphabet, the
idlographic characters have their good
points, and a somewhat similar case in
our own writing might be interesting

stood to be adopted. Which is more
eonvenient, 126, or one hundred and
deg. 15 min. 21 sec.,, or
seven degrees fifteen minutes twenty-
one seconds? Moreover, some of the
best English speakers and writers
among the Japanese, men who are very
famillar with our letters, say that to
read Japanese words written in Roman
letters comes rather hard to them. On
the other hand, were the Roman letters
adopted the Japanese language would
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become far easier for foreigners to ac-
quire, while they could then read the
literature and newspapers which are
at present quite beyond all but the
most advanced of foreign students.
Whatever ground there may be for an
anti-Japanese feeling in America or
other foreign countries, there is cer-
tainly no reason for such in Japan,
where the treatment of a foreigner as
a whole is better than he would get in
almost any other alien land.

Thus it is with surprise and indig-
nation that the more permanent for-
elgn resident continually reads in the
foreign press what martyrs he and his
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counts are generally writtem by those
who have only passed through the
country or by those who have never
been to Japan at all. The only legiti-
mate protest might be that there is
yet a considerable class in Japan who
can not be educated up to the fact
that one man’'s dollar {s as good as an-
other’'s. Thus a foreigner is openly

and with no bones made of it some-
times charged more than a Japanese,
The barber shqps of

but not often.

Tokyo, which shave and cut a Japa-
nese's halr for 15 sen, have a rule which
they will not break that a foreigner
must pay so‘un.

In their desire to hear a foreigner
talk and thus get the true accent first
hand young men will sometimes fol-
low two English speaking visitors for
some distance through the streets. The
visitors, misunderstanding the motive,
often think they are being shadowed
by spies and spread absurd reports on
leaving the country. The shops in
Japan have open frontg, and on one
occasion when shopping with a friend
in Nikko fully 50 students blocked the
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rence in all parts of Japan and no 1l
will is Intended at zll; only Intense In-
terest is manifested and If the for-
elgner shows displeasure the crowd
soon disperses.

There is no i1l fesling toward Ameri-
cans in Japan and they are treated
just the same as they were three years
ago; nor at any time was the least
animosity shown over events in Amer-
fea. As far as any desire for war with
the United States is concerned, to a
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resident this always seemed and atild
seems the last thing Japan wanta
While a great deal has always been
made out of the law which prevents an
alien owning property there it {s re-
duced almost to a technicality when it
is fully understood. Any one can lease
land anywhere in Japan for 999 years
and can then build any sort of a bulld-
ing he desires on the same. In leasing ;
for a period of over 20 years the taxeg
and all responsibilities fall upon the
lessee. For those who look further
than 1,000 years ahead we In Japan
would have to say “Shikata ga nai” or,
there is no help for it ;



