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The minister's wife in almost angelic
and is really a more important char-
acter In the development of the story
than is Gilbert. .The "affinity" problem
is handled in a novel way and one that
can not fail to interest all readers.

Gilbert's character is drawn from na-
ture. There is no strain on the credu-
lities inGilbert. He is the strong, sim-
ple man who can see only one right
way of livingand. can conceive of no

Ziy Will N. Harben. nuthor of "Mam* Linda,"
<-tc. Pul.lisUcJ by Harper & Brothers, Ney»
York. Price $1.00. \u0084;

Will X. Harben wisely stays in the
country which is so familiar to him
and sets "Gilbert Neal" rin Georgla.
In no other respect, though, is this
novel like his former work. Ifone can
imagine an Ibsen who does not require
deep study and who will not promote
rabid discussion, that, perhaps, is Mr.
Harben in "Gilbert Neal." The realism
of the book Is totally unexpected by
the reader, who knows the author from >

"Mam' Linda" and "Ann Boyd," for j
those strong and simple stories aro ut- j
terly unlike this tal« of forbidden love.

A married man, Gilbert Neat's pastor,
is In love with Gilbert's sister, a beau-
tiful, innocent and very young girl.

She has been worked upon most in-
sidiously. The minister Is ardent in
his religion and tells Lucille, the girl,;
that his wife is indifferent and unap- ,:
prpciative of hi* efforts In the church f
and in that way wins the interest/then}
the regard and finallythe love of Lu-'
cille. ;

"Giltr.rt Neal"

By Archibald Cary Coullilge. Harvard unl-
Tcr«lty. Published by the Macmillan com-
pany. New York. Price $2. .',':-?-;:

Itis now two years since Prof. Archi-
bald Cary Coolidge of Howard univer-
sity was called to Paris to deliver the
Harvard lectures for that" year on the
Hyde foundation at the Sorbonne. Pro-
fessor Coolidge chose as his subject
"The United States as a World Power"—

a subject which appealed strongly, to
the European critics. The lectures at-
tracted so much attention that the
author has developed and expanded
them in a volume .which is just pub-
lished. He is very modest about his
great work and thinks perhaps his title
is too ambitious, but he could not have
chos.-n one more felicitous.

The aim of the book is stated In the
following selection from his introduc-
tion: "It is a study of the part which
the United States plays in the great
drama of world politics

—
a part which

can not help being Important and which,
although impossible to prophesy about
in detail, yet is affected by circum-
sta»ices of geography and of national
character, of history and of tradition, of
economic and of social conditions sus-
ceptible of investigation."

In style. Professor Coolidge writes
more like a traveler and a student of
people and conditions than like a col-
lege professor. His work is strong and
forceful rather than scholarly and char-
acterized always by candor and impar-
tiality. ''• '\u25a0;.:£'&*:\u25a0

To an American wishing to know the
history and development of his country

as welV as the probable outcome of
mixed questions of the day, no book
can be recommended which willsatisfy

all demands as clearly and as 6anely as
this one. It is a book which should bo
in every reference library and willbe
a never ending source of satisfaction to
the reader.

No subject of any importance is
omitted, from the Monroe, doctrine to
the Japanese question, and all are han-
dled with the same ease and sanity.
Tiic chapters on the Spanish war and
the isthmian canal are particularly in-
teresting, so much information being

condensed into a small space.

"The United States as a World Power"

By .(Ascph Conrad, author of "Lord Jim."
"Youth." «>tc. Published by the McClure ;
rompsnj-. New York. . .-;.;

\u25a0 \u25a0 *\u25a0\u25a0-\u25a0\u25a0;

5O
perfect a gem of irony as this

little book by Joseph Conrad hns
not appeared in many a day, and
the most remarkable part ap-

pears to be its author, who has been
called "Anglo-Dutch," "Polish" and va-
rious other things. It Is known that
he was a sailor who taught himself
English from the bible andhis nation-
ality is still obscure.

This tale would have been called ex-
ceedingly clever ifIt had been written
by any one

'
to whom English was a

native tongue, but it Is little short of
\u25a0wonderful that such a feat could be ac-
complished by a foreigner.

The tale Is of the times of Napoleon.
Two of his officers quarrel with the
slightest and bllllest cause imaginable.
One Is Lieutenant Feraud and the other
Is Lieutenant d'Hubert. They do not
tell the!r friends the cause of their
quarrel and with each promotion It
seems necessary to meet on the "field
of honor." They fight valiantly all
through the wars, often side by side,
even saving each other's lives In the
unhappy retreat from Moscow; but be-
tween campaigns they manage to fight
a duel each time. D'Hubert was al-
v.ays advanced in rank ahead of Fe-
raud, so that Feraud would fus» and
fume until he was advanced so that he
would become eligible to fight.

When Xapoleon was finally sent to
6t. Helena. D'Hubert did not lose his
commission, but Feraud was exiled.
This exile only gave him more time to

I
think about his enemy and he still
longed for his life. The last meeting
Is graphically described and is
pure humor. The climax is al-
most ridiculous, but it ends the
strife forever, even though from
Feraud's point of view his honor
is never satisfied. If one line in the
book can be criticised it is the sen-
tence spoken by D'Huberfs wife when
ehe has Induced him to tell her the
whole story: "Mais, e'est insense

—
to

think what men are capable of:" It
Is superfluous for the reason has been
so plainly indicated throughout that it
weakens an otherwise almost perfect
example of irony. While the time has
gone by when flings at dueling are
needed, that fact dues not take away
from the pleasure of reading this de-
lightfulbook.

"The Point of Honor"

By Otto H. Baeher. Published by the Century
.company, N>w York. Price f4.

Otto H. Bacher, the American artist
and etclipr, spent some years studying
In Venire. One day in company with
some other art students he was cross-
ing: one of the bridges spanning the
grand canal and saw the American
consul with a "curious sallorlike
stranger" approaching.

\u25a0 "Boys," patd the ronsul, "let me in-
\roduce you to Mr. Whistler."'

''Whistler Is charmed," the great
painter remarked, as he ehook hands
\u25a0with the students. When Mr. Bacher's
turn came to grasp Whistler's hand the
consul said: "Mr.Whistler, this is the
boy who etches."

The friendship, "one of the best of

"With Whistler in Venice"

By Katherine Cecil Thurston. author of "TheMasQuerader," "Tlic Gambler." etc Puh-Mshed by Dodd. Me«4& Co.. New York.

Itmay be reprehensible to do any-
thing but condemn the lovely Isabel
Costello. heroine of Katherine Cecil
Thurston's novel, "The Fly on the
Wheel," but she is 50 appealing and so
more than charming that one can
scarcely blame Carey, married though
he is, for falling head over heels In
love with her.

The scene of the story is laid in
Waterford, a sir.ail town in Ireland,
laabel comes home from a few years'
Otay in a French convent, ready to
enjoy life. She has become engaged
during the last few weeks to Frank
Carey, a young man from her home
town, who is studying medicine in
Paris; but when she reaches Waterford
she finds that Frank has told his elder
brother and guardian all about it, and
there is no end of a row. The brother
Stephen realizes that Frank will not
give up Isabel (who is very poor) un-
less she breaks the engagement herself,
co he goes to see Isabel. After a
rather stormy scene she agrees to break
with Frank, but one feels that a ilot
of the excitement Is acting. She «eems
co taken with Stephen.

She and Stephen become mutually in-
fatuated and the story groes from bad
to worse till a crude and very badly
done tragedy closes the book. The best
ihings In the book are the excellent
character drawings. especially of
Father James Baron, a kindly old soul
who attempts to keep his friends out
of their difficulties. Mary Norris, the
vicious sister in law of Stephen
Carey, is well done too.

'
though it Is

difficult to admire even the work on
such an unpleasant person.

While this book is decidedly better
than the last few productions by Mrs.
Thurston it falls far short of the
earlier work by this author.

"The Fly en the Wheel"

excuse for leaving: the straight anfl nar-
row path. The other characters in the
book are exceptionally well drawn,
especially, the ne'er do . well brother
who, after being saved frbm^the peni-
tentiary by Glfbert, leads a. mysterious
life. One can not but rebel that so
much crookedness should prosper, but
It Is often true In real life. The love
of Gilbert's mother for the wayward

-
brother "is so natural and her criticism
of Gilbert bo unjust but so human.

The plot of the story is lively and
holds the Interest through every page.
The story develops strongly the dif-
ference, between pure and false love,
but with no lecturing on the part 'of j
the author. The story itself, apart
from the very Interesting psychological
question, is eminently satisfactory.

"Viva Mexico"
By Charles Micomb Flaudrau. Published by

D. Appleton & Co., New '.York. -
Price $1.25.

To begin with "Viva Mexico" -is the
best guide to Mexico that has come to
the hands of the .reviewer; and It is
not a guidebook 'at all.;It deals with
modern Mexico as the careful and ob-
servant traveler finds it,today. It fs a'
series of Impressions ofiMexican man-
ners and customs more like descrip-:
tlve .conversations— the iconversations:
of returned travelers fullof enthusiasm
about the country and the people.','

Bits of"the country :are described,
followed by an incident- of plantation
life, perhaps, or a storytell done with
a fine art and an excellent literary
quality. •;

The book would be^of really great
value to any one contemplating a trip;
to Mexico, for It describes entertain-
ingly and accurately, all:phases; of,life
encountered there. A very clear Idea
of the country itself and its" peo-
ple is gained, their government
and manner of life, their" treat-

"The Devir
By Ferenc Molnar. Adapted by OllTer Her-

ford.. Published by Mitchell Kennerly, New
York.

.On the supposition that "there's no
smoke, without a little fire," one must
conclude that Fereno Molnar's play
"The Devil" must have been clever in
the original./ Oliver Herford's adapta-
tion is heavy and clumsy and possesses
not a scrap of literary merit. The peo-
ple who have not seen the play, and
gain, their knowledge of -it from the
book! will wonder what on earth all
the fuss has been" about. The story of
the tempting of some {dull middle class
people from the narrow1

,paths of virtue
is extremely dull and for its interest
depends: entirely upon Its theatrical
management. The plot Is rather skill-
ful and the character of ''The Devil,"
Dr. Miller," requires fa practiced actor.
Only one'lncldent In the play Is worthy
of mention; that is the, devil's "weeping
satchel." In-this little.' satchel he car-
ries- everything necessary for arty one
who desires to have a "cry." :

When
one of!the women -he Is" tormenting: is
about to drop; lrfto tears' he opens th«
satchel, passes her a handkerchief, then
a hand- i?lass, powder box and puff and
comb.

-
: .)

"
Adventures of a Nice Young Man"
By A:I.X. Published by DuffleW & Co., New

York. Price $1.50. '_';

\u25a0',' Whoever a. I.X. raay.be, one can not
blame him"; for hiding his identity, un-
der initials.' The jbook .has no; adven-
tures and the young man is not nice.
The style, is -prosy and

'
tiresome and

has- not the charm :of the' Victorian
novel nor the :quaint philosophy and old
time -flavor of William J de- Morgan,
which.the publishers claim for it,The
"nice" young man of this story is In
pursuit of his uncle's "millions. He is

m, very mediocre young person, color-
less mentally and morally; utterly
commonplace. His adventures are best
described by the same adjectives. Sin
Is hinted at in a morbid sort of fashion,

but is left quite out. Women and
money are the only subjects and. the
only.adventures which interest the
author and the hero. The author stops
and tells the reader his own opinions
upon,' various subjects not always
apropos,- from the negro problem to
legal quibbles, not i» a way that
Thackeray or De Morgan .chats with the
rea"der,.but inconsistent and boresome
to a degree. ?Co ono not paid for, the
task would wade through the entire
407 pages, though the last part Is much
the best_of the. book; It is not badly
written, but is inexpressibly dull.

"A Week in the White House With Theodore

By William Bayard Hale. Published by G."P.
. \u25a0; Putnam'3 Sons,;New York. Price $1."5,.
How :it came" that Dr. Hale passed

a week^in the White Hou&e, and wheth-
er he was there as a guest or in a
reportorlaKcapacity

;is; not told In this
queer little book. If its descriptions
be true, and they read .as if,
they,: were," one has the .;most

'
min r

ute; description of \; presidential of-
ficial life

-
that has ever ,been

published.' :Of. "
course, the official

lifeof Mr."Roosevelt differs very widely,
from; that of any other- of: our presi-
dents, for he \u25a0 combines the Impetuosity
of Jackson,' the

"

humorous loquacity of
Lincoln; the military intuition of Grant
and- the :dogged persistence of Cleve-
land. He :Is mentally as many sided
as the entire senatorial . body— as one
reads .Dr. Hale'a description of him—
and. that :fact makes < the .book \u25a0; quaint
reading and ;well worth housing, in a
fisherman's 'pocket or one's traveling

bag. It also should find a place on the
shelves of a collector of Rooseveltiana,
but except in such company will live
an ephemeral existence.

"The Panther"
By Anne Warner.

'
Published l>y Small, May--

uaiu w in.. Hoston. Price $1.23.
Is itpossible that Anne Warner, who

wrote "Susan Clegs'- and "Seeing Eng-
land With Uncle John," has written
this tale of It sounds not
a, particle like her. but that does not
j'ecc-ssarlly condemn it entirely. The
horrible pictures are the first shock, for
they do not convey. the author's thought
in the least. \

'The tale is of. a woman who is at
first cold. She has never loved. Then
conies the man and lie tries to rou3e

her interest. The general growth of
her feeling for him is symbolized by
the panther, which is at first a flseting
shadow and which develops day by day
into' a little kitten, then larger and
larger until it is a huge panther. The
panther shows what is in her heart.
and in the climax he disappears after
tearing her heart from her bosom. The
Idea has not been carefully developed
and <th« writing Is strained and un-
na tural. '£ ."•' "\u25a0

"Insect Stories"
By Vernon Li, Kellojrg. author of "American

Insects," "Darwinism of Today," etc. Pub-
lished t>y Henry Holt & Co., New York.
Price 11150.

Happy is the child who was born
with a love for nature, and happiest
the young lover of nature who has been
intelligently taught as to the conditions
and habits of things animate and in-
animate.

Professor Kellogg of Stanford uni-
versity must, certainly in childhood
have belonged -to that happiest of the
happy .class, for only early training
could have developed in him his deli-
cate art of teaching the now generation,
of young nature lovers.

In his latest book we are given 13
very readable stories about California
Insects

—
stories that are not only charm-

ing for children's reading, but almost
equally so, for "grownups."
ItIs not a book of "nature faking."

but of cleverly told actual facts that
occurred under the eyes of himself,
and "Little Mary ," who seems to
be a triplicate maiden. N:v;;

The illustrations are unusually good
for a work of this character, and the
ensemble of print and pictures can be
recommended as a desirable present for
young naturalists.

New Books Briefly Noted
Stanton Davis Kirkham has spent

the better part of his life in the
great out of doors. As a result of
ti.at ii?timate communing with nature
he gave two notable contributions to
modern philosophic thought last yeav.
"The"Ministry of Beauty" and "Where
Dwells the Soul Serene." His essays
are those of a. naturalist and trained
observer presented to the reader with
literary charm and rare understand-
ing. Th« present volume, "In the
Open," contains 16 essays, covering all
sorts of out of door subjects. "Songs
of; the Woods," "Weeds," "The Ways of
the; Ant," "Autumn Studies," "Laugh-
ing Waters," are a "few of the titles,
and one can not be particularly recom-
mended as better than 'another. The
book is.lllustrated with some, interest-
ing photographs and is most artistically
printed jand bound. .!' (Paul Elder &Co.)•" *

« *.•
From the constant (one almost saya

chronic), app'earancc of "Lives'" of Mary
Baker G. Eddy^one concludes that some
people must be interested and wish to
read them." "The' latest one is by Sibyl
Wilbur, who is very evidently a strong
partisan -of the -'much talked of leader.
This .book contains the latest and. most
Important additions to, the literature of
Christian Science aside from the words
of Mrs. Eddy, and as such may be

'
of

value, to the followers -of that cult.
(Published by the Concord company.
New Tork.) • • •

James Otis .is Inaugurating • a new
series of books for boys to be called

"The Cruise of the Phoebe" Is the
first volume. This book treats of lob-
ster buying on the eastern coast, and
every detail of the cruise from
leaving Portland. Me., to the retura
from a hazardous coast is told in to*
book. In this book three boys take
the cruise fcr a summer vacation and
every day Is filled to overflowing with
adventurous excitement. Some out-
Bide adventures, not to be reckoned as
occurrences of every cruise, happen to
these boys, making the book doubly
Interesting to the young reader. (Dana
Estes & Co.; $1.50.)••• •

i

"The Minute Boys of Long Island,"
by James Otis. Is the latest book by
this author In his popular "Minute
Boys" series. This book covers tome

of the most important and exciting

events of the great revolutionary
\u25a0truggle. The first readlnr of the
declaration of Independence, the de-
struction of the king's statue In New
Tork. the defense of the town, the bat-
tle of Long Island, are all Included la
the. thrillingnarrative, which also con-
tains other authentic occurrences, such
as freeing 'prisoners from the prison
ships InGravesend bay, a part of the
Ne*r Tork story of '78 which has been
\u25a0lighted In other historical romances.
(Dana TZat«a & Co.; $1.25.)• •

\u25a0<
•. \u25a0• \u25a0.

**InPeanut Land" Is & book of verses
and pictures by Eva Dean. "Just
where It Is, Is 'not quite clear. Itmay-
be Tery far irom here and still It
may be very near." The animated pea-
nuts have all sorts and varieties of
adventures, but everything comes out
lightin the erd. (R. F. Fenno & Co.)

\u25a0' » • •
Children's holiday books are pouring

in; one captivating story with the al-
Nrlng title "The Muffin Shop" is sure
to hold a high place in the affections
cf the children. ItIs a verse book re-
counting the delights of the muffin
man and his shop situated In Pudding

lane. The much tried Jack and Jill.
the senatUve Miss Muffet, Mr. and Mrs.
Spratt, a study in contrasts, the son
of the piper and his spotted pig. and
many other inhabitants of Mother Goose
land visit the muffin shop and buy muf-
fins at a "penny each." The child i»
given *-esh and sparkling glimpses of
characters he already loves. The book
la by Louise Ayers Garnett, illus-
trated In color by Miss Hope Dunlap.
(Rand, McXally & Co.; $1.50.)

' . • • •
Laird & Lee have Just Issued "The

Little Masqueraders." an entertaining

and instructive booklet of patriotic
Jingles for the little folk, written by

Martha Spangler. ;Tiie book Is illus-
trated in colors and gives the striking

events of American history in a pic-
turesque and catchy style that will be
sure to Interest the little ones. Among
the incidents depicted are Pocahontas
and John Smith, Paul Reveres ride,
.landing of the Mayflower. Boston tea
party, declaration of Independence,
first American flag. Washington cross-
ing the Delaware, Lee's surrender to
Grant and Custer's last stand.• •

:,•%;
"Famous Cavalry Leaders." by

Charles H. L. Johnston, la a book which
willappeal to boys and adults alike. It
is exactly what its title says of it. and
its scope Is tremendous. Beginning

*vith "Attila. the Scourge of God." th«
book gives fine sketches of "Saladin."
•Chevalier Bayard." "Guslavus Adol-
phus," "Marshal N'ey." "Joachim Mu-
rat," "Phil Sberldan." "George Arm-
strong Caster" and many others.
Every one of the sketches In the
book fs interesting ami some of the
descriptions are thrilling. IJ Is a very

useful addition to a boy's historic li-
brary. (.U C. Page & Co., Boston.

"The Cathedrals anJ Churches o£
Northern Italy." by T. Francis Bum-
pus. Is the sixth of ;i series inaugu-

rated byL.C. Pa^e & Co. of Boston. If
the others are as valuable and interest-
ing as this volume, no more complete

set of books on church architecture can
.well be imagined. In his introductory
sketch of Italian church architecture

the author states that his purpose is
to present a guide to the principles
governing the growth of north Italian
churches generally and to describe the
distinguishing features" of the various
schools. The author's statements are
clear and the laymen willbe as deeply

interested as the art student in this
work. • • •

"Before Marriage" is the second book
of ?rond advice to be written by Mrs.
Adolphe Hoffman. This dainty little
volume is addressed by a Christian
mother to her son on the eve of his
marriage. It gives chaste advice to
both the prospective husband and his
bride, and its message will prove most
helpful in bringing happiness and per-
manence into the sacred relation upon
wiiicli they are about to enter. (The

Vir publishing company, Philadelphia.)

Books Received
"Th* Better Treasure." by Mary U. S. An-

drews. The Bobbs-Merrill cotnpauy. ladinuapolis.'
"The Mascot of Secret Briar Gulch." by Hen-

ry W. Phillips. Bobbs-JlerrlU company, la-
dianipoil*.

"The Ps*s?r By." by Prince Pierre Troubet-
zky. DoubUniay. Page Sc Co.. New York.

"Tte Letters of Jennie AUen to ll«r Friend.
Miss MuagroTe," by Grace Dun-worth. Small.
Maynarrt & Co.. Boston.

"Coi-rte Who?" by Maximilian Foster. Small.
Maynard & Co., Boston.

"The Gort of Clay." by H. C. Bailey. Brea-
tano's. New York.

"BUI, a Cheerful Dos." by Frederick White.
Moffatt. Yard & Co.. New lork.

••Drawings." by Howard Chandler Christy.
Moffatt. Yard & Co.. New York.

"Felice." by John Lather Lonj. Moffatt.
Yard & Co.. New York.

•When Mother Lets C» Cook." by Constancy

Juiinson. Moffatt. Yard fc Co.. New York.
"Wolf: The ilemolrs of a Cav»> Dweller." by

T. B. MoCord. B. W. Dodge & Co.. New York.
"The Story Life of Lincoln." by Warn-

WUlpple. The John C. White company. Boston.
"Th.- American Charities." by Aruoa F. War-

ner. Thomas X. Crowell & Co.. New York.
"TUe IVetfc OKI World." by L. U. Humphrey.

Henry Holt & Co.. New York.
"The EilCyKe," t>r George W. Loutttlt- Tne

Colonial press. Fort Wayne.
"Helen Grant. Graduate." by Amanda M.

Doucla*. I.otl<ro!>. t.w &. Shepard. Boston.
"Keep Vp Yoi-r Courage." by Mary A. Ayer.

Lothrot*. Lre & STiepartl. Boston.
,"A Fnllbepk Afloat," by A. T. Dudley.

Lothrojv Lee A Shepard. Boston.
••Deroti'y Iktlnry'a Gay Times." by Amy

Bro»fc*. LoJlirop. Lee & Shepartl. Boston.
"From Keel to Kite." by Isabel Uuralbrook.

Lothrop. Lee &. Shepard. Boston.

"
"The Business Venture Series," and

"The Point of Honor,*' by Joseph Conrad.
"The Fly on the Wheel," by Katherine Cecil

"With Whistler in Venice" by Otto H.Bacher.
"The United Stales as a World Power" by

Archibald Cary Coolidge.
"Gilbert Neal," by WillN.Harben.
"VivaMexico,"by Charles Macomb Flaudrau,

"The Devil," by Ferenc Molnar.
"Adventures of a A'ice Young Man," by A.

I.X.
"A Week in the White House With Theodore

Roosevelt,'' by William Bayard Hale.
"The Panther," by Anne Warner.

"Insect Stories," by Vcrnon L. Kellogg.
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my life." says the author, which be-
gan then ended only with Whistler's
death. Fascinating: and whimsical as
the .great genius was this feeling was
as sincere and strong on his part as on
the part of the author of these mem-
oirs.

How Whistler worked in Venice
—

and
lie worked early and late

—
how he

played; his achievements in pastels,
and oils, and lithographs; something of
the society of palntor-etchers. the re-
lation of Whistler and Hamerton, the
early states of some Venetian etchings,
and scores of anecdotes of the artist
and his life in Venice, go to make up
this delightful new contribution to
Whistlerlana.

The Whistler as Bacher saw him la
well worth quoting:

"Whistler was always scrupulously
dressed, ordinarily wearing a sack
coat, white shirt, with turn down' col-
lar., and white duck trousers; but on'
rainy days he donned trousers to match
his coat. A brown felt hat completed
his costume. In wearing evening dresi
he always omitted the tie. While one
might think that this would give him
an unfinished look. It did not appear
so badly as it might seem. He often
said, 'only Whistler would do it.' He
always wore eyeglasses attached to a
thin black cord

—
very rarely spectacles.

wMeh served Rim only In close work
upon etchings. ;When he was talking
the glass- was dropped."

—
.•*•--

The illustrations add greatly to the
value and interest of the book, many
of the Whistler etchings being repro-
duced from a collectors set never pub-
lished and showing progressive states
of interesting plates.

Books that are
reviewed or mentioned

;V:in:The Call
can be obtained

at
Robertson's
1539 Van Ness Aye.
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