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ON BOTH SIDES OF THE RATE CASE

G : - I
mes, probably in all innocence, not- |

us source, th.it the state railroad commis- |

stion C«

sion should x::kc xhdrffc of the fight in opposition to the propmedj
eas freight rates.. \Why this burden should be assigned, as the |
¢ ‘suggests, to this particular cage of Mr. Herrin’s perform- |
c s 18 not made very y](-:).r. [t is admitted fhat this special |
1akes no part of the constitutional duty of the commission,
ne sort of jocular extenuation of the suggested assumption
ver it 1s remarked that “the constitution has safely endured
great many hard wrenches” and perhaps might survive one more.

t deed; is the constitution between firiends? ' :
Continuing the ‘quotafions one learns that “if it (the commis-
- S 1 now by an excess of zeal butt into this contest it is|
certain that the people would ‘condone  it.” .This airy|
siflage of a light minded contemporary.is not as con\mcmg as
1ight be. The moral certainty that ae .are informed loomed so|
arge would. we imagine,” disappear altogether were it put to ﬂlel
= s suggested ~ further—possibly to. make it right with an
fended nstitution—that ~“as the . legislature- 'soon meets it is
equally certain that the commission would be given all the authority
ight ask for in that direction and be provided with the necessary |
With regdfd to this branch of the moral certainty The
Ca ntertains no doubt at all.. ‘The incoming legislature is-not|
suspected of -ahy  unwillingness to peur -‘water on Mr: Herrin’s
wheel, and if that could be dene under preténse of forwarding: a

movement the plain man can figure for himself how mag- |

if t might be the proportions of the appropnalmn

'he Call does not share ‘this .enthusiasm for a raid on the
reasury, nor admire that jocular view -of the constitution.  Thel|.
pular conception of people who *butt in” is-not. obliterated by
he unexpected antic. humor of our -‘contemporary, -which might

be interpreted 4s a warning to beware of pukpﬂd\cu

learns further from the ‘Chronicle that “it is understood
that the commission is to ask the legislature for a large increase|
appropriation,” and if it should “butt into” the rate inquiry
that would greatly help the game. It would be an »"exposition of

One

would

zeal for the benefit of the pc'vp‘c

This, then, s the meaning of!the grotc\que prnp0<1txon ‘that |
he interests of the producers and shippers of California should be
entrusted to a body selected by and subservient to the Southern.
Pacific political bureau. It is a proposition to permit the railroads

to conduct both sides of the case, and as -if this were not injury
sufficient the usurpation of tinconstitutional functions by the com-
mission is to be offered in-excuse and 1u<t1ﬁcat10n for an impudent
raid on the treasury.
The state railroad comimission has -cost the tax payers of Cali-|
rnia something like $500,000 i salaries and expenses since its
tution and it has never earned a dollar for the people. Its sub-

inst

servience to railroad. interests .is. notorious and a regard for decency
would suggest that it .go into hiding instead of asking for more.
The suggestion that the commission take charge of the rate case|
before the interstate body might be treated as the offspring of an}
empty head « a disordered mmgmatlon were it not.accompanied

by the jntin vau'm that ‘this .is only part of the program m\ol\'mg

new waste ublic money on a considerable scale.

TAFT ‘AND ..CANN_ON" S

HE

political - g “in’ eastern centers are beginning to
speculate whether. current events foreshadow a conflict between
Speaker Cannon and "Mr. ‘Taft. It is ¢onceded that Cannon
organize the house and will, accordingly. be in position to
block “er suppress legislation desired by the administration. Con-
gressman . Burton ‘of ‘Ohio is very- close’ to Taft and a significant
utterance made by hww recently -is regarded as inspired by Mr. Taft
in the way of a declaration of policy. Mr, Burton said:

No.doubt Mr.- Taft would oppose Mr. Cannon very reluctantly, but as
liis p ,r{_\ as well 3s the president clcpt of the nation he is bound
meet the expectdtions of the people and to .insist upon the obhservance of
party - pledges. qu.d\cr has great power in- repressing legislation. If
this repressive inf e "should stand in the way there would be but oné
\~,.l;~>g;. 'A"»',‘h" ;wnrd.nl elect to -pursue, ‘and that is.to exert his influence
"against obstruction. ‘It is to be hoped there will be. such harmény and con-
cert of action between the president elect and Speaker Cannon that a contest
will hc aveided.

_ There is a note of defiance in this. The conflict, if there is to
be a conflict, will come on revision of the tariff. The hearings before
‘the ways and means committee on this subject have aroused a storm
'of "disapprobation in eastern communities, - A hearing for the con-
sumer is loudly demanded, but the oppesition is probably niored
noisy than influential. "Mr. Taft is a strong protectionist, but,

although he has declared himself in favor of a genuine revision of
the tariff, he has not yet mdxcated what he means exactly by fhat
I)Hr'i\( . :

f.;,.ip;
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SPRING. VALLEY'S SUDDEN DIVIDEND

HE CALL congratulates the Spring Valley water company
on its modest prosperity. We rgjoice to see this worthy
enterprise placed once more on a dividend paying basis at a
moment when al} the resoupees of book ' keeping are invoked to
convince a United States court that the company is insolvent. If a
corporation whose distributing system was three-quarters destroyed
by an unprecedented disaster is able inside of three years to get

.
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‘!l PROGRAFT PAPERS LOSE,
| BUT THE CALL WINS FRIENDS

Editor of The Ca”. We, the undersigned, indorse the Bulletm
and The Call for the good work they are doing in San Francisco,
but denounce the Chronicle and Examiner for the stand they have
taken against the graft prosecution in San Francisco. The
Examiner ‘was the leading paper of our little burg, but the people
are cutting it out as fast as their subscriptions expire and are
supplanting it ‘with the Bulletin and Call
T. D. MITCHELL. J. MALATESTA.
2. W. WULFF. EUGENE GARDELLE.

SANGUINETTL A. C. ANDERSON.

L. SANGUINETTL JACK SOLARIS,
Vallecito, November 29, 1908. :

back on a dividend paying basis it is enough to make ‘the plain
citizen lose faith in book keeping. When a company serving
city just staggering to its feet after a body blow is able to distribute
among 'its stock holders a comfortable $280,000" as a Christmas
gift the conviction is compelled that the real magicians in the case
are the ingenious book keepers engaged for the comedy that might
be entitled “Pulling a Poor Mouth.™

It may be that the stock holders—to whom we wish a merry
Christmas—will plead that they are entitled to a larger dividend,
bt to that the answer is plain that we must all bear our losses
together, to each one his share. The Spring Valley company
can not shift its burden to the community of San Francisco. As
well might the stock holders of the Palace hotel come on the city
to recoup their losses by the fire. This municipality is not in the
fire insurance business and the claim advanced by the corporation
in this regard is merely impudent in view of its ewn negligence
that contributed so largely to increase the .losses by the con-
flagration. : s

But San Francisco cherishes a forgiving spirit, not for a holiday
season merely, but for all time, and the city is going ahead just as
if nothing had happened.. It may be hoped that the Spring Valley
company is preparing to fall into line and keep step. It might
even promote the season of good will if Mr. Bourn would call off
“his book keepers and abandon the forlorn hope of convincing the
courts that there is no difference between dollars. and doughnuts.

Answers to Queries

RING FINGER—Subscriber, Mayfield, Cal.
Why is the third finger of the left hand used
to place the wedding ring on? Would not some
other finger do as well?

Possibly some other finger would do
as well, but it is an Inrooted custom
that will probably be observed to the
end of time. The third or the ring
finger of the left hand represents the| Communicate with the state forester
humanity of - Christ and is used in|at Saqramento
matrimeny, which has only to do with . -
humanity. Aulus Gellius, Latin author, | SUPREME COURT—E. W. T., City.” Who s
A. D. 117-180, asserts in his Egyptian the Cle:l:c::d the supreme court of Callfornia?
books that a very delicate nerve runs
from the third finger (some count it|_ Yrank L. Caughey of Ukiah, who
the fourth, because they commence the | W28 elected Nt:vem!:er 6. 1906.
count with the thumb) of the left hand
to the heart, on which account that fin- |  MUNICEClty. What is the quotation fn which
ger is used for the marriage ring. The | the savage tocaste | Dath charms to soothé
fact b nothing io do with the ques| i suniation s trom Congreves
all that is required to be knmown. The a.nd.l- ;“;';::‘:WB"‘G act I, scene 1,
left hand is chosen: to show that |y yath charms to sooth ﬂ; i
woman is subject to man, The ancient|To soften rocks, or bend. o knotted Onk,
Greeks and the Romans used the ring|I've read that u:mn inanimate have nov.ﬂ,‘
finger under the delicate nerve belief | By magi ve sound. :
and believing' in "this, called it the

¢ numbers_and
medical finger, using 1t for SHrring|and | FOTORY-v. ‘C'll&wuw
mixtures under the nodon that nothing

—
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The fact that there is no intimacy be-
tween the ring finger and the heart
was not discovered until long after
the notion had become dceply rooted.

TREES-—-M., Mill Vllle Cal. Where m
I obtain information lbgl; forest trees t‘o’r
planting?

find a
Fr e:wot. ln“tn

noxious could touch it without its| In the publica Yt f m
giving instant warni to tg.o heart, ,mehoo‘;mms:n 9 c.ﬁo th. f
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The Smart Set

ISS AUGUSTA FOUTE
tained last evening at

enter-
an mn-

formal dance given in the ball-|

room at the Hillcrest. The
guests were .limited to the debutantes
and younger girls. There

of town guedts, but the

were no out
affair was one

of the most enjoyable of the recent
informal events. Miss Foute was as-
sisted by her mother, Mrs. Robert

Chester Foute, and among thosé pres-
ent were:

Miss Anna Weller [Miss Joy Wilson

Miss Suzanne Kirkpat-! IMiss Maud Wilson
rick |Miss Ethel MecAliister

Miss Christine lomeror {Miss Rolly Cushing

Miss Virginia Newhall |l)u \:] Moore

Miss Frances Newhall |Kenneth Moore

Miss Claire Nichols Sam Hamilton
Miss Dolly MacGarvin Frank Preston
Miss Helen Baker Sam Hopkins
Miss Florence Brecken- Herbert Baker .

ridge Almer Newhall
Miss Innes Keeney Edwin Newhail
. . -

Miss Katherine Donohoe is one of the
attractive debutantes who will be en-
tertained at many of the winter affairs.
Among the Important events in honor
of Miss Donohoe will be the luncheon

| at which Miss Jennie Flood will pre-

side as hostess. A recent affair in
honor of this popular .girl was the tea
given this week by Miss Clara Allen.

Those invited to meet Miss Donohoe on’

this occasion were Miss Anita Mail-
liard, Miss Suzanne Kirkpatrick, Miss
Virginia NthalI. Miss Frances New-
hall and Miss Maud Wilson.

- . -

Miss Marian Lally entertained yester-
day at a delightful luncheon given at
her home in Pacific avenue. ‘About 30
guests enjoyed the afternoon.

- . *

Mrs. Talbott' and sher debutante
daughter, Miss Amy Talbott, are enjoy-
ing a delightful winter in Washington
since their departure from this eity.
Miss Talbott was the complimented
guest recently at a tea given by Mrs.
Henry Cleveland Perkins, when the
attractjve .debutante was_ presented to
Washington society. Miss Talbott was
again the guest of honor at an elabor-
ate tea given by Miss Katherine Jen-
nings of the same eity.

- - -

Douglas Sloane Watson has returned

after a brief trip out of town.
* . -

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Bosqui have made
their home in Sausalito since the de-
struction of their pretty residence in
Ross by fire.

- - -

Mrs. Myra Burnett-Bennett is the
guest of her parents, Mr. and Mrs. John
M, Burnett, at thelr residenée in Spruce
ptreet. ¥

* - -

F. F. de Lisle entertained recently
at the Burlingame Country club at a
luncheon in compliment to Miss Anna
Peters of Stoc!rton. Among the guests

were:

Miss Peters Harry Seott

Miss Innes Keeney G. A. R. Meyer

Miss Joy Wilson Cyril Tobin

llln Annlu Foute er._ b.lnd Mrs. Clement
obin

Honqq Clm 2

Mr. and Mrs. xenneth McDonald of
Louisville, Ky., have arrived in this
c¢ity and will attend the wedding of
Miss Anita Davis and Kenneth MecDon-
ald Jr., which wm be an event of this
month.

‘ .. -

The E. J. Pringles have closed their
home at Menlo and wlu pass the winter
in towu.

.

Captain and Mrs. Clarence H, C‘onnot
will sail on the Bu:!ordf mxt Saturday
for &rﬂﬂlm :

%

o |

|
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Nation’s Observers Unite in Placing Blame on
Corrupt Press for Heney’s Shooting

Earmarks of Conspiracy

Seattle Post-Intelligencer

There was little merit in the con-
tention that the attempt to assassi-
nate Heney would unduly prejudice
Ruef's case. Of course there is a
feeling in San Franciseo against
Ruef, some little prejudice Iif you

lease, and there ought to Dbe.

here may be and there ought to
be a belief, too, that the auemY
to murder Heney while he was In
the discharge of his public duties
grew out of the same rotten en-
vironment and the same vicious
practices which forced Ruef to the
bar of justice,

There is a direct connection be-
tween Ruef's case and the assault
on Heney, and Judge Lawlor would,
make no mistake if he should.
throw the bars completély down
and allow the jury to have every
fact connected with the matter. It
is time to get away from the dry
and lifeless husks of the law. So
long as court procedure and jury
findings turn upon mere technicali-
ties in this country. just-so
will justice remain a mere mean-

ingless - abstraction in - American
jurisprudence.
The. attempt to murder Heney

was not one man's act. It was the
act of the graft gang of San Fran-

. ¢isco, and the manner- of Haas'
death has given the assault the
earmarks of a cold and brutal con- °
spiracy. The jury which is to pass
upon Ruef's case should know the .
facts, regardless of the “stale nv
cepts of practice in Am

courts against which. fortur
for the fair fame of the lega
tefnity, bar associations have
the loudest protestants,

What Sped the Builet

Healdsburg Tribune
still the prosecution
tinues. Langdon can't he bought;
Heney can't be bought; they won't
let go—tho) hold on nn* a i-r;‘.!~ir\g
tenacity. "Nothing rem
defense but to bribe vu'n s, &
mite witnesses, and l.nr of all m

But

der in cold blood the

cutor. The attempted murder of
Francis J. Heney is the eulmir

of one of the most damnab
spiracies that was ev

rated against human

human rights. The bullet-from the
gun of the poor miserable wretch,
whose self-destruction was only &
part of the general plan, was sped-

on its way into the body of Heney -

by the combined efforts of
chased public press,
and debauched public sentiment
and a .coterie of .criminals
trying to save themselves from a
felon's stripes. :

a pur=

arch

Grafters Desperate

Lodi Semtinel

The grafters realize that
confronted by- a desperate situa-
tion, and the shooting down of
Prosecutor Heney has- aw'ake‘n»d
law abiding citizens- to' the faet
that San Francisco is dealing- \\xt‘
a dangerous lot of eriminals.:
A deadly disease sometimes calls
for a powerful remedy, and the
only effective cure in this-casé is
the penitentiary for the criminals.
Following the suicide of .the man
who shot Prosecuting Officer Fran-
cis Heney, comes the self-killing of
Joun Krause, who fled to Europe
to escape the dragnet.of the prose-
- cution.
. And difﬂcultiéé and - rnlanglw
ments of various nature -are comi-

« ing to numerous ‘othiér of the crim-
inal graft crowd. 2

While the people of the “city ‘of
San Francisco may have hfen in-
different in the early days of the
trials, they are now in -earnest,
and they will see to it that the
prosecution has sufficient backing
to convict every man- who dided in
disgracing the fair name of the
great city by the Goiden gate.

At It Again-

Eve-ln‘ Pljnrollan

. The hyena press representatives
of the higher.up grafters of San
Francisco, notwithstanding that
only one week has elapsed since the
cowatdly attempt was made,
through Agent Haas, to assassinate-
Francis J. Heney, are again pukln,.,
their heads out from the sneak
holes into which they were driven
by an enraged public epinion and
are beginning to shoot their
soned arrows at the efforts of the
prosecuting officers to conviet Ruef
and the other smaller thieves.
Hearst's Examiner has begun the
play in a small way, the Calheun-.
Calkins Globe has followed suit, the
Oakland Tribune is also im .action,.
the San Francisco Chronicle is still.
doing the possum act, and today the
sewer weeklies of the metropolis
will aim their little peisenéd
rows, that have no effect, at the
prosecutlon and thereby earn their
dirty stipend.

Of course, the leader of the pack

they are

of coyote newspapers that will hurl .
stinkpots at the prosecution v.nll hé

Hearst's Examiner. This, _paper,
which was once supposed to fairly
" represent the interests of the peo-
ple, has now gone so far in the de-
fense of the ratters that it fears
to take anot course,. notwith-
standing the Iu.t that its present
one has greatly dimjmshed ts cir-
culation.

Every newspaper and ¢ itizen that.
stands up, either privately or.pub--

cause
in

is
in

*of " the:
the matter,
no,
the

lecly, for the
course to pursue
known. There

course to pursue matter:

Resolve unto yourselves that there .
will at no future time be any weak- -

ening in vour attitude toward the.
rosecution of the publie graners
gf San Francisco, or anywhere clse
that they may be found, and have
nothing to do with any newspaper
that will defend them, in any ma-
ner,

= stricted prnss

*.of

long .

con- °

chief prose- -

a prostituted . .

poti- .

ar- .

middle -

either editorially or. thrnush -

Murder Suggesting Pictures

Gridley Herald

It is no menace to the freedom of
the press to say to the newspapers
that they must not suggest murder
by plctures. It is no restriction of
the freedom\of the press to demand
that they employ their great in-
fluence for good and not for harm.
The policy pursued by the San
Francisco Examiner during the
last few meonths in its abusive and
despicable cartoons of a publie
man who was trying to serve the
ends‘ of fjustl(e 2 3
ample o the wor o an ‘unre-
- It is license afi@ not
freedom which brings about such a

condition. And if the freedom of
the piress in America is ever ra-
stricted the restriction "will have

been brought abeit by the tactic¢s
such papers as the Examiner,
which will have violated decency
unt:l the people will no- longer tols
erate .the nuisance “and go te the
extreme of muzzling the press.

Examliner Gets Deserts
Berkeley Courles
It "mw' were ‘othérs connected
» attempted assasimation of
itor _Heney, the - suicide of
Haas prevents .the kmowl-
m  evey. becoming publié.
» erime had ifs birth i
verted brain. :but never-
good reason:to: be-

ted. with the Lar-
18 attemipts to be-
iracter of a man who
\,“ the noble motive
- great.city - from the
The

m r( ":
w as m-l;.
of rede

. hands of a zn g of grafters.
Examiner’'s course, a"hnngn appar-
‘ently for caaviction of the graft-
ers, was 1 ality a hindrance. in
br nging . then: to. justice: The
atrocfous libels in the colummns of
the. Examiner are recéiving the
condemnation they  deserve They

10 matter from
viewpoindt, u.ml Mr. Hearst
#ll the  condemnation “his
is ;ﬂ:trng

merits
journal

The Moral of It

Indiana pulin News

I'he newspupers have done and do
their part in reading homilies on
occasions ltke this. Whether any
good resuits frofa it is doubtful.

Newspapers. do little to create; they
chiefly chronicle. - But there is one
thing just as sure as the sun and
the: tides, as true as every page of
lhuman history attests, and that ls
if we o on as we are gaoing. defy-
ing law; each for himself on the ac-
casion and in the way he will, and

i¢ sacrifice of

more pdr"l- glarly in

human life to. pri e vengeance,

wa are surely t“nd:!-.,.: downward.

A "great . material . prosperity may

gild the outside and give things the

appearance of strength and prog-
but wealth can accumulate
men .ﬂwu.-,\'. Indeed. that is
, old road. It is not wealth

greatest variety of material
ver was or cam be
makes the health,
8 i full fruition of a peo-
. ‘but righteousness: and we can
more go eon our law defying,
murderous, reckless course and sur-

vive to work out the destiny of a
gEreat people than we can gather
figs off thistles. It is as true of
nations as of men that what the)
sow they reap.

Reached the Limit

Calaveras Prospect

In the attempted assassination @f
Francis Heney in Judge Lawlors
court last Friday San PFrancisco
has had awakening unknown
since the days of the vigllance eom-
mittee. It seems to be duwning on

the people of th m city that they
are facing one of the most gigan-
tic conspiracies since the days of
Boss Tweed. They begin to realize
now why it has been impessible to
bring the arch criminal to justice.
When Abe Ruef and his criminal
associates planned to loot San
Francisco, they laid a solid founda-
tion on which to build their struc-

ture,

By careful manipulation and
smooth graft they spread the ten-
tacles of the octopus till it reached
nearly. every - important interest in
the city, and even extended to the
state. [t was a shrewd scheme
to block every attempt to thwart
the purpose of the grafters. Ruef
knew what all have now found te
be true, that -no victim could teuch
one sipgle nerve in the smallest
tentacle - that every part of the
horrid system would not be shaken,
and . aroused to battle. .

This was the system on which
Ruef' depended for immunity. He
Knew that in the system there were
thore who would hesitate at noth-
ing to secure their own safety, and
that the safety. of one was the safe-
ty of the whole. ' That the prosecu-
tion has proceeded as far as it has
is the only . surprise about the
-whoie . affair. But the odds have
been great and it needad something
like this last attempt at murder to
fully arouse the peu?

San. Francisco slow to anger.
It will stand & wno'e lot of robbing
bgfore making protest. Seemingly
graft and wholesale . robbing are
not regarded as. cardinal. sins. It
takes a .cold bloeded murder to
arousg . the. people to a sense of
duty. The. old city of the early
day - wallowed in rottéenness  till
James King fell a vietim of Casey,

" and Terry's knife found a sheath
. in the- body of Hopkins, and then
. the _purification " came. ‘swift. . and
certain. - - Had Heney ‘died. from
‘ Haag': shotf, it is doubdtfyl if the
_ scenes that followed the death of
Jameg King of William .could have
been: avoided.
aroused does nat.coel too  qulckly
< that. shot of Haas may prove the

is not a good ex--

ﬁ - ~"u'n})l)x 9 recal
ent from the daily can
aring ‘in the Examiner

It the spirit now.

their news columns. red( mprmrr of the city:
Impertinent Questmn No. .80
When Are You - Ha'pp_.-y ?

For the most ongmal or wittiest answer to tl'us quesuou—the f
briefer the better—The Call will .pay FIVE DOLLARS.
For the next five answers The Call will pay ONE DOL- |
LAR EACH. Prize winning answers will be pnnted next.
Wednesday and checks mailed to the winners-at once. - Make
-your answer short and SEND IT ON A POSTAL :

CARD to o
IMPERTINENT QUESTIO“\[S
THE CALL
Winning Anawers to “Whe Is the Meanest Man, and ')yr'
$5 prize to Mrs. A. Wright, General Delivery, Oakland. X e
My husband, who objects to my buying his ugars or se!ec!—, ;
ing his stenographer. ;
$1 prize to Mrs. E. H. Gorrill, San Mateo. " s . L
The man who will deliberately stand between a woman am:l
a bargain store window.
§1 prize to A. B. Christensen, 73 Collingwood street, ecity. 2 i s ;
My father in law; he lets me work. E
$1 prize to J. M. Hayden, Winters. . i
The man who lost her-—because I got her. e
\umna«mr Lewis. 2812 Sixteenth stroet, city. T g e 3
“1 am—I stayed in the house tag day. 4]
pﬂ- to Eugene Quinn, General Dellvery, city. 3
Tl;&ek;naﬁvho refuses to pay back with interest tbat "stolen E
- - "



