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“The Great Miss Driver ”

By Anthony Hope, author of *“The Dolly Dia-
loguee,”” ““The Prisoner of Zenda,” etc, Pudb-
lished by the MecClure company, New York.

Anthony Hope is the only one who

has ever succeeded in writing in that

glancing, indirect fashion which he
has made peculiarly his own. He
has had hundreds of imitators, but
they never quite reach the mark. In

this latest story of his he uses that
style with telling effect, for a more
outspoken, frank manner would make
& very different story of “The Great
Miss Driver.”

Jenny Driver is the daughter and
heiress of Nicholas Driver. Nicholas
has led a lonely and unhappy life. L]
has been disappointed In his married
life and has placed his daughter In a
distant village with a clergyman’'s
family and given her a small allow-
ance. She grows up In ignorance of
her father, his position and her wealth.
But some of the same spirit which
i 1er possessed animates
when she is called™upon to take
place In county soclety, she is not the
least bit overwhelmed,

Her private secretary has been iIn
the employ of her father and she re-
tains him. He it is who tells the tale,
and though he 1s very modest, one can
see how successful and resourceful he
it and what a tremendous help
Jenny.

Jenny takes hold of business apnd so-
cley with both hands and is a success
at both. The local aristocracy can not
understand her at all and are fnex-
pressibly shocked at her permitting
Leonard Octon, a mysterious nobody,
to pay court to her. For a shocking
breach of etiquette he is finally ostra-
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Jenny then becomes engaged to Lord
Fillingforad, an impoverished

ac-

peer

whose son is almost old enough to be
her suitor. The oid lord discovers
4 rendezvous with Octon and
s the engagement and Jenny files
from the village to Burope with Octon.
No news comes for some little time to
her waliting household, and when it
does come it is a shock. Octon has
been fatally wounded Iin a duel and
X 1 house of a Miss Driver
e was shortly to marry.”
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X € gs her the bean
d daug of Léonard Octon
first mar g whom she has
d as a ward. Jenny makes no
explanation of any kind for her ac-

tions. She simply takes up life again
as daringly as if she had never left
home and the winning of her position
k is very entertaining reading.
book is unusual and is written
finish and skill, but one can not
feel disappointed in the story ay
here is not enough of Jenny
her life is not at all satisfactory.
cannot but feel that the “glan-
style so much affected and
v so well liked could be dropped
enough at the last to give a few
nations.

If the book had been written before
his “Dolly Dialogues” one would have

called it a clever plece of work, but
after reading those yet to be sur-
passed conversations this work seems

tame and commonplace, considering its
authorship.
sibose

“Primary Elections ”

By Prof. C. Bdward Merriam, University of
Chi . author of “‘A History of American
Political Theorles.” Published by the Uni-
versity of Chicago press. Price, by mall pre-
paid, $1.85

“Primary Elections, a Study of the
History and Tendencies of Primary
Election Legislation,” is the title and
author's description of the latest addi-
tion to the meager bibliography of that
greatest of American pursuits—parti-
san polities.

The author, C. Edward Merriam, is
assoclate professor of political sclence
in the University of Chicago. He has
contributed several works to the liter-
ature of political science, among them
"“A History of American Political The-
ories.”

Half of Professor Merriam’s latest
book is devoted to a recital of the de-
velopment of the delegate convention
system of nominating candidates for
public office and the evolution of le-
galized primary election systems from
the primitive caucus down to the mod-
ern direct primary election laws. The
second and larger half of the book is
glven over to summaries and conclu-
slons and sections from statutes select-
ed as fllustrative of the several types
of primary election legislation.

The chapters devoted to the history
and evolution of nominating systems
are sketchy and comprehensive rather
than thorough, and are decidedly char-
acteristic of the textbook designed for
academic research. But they indicate
painstaking effort, are concisely writ-
ten and are generally accurate, if re-
grettably incomplete.

In his summaries and conclusions
Professor Merriam is more convineing
in his treatment of unsolved conditions
and theories than in his consideration
of actual acromplishments in the field
of primary election legislation. In
every instance he is the student rather
than the prejudiced advocate of one or
another system.

The book, which was probably de-

signed as a text for university classes,
could be read with profit and pleasure
by American voters and prospective
voters. Its references include virtually
the whole bibliography of primary elec-
tion legislation and investigation, and
the book is valuable from that stand-
point alone.
PSS

“The letters of Jennie Allea

By Grace Donwerth. Published by Small,
Maynard & Co., Boston. Price $1.50,

The letters of Jennie Allen to her
friend, Miss Musgrove, will cure the
worst case of blués in the world. They
force a laugh in the midst of bits of
pathos that wilt one to tears, and they
are clean and wholesome and altogether
fine.

Jennie Allen is a young woman who
does sewing at home for big wholesale
dealers in ready to wear clothes. In
addition to this hard work she has a
huge family of little brothers and sis-
ters, a married brother with his wife
and bables, all on her hands, and she
does most of the house keeping for
them. The observations of Jennie are
all told In a serles of letters to Miss
Musgrove, a lady whom she has seen
only once, but taken a tremendous
fancy to, and she grows as confidential
as though she were writing a diary.
There is no attempt at spelling, and
her humor is quite unconscious, as also
is the pathos. The letters reflect the
sayings and doings of the very poor—
tenement house pcople. Some of the
sayings of Jennie will be quoted, one
can be quite sure. They are almost
epigrammatic.

“He is a Maine man, but a perfeck
gentleman. So is his mother.”

“She is Irish, but very pleasant.”

"It seems to me as if that was the
way of the world. A few folks enjoy
the fruit and othars slip down on the

pealings.”
Through the letters runs the thread
of two love stories, qualnt and honest

and natural; every word leaves us
keenly interested. The end of the book
finds Jennle telling of her happiness in
the love making of Mr. Spinney and of
its superiority to the articles handed
out by Dante to Beatrice and Petrarch
to Laura. It is a genuine work of art,
this book, and deserves to live,
S

“ Cardinal Newman "

By Charles Sarolea, D. Ph., D, Litt. Im-
ported by Charles Scribner’'s Sons, New York.
Price §$1.25.

The series of books under the general
title of “The World's Epoch Makers”
and edited by Oillphant Smeaton is be-
ing published by the Scribners. Two
of them have been recelved, but do not

come up to expectations. The first, a
work on Newman, contains nothing
new (for that matter could it contain
anythi new with 18 or more well
know lives of Newman already in ex-
istence?) but, as the author in his

luction, is “a modest attempt to

dispas 1ately and objectively
v some of the fundamental prob-

s which are suggested by the writ-
s of Newman and which have hith-

rto recelved a somewhat one sided
treatment even from those English
critics who have made an exhaustive

study of the great cardinal.”

Y author, Charles Sarolea of the
University of Edinburgh, is a scholarly
writer, and his book is filled with sta-
tistics and references to other writers
which would take one a lifetime to
hunt up. If it were the first and only
wor ipon Newman it would be more
appr ated, but, considering the tre-
mendous amount of literature already
issued about him, this book seems al-
most unnecessary.

The second book, “Wycliffa and the
Loliards,” is a very difficult book to
read. It is written in the poorest of
schoolboy English and is very badly
I
1

it together. Lechler's “Life of Wick-
iffe”* seems to be the only source of

e author’'s information and he glves
no other references as to his state-
ments. The greater part of the book is
devoted to showing up the abuses in
the Roman Catholic church, a work the
author seems to roll under his tongue
as a delicious morsel, blLt which has
little to do with Wycliffe. In fact, the
book has little to do with Wycliffe and
the Lollards, anyway, only about a
quarter of Its space being used for that
purpose. No new light is thrown upon
Wycliffe and his methods, and one can
not but conelude that there is little
excuse for so0 badly written and useless
a book.
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“The Spring Cleaning "

By Frances Hodgson Burnett. Published by
the Century company, New York. Price 78
cents,

“It is just the hundreds and thou-
sands of things I have to do for people
like the Racketty-Packetty House Dolls
and Winnie and the Rooks and the Cozy
Lion that makes it impossible for me to
attend to my literary work. Of course,
nothing would get told if I didn't tell
it, and how is a person to find time for
stories when she works 75 hours a day?
You may say that there are not 75
hours in a day, but I know better, I
work 75 hours every day, whether they
are there or not.”

So reads. Mrs. Burnett’s, or rather
Queen Crosspatch's, foreword to her
story of “The Spring Cleaning.,” This
story is of an old English vicarage and
some of the characters Introduced are
new. This tale is one of the Queen Sil-
ver Bell serles and it seems more gen-
uinely tender, less like the fairy tale
style of the others in the series. The
little “Bunch” who is always laughing;
the sad little Jane Ann Biggs, the
London flower girl; the Bensons and
then the beautiful Primrose world,
The Primroses would have a hard time
if Queen Crosspatch hadn’'t worked 59
hard getting hot water bags for them
at the last minute, for one never can
tell what General Freeze is golng to
do. It is a charming story and the
children will appreclates its imagina-
tive qualities keenly.

“Wolf : The Memoi—r;;f a Cave Dweller ”

By P. B. McCord. Published by B. W. Dodge
& Co., New York. Price $1.

The author of this stery 1is not
daunted by the fact that he has had
two predecessors in his chosen field,
Jack London, with his “Before Adam,’
and Stanley Waterloo, with “The Story
of Ab” Both of those stories, not-
withstanding the much advertised coh-
troversy about plagiarism, were very
interesting, and one need not ba told
that both authors were masters of the
pen. Mr. McCord, we believe, is a
newspaperman, connected with the art
department of a Newark, N. J., paper.
His style is hurried and shows little
care in writing and no polish.

The first part of the book, entitled
“Ploneer Days,” is in the nature of an
introduction. It purports to tell of the
early days of the writer's family when
they left Pittsburg “to make the then
tedious trip down the Ohio and up the
Mississipp! to that thriving, growing
town of the west, St. Louls.” This in-
troductory chapter is by far the best of
the beok. Tt sketches the life of the
pioneers in clear lines and introduces
a very interesting and typical charac-
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tor of those times, a traveling Jesuit
priest. The priest left a manuseript,
which he considered of great value and
interest to the world, with all sorts
of conditions as to its opening and
disposition. That manuscript is the
chapters of the book which follow,
Thinking to cast an atmosphere of an-
tiquity over the manuseript, the author
writes in what he belleves to be an
old fashioned manner. It is labored,
and rather brutally frank—almost
coarse at tlmes. Perhaps the author
thinks that all that is necessary to
create the illusion of age is to rub off
a2 bit of the polish of today from his
text. He has unvelled nothing new.
His story is very like the other two
which are already famillar to us, and
not clever. The author has done some
good 1llustrations for his text,
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“ The World s Gru!_rf:.uk
By Albert Payson une, author of “Dr.
Wid Published by Dodd,
o New York. - Price §1.30. .
This volume would better have been
named “Scrappy Comments on Some of
the World’s Great Events.” The book
consists of 50 of these scraps, and tiny
scraps, too—for few exceed five pages
of large sized type.
They originally appeared in the “New
York Evening World,” and the author
disarms close criticism in his choice of
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“THLLETTERS oF JENNIE ALLEN
- BY GRACE DONWORTE

subjects when he says In the preface
to the book:

“They were written with the idea of
glving newspaper readers a birdseye
view of some of the most noteworthy

enin and personages of his-
g:&p . §' This ?lttle volume makes
no pretensions whatever., My chief

aims therein are to render it avallable
for quick reference, and to Interest its
readers to the point of studylng more
valuable, exhaustive works on the same
themes.” *

The book is very pleasantly written
and 1s frequently interspersed with
quaint moral and religious criticlsms
of the world's celebrated men—most of
them, indeed, get rapped over their
mental knuckles—for having been ty-
rants, swashbucklers or human inde-
cencies,

Even people who are given *to much
reading may glance through this book
with pleasure, for it will freshen mem-
ory and suggest further reading on
half forgotten subjects. ’

It can be heartily recommended as a
presént to young people of the high
school age.

“ Feice
By John Luther Long, dam
Butterfly,” etc. Published by Moffat, Yard

- & Co., New York. Price $1.

Johu Luther Long Is perhaps today

—_——

author of *“‘Ma

g . g~y 7
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best known by his ‘Madame Butterfly,”

that that is his best work.
appealed to a popular taste.

The scene of this little story is lald
in Philadelphia, but it could be in any
Atlantic city. The dedication of the
book is an indication of its subject:

“To the gentle strangers in our gates
—who speak in other words and under-
stand In other ways than ours—that
both words and ways may be more and
more one.”

Most of the characters are Italian,
and so perfect is the foreign atmos-
phere which Mr. Long has created that
one can almost smell the garlic! That
is hardly fair or decent to say of this
book, for it is pretty and dainty through-
out.

A charming family of children who

believe their father infallible is most
pathetically appealing, and no woman
can read of the poor little things with-
out feeling tho deepest sympathy.
' Signor Martinos, the Florentine bar-
ber, is always giving way to his quick
and ungovernable temper, but he is the
kindasst hearted barber that ever llved
and really one of the great characters
of the book.

The volume contains a dainty colored
frontisplece by James Montgomery
Flagg and is artistically printed and
bound. The book is sure to add fame

It merely

to its author as well as its publishers.

—

New Books Briefly Noted

“The Boys’ Book of Steamships,” by
J. R, Howden, follows this author's book
on “Locomotives,” which he did for the
boys last year, though, as then, one
must say, why for boys? It is fully as
interesting to men—clear and concise,
easy and pleasant reading and a valu-
able book for any man’'s library. A boy
can understand fit, for it is not crowded
with long words nor overburdened with
advanced technical phrases. Everything
& boy wishes to know on the subject
will be found in this book and much
valuable information is given. The
history of many great gteamships is
glven and some fine tables of measure-
ments, most valuable for reference.
(The McClure company, New York.)

. - -

“Three of a Kind" is just the story
a an old German musician, Phil, a
wailf of a newsboy,-and Dun, a cocker
spaniel, but it possesses that heart
interest in which humor and pathos
are combined. The most remarkabls
thing about the book is that it was
written by Prof. Richard Burton of the
University of Minnesota, who is a poet
and essayist, but has not before tried
his hand at fiCtion. The three lovable
vagabonds in this tale afe admirably
drawn and the pictures given of their
romantic adventures and lowly life are
vivid. The author shows a remarkable
Insight into human nature as well as
dog nature. (Little, Brown & Co., Bos-
ton; $1.50.) A E

.

Frederick the Great will always be
one of the heroes of history, and a

ery interesting part of his career is
{ll unusual childhood, under the rule
of one ©f the sternest fathers that
a boy ever had. AIll this as well as the
story of his later triumphs, which won
for him the undying title of the “Great,”
is told by Mrs. te E. Carpenter in
“&Khe Story of Frederick the Great for
Boys and Girls.” It is told with the
same scrupulous historical accuracy
which distinguished her “Story of Joan
of Arc.” The colored map showing
Prussia and her neighbors in the time
of Frederick the Great is very valu-
able. (Lothrop, Lee & Shepard com-
pany.)

- -

Joseph Conrad, a novelist for whom
the subject of anarchy holds a peculiar
fascination. The “Secret Agent” shows

but that does not by any means imply a

the effect of this Interest very plainly,
Now Mr. Conrad, having recently writ-
ten two short stories, each with an-
archy for a theme, includes in one of
them a paragraph that might be a
naive confession of the brooding de-
light he takes In this type of mind.
“But, indeed,” says tha author, speak-
ing through his man, “I don't under-
stand anarchists. Does a man of that—
of that—persuasion still remain an an-

erchist when alone, quite alome, and
going to bed, for instance? Does he
lay his head on the pillow, pull the
bedclothes over him and go teo sleep
with the necessity of the chambarde-

ment general, as the French slang
bas it, of the genmeral blowup always
present in his mind? And, if so, how

can he?”
. - -

“That Gay Prodigal™ is a complla-
tion of sayings and opinions on kiss-
ing, in romanes and history. It is
semihumeorous in character and is ded-
icated to “The School Ma'ams of Amer-
fea * * * most of them sweet
enough to kiss * * * " The book
is anonymous, by the author of “Some
Letters of Alfred Henry,” eote. (Infor-
mant Publishing company, Cleveland,
Ohto.)

“Gold Nuggets,” by Allce Kingshury
Cooley, is a tiny pocket booklet filled
with Christian gems of thought and
bits of good advice. “Be good to your-
self” is the burdem of the author's
song, and for 30 pages she suggests
ways of being good. The book makes
& dalnty Iittle Christmas card. (2117
Buena Vista avenus, Alameda; 2§
cents.)

- - -

Economie Evolutian” is No. 58 in the
Pocket Library of Socialism, published
by Charles H. Kerr & Co., Chicago.
It Is written by Paul Latargue, who
Is one of the ablest and at least most
interesting and polished of the social-
ist writers of Europe. This little book-
let is a translation of Lafargue’s speech
on the occasion of his debate with M.
Demolins, the celebrated French edi-
tor. It is a clever plece of work. (3
cents.)

L . -

For one who is puzzlted what to give
A8 a card party prize the “Card Club
Record” would surely do. It i3 a hand-
some volume, containing blank space
for keeping record of card parties

hostess, games played, scores,
winners, refreshments 1ests and
eral remarks. It includes
rules of latest revision for t,
bridge, five hundreq, euchre, cinch and
American pinochle. (Cloth $ full
leather, $2. Brewer, Barse & Co., Chi-
cago.)

- . -

“Keep Up Your Coura * Is the title
of the latest book compiled by Mary
Allette Ayer. She has been so = 1CCesSS-
ful with her former od ad-
vice that she has be¢ ged to

put forth this one for the holl
author has unf: ng good
her selections a
always correctly
the book valua

quotation
book upon optimistic sub ects, The
Rev. J. P. Miller, editor of the “Daily

Cheer Book,” has written an Introduec~
tion of this book, which is {nteresting.
(Lothrop, Lee & Shepard company; $1.)

Books Received

—_—

“Cupid the Surgeon.’’ By He: nn L. Mea-
er; Henry Altemus 0 [ telphia

“Justice and Liber by L. Dicken-
son: the McClure company, New York

“Right and Riches.”” By (. 0. M Casland;
the Wilbur publishing company, Pasadena
“‘Browning's England.”” B Helen A. Clarke;
Baker & Taylor company, New York.

“Carolyn Wells’ Year Book'; Heury Holt &

Co., New York.

“Pate. Cow Puncher.”” By Joseph B. Ames;
Henry Hoit & Co., New York.

‘“Interplay.’” By Beatrice Harraden; Frederick
A. Stokes & Co., New York.

‘‘Familiar Nursery Jingles.™ By Ethel P,
Betts; Frederick A. Stokes & Co., New York

“Rem!niscences of a Ranchman.’”
B. Bronson: MeClure company, New York.

“The Distributors.’ By Apthony Partridge:
McClure company, New York.

‘“The Boyhood of Lincoln.”™
kinson; MeClure company, New York.

“Plano Playing."” By Josef Hoffmann: Mo-
Clure company. New York.

“The Wild Widow.” By Gertle de S. Went-
worth James; Empire book company, New York.

“The” Stuff of Dreams.” By BEdith Sessions
Tupper: B. W. Dodge & Co., New York.

“Bird Legend and Life.”” By Margaret Conl-

son Walker; Baker & Taylor company, New
York.

“Primary Elections." By C. E. Merriam;
the University of ago Press, Chicago,

“A Ventire of 1777." By S. N. Mitchell;
George W, Jacobs & Co.. Philadelphia.

“The Yellow God.* By H. Rider Haggard;

Cupples & Leon company, New York.
“The Light of Four Candles.”

By Q. I
King: C. F. King. Boston.

“Billy Wise.” 3 s D. Jobnson; Appenl
publishing company, CGirard, Kan.

‘“The Man Whe ded War.” By Hollis
Godfrey; Little, Br & Co., Boston,

“Paris the Bea * By Lillan Whiting;
Little, Brown & C Boston.

““The Kittens a the Bear.” By John H.
Jewett; Small, Mg 1 & Co., Boston.

“The * By John H. Jewett;
Small, , Boston.

“The ngs Go Swimming.'"* By Jobha H.
Jewett; Small, Maypard & Cc Boston,

“The Land_eof Lost.”" Ry Allen A. Green;
Small, Maynard & Co., Boston.

““The City of Encou By IMorace Hazel.
tine; Mitehell, Ken New York.

‘““The Spiritual - of Modern So-
clallsm.”* By Jobr W. Huebsch,
New York.

“With the Battle Fleet.” By Frankla Mat-
thews: B. W. Huebsch, New York.

““The Goslings’ Picnle.”” By Joha H. Jewett;
Small, Mayunard & Co., Boston.

“The Cost of Cleanness.”
ard: Jobn Wiley & Sons, New York.

“A Culld's Guide to Mythology.”” By.Helen A,
Clark; Baker & Taylor company, New York.
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Books that are
reviewed or mentioned
in The Call
can be obtained
at

Robertson’s
1539 Van Ness Ave.

Next to the White House
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