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There are few moral reforms {\n this country

that can not be traced either directly or
indirectly to women.. The fight against the

racetrack is no'exception. To Mrs. Amanda Hicks of Berkeley is said to be
due the credit for the origin of the current fight against turf gambling.

It was during the Baptist state convenion, held in Petaluma a year ago
last November, that this war against the bookies was begun. Mrs. Hicks,
a delegate to the meeting, gave a tea to which a number of well known
members of the'eonventton were invited, including Rer. J. B. Webber, Rev.
A. S. Coats, W. E. Story, W. F. Harper and T. B. Holmes.

She laid before her guests her views on the racing question; and as a
result resolutions were adopted condemning the track. These were pre-
sented to the convention next day, and as a result the Anti-Racing league
sprang into existence.

A LL Belgium demands the presence o£
IX 'General" Jules C. Clerfayt next fall.

On November 6 that nation will cele-

Drate tnc victory otjemappcs, when 26,000 Austqans wen hurled from an
impregnable position as easily as our own Jules throws down a Zaza cocktail.

The French revolutionary geneVal? Dtimouriez, led 46,000 Frenchmen
against 26,000 Austrians and would' have gone down to defeat Lad not

General eierfrfyt come up at the last moment and routed the Austrians.
General Clerfayt, who slaughtered Austrians as readily as his more fam-

ous descendant, .our own Jules, slaughters hamburg steaks and pickled
eels, turned on Dumouriez a few months later and whipped him and his
victorious army at Neerwinden. This is the story told by Jules and his testi-
mony is by a Brussels paper, which says:

"Friends, how can the immortal Belgian nation celebrate the battle of^
Jemappes without the presence of General Jules C. Clerfayt of San Fran-
cisco, descendant of him who defeated the Austrian?, and because the French
dared to assume authority over Belgium he thrashed them at Neerwinden.
Clerfayt must come. No Clerfayt, no Jemappe3."

Jules admits that he is the great-great-grandson of that General Cler-
fayt whose proportional place in the record of great warriors history, has
failed to describe.

"Shall Igo?' said Clerfayt. j "What a question? Why the eyes of all
Europe willbe.on me. I,the great-great-grandson of the hero of Jtmappes.**

"But what of Dumouriez and Louis Philippe Egalite, who are said to

"Bah!' Dumouriez and Louis Philippe Egalite!. They-^compare with a.

Clerfaytl/VVhat a lying jade is history." » w

Itdid not greatly surprise those who remem-
ber Harry Oelrichs and his fistic prowess
when in this city to learn that he willhave

to pay $4,81)0 damages for assaulting a New York hotel waiter. Young
Oelrichs and one of our gay jeunesse doree had a somewhat similar encounter
at^the last Mardi Gras ball at the Hopkins Institute, but the two young men
afterward swore eternal friendship. Oelrichs is a youth who loves a scrap,

but his good nature generally comes to his aid before he has fought to the
finish, and he is willingto laugh off the quarrel. He is a brother of Mrs.
Peter Martin and a nephew in law of Mrs. Hermann Oelrichs; consequently
his little affair with the garcon of Gotham has caused some discussion in
local club and society circles.

Under date of January 25, Henry Clay Bar-
nabee writes from Jamaica Plain, Mass., that
he has nearly recovered from the effects of

the two accidents that threatened to end his stage career forever. And
apropos the town where he is living- during his period ofarecuperation, he
tells this story:

"Aperson who evidently had been celebrating got on the train at Provi-
dence to come this way. When the ticket collector came along he said,
'Conductor,' Iwant to be put off at Whisky Straight.*

"'Whisky Straight?* said. the conductor. 'There is no such place on the
road.' Then, after a pause, 'Oh, Isee, you must mean Jamaica Plain.*

"'Tha's it/ said the passenger, 'tha's it. Iknew it was suthin to drink."*

in Canada competition willquickly compel a resort to similar means
on this side of the line,and it is not impossible that in ten years all
railroads in northern and central California will be operated with
electricity "generated by water power. -.'

\u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0.. . _ . . .

LET'S talk about the weather arid bid a welcome to rude -Boreas,
whose icy finger bridles the wild;rampaging rivers and makes
the blood flow tingling in the veins. Any time within a month

\u2666 the weather has made fighting, talk in Cali-
fornia, and it may be yet too soon. to shout
before we are out of the woods, but it seems
at last as if the season of the gumshoe and
the wrecked umbrella, the winter of our dis-

v .4. content, were over. Itis an"eloquent weather
sign that one picks up from the morning papers telling us that Vice
President Fairbanks is coming to California to get warm. That
gelid personality expressed in terms of mint juleps might set up
an uproarious hilarity on the back benches.

No man was ever yet wholly contented with the weather, even
such as is meted out to us in' California, and the local poet blames
his own lack of inspiration on the climate. So it seems to the
Pasadena News : •• , :

Those snow capped peaks that look down on Pasadena, when gilded
under the touch of the evening sun, are enough to. make a \nan who neither
sings nor writes poetry sizzle at the ears. All some of us can do is to crack
our heels together and sneeze. It's a blame shame! ..
*•*, No profanity, we beg. We look to Pasadena for example of
all the virtues. If the editor must make his" poetry' with,his feet
he should let the other fellow do the swearing. -' The profane Pasa-
denan should take example by Mr. Daniel S. Richardson, the poet
laureate of San Francisco, who knows how hot and rebellious rivers
should be disciplined. Read the epic of the Colorado tamed:
9 When, intent on wreck and ravage, i j

Like a predatory savage, I/
Thou didst leap thy banks and doubled
Backward in thy search for trouble; . .., i
When the Salton sea was calling,
And thy gambolings appalling

"
•

Menaced all the fertile- plain,
Then, across thy path of evil *

\u0084
,

% v Stepped a pigmy witha shovel,* *.:. /. *
And the roaring, red Goliath
Found his David[once again. .

The engineer is the, epic hero of an unpoetic century and the
steam shovel is his weapon. He moves mountains and bids the
floods turn back. He has tamed the predatory Colorado and will
put a bridle on the undisciplined Sacramento.

Allof which is written without prejudice to the infinite variety
of a climate full of surprises and as preamble leading up by way
of counsel advising Mr. Fairbanks to keep dry.

Those who read* that Mrs. Whitelaw Reid
was entertaining "Mrs. Adairof London" at
her father's home in Millbrae had little

idea who the London lady really is. They knew of her as a fashionable
entertainer of the -London sfnait set, but their notions were hazy as to
whether she was a hostess or a professional "entertainer" like Mrs. James
Browrf Potter and Cissy Loftus. In reality Mrs. Adair is one of the leaders
of London society. She is an American by birth, one of the daughters of a
distinguished army officer. She is now no longer young, but as a girl was a
famous beauty, and her wit is celebrated.

TETTERS FROM THE PEOPLE

When John W. Gates passed through here
last week the golf enthusiasts made a great

mistake in npt interviewing him for points
about the construction of the ideal links The multi-millionaire has spent

about a millionon his own golf links at Port Arthur, Iam told. When the
links is completed it willbe one of the finest in the world, the.clubhouse
alone costing $100,000. The links covers 750 acres, the .land costing as 'much
as the clubhouse.

wedding journey to the southern part
of the state, ami at last accounts wereenjoying a tour of the Grand canyon
°w. the.ColOrado - They win r«turn to
this city, however, for a brief visitbefore going to their home" In thenorthern city. Mrs. Jenkins was for-merly Miss Belle Alnsworth of Port-

'
land and a prominent society girl ortnfit clly* • • •

Mr. and Mrs. John Brrckell hare re-
turned after a honeymoon trip to th»
*°,U,Ut

K»
r£ Part of the stat « and areestablished at the. Xordhoflt for thepresent.

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph H. Jenkins of
Portland, Ore., who were at the Fair-
mont recently, have continued their

.Miss Jean Tyson willbe the compli-
mented guest at a luncheon to be
given Monday, February 15, when Mrs.
Eugene Bresse willpreside as hostess.
The guests willall be members of the
younger set.

Thursday. February 11, and will be
held, like the others preceding this
event, at the attractive home of the
hostess. Bridge Is announced for the
afternoon.

Impertinent Question No. 89
Why Are You What You Are?

For the most original or wittiest answer to this question the
briefer the better— The Call willpay FIVE DOLLARS.
For the next five answers The Call willpay ONE DOIJ
LAREACH. Prize winning answers willbe printed next'Wednesday and checks mailed to the winners at once. Make
your answer short and SEND IT ON A POST AI
CARD to

IMPERTINENT QUESTIONS.

Wtnalß* Awwr. to Wooitf Y.« D4 If Yo« W«rt 80..1-
.55 prtie to Lewis C Mtrtyn,cut postotact. PalaTAlta.

|1prize to u.Gabriels, 1019 Market strVet. cltr
Iwould have 1J.Dalzell Brown as my majia«r \hz Rmff ?'*'as my.attorney and Jim Jeffries as my body traard.

$1 prize to;B. J. Murphy. U2S rourto Memi.. OaklaTaO. '

Make. her^quit bossing me. v

$1prize to J. L. Martel, I3l» Henry street. Berkeley
years," unless the court helped me out:$1 prtee to H. V. McMeans. 721 Third street. Santa Rosa

Lie abed these rainy mornings; and let' Mr« Boas'- startthe fire. wgbj
"* "" s '""J*;

«1 prize to J. Boflnjcer, l«0 Edi«» itntt, Berkeley.. "Quit-preaching socialism." -
The next card party .in the seriesthatVhas-been "givenV this; winter byMrs?;Joseph" M.'Mastgnat her ,hom» In"Washington:; street will.take place

;Miss Helen^Wllliams.Svho Is a visitor
here from New York, has b»een the in-
centlye'tor k:several 'ofJthe*:srpaller af-fairs, but the \u25a0 first1elaborate ;party

'
In

the.series; will be7 given Monday,:Feb-
ruary S,-: at; the \u25a0 home- of;Miss

'
Nora

Evans ein "Berkeley.; The; affair :will
be ja tea and • the "hours .are .from "3 to
6 o'clock.' jMiss Williams isiMisa Evans'
house guest >this week.' ":*. *

* . '
\u25a0 .- \u25a0 .-

''• *\u0084'*. •\u25a0'.-" -•-
\u25a0

Mrs. Carl Schilling has sent out cards
for abridge party -to be "given Tuesday
evening, -:February -;9,iat the -home of
her '<: mother,

-
Mrs.iE..Hall .- Mozart, inMcAllister;: street, v- Mr;;;and Mrs.

'
Carl

Schilling: are ?residing, in':Piedmont atpresent, but Mrs.*Schilling' ia a frequent
hostess on' this side of.the. bay. ,

THE William G. Irwin home In
Washington street was the scene
of one of the- brilliant parties of

the season last evening, when over 100
guests enjoyed a bridge party and a
dance. The entire lower floor;of the
home was given to the. bridge enthu-
siasts. The beautiful' white and gold

ballroom was effectively decorated with
the yellow flowers of spring, and the
same color scheme was used in the
reception room, hall and library, where

the tables were arranged -for cards.

Mr. and Mrs. Irwin were assisted in
entertaining their guests by their
daughter, Miss Helene Irwln.- The
party last evening was the most elabo-
rate entertainment given in the - at-
tractive home since the return of the
family from Europe a few months ago.

Among the guests were:
Mr. and Mrs. William Mr. and Mrs. Willard

S. TeTis , Drown
-

Mr. and .Mrs. Freder- Mr. and Mrs. Drrille
ick Sharon. . Pratt

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph D. Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
Grant Drlscotl

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence
Knight

-
Irclng Scott

Mr. and Mxa. Mount- Mr. and Mrs. Richard
trord Wilson Clrvln

Mr. and Mrs. Francis Mr. and Mrs.
-
Harry

C.irolun Stetsou
Mr. and Mrs. Georje A. Mr. and Mrs. Eugene

Pope - -Morpby .v
-

-..
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Mr. and Mrs. Augustus

Lent . . ' Tiller
Mr. and Mrs. J. Ath- Mr. and Mrs. Horace D.

earn Folger . -
Tlllsbury

Mr. and Mrs. George Mr. and Mrs. Latham
Aimer XewbaU McMullln . . .

Mr. and Mrs. Wakcfleld Mr. and Mrs. James
Baker FolUs

Mr. and Mrs. William Mrs. Thillp Van Home
Mayo Kewhall :

-
Lansdale

Mr. and Mrs. Baldwin Miss :Bertha Eldredge
Wood Smitta -'

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Miss Jennie Blair
RatUbene -',:. Misses Xewball

Mr. and Mrs. Oscar MUs Julia Lanjrborne
Cooper \u25a0"-

-
Miss Mary Keener

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Miss Jeanne Uallots
Welch Jr. Misses Calhoan

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Miss Claire Nichols
McXear \u25a0 Miss Florence .Hopkins

Mr. and Mrs. William Mtsces Newhall
H. Taylor

'
Miss Newell Drown

Mr. and Mrs. Walter S. MtsseiJColfin ...
Martin \u25a0 Miss Lucy Coleman

Mr. and Mrs. Worth- MissLeslie Pas*
irtgton Ames MissDolly Cashing

Miss Harriet Alexander A thol Mcßean
Miss Anita MalUiard Harry \u25a0 Scott
Mis^g Louisiana Foster Prescott Soott
Miss. Helen Baker Dn Val Moore
Miss Sydney Darls Will P«ge . .
MUs Marjorie Josaelja Eyre Plnckard
Miss Florence

'
Breck en- Frank Pre«ton

ridge -. '
\u25a0 Reginald Fernald

-
Miss Gertrude Ballard Ferdinand Theriott
Miss Louise Boyd Rudolph Schilling
Misses Jolllffe

-
Rudolf \u25a0 Bertheau \u25a0

Miss Jennie Crocker Knox Maddox
Miss Helen Dean William Ronaldson
Miss OenPTlero Kinß. BeTerly Tucker
Ml*s Katrlna Page Thornwell. Mullally

Brown Roger Bocqueraz
flarry Simpkics

-
Samuel Hamilton

Wllberforce Williams John • Kittle
Aimer Newhall Ed Tobtn
John Gayle'Anderson Richard M. Tobia

'

Raymond Armsby Cyril Tobln
Uoyd Baldwin Sidney Ford
Arthur Checsebrouth

-
Bernard .Ford

Horace Clifton Haskett Derby
Templcton Crocker Sidney Prlngle
Unane Hopkins . Sam . Hopkins.
John Oallols , '

James Jenkins
Clare Payne -

,Frank Jones ;'•
Edward Oreenway -• Frank King
Porter Roblnsoa John Cusnlns .
Paul Foster Dr. Russell
Paise Monteagle \u25a0 Frank Kennedy;
James Langhorn«

-
Ralston Curtis .

Norman Ltrermore . ,
• s '

,
• • . •• ,

Miss Helen Wilson entertained yes-
terday at a luncheon given at her home
inWashington street, when formal an-
nouncement was made of the engage-
ment of the young hostess .and Pay-
master, \JTalter A..Greer, U. S. N.

'
The

table decorations were inithe 'national
colors and a miniature battleship oc-
cupied the center of /the table. The
flowers- were in a trlcolo'red arrange-
ment and the 'menu cards were tiny
soldiers with a cupid design. The en-
gagement announcement was made, on
small silk flags that were unfurled
to show -the two names in the stripes.

Miss' Wilson is uhe attractive daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. John Scott Wilson
and one of the popular girls*In localsociety. .The' date for the wedding has
not been announced, but it.will prob-
ably be an event of the autumn. Among
the guests present at the luncheon yes-
terday to \ offer, felicitations; to the
pretty^brldeelect were: : ;, - ,
Mrs. Kenneth MacDon- Misa Mab«l Gregory

aid •
Miw Ern» Herman

Mrs.,Frederick Stott Miss Helen Dean
*

Mrs. Thomas- Kurts Miss Helen Sullivan
'

Mrs..Carl Schilling MUs Edith- Metcalfe!Mrs. Samuel M. Wilson .

'«LIBRARIAN EXPLAINS SYSTEM

Editor The Call:
-

Tour comment on
this library in the editorial .columns
of The Call will,Ifear, give some
uninformed readers an errorfeous Im-
pression* as to the resources of th«
library. Your' editorial refers, of
course, to the open shelf collection, but
many people may think your criticism
is intended to apply to the entire col-
lection of books in .the library, and
reach 'the conclusion that it really
"contains nothing by Matthew Arnold,
nothing by Macaulay or Walter Bane-
hot and little of Carlyle."

The space available on the open
shelves is limited, and is devoted large-
ly,to. such works .as are of general
Interest, but; it Is impossible to place

all such works
• on these shelves. .Ar-

nold, Macaulay and Carlyle are all rep-
resented'there, however,. Macaulay by
his "Lays of Ancient Rome," ,"War-
ren Hastings," and "History of Eng-
land"; Arnold by his "Poetical Wbiks"
and > "Mixed Essays"; Carlyle by ."Ills
Heroes," "Hero Worship" and the ''He-
roic in History,"."Sartor Resartus," and
"French

"Revolution." These volumes,
of course, represent but a portion |of
the works of these authors which ar«
in the library.

In addition ;to those above mentioned
there are "Macaulay's Critical and His-
torical Essays," "Essay an '"Lord Cllve,"
and essays on Milton'. and Addison;
"Arnold's God and the Bible," Assays in
criticism, higher schools :and univer-
sities in Germany, "Letters of Matthew
Arnold on the Studies |of Liter-
ature," Iand '."Literature and Dogma";
Carlyle's complete ".works "in 30 vol-
umes,- aa well as separate editions lof
many of his works;;"Bagehot's .Bio-
graphical Studies, "Economic
"English Constitution," "Estimates •of
Some Englishmen, and |Scotchmen," |and
"Literary Studies." The itlties of all of
these works will be'; found in the card
catalogue • under \the ~]authors', jnames,'
and all of the volumes are for circula-
tion/ • •',;\u25a0

'

r:-""' \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0'\u25a0 > :'.
Comparatively fe,w of.\the books ..can

be placed in the open? shelf collection,
but by consulting, the '.card catalogue
a person'can .very readily discover, what
works of an author the library,contains.

The jnembersjof H
the; book committee

of'the. board ;of.trustees ~of;, the library
have "made it;» special .point"to replace
as _ many ;of,' the.; standard iauthors as
possible, and lit/would be most -'unjust
to have the impression go abro.-ySa that
this has not;been .'\u25a0; done. , Very

-
truly

yours,: iHs^^&jV,-v.I- •:.r-.,":.::\u25a0'. \u25a0 -"^SEBSSB
WM.R." WATSON,* Librarian.

.:San Francisco,, February Jl, .

GREAT FLOOD 47 YEARS AGO
Editor The Call: Isaw an article in

The- Call during the. highest point of
the flood of this year. Iunderstood the
article to say this was the second
greatest flood that California ever had.
The paper got misplaced, so I"can not
refer accurately, but X remember
enough of it to count' this flood the
greatest. Ihave lived here since 1852,
with the exception "of four years, when
Iwent to Boston to study.music.
Ileft Stockton in 1858, returned to

California and arrived in Stockton the
latter part of April. May 25 my son.
William E. Blake, was born, and Dr.
Gratten was obliged to. come .to'me 'in
a skiff, rowing up, to the door and
alighting from the boat

"
into -waterover his knees, having on long rubber

boots, an article of,men's attire thatplayed a,prominent; part in early days,
as sidewalks were unknown, and in therainy season the mud was almost im-
passable. So men wore rubber boots
most of the time in the rainy, season.

During this flood the -husbands were
obliged to be the cooks. When the
meal was cooked they would bring it
to the bottom, of' the -stairs and; hand
it to the mother, who came down within
three"" or four steps to

'
take -: It from

them. The men'did the cooking after
taking the stove out of the water and
placing Itupon a large dry goods box.

Our,home stood on -the highest point
of land by:the slough on San Joaquin
street. The whole city, was a lak.e.
The slough overran the .bankl on- the
west side, owing;, to>>he rubbish of
floating hencoops and, small stables and
outhouses. So .the 'water: on that side
was 'muchideeper -! than -where.- we re-
sided. Looking out of the second story,
.window> nothing ;: could

-
be 'seen ;but

water for;miles. -The main slough was
even .with,the water

t
rushlng down, aridyou tcould not tell where the landing

for the boats' wa^
'

*\u25a0 -.-...
? The -smaller 'houses :could not .with-
stand' the power, of.' the .water, and they
floated away famong -

the tules. \u0084 Themore substantial .;ones"' stood, 'but >,only
the 'chimneys, and roofs ;could bo seen.
Many ;» houses'. I,' were • made \\of "canvas.
Quite'a' numb'er^of .lives were lost; the
water was upon them before they could
realise the situation "or.help themselves
in.

'
the dark night. The >' flood "

lasted
nearly JO' days." :'i.'_y'-"

jv -i; V";
'

." /;>
"It-Is. now,; 47- years ago since that
flood. Theold home stands in the sameplace, and I.have not heard 'what
amount of ';, water came ;up :there thisyear, if.any. ;: •. ;v: '\u25a0\u25a0'.:\u25a0\u25a0'' :

MARGARET BLAKEALVERSON.Oakland, January^l.;, .y / '\u25a0 ;V;-rv/"-

HP*HE important announcement is made. that the Canadian-Pacific
I wilPproceed at once to electrify its whole sj'stem through theA mountains of the west, "experts having reported that there are

enough waterfalls immediately .adjacent to
the Canadian 'Pacific main line to develop
energy sufficient tp run all the railways of
,the world." /J

'
o* • The,significance of this announcement lies

\n the fact that it foreshadows the future of
American railroading in the west wherever water power is available.
The Canadian trunk" line is the first to take a step that most of the
others have had in contemplation for some time past. There can
be littledoubt that Mr.Harriman would have electrified the. Central
long ago had not the discoveries of oilinCalifornia provided a cheap
and convenient fuel. But .that' fuel is already' advancing in price
and the time can not be long delayed when the wastctl water power
of the mountains willbe put to use as means, to economize :fuel. >

Hitherto American railroads have confined the use of electricity
oil their lines to suburban traction,1and the power lias been generated
.by steam. That is the case with the terminal trains on the New
York Central and on the New Haven roads. The Southern Pacific
is preparing to install a similar systc;n for its service of the transbay
cities. It is understood that the electrification of the road across
the Sierras has been in.contemplation for some time, and the action
of the Canadian Pacific is likely to expedite similar installations
wherever water power is available. If the system proves a success

ROBERT UNDERWOOD JOHNSON of the Century maga-
zine writes a strange letter to the New York Evening Post
on die subject of the Hetch Hetchy grant and* the methods

} of his argument may be regarded as a fair
example of the temper, tone and knowledge
of the subject that actuate the sentimental
opposition to the grant. We quote from Mr.
Johnson's letter:

.> 4, TJiose who are fighting for the integrity of
the Yosemite park are only interested in the Spring Valley water com-
pany as its claims may be related to the question whether there is any
necessity for San Francisco to resort to the destruction of the Hctch Hetchy
valley to get its supply. Against the "grinding monopoly" theory stand
out two facts: First, the water rates are fixed not by the company, but
judicially, and, secondly, the city has never exercised its rights to con-
demn the franchise and properties of the company. When Representative
Herbert Parsons the other day asked the city's engineer before the public
lands committee why no such recourse had been taken, the only reply he
got was that the company in that event would bribe all the courts of the city!

Tbe Call hesitates to believe that Mr. Manson said anything
so foolish as Mr. Johnson here attributes to him. This charge of
neglect was first put forward by Lawyer McCutchen on behalf of
Spring Valley and was advanced in bad faith because Mr.McCutchen
knew the facts and the reason why condemnation proceedings have
not been instituted. This reason, subsequently stated by City
Attorney Long to the committee of congress, is that the city would
he compelled under the law to pay the price of the plant within
thirty days after judgment. As no municipality carries an idle
balance of some $25,000,000 or is able to raise any such sum at
short notice,, tbe reason whyno such proceedings have been instituted
is obvious. Itseems as if the editor of an important magazine might
have sufficient sense of responsibility to inform himself of these
facts before seizing on a silly utterance which investigation will
probably show was never made. IfMr. Manson had said. anything
of the sort, which;we do no£ believe, it would not affect the issue
at all, and it was obviously caught up by Mr. Johnson for the
unworthy purpose of throwing dirt.

These tactics are very much of a piece with Mr. Johnson's
statement that rates are fixed "judicially," by which we may pre-
sume he means they are fixed by the courts. The courts

—
the federal

courts. Mr.Jofanson
—

have expressly refused to fix rates. The board
of supervisors in theory have that- power, but it has* been nullified
by "temporary" injunctions that have run ever since 1903, and as
these suits have never come to trial the rates have been virtually
fixed for five years past by the terms of the petitions of the Spring
Valley company in the injunction suits. The resulting rates are-
at least twice as high as those charged in any other city of the
United States.

So much for Mr. Joh-nson's basis of argument. IfMr.{Johnson
desired information concerning the nature of the grinding monopoly
from wliich San Francisco desires to escape he might have found it
in the following paragraph from Collier's, which states facts :

Los Angeles originally owed its own water system, which years ago
was leased to private interests. In February, 1902, the city resnmed control
of its water system uadcr the terms of the lease. Since, 1902, in addition to
paying out of its water rents the accruing principal and interest of the bonds
issued for the repurchase of the water works, the city has rebuilt the entire
water system, has purchased^ additional sources of water supply and has ex-
tended its water mains to meet the. demands of a 200 per cent growth inpop-
ulation. While it was accomplishing tbese results it reduced the water rates
to consumers one-half and placed the cost of water to its inhabitants at a
figure only a little more than one-third of what the residents 'of/San Fran/
risco pay

—
and it still has left a profit off over $700,000, which it is applying Ko

the cost of the new Owens river water supply. Ithas expended since 1902
nearly $4,000,000 out of its legitimate profits, reinvesting these profits for
The benefit of the people. Such figures g?ve some idea of the profits in watejr.
They explain the inner consciousness of the organized campaign against
municipal ownership in several cities. Tie results inLos Angeles have been
achieved largely by guarding the administration of the water system against
the intrusion of the political spoilsman.

The trouble with Mr. Johnson and his school is that trfey are
not in search of facts, but lay hold of any sort of material without
taking pains to verify the charges. We expect such tactics from
corporation lawyers like McCutchen, but a man holding the position
of Mr.Johnson owes himself a dut\r >to verify his facts. Of course,
Mr. Johnson-'s suppression of truth was not intentional, and it is
mentioned here chiefly as an example of the sloppy and irresponsible
methods of argument in use by the sentimentalists who are opposing
the grant.
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