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GERMAN ISLANDS
RICH IN MINERALS

BOUNDARY LINE
LIKE CASTLE OF

ROBBER BARON
Railroads of Central America Are

Built by Citizens of United States
] Present Diaz' railroad town which willbe killed/by the Panama canal and type of American construction:

"Samples hay« recently been r«ce.»tct
from small Islands in the nort>?r?:
waters of New Guinea which willfcnT-.a
fine fertilizers owing to their rich con-
tents of phosphoric add and calcium
carbonate."

American states ever join in the pro- i
Cession of modern progress, as Porto |

Rico, Cuba and Costa Rica have, it
will be highly profitable.

~
x t

WASHINGTON,March 13—The follow-
ing translation ,made by^ Vice Consul
Ernest Vollmer of Tsingtau is from an
article appearing. recently in a German

paper, published in China:. ' «
1 ,;*iA,' dense' tropicaL growth over the

en'tiie land, great danger from fevers
and the unusual ferocity of the natives
have greatly retarded the geological in-
vestigations in both German and British
New Guinea. "For these reasons com-
paratively little is known of the |coun-
try. Itis known that gold is being ob-
tained in British New Guinea since 1894
on the \u25a0 Mambare . river. 'In 1901 and
1902 the New Guinea company sent ex-.
petitions Into; the Ramu and Huong
gulf concessions. 'Allof the rivers' along
the eastern border near British terri-
tory to Cape Longuerue showed gold,"
being the Waria, Wiwo,Morope, Pajavo
and' Majama. The . Waria is considered
very rich in headwaters. Judging
from the amount of flnegold in Its low-
er course, but the rich upper part is in
British territory.

"Native copper of unusual purity Is
found in a basalt ridge along the Kabe-
nau and deserves careful-prospecting.
Coal, found while building a road along
the Ramu, was . assayed in Berlin, its
heating and steaming qualities being
like that of gas coal from the' German
Bochum field. . .^ . •

"Wherf It Is further considered that
platinum has been found in gray-black
basalt along the Kabenau In a propor-
tion of 42 grams (1.35 ounces, troy
weight) to the ton, and that samples of
other lots from the same region. have
shown promising percentaages, and that
iron is found in the same 1region, itmay
be hoped that some enterprising parties

Vice Consul /Translates Article
Appearing in German

Paper in China .

Dense Growth, Fever and Fierce
Natives Retard Investigations

in New- Guinea

will soon thoroughly' investigata the
country. Huong gulf concession has re-
cently been canceled and the regions
west of Cape Arkona have been re-
served by the government for prospect-
ing and mining. r.v.

'

bridges were out and landslides shot
Handing young forests across' the
highway.

Thanks to special trains, with long
*ars and fqur feet, that plunged up io
their knees in mud, Icould continue
the journey. When Isaw what the
mules had to endure Iunderstood" that
there was some justice, in the prices
charged. Starting: wlth»two^-for which
I.had to pay $30, both broke down at
the end of five miles, with12

'
yet to dcv.

But control of the rightof way or of
ell the Factions built is not his. The
Keith interest has the link in Salvador.
Ifthe rewards of traffic were attrac-
tive enough, it would be only a matter
of two or three years- before you might
ride from New York to La Union, In
Guatemala the Occidental runs from
Matzenango to Guatemala City, and
there is another little link owned by
Adolfo Meyer, who is ready to sell
when he gets his price.

Forty miles more of construction
will connect Guatemala with

'
Mexico's

capital bj- rail. From what Iheard
before Iwent south this would soon
be completed. President Cabrera of
Guatemala, whose relations with Mex-
ico have been strained, suddenly
ciiangod his temper this summer and
made a felicitous announcement about
shaking hands with Diaz across the
Ocos river, when at last the great Pan-
American road was no longer a dream
end Central America's Isolation was
finalh' broken. When Iasked Cabrera
himsplf_about it he said, "Very soon,"
and that is as definite as he would"be.
He intimated that no one can have any
exact ideas about railroad building:"in
the rainy season.
F.LOODS DESTROY WORK

For a week the Northern railroad
was out of business while Iwas in
Guatemala, with passengers waiting on
the floqds to abate. In Costa Rica it
rained for nine days, without sight of
the sun. Ordinarily it takes one day

to gro from Punta. Arenas, Costa Rica,
to San Jose, which includes a 17 mile
ride on muleback. I. was four days.
At the Barranca, river the stone abut.-
roents had been washed away and we
crossed in a bucket on a wire trolley.
Later, at other streams, there was not
even a trolley. Tracks as well /bs

T^fie first through transcontinental
lifie outside of the old 40 miles stretch

,An Panama, was completed only a. year
=igo. Sir William Van Home and Minor
C Keith, who made his fortune in Cos-
ta Rica, and their allied interests own
the new Northern railway from Guate-
mala City to Puerto Barrios. This taps
jp-eaX banana and coffee districts. It

by the province of'Peten. which
is such Epoi2»to the ax as the forest re-
gions of Maine and Michigan were be-
fore lumbering began.

Peten's boundaries break the line of
the Mexican frontier In a way that
ppoiis

t
the geographical appearance of

Mexico 4o Mexican eyes. In any war
with Guatemala there is no doubt of
the fate of this province. Xo forest of
hardwood of anything like such extent
lies so near our doors. Once develop-
ment i«egins. more distant districts
must wait on the exhaustion of this
supply. FiC*

Sir William Van Home sees far
nhead. He sees that the same reason
that makes it to our interest to ke«p a
stable government in Cuba must con-
trol the destinies of Guatemala in the
«nd. But he is not alone. The Harri-
man imagination also looks far afield.
Down the western coast of Mexico the
Harrinian extension pushes its way to
Guadalajara; and now look at your
map end you willsee that the one good
harbor between northern Mexico and
Panama Is the bay of Fons?,eca, with the
port of I^a Union, Salvador. Draw a
line from San Geron'mo, In Mexico, to
La Union and you have the one possible
pan-Ainerlran line for the present. Ex-
tend that J!ne up to the Southern Pa-
erfic and the Harriman idea is com-
plete.

An interstate .iailwa/' is agaifhM. the
policy of the nest t>f l/ttle nations
through which a line from Mexico to
Panama must pass. The/Central Amer-
ican military dictator looks on his
boundary line as a robber baron lookedon the moat of I.is.castle. He sees in
a railroad a drav.t/ridge which. willbe
an advantage \y war *to his deadly
rivals of neighboring republics. He
makes eloque/.t speeches about the
Pan -Americy. project, which is so very,
very near £,s,s neatt, while he secretly
blocks it '̂progress.
miLnvfvG dom:
BY -\u2666/lEB.IC.4XS

-'.tmost without exception, all the
railroad building has been done by

The object of the early
XSnes -was to"take the products of the
Uplands to the sea. While in Mexico
the general direction of all the lilies is
north and south along the valleys and
the plateau, in Central America, it is

'transcontinental, from Atlantic to Pa-
«ilic. Honduras has a total of 57 miles
of railroad; Costa Rica, excepting the
banana line. "JS4 miles; Nicaragua. ISO
miles; Salvador, 'li»» miles; Guatemala,
415 miles. This tptal is only about half
that of Cuba and less than half that
of the. island of Java, which is one-
fifth Ihe size of Central America.

Central America ia a narrow strip be-
tween two seas. Capital considering in-
vestment finds eve,ry possible handicap.
Jt is r.ot struck by patriotic or ra^ceimagination, as the British are inUganda where a certain ftlture may
make up for present debits; for traffic,
which is the business criterion* comes
with prosperity end good government.
TJie s.'ew York Central would not have
been a paying ir^titutlon vi the Mo-
hawk valley In the days, of the six
nations.

Frederick Palmer
(Qjpj-rtght. ttbsi, by Tribune Company Chicago)
i Now and then an acount of the Pan-

\u25a0 American railroa.i, with such appealing
Pictures that through tourist sleepers
to Panama seem in prospect for the
oo/jiing winter, appears In some maga-t
Jv.nes. These aj-Ucles make the Ameri-•\u2666» an in Central America grin, especially
\u25a0when the rains chum the roadbeds intosoup and wash ;lie bridges away.'

There are many reasons why the cape
to Cairo line of the eastern hemisphere

("willnot be duplicated* in the western
hemisphere fOr a long time to come.

\u25a01hat runs through the heart of a con-
tinent under the favoring auspices of
stable European colonial systems,
where the products of a vast inland ter-litory must be borne to a harbor

Traveler Has tc Rely Largely
on Special Trains With Long

Ears and Four Feet

Interstate Railways Are Against
Policy of Little Nations

Because of Rivalry

Military Dictators of Central
America Regard Railroad as

Drawbridge Over Mote

This Is a small ;business,v with two
daily.trains, which always whistle an
hour before they start to the capital.

But one -day, if the, backward .Central

First, a line of rails is laid, one way
or another. After each; rainy season
progress is made toward a permanent,
indestructible road, where great steel
bridges, all bearing the marks of Amer-
ican foundries, span the_;'turbulent
streams. Americans frequently remain
to manage the line after it is compjeted.

The rail facilities that exist are due
to American enterprise American
engineers. Even on the Tehuantepec
line Pearson & Son had finally to turn
to American subcontractors to complete
the work. Experience has taught us
how*to build innewcountrles. Atrop-
ical railroad passes through the meas-
les', croup, and scarlet fever, eventually
to maturity.

" . : •
\u25a0

-

i It was my original plan to go over-
hand from Mexico to Guatemala City.
The 40 miles between terminals Iwas

Uo make on muleback. But time was an
object with me, which is a mistake in
the rainy season. The Pan-American
line, so called, runs from San Geronimo
on the Tehuantepec road to the border.
The first sign of a branch line was a
wood burning locomotive, from the
Brooks locomotive works, Dunkirk,. X.
V-, built In 1881, wnich, In its travels
to the Junk pile, had found the ante-
penultimate stage in southern Mexico.

There had been much taTk In Mexico
City about the Pan-American, which, I
was told, ihad Just been completed to
the Guatemalan border. So it had

—
that

Is ,a- line of rails on a line of sleepers
had been laid. Anybody who rides over
it wilffeel no Immediate call to horse-
back riding as an. exercise. Trains
were not running the whole distance.
The manager, when Iwired him down
the line, answered that* he would see
me over the whole distance of 285 miles
inside of three days, if he had to take
me on a handcar. But at that rate on
the completed section, how fast should
Itravel on the uncompleted section on
the Guatemalan side? Idecided for an
all water route by steamer Instead of
the half water route by rail.

The Pan-Araerjcan— this is the only
one of the connecting links with that
highflown name

—
was not paying ex-

penses, Iwas told, but had to maintain
a dally service according to the terms
of the concession from the Mexican
government. Population and Industry
are meager In this section of Me*xlco
adjoining Guatemala. ;The coffee crop
of scattered plantations Is sent to
market, and occasionally a native takes
a ride to see what the sensation is like.
And there you have the main reason,
outside of political interference, that
holds back railroad development, which
is dependent on the development of the.
most backward countries in the world. :
The passenger must have money before
he can ride; crops must be grown be-
fore they, can be transported.

BRITISH HELY

OX AMERICANS

one going into a river with my trunk.
ButIwas in the fortunate company

'of Senor Peralta, who once played
football on the University of Pennsyl-
vania team. He seemed to know every-
body along the road. With no cessation
to the downpour

—
from which a rubber

poncho was little protection
—

we las-
Boed more mules from a field and went
on. The next day we halted at San
Domingo, hoping that the rain would
stop, and Ivisited an American saw-
mill owner, who was having the lum-
ber on the flat cars on his switch un-
loaded.

"Pilingit 6O itwilldry,"he remarked
philosophically. "That road won't be
running for three months. You have
to take things as they come in this
country. I'm from Maine. Wie used to
be snowbound there. Here it?s, rain-
bound."

On the following morning the high-
way being impossible we broke a trail
over Aguacate (alligator pear) moun-
tain and finally reached the -capital.

GOVEHJV3IEXT
IJEAVV LOSER

The damage was about a million dol-
lars, which the government, which
owns the railway, had to bear as a part
of a budget of only 58,000,000. The
loss was equal to the ruin of our own.
national property to the extent of $75,-
000.000 or f100.000.000. So railroad
building is playing with the elements
in something the same speculative

fashion as buildingyour house oh the
side of Mount Etna.

"However," said the president of
Costa Rica cheerfully, "the money we
have to spend will go as wages to our
own people."

At the same time, no grace was of-
fered U> the American contractor

—
he

ldoked forward to an overwhelmingly
busy dry season

—
who had agreed to

complet£ the connecting section of 17
miles in 16 months. Then you may
cross Costa Rica all the way by rail.
This will make the fourth transconti-
nental line south of the United States.
Mexico has a line across the isthmus
or Tehuantep^c, into which she has
poured money and ambition.

At either terminus. Coatzacoalcos on
the gulf of Mexico and Salina Cruz on
the Pacific, magnificent port works, in
view of results, have been built. Those
at Salina Cruz alone cost more millions
than Mexican statesmen like to. con-
fess. The laborers having departed, no
town of consequence remains. With
the tide already filling the entrance
with sand, the breakwater must be
carried stiil farther out at further ex-
pense.
PA>AIIA CAXAT,
KIIJ,S OXJB LINE v

The cost of the 200 miles of line,:
finished so long after it was projected,
was treble the amount estimated. S.
Pearson & Son, the great English firm
of contractors, were the builders and
leading spirits of an enterprise

—
but'

themselves well cared for by the gov-
ernment

—
by which Mexico hoped to be

the passageway for an enormous traffic \u25a0

between the two oceans, which would
otherwise go by the straits of Magel-

lan. The Hawaiian sugar plantations,
using their own steamers on both
oceans, send '.00,000 tons of sugar every
year to New York and Philadelphia by

this route.
But this contract will be up about

the time that the first steamer weds
the Pacific and Atlantic at Panama.
Then all that the Tehuantepec road will
have willbe local traffic, as a result of
the mistaken conception, in which for-
eign engineers, encouraged the Mexi-
can government, that" the canal, of
which our congress had talked for 50
years, would never materialize. Cer-
tainly no Isthmian railroad can stand
competition in bulk freight with an
isthmian canal.
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