By Richard Burchmore
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All morning long the peolicemen file
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hour into the afternoon, During that
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Each fir
sack which reposes on all but one day
of the month in & certain spot in the
common desk. During the short time
that it is a gone there is a restless-

ness about the fire house which is only
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quleted by the return ofgthe’ captain
with the littie bag bulging with gold
and silver. It would not do for the
whole company to go, but those who
stay behind do not feel quite at ease
about it until they are lined up and
each is given-his portion of the $81,804
which goes out to cheer the 789 firemen
each month.

Sometimes while the money is being
handed aroundg and the little sack is
heavy with 1t burden, an alarm
comes in and then there is no time to
finish. Whoever has it jams it into his

pockat. and off they go clanging
through the streets. By and by when
the excitement is all over they

straighten out th#&ir accounts.

There is one particular day which is
looked forward to in the auditor's of-
fice, the 4th of each month, when the
school teachers are paid. The
s after school

X hours, begin-
n_ing at. 8 o'clock; by § it is all over. In
m_a: Short time the tegchers receive
$112,112 in sums ranging from $60 to
$300. In they come, for the most part
2 Iine of happy, laughing young
women, not too staid to giggle, cer-
talnly not too old to receive a little

compliment.

“’hﬂp we firet went to take the pho-
A(r»grapns of the crowds, they told us
in the auditor's office that on “teachers’
day” we w i get the best pictures.
Flashlight was necessary and a big
charge of flash powder at that. First
it sent a blinding tash into the startled
faces apd was followed by a report
that detonated through the empty cor-
ridors like a cannon's roar. Before the
flash came we cried out to the crowd
not'to be alarmed, but the report died
away in a hysterical giggle. Several
hyndred pretty school teachers will not
forget that day.

The office men in the employ of the
city departments are generally paid
on, the last day of the month. Of the

departments, the board of works fur-
nishes the most complicated problem
from a book keeping point of view and

the demands’are not all in until after
the twentieth of the month. After that
a day is allowed for the entries to be
made in the auditor's books and then
it Is announced that he is ready with
the warrants. The auditor's office nev-
er fails to be surprised at the rate the
news travels. The word. has hardly
gone forth before the rush is on. They
are a heterogeneous lot—quite a con-
trast to the fresh and pretty teachers
—everybody from the head chémist to
the cleaners of sewers. To them is
paid nearly $120,000 each month.

Can’'t Come for Their Pay

The hospital wpurses and almhouse
attendants, like the firemen, must atay
by the post of duty, so the money is
sent out to them. When it arrives
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they are called .n the superintendent's
office, from the operating room and
sick bed, and take back with them that
cheerful feeling which nothing but
money can give.

It takes all sorts and conditions of
people to serve the city’'s needs. Aside
from the horde of clerks and deputies

in the various departments, each
branch of the city government needs
experts. The board of health has a

bacteriologist and toxicologist.

ers, and endless numbers of mechanics.
The hospitals have a more variegated
crew than a hotel, among others rat
catchers. The coroner has a few grew-
some jobs, including one for a great
number of water front characters, un-
officially connected with his office, who
are always on the lookout for bodies
beating about the wharves in the tide.

For each “find'" they receive an order
for $10. -There is no mistaking these
mien. As soon as they enter the audi-

tor's office they are recognized, they
are so distinctive in type. Like water
front characters the world over they
have a certaln look and stoop char-
acteristic of their kind.

The treasurer's clerk pays over the
money perfunctorily on the auditor's
order, but he gets a little of the gen-
eral cheerfulness as he looks out
through his cage, between the piles of
gold, and sees the recipients go mer-
rily away.

Sitting unobtrusively in a corner of
the treasurer's outer office when the
city's employes are belng paid off,
there are always two sisters of a
mendicant order. One has a reticule
in the folds of her garment, but it does
not appear what their busSiness there is
until some hearty policeman flush with
his $120, or a young school teacher
with her few gold pleces, comes over
and offers a coin. The reward for the
charity is won by the pleased smile on
the Sister’'s face. ]

One day waile we were photograph-
ing, a big, rough man, his coat plas-
tered with mud, took several dollars
from his small pile and with brusque
courtesy dropped them into the reticule.
That {s where the Sisters are rewarded
for the tedious hours.

The Sisters have been coming regu-
larly for a long time and know the
city employes quite as well as N. E.
Maison and J. G. Hagarty, the deputy
auditors, who have been giving out
warrants ever since She new charte
went into effect. g .

The amusing little things which hap-
pen évery day find constant apprecia;
uon in the auditer'’s office. In con-
sequence, there is i.rbrgesgs:t which
is added to by the fact that most of
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Major Mathewson, are members of the
national guard and have the military
man’s easy manners.

In these days there are a great many
jurymen called to court and rapidly
excused. For their trouble each Is
entitied to two dollars. A postal card
is sent to each, merely asking that
the recipient call at the auditor's
office and present the card. Sooner or
later they all turn up and when a war-
rant for two dollars is PBroduced they
invariably make a great show of sur-
prise. Maison then asks each if he
has recently been called for jury duty,
then egach appears to have a sudden
light thrown upon the mystery of the
two- dollars. This happens with such
regularity that it is a source of con-
stant enjoyment Iin the office.

Most of those appearing for thef pay
know, or think they know. what they
are going to get. Sometimes they fail
in their expectation and then there
is trouble. But they are regfstering
their kicks in the wrong place. All
the auditor knows is that he is to give
a certain person a warrant for a cer-
tain sum. This he does and his duty
énds “there.
son remains to argue.’ Maison and
Hagarty never attempt to respond be-
cause that would give the grumbler a
chance to quote them.\ They will fur-

‘nish him a pad and pencil ‘s0 he can

figure it out for himself, but that is as
;-’?‘7%_ they wiigm: .. T - e
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If the complaint is made in polite
terms thdy are ready to help. The
teachers, for example, are docked the
days they are absent. When this hap-
pens they always want to do the sub-
tracting for themselves and it is only
rarely that their figures meet those on
the warrant. If they are a few cents
ahead, they go away elated. But if
they are a few cents shy, there is a
one sided argument, until Maison dis-
creetly withdraws.

Women whose husbands spend their
pay in drink or fast living frequently
try to head them off at the auditor's
office. They find in Maison a sympa-
thetic listener, but he Is never able to
give them any portion of thelr hus-
band's Salary, much as he would like
to do it. His only chance to show his
feelings is by letting go the warrant
reluctantly when the culprit appears
later a waits avidly for his pay.
He would like to say something, but
he is not there for that purpose ‘and
s0 restrains himself.

Higher officlals are usually slow
about getting their warrants. There
is one surh case of a city official who
draws $3.000 a yvear. allowing a war-
rant for $250 to lie a year until Mai-
son called (Jhim up one day and told
him about it. '

" *T tho t there must be a reason
why I could not get my personal ac-
hgi,frevll“eg‘.r and asked

out to lunch.

Those most eager for their pay are
the old watchmen and helpers around
the city hospitals, who are practically
inmates but who are given $5 a month
for tobacco money. They begin to tel-
ephone several days before their war-
rants are ready and are always down
bright and early on the morning when
they are ready to be given out

Some of the warrants are for very
small sums. There is one for 37 cents
which has been waliting months, but
the claimant refuses to take it as, in
order to receive it, he would have to
g0 before a notary and swear to an
affidavit, and that would cost him 50

California safe deposit and trust com-

The treasurer had on hand
$7.000,000 when they .moved.
placed In three big moving vans and
taken sedately through the streets sur-
rounded by mounted police. No sooner
had the wagons drawn up before the
former bank than the ill fated depos-
itors began to arrive.
that this was the place where they had
left their money, and here was money,
millions of it, so why should they not
The ignorant were
not to be put off with a word and one
Chinaman has returned every day since
to ask Iin his bland way If they are
paying off yet.

Many who were living comfortably
on the earnings of their savings de-
posited in that bank are now among
those who come each month for thelr
irony of fate
that taey should get it back slowly
from the same window into which they
handed it. It came hard when they
saved it and they work hard for it

have their share?

In the course of a month 5,000 peo-
ple are paid off this way, their com-
bined pay amounting in a year to $7,-

The auditor and treasurer have been
knocked about from pillar to post
since the fire, but they were comfort-
ably installed in the McAllister gtreet
wing' of the cfty hall until recently,
when they were moved into the quar-

_ters formerly occupied by the defunct now-

warrants. It
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